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THE 
HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDIA 



CHAPTER 1 



IKTRODUcrrOBY 



People commonly talk of the " hills " and the '* plains '* 
of India, meaning by the former the great Himalayan 
ranfie, and by the latter all the rest of the country. The 
migRtie^t niountiiina i>f the earth are called nothing more 
than "bill-s*'; and pojmlat geography has no name for 
the numerous cxcrcscenoea of mother earth whicL inter- 
8ect the ao'C&JIod region of *" plains/' A range called 
the Ni!|;h9rrie£, in tlio ^outh of the potiinsula, approaching 
9000 feet !n altitude, in kiiuwn U> h tew beyond the limits 
of Iiidiii o^a r(^:4urt oi invall<ls^ ilikI h lH]^^e^y fui i^inclionaa; 
but of te&ser ranges than this, wluch would still be called 
mountains in any other country, the maas of "ordinary 
readers *■ has no cogniaanoe. 

Much of this has really been owing to the unexplored 
Hiiil urideHi-rilied lundltion of sit^h regm;m; but snnielhtTig 
alfto to the "verwlichiiing proinineni^e of the great northern 
nngc. which rivets the attention of teachers of geography 
and their pitpik^ and ako, from the ex]gen<jie» of the art 
of churtoi^raphy, renders it almost impoii^sible to delineate 
on ordimiry nnip» of India tlie fwilnres t.ti inferior ninKew, 

Yet in the vcr)' centre of India there exists a consider- 
able region to which the terra Highlands, which I have 
adopted for a title, is strictly applicable; and in which 
numerous peaks and rangef^, lor which the term 
* motmtain " would, in any other country, be used, 

ver»l of thn great' rivers of India have their firsts Aoiirc«a 
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2 TIIR inGHTiANBS OF CRNTHAL INDIA 

in tliii* elevate*! region, and pour tbrir waters into the 
sea on either side of the peiiiusuln- to the north the S6n 
commingling with the Ganges, to the east the MahanaclK 
flowmg ijiiiopeiKlcntly to th? Buy of Bengal, to the south 
»omL' of thf priiR'ipal ftedeiti ol the GodAvaii, and io the 
west the Xnrbadal and th? TfiptS; taking [famllel cournes 
to the Arabian Gulf. If the reader will seek the head- 
waters o! those rivers on the map, he will find the region 
I am about to describe. To be more precise, it lies on the 
22nd parallel of north latitude, and between the 7Gth and 
82nd of east longitude. It tonus tlie tciitiHl and culmiiiat- 
jng section of a ridge of elevated country which stretrhes 
across the peninsula, from near Calcnttn to near Bombay, 
and aeparatce Northern India, or Ilindostau proper, from 
the Decceu, or eountrj' of the south. The tmvelier by 
the Great Indian F^nin^ular Railway from Bombay to 
Calcutta^ after some 275 miles oi his journey, will come 
to a point where the line branches into two. The northern 
branch leads him on np the Narbada valley, and so, by 
Alahabdd and the Cangetic valley, to the City of Palaces. 
If he takes the southern branch instead, he will be landed 
alNjlgpur, a city iji the very heart of India, and itspra'^ent 
terminal station. Between these two branches lies a 
triangle of coimtry in which i^ situated the western half 
of the highlands I speak of. From its western extremity^ 
in the fork of theao lintis^ the mountainous region extende 
eastwards (or a distance of about 450 miles, with an 
average width of about 80 miles. 

The general level of what may be called tlie plains of 
Central India has here, by gradual, and to the traveller 
scarcely perceptible steps, reached an altitude of about 
lOOO feet above the level of the sea ; and he will rise but 
little higher than this at any point on the lines of railway. 
So soon, however, as he leaves the railway, and proceeua 
d few Eules towards the interior of the triangle, he will 
begin to come on ranges of hills, at first generally low, 
but in places attaining at once a height of about 1000 feet 
from the plain; and beyond them peaks and plateaux 
will present themselve-s evidently of much superior eleva- 
tion. Valleys will everywhere be found penetrating the 
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hWh, by Mlnwirg ^vhkli tie timy risp gniiiuHlly t« these 
higher tegiorifl ; and soon he will exchange t be rich cultiva- 
tion of the Sat land through which the lailwav passed for 
unreclaimed waato nntl niggwl forcptcovered steeps. 

He will now find himsoll in a region where all \m chaos 
to the ungLiided traveller; where liill afi^er hill nf the 
eame wild jind undefined character ttre piled together; 
where the strvAEoa appear to run in all directions at once; 
and it wiil not be untd he hns traversed the whole region, 
or closely studied a map, that aonie method will begin to 
evolve itseU, and the geogr^iphy bL^ome plaUi* He will 
find that at a lieight of about 1000 feet above the plain, 
that i^ of about '2000 above the .sea, the hilla have a 
tendency to spread out in the fonn of plateaus; Pome 
comprieing the top of only one hill nnd a ftmall area ; others 
like a group of many hills, which s^upport. Ule buttresses, 
on their ?iunimit!^> hirge level ur iirdiilating pljiins. From 
thc»T again he will fitid shouting up still higher, a good 
many other aolitary flat-topped hills, reacliing the height 
of nearly 3500 feet; some of which in like manner unite 
into plateanx at about the aame elevation- Yet higher 
than these, but never assuming the character of a plateau, 
he will see here and there a peak rising tu nearly 5000 feet 
above the sea. 

As 18 usual, the inhabitants of the hill3 themeelvcs 
have no gencml name for the whole chain ; each indi- 
vidual hill or minor range being called by a local name 
derived from the nearest village, or the species uf tree 
it beara, or a god, or a river, or some other accidental 
ciKiunntance. The Hindis of the plains have several 
terms for its diflcreut sections, catling the nu)»t easterly 
the Mykal, the centre the Mdh^co, and the western the 
SJttpAra HilU, Geographers have applied the nume 
BfttpAnt to the enliix.- r^mge; and Ihe [muii' is iR'iIiaj»» as 
appropriate tut imy which could be Keh'i1«d. 

The water*ihcd of these mmmtains varies in direction 
in their aevcml sections. In the extreme Dii«t the range 
terminates in a bluff promontorj' with a precipitous face 
to the south, throwing the whole of the drainage of a 
vast area towanU the north. This is the cradle of the 
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Naibathl nvivr, wliirli snon Iwivcf* its parent Lilla, and 
Itow:* tlitougli n wide valley of ita own ukmg the urtrtJiem 
face of the range. Id the ccnlpe the laiige culuiinato* 
ID the Ix'lfl group of tlie Maliadcjs, crowned hj th<^ Puch- 
imiiTep pL'uks, tliruwioe the drnimigc atuiost. equally to 
the iioilh and south, the former intci Lfic Narbadn, and 
the latter into the Godavari. The western section (the 
S&tpiirafi proper) iscJoftmtwobyadeep valley, and drains 
inwards, lorming the river TdpH, which, lilce the Narbadfi, 
flows for but a short part of its course within the hills, 
before it leaves thetri allogelLer, and runs along their 
ftonthern fat^e to tlie *^eA. Snrh» however, is the tortuous 
fomiation of theBC moiintaius, Ihat their strcnma frequently 
aurprii* one by tuiuing short round io (heir court*es, and 
DiaJdn^ off towards the wron;,' river, as if they had suddenly 
changed their rnind^. The drainage of the cr^^at centml 
Mahadeo blocJc is a striking exaraple d( this. Two streamii 
rise near its southern fate, the L*enw& and the S6nbadm. 
Both flow nearly south, away from the Natbada, for a 
short way, when the former turns to the east, and the 
latter to the west. Presently, however^ they find two 
vast trrnclcs in the nuigc, and turn sharp to the nort-h, 
pacing thnnigli thcni t-o the northern fate, where they 
unite and fall into the Narbada after alh 

Thiy extenaivc region emerged from the outer darkness 
that shrouds the early hiatory of such immensft tracts in 
India only within the hist three centuries. Before then 
wc have nothing to grope by in the thick darkness but 
the will-o'-the-wisp lights of" tradition, and the scarcely 
more reliable indicatit^n^ of a few niinous remains and 
vague inscriptions. The aborigines have never possessed 
a written langiuige, and the Hindi'i races, who have 
witluu the last few Lenturies peopled the valleys that 
aurrotmd and interpenetrate the hills, have allowed their 
literature to remain the monopoly of a priestly caste, 
whose very existence was bound up in the iiecoj^ity of 
fiilsifyin^ all history. Their only writings which wear 
even the reniofewt sernblanoe of hisLury^ — the Mahabhanit 
and Uaniaym epics— speak of all India sviuth of the .lamna 
aa a vast wildcmeas inhabited by hostile demons and 
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flnakoa. Religions )i<^rnulK of tlie northern race are 
described aa dwelling in kfrtfy bciwen* in ihrit niidfll. while 
heroes d^nd demigods wandered ubout like knight:^-crrant^ 
protecting the devotee* from their ho*^ti!o uetd, which 
»©ora more like the pranka of frisky monlceys than the 
actions of IiuruAri bemga. The snakes and demons have 
be^-n (xoijcrtiirpd. with some jnuhability, to have been 
the black abnrigmefl of the r^onntry, and the 3C*^nps o( the 
epira to portray the gradual advance of the Aryan race 
and religion into their niidftt. The wandering RajAn arc 
fieaueotly described as alljHng themselvoit in marriage 
with the daught^rM of the pntent deniontt, and m far the 
poenift agrw* witli wliat ts ntherwihe shown to be [kroLrablc. 
2Jothing hke a connected historical narrative is, however, 
to be extruiled from tlic ma^s of Brahminic-ul fiction ; 
and wliatover value such niateriaU may yield to the 
iitv^Hiigatioti of the history of ih^ Arvnn or oonqnering 
races, they are worth nothing as bearing 4>n th;it of the 
wild men of the wildemcM, who are throughout regarded 
ft being as much bevond the pale of luimanity aa their 
country was beyond t'hc Aryan pale— the land of clearingB 
and the black antelope. 

\\V have a few »rcliiteelural remains and inrtcriptione 
tbftt tell of Arjan chiefs holding powtT in parts of the 
l^rbada vallcv and the central ^jlatcaux, between the 
fifth end the fourteenth ccnturicSn But who and wliat 
tliey were^ and what was really their position^ there is 
nothing to show. Remains of rehgious edifices aur- 
romided by fortifications point t^i the probability n{ their 
having been the headft of iesolated bands of the warlike 
caste, protecting settlemcntd of miRHionair prieata, and 
perhaps, by superior courage and arms, holding in nominal 
subjection the a)K»ri^n[iI tribes around them- Traditions 
e.x\t\i of II pji.HLoial riM:v, tu whom iKiLlitnliulii^d every anrietit 
building ttiat cannot be otherwise accounted for. It ts 
highly probable that the cow was unknown to the aborigines 
before it was bixjught by tlieir Arj-aii invaders. Tradition 
would probably fix on so striking a fefliure as the posses* 
moil uf herds by those early colonists; and thuK it do^s 
not seem nece^ary to auppone the existeiLce of any peculiar 
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pasl^iml penplc, distinct from other Aryan j^ettlrrs in ilieM 
central regions. 

But what these early immigrantB nrny really have been 
is unimportant, For^ when first the light of true biatorv 
breaks upon the tiountry, at the peritjd of its eontatt witK 
the iiLvacling Mjihomedan in the fourteenth century, all 
of them hrtd reaaed to have any separate exkstrnop. Mo!*t 
probably they liad been absorbed in the great ma&a of 
the aborij^iiiai tribes who aurroundcd them; and we find 
the coimtry then ealled by the name of Gondwana, from 
the tribe of GonAs who chiefly inhabit^ it. The petty 
tribal chieftainships into whirh. therr is raison to believe, 
it had formerly been dmded, had then been united into 
three couflidorahlc prineipaUties, under the sway of chiefs 
whom all the evidence we have proves to have been of 
mixed aboriginal and Hlndii (R&jptit) descent. Archi- 
tectural reniamy, aud the rerordcd uonditioii uf the country 
ftt the time ineiitioncil, show that thesis little hingdoma 
had acquired a considerable degree of stability and develop* 
ment ; and it has often been wondered how a tribe of such 
rude savages as the Gords could Iiave reached a stage of 
civilisation at that early period so greatly above anything 
they have since shown tbemaelves capable of. The 
i6xplau&tion seema to lie in the cirrunishance mentioned, 
"The leal establishere of these courts, and introducers oi 
th« arts, were not Gonds but Hindis, 

It ia the custom in all families which trace their 
lineage 1.0 tlie fimntaiu-heRd of Hindi arislocracy among 
the RAjpftb clans of Rajsi-sthau to retain, like the Celtic 
chieftains of our own country, family bards, whose duty 
it is to record in a genealogical volume, and recite on 
great occasions, the descent and family history of their 
patrona. The bardic office is hereditary, and where the 
lineage of the family i« really ancient, the bairl is generally 
also A descendant of the hards of the original clan. Often 
he i& the chief bnrd of the clan itself, and resides with 
its lusreditary head at the family seat in RajasthAn, 
visiting at interval? the cadet branches of the house to 
record their domestic events. In Gindw^na. numeroua 
chiefs claim cither a pure descent from Rdjp6t house^^ 
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j<|Uontly, admit t}i«ir lernotc origin to hftvc 
a union between some Kujput nuvcnturcr t>( 
noblc^lood and one of the <U!i);litom of tho aborigines 
Few of ttieui HTV lultiiilUH] to b(? pun.' RAjpflts by thi- blue- 
blooded chiefs of lUjosthatv; but all have their bnrds and 
genealogiea* These, like Buch documents in all countries, 
often go back to fabulous timea. and are overbid with 
modem fiction; but the legendary portion of the bardic! 
chronicle can generally be separated with little difficulty 
from a solid refeidue of probable fant. 

The general cnnrliiAJon t^o he drawn from the ewlcnce 
of these writings, supported as they arc by tradition iutd 
later bi^toryt ift that during the foiutoenth and fiftoerth 
centuries, and it may be even earlier, a great ininiigra- 
liun of the Rajput tlans took plute into the country of 
the aborigines. The Mahomedan invaders of Upper India 
were then proaaing hard on the countrj* between the 
Ganges and the Narbadd rivers occupied by the RHjpiita; 
and it was doubtless the recoil from them that forced 
these colouiea of R&jpflts aouthward^ into the wildi> of 
Central Iinlia. Here it would seem that they generally 
formed matrimonial alliances with the indigenous bribes. 
The superior qualities of the Arj'an race would soon a^tscrt 
thomeelves among suL'h inert races ii« these nborigines; 
and there is little doubt that beforE^ the arriviil of the 
Mahomedans, not otUy the heads of what have been termed 
the Gond kingdoms, but aUo many of the nnbordinate 
chiefa, were far more HindA than aboriginal in blood- 
The unfailing evidence of physical apjjearancc aupporta 
these indications of tradition. Most of the chiefs posse^'t 
the tall, weli-pmjiortkiried figure and light complexion of 
the Hindir. liuL nllied with more or le.Ks tit the thickne^A of 
lip and animal t}-pc of count<ruanc« of the pure aborigine. 
The mii6^ of the tribes, on the other band> arc marked 
by the black skin, short aquat figure, and features of the 
aegretto race of hamanity, Betwet^n thom are found 
certain HeirtJoUK of the tribes, who would eeem to have 
been also imbued with somrthiag of the foreign blood, 
though in a Ic8a degree than the chiefs. Like the latter 
they afTeot much Hindu manners and cu^oma; and it is 
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jiml>ablf? tliat tfiey, ton, are the. result of some coimeotioii 
111 long pjkrt times betwct^ iramigrant AryoDS aad tlic 
iudigcuoufi tribce, 

Tne irindu proolivitioii of th© chiefs appear to have 
early letl tltem to eiicuiirnge the setllemeut in tli^ir 
domaitiH of cfilonies of th^ indu^tmuis agricultural mces 
wha had already reclaimed the eoil of Northern and 
Wcatmi India. But no very cstonaive arrival of these 
races would seem to have occurred previous to the efitab- 
lishnient, early in the seventeenth rentnry, of a strong 
Mfiliomedaii giiveniiueiit, under the great Akher, in the 
surrounding coiintrieii. The impetus given to the Ac 
Yuiopment and oivilieotion o( the dark regions of India by 
the wise rule of tlmt greatest of eastern iidmiiii^tratOTS 
can never ho over-rated> Before the absorption into hi« 
i^iupire of the minor Hindti and Mahomedan 8ta1*«^ their 
history is one of oontimious lawleasneas and strife; and 
the further we invcstignte. the more certainly we perceive 
that politiejil order^ the BUprcmacy of law, aoimd pnneiples 
of taxation, a Vp*i&e land system, and almost every art 
of civilised government, owe their birth to this enlightened 
mW. J-Iis ti^atuieiit id bhe^n iinHettlixl wilds ai«d their 
people WA3 markeil witli the same political wisdom. 
While, ill the aurrt>uiKling coiintrie,'*, which had already 
been in a measure reclaimed by Hindu races, he every- 
where broke up the feudal system, under which strong 
government and purnmnent hnpruviMiiPiit were impossible, 
he aaked no more from the chiefs of thesp wjiAie reginna 
than nominal submission to his empire, and the preserva- 
tion of the peace of the realm. Tnose on his borders he 
converted into a frontier police, and the rt*Bt he left to 
administer their country in their own fashion. Acknow- 
ledgment of liis supremacy he insisted un, however, and, 
in case of refusal, sent his generals and armies, who very 
floon convinced the barbarous chiefs of their powerlcssnesa 
in his hands. Tl\e influence of hi^ power and splendour 
rajjidly extend^/d itself over even this remote region. The 
rhiefs lie«^Hnie tiujrtJerft, iirc**pt€d with pricie imperial 
favours and title-s, and, in some cases^ were even converted 
to the fashionable faith of Islam. 
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A viwfc developtneiit of the reMiun^en of tlies* central 
gioufi followed tho coming of Akber. A great highway 
betvrcctL Upper India and the Deccan wa^) estfiblTHhed 
tbroufih a gap in the Satpiim nionntamfl. A vast city 
arose ui the T^ptJ valley, whiih became the Heat of govern- 
ment of the southern province uf the empire. Annle^i 
marching i^ and fro, and the n'tinno^ of a great court. 
brought with them a demand, hefore unhcaid of, for the 
necQssarics and the luxuries ol life. The open eountry, 
under tho rule of Akbcr, was mpidly rcclaimotl by }lind6 
immi^rmits, Hrriviii^ siuiulljiteDUsly from ihv north and 
frt)n» the west. Nor were they hjng in extnRnding into the 
fat lands of the great valleys in the territories of the Gond 
princes. The reclamation of tlie heavy lands of the 
Narbada valley, and the country now known ae the Berara, 
had probably been entirely beyond the resources of the 
aboriginal race^. Tlie innnigraiiLs brought with them the 
neccftsary energy and the ncoewary reisouneii; and from 
this tiiue a process commonad which resulted in the 
wholesale dcprivatioo of the iudigenous races of their 
birthright in the richest portions of their counm% and the 
u^ublLshment therein of the arts of agriculture and 
commerce* 

The fJinda rctirpd to the higher plateaux and alopea 
f the central hills, whi^re their hunting inatincta. and 
rude syBtcm of xai&ing the coarse grains on which they 
sobtist^ could stilt fiitd »i-ope; the nvireextenuveplatettux 
vrvse alfto mxhi invWvtil by tht* aggrfssivc in^^e, and iheir 
level biurk soils covered with crops of wheat and cotton* 
Tftc«.- elevated plains are /iiirroiiuded by belts of rugged, 
uuL'ultunible ccjuntn', wluuh rcmnijtcd in the poiwession 
of the aboiiginc^s ; and thuSf ere long, the tribes were not 
only surrounded but interpenetrated by large bcdteA of 
Hind lis. 
The Brahman priest accompanied the warlike Itijpfit 
d the induntriouft Hmdu peasant to their new coimtry; 
and brought with him the worship of the Hindu g'>d4 and 
the institution of caste. No Reparation from the holy 
oij'^lerieH of his faith was demmided from the immigrant. 
Kot only vaa he pentuaded that he wa^ »till under the 
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protection of the old gods; but the gmls thenift^lves, and 
all their belougiiiga, vc^re bodily borne into exile alobg 
with their votaries. New scriptures were revealed, in 
which the religious m^i^hs of the race wore transplanted 
wholesftio, acd fitted to local uamea and plfw.'&v. The 
Narbadi'i became more holy as a river than the Ganges. 
Th<^ mountain oF Kaila.% the fahtcd heaven of Siva- beyond 
the anowa of the Himalaya, jutted to heaven m the pcaka 
of the Mdhadeo r&nge. Krishna and Rdmd passed their 
miraculoua boyhood, and achieved their legendary feats, 
in these central forests, instead of in the groves of Mathuru 
and the wilderness of BindrAban, Some remarks u'ill lic 
offered in another place on the social and reUgious influence 
of this contact with Hinduism of the aboriginul races who 
retired before the invaders, A few remained in tho 
country occupied by the Hindrtsi chiefly in the position 
of agricultural aeiL*, of watchers of the villages against 
the inroads of their wilder bretliren or of wild beasts, of 
hewers ol wood, prevented only by the rules of Cftoto 
from being also their drawers of water. A social status 
was assigned them below that of all but the outcaflts of 
the otlier race; and they were compelled to segregate 
themselves in humble hovels, beyond the linuts of the 
comfortable houses and homesteads of the superior 
castes. 

The soiui -aboriginal principalities of Mandla Deogarh 
and Kh^rla, which inchided the whole of this highland 
i-egian, were thus permitted, by the p*»licy of successive 
Mahomedan rulers, to maintain a little irksome feuda- 
tory position until the Maratha power began to supplant 
that of the Moghula m the latter part of the eighteenth 
century. Then the irrepressible hordes of the Decean, 
having swallowed up the more settled dominions of the 
Moslem, began to overrun also the country of the Gfinds, 
Eefore the close of the cfnturyn the three kingdoms had 
been entirely broken up, find are heard of no more in 
history. They seem to have at no time been more than 
a feudal agglomeration of numerous petty chiefships; 
and on the niiii of tlieir heajJ.s tl»ey resolved theniselves 
again into the same elements. The coni^uest of the Mar&- 
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4a aaannied \itt\^ of a prftrtiral rhararter in the interior 
of the hilU, the n^ountai&ccr^ coutmuiug to wagi' ftguin^t 
them a deaultory warfare from tlicir fastnesses. Tbo 
present century broke with the commencement <if that 
*■ time of tnniUle/',wli*»ti Ihr k'mk-rs cf tlie MaritLA uun- 
federacr began to quarrel oi'er their Kprul, and entered on 
n deadly struggle for territory and power. The financial 
»;truit£ of the Maratba chiefs now led to wholesale dis- 
regard for ail rights of property inconaietent with their 
demand of a rack-rent from every acre of the soil com- 
manclec] by their troop*. Tlie hill-ohiefs were in»w refb of 
the laftt of their posftew^ioiifi in the pUins ; corrupt mid ovcr- 
beaiins fartnci^ of the land-tax seizing on the lust uf their 
accessible rc^orcee. Then chey took to the hilk with their 
tribes, and turned tfaeir hands a^sinet the spoiler, tUl ih% 
DAtiu.' of G6tid and Bheel becume synonymom^ witji that 
of hiU'robber. WTioie tracts came to be distinguished by 
the title of the "country of robbers," There is not a 
district in all that long frontier between hill and plain 
where tales are not still related of the sudden downswoop 
of bands of hill-men on the flarn**red har\'e3t of the plains, 
of bloodshed, t.orturr, nud bbi/.ing villagers, and of the 
sharp and savage r(?1jiliation of Marathu nicrf-Tn^ri^s. A 
little tributarj" of the Tapt\ river that cornea down from 
the hUJs of Oavilgarh Is still called the " stream of blood," 
from the massacre in its valley of a whole tribe of NahalB, 
man. woiufln, and child, by a body of Arabs in the service 
of Simiiii; and many similar tales have been related to 

e when travelling in the hills. Then, if not before, 
'every pass in the hills was crownctl by a fortified post of 
the mountain men, and every inhabited village of the 
ilains by a wall of earthwork and a central keep. Then, 

o. aniHc the organised bandsof jnminted jiIund^PeTM who 
have been culled Pindaris--lshm*ielitc5 of theae ocntral 
r^ons, who, Ukc the vulture, salhcd forth from their 
fo^eeeefi in sonic aeclndcd wild to gorge on the prey 
fltnick down by a nobler hand. Thenceforth, for neatly 
twenty years, the hill-tribes, riiidSri plumlerers, and 
lawlew ^lai^thA ftoldierj', with their daggers at each other's 
throatdj were unanimous only in robbiog the husbandmen 
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of the ptama, who ploughed their fields by night with 
swords and matchlocks tied to the shalta of their ploughs, 
or purchased peace by heavj- payments of biuclcDiail, 
Vast areas of the country tliat liad been reclaimed by 
their indnatry were again ahamioE^ed to the jungle and the 
wild beast; and only round the wallB of fortified villages, 
within which the people and tlieir herds could retreat in 
time of need, v^ns nny tillage mainluiiied at hIL 

In the year 1818 this unlieard-of an>trrhy was ler^ 
minated by our final success affainst the MaF&th&s, and 
the extermination of the Pindari banda, But wc entered 
on the posgession of our new tenitoriefi to find Ihcm 
almost dcs*.»latcd by a quarter of u centurj' of the ulU^r 
ajjsence of guvemuieiit. with the hill populBticn fieUKicd 
the excitement of & life of plunder, and branded with 
character of " savage and intractable foresters/' The 
Sfigar and Narljada territories, aa the northern hall of the 
country was then called, were acquired by us in full 
sovereignty after this war. The aouthern p^irtion remained 
noniiniilly the territury uf t-Lc feiidiiUiTy IMja of Kiigpiir, 
but had long been under British adjniutstration when> in 
18M, it too was annexed on failure of heirs. The Gavil- 

§ftrh hill«> in the extreme south-west, formed pait of the 
fizam's territory of Berar; but that also has for many 
years been under British munagemenL 

With the establishment of a strong government the 
hill-men soon proved how greatly they were maligned 
when de»icribed as '* savage and intractable." Smce they 
first earae under our rule there has not been an outbreak 
among them of the lea^t Iniportance; and, cm tlie con- 
trary, they have long since gained the character of being 
a remarkably submissive and law-abidmg people. The 
chiefs were early secured in their feudatory position, with 
the full nropi ietorship of sut'h territories, both in the hills 
and in tne plains, aa they could establish a title to; and 
for many years they were left almost to themselves in the 
management of their internal aft'aira. Our early adminiB- 
tratora were too fully occupied with the work of reat^)ring 
prosperity in the open cciuntry to have much time to 
8|>are for the Qi>nd and his wildernesses ; and thus we find 
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h$.t the interior of ilmr country roniained nn Almost 
explored mystery up to a very recent pcriodi 
Two and a half tcnturica ago tlic great Akbcr knew 
thinj:; of the Gondst but &s a " people who tame lions 
a8 to DiJikc theui du nEiytliing they pleaise, and zihout 
whom many wonderful storieji am tolu'';^ and within 
the Iftst twenty ycarfl even they have been dca^rribed as 
going n&ked, or clothed in lefives, lixiug in trec;^, and 
practising cannibalism, "So lately a» 1853, when the 
great trigonometrical survey of India had been at work 
Itii Iwlf H ceiiturVj iuid tlie more detailed suiveys for 
some thirty ye»r«j Sir Erskiiie Perry, mldre^sijig the 
Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, wrote; 
'At prcf^eiit the Gondwana higlilands and jungle^^ com- 
prii»e Kuch ii large tract of unexplcred country that they 
form qnitfi an oasis in our map». Captain Blunt' r; inter* 
enting jaumey in 1795, from Benares to UajiimaTidri^ 
givea us almost all the information we possets of many 
parta of the interior/"- Till within a few veam, "im- 
explored " wa^* written acrosn vaflt tracts in our best 
map«; and, though lyi^ff at our very doors, unexplored 
ill n.'*ility they wer*?. With few uxtx-ptions, tlic rivil 
officer* of tho^ days never drt'un.t of penetratini^ the 
hilly portions of thrir charges : and the writer ia acqjainted 
with one district containing stmip 30(K» square miles of 
foveet country, and inhabited by between 30.000 and 
40,000 aborigines, in which one officer held charge fur 
eleven yeiirs witJunit onre ha\ing put fi>ot within this 
enormoufi territory. All accounts of such tracts were 
filtered rhrou*:h Hmdii or Mah<imedftn flubordinat^s, whose 
horror of a jungle, and its unknown terrors of bad air and 
water, wild beasts, and general diftcomfcrt, is $ueh an to 
i^nKun* tlii'ir painting lliu country mid iis pet'plt^ in the 
bkcke&t of cokmrs. 

But a new era dawned on these dark regions, when 
Uie condcionco of the British rulcfB of India wa« awakened 
to the wants of theit great chjirge, afler a rebellion which 



' Oli^wm'e A^«fn AkUffc^ vol. ii. j, fi9. 

' ' hiinjJtictioD to till* OtBttml Prorijic** GaMtteer," by Cfaariee 
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nearly ou^stod them from their seat- Along with many 
mure itimortant pmvince^^, tkis seclmled region felt the 
lieiiefit of thv jinmilt<e, Uieti given Lo the admiDrntration 
ol the empire. Ihat great civiliser of tiations^the iron 
road— was to I>e driven through the heart of it6 valleys; 
and Munchestor htid prophetioaJly fixed an eye on its black 
soil plains as a future field for cotton. Something ^trtjnget 
than the divided and Iimil<^d agency ol the several local 
ofiicerR who had been aitting still over ita affairs w&s wnntcd 
for the guidanre of a country and a people who poaaeased 
all the elements of a rapid prugreaa. Accordingly, in 18ril, 
were constituted what have since been known aa the 
Central Provinces, under the chief comniissionHrship of 
the late Sir Richard Temple, of the Bengal Civil Service- 
Then were seen strange sights in that unbiown land; 
when distant valleys and nionutain goi^cs, that had heard 
no other sound than the woodman's axe, echoed to the 
honne-hoofs u( the tirele^ Chief, and his Bmall knot of 
oft-en weary followers; when the solitary G6nd or Bygii^ 
clearing hi^ patch of millet on the remote hill-side, wa^ 
astonished by the apparition, on some commanding biU- 
top, of that veritable *' Government " (Sirkar) in the flesh, 
which to him and his for several generations had been an 
ahwtractionj repnacnted, if bv (^liance he evei' visit<*cl the 
district head-quailcrs, by a " Saheb '* in his ahirt-sleeves, 
sitting in a dingy office smoking a cheroot ! 

A Chief who thufi, by dint of hard ridings ingisted on 
seeing the requirements oi the couutrv for himself, waa 
not long in perceiving that the highmnd centre of the 
provincej with its exten^^ivc forests and mineral wealthy 
lift limitless traots of unreclaimed waa^c, and scanty^ 
half-wild population, and its great capabilities for the 
storage of precious water, was worthy of a principal 
nhare uf attention. It had already Ijctn whispered by a 
few that ita forestfi, calculated on by the prfijectors of 
the railway lines, then being conutracted through the 
pro\TncG. for their supply of timber, were likely to prove 
a broken reed, having been already exhausted by a long 
course of iniMnanageiiient ; and one of the first steps 
taken wa* the orgaiiieation of a Forest Department, tyj 
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^he detailed oxamiiinlion nnd conservation of the iiiiiber- 
bearing twcts. An officer * who hud already iiitcrt=5t«d 
limflclf in the question, and bad tTB-vclIcd cartcnsivrly in 
th^^e r^f^ions^ and wh'-> was admirably fitted for the task 
hy hhy^iea.1 qualities, and the poBsession cif thiit fac^ulty 
rt oVervation which is not to ne attained hy the labours 
t^ fttTidy, was selected as superintendent of the new 
'd^ti^tment. During the five succeeding yeara sc^veral 
offieers, quorum unxts fui, were urromittingly employed 
in the exploration of the 36,000 square mile* which may 
be taken to Ik- th(- urvn ol tlie cetitnLl }\ilU« )>esidi}« duitia 
luch to exnminc an ttlmost equully extensive tract m 
'w-iying forest in the south of the pro\nnce- In later 
rcare tlic regular civil officers of the district, those em- 
ployed in the land revenue Bettlement, surveyorp, niia- 
sionanes, and many others, have traversed nmny parts 
of fhe^e niomitaiiiii ; und a grcnt juKiis <if Ldnrmatjon 
Tespectbg theii- physical character and inhabitants haa 
been accnmulutcd, which, although of very unequal value, 
yet a mine of useful ore from which much good mctai 
may be extracted. Much of this has alreody been printed 
in the form of official Reports ; and the cream of it has 
been abstracted into a Gazetteer of the Central Provinces, 
the Intifidurtion to which, from the pen of Mr. Grant, 
late Secretary to the Ciiicf Commissioner, 13 a T43um€ of 
the history of the pro\"iiico» admirable for its conciseness 
^■Mid research. Oood nmps of all but the remotest trnctA 
^^Mvcs wilio now }}vvn wmh' availiiKIt'; nnd stattstinil in* 
^Banntttion of nil sorts is minuuUy prepared with much care 
^Tmd made public by the Government, 

My design^ then^ in thus venturing before the public^ 

is not that of attempting to rival thane most complete 

bufficial documents in accuracy or extent of information, 

^Kub rather m pre^nt, in a mme |inpnlar and accessible 

form, the hgLter and more picturesque aspects of a 

country in which an increasingly large section of our 

^oouiilr>*u>cn take an interest. Though mo&t of what ] 

^Bjball have to say is founded on, or corroboratod by my 

^^ ■ CnirUJD G, F, IV«t9Citi, of the MadfttA Armv, t^w OoDwrrtWr ia 
tb« N,W. I'txivincv. 
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own ob»i.Tvftt!on during mnny years of acquaintance vritli ' 
the rogii*ti de»t.Tibcd^ 1 shall not rcfuso ta avnil myself of 
well -au then ticated material collected by others, 1^| 

The hiijhtand region js coinpreheiiued withiD eleven^f 
of the nmef^cn di^tIicts into which the provijic^e haa^B 
been subdivided (or administrative purposes. A portion 
of niost of these districts lies also in the fidjaceut plains, 
cither to thf* north or i^outh of ihe h\\h, a judicioua 
arrangement, which combines in one iimadiction the hill fl 
and MJe pbitn peoplp. who have dcalin)^ together. Tho ^| 
total area of these diatrictj^ i?(, in nniiui nnmber.s, 44,000 H 
square niilc.'^, of which .ibout n,(WJ drc under cultiva- H 
lion, and the remainder wu^te. M'hcre such extensive M 
mountains are included, it will not be surprising to find H 
that of Hm large unrocIniniEd area, about 20,000 ?;qiiure H 
milea are estimated to be wholly inrapable of tillage, the H 
remaining 13,000 being probably more or less fit for im- I 
proveinent- These fibres aie obtained by the returns of I 
the department employed in what is called the "seule* fl 
tnent of the laiul i-eveiiue/* ^ H 

Ff-W re*nL*iT* will require to be UM that in Tndia tlie ^M 
great mass of the land has alwayr^ paid a tax to the H 
Government (which is really of the nature of a rent-charge H 
which had never been alienated by the original proprietor H 
of all land — the State): and in these pro\nuces nio^t of ^t 
the IiilUeliiefs even were found, on the countTy coming H 
into our handa, to he lial^le ti» the hind i&x, which in ^M 
their ca.^, however, was usually a very light one. During H 
the tirne^ oi anarchy which preceded our rule, the [jropcr H 
amount of this tux had become very uncertain, the aj*!*ess- H 
ment, in f;ict. having very mueh rtsolvci! il^sel[ into a ^t 
struggle Iret.ween the rulen* Hnd the rided, " thut they ^| 
should take who have the power, and they should keep H 
who can.'* It was also by no means clear in many ea^ca H 
from whom the tax should be demanded, rights of property H 
in land having fallen greatly into abeyance during a period H 
when to claim the proprietorshlji waa to invito spoliation H 
and oppreH^ion. Our strong and equable rule 8o greatly H 

* Thii vnwt frijrvod for llirm ytam M octUiMuent ofTtccr ol cite of ^M 
tbea« (Uj^tricto. and cau vuiich for ihe gtuienl Accuxftcy of UieBtatiotioa..^| 
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encourflgerl the arts of peat^e, that h pnpulatinn sonn Wgan 
to preas upini the immediately available? land: antl tfii^ 
circtimstauce, together with the moderation and certainty 
of our land taxation, soon bestowed od prr^perty in land 
a value whJcli it had never before pof<sessod. Rival 
clainiarits then be;jaD to brirjg forward conflicting^ iuxd 
often long-dormant, rlaimrt to poswjwiini ; ntid thp cmiita 
tst&btbhfd for the ordinary buaincs* o{ the country were 
60on swamped by the nunibei^ and complexity of thesA 
CAsaa. It VQrS found, too, on inquiry^ that there had 
never roaliy e^ci^ted any clearly recpgni^d right of 
property, in our Kenj*e of the term, which wouhl give the 
agricultural cla^sL^Js n real interest in the improvement of 
tteir hmda. wiiilc mauy classes of porflon;* had been allowed 
to exercise very imdcfincd powers over the whole of this 
iromense an^a of unreckimed land. The culturable wastes 
wecu becoming much in demand by enterprising settlers, 
E demand which thfi opening of the *:oimtry by fchp rail- 
way promified to largely increase. Such operations were 
olotK;ed by these uncertain claims, and thua the progress 
of the country was in danger. The forest question also 
became urgent, timber being required in large quantities 
y the rHilways^ while a fear arose of the im)>endini^ 
xhaii^tion uf the wholp forestfl of the ruimtry. Nothing 
could be effected in this direction either, until the iiuestion 
of title in these v-Ttstea should be determined. The Govern- 
ment then detemnned to appoint special officers for the 
settlement o! all these matters in every district of the 
province ; and aft^er ten y^ftra of hard work, they have 
DOW lieen set at re-st, rew peTM»nft can conreive the 
amount of personal labour, in the field and in the olhce. 
volved in the scltlcmciit of one of these diatricta. Every 
illage and hamlet has to be visited and every acre ot 
land appraised and a^ttessed ; thir tiih=^ ui evfry cbiirmiit 
to any interest in the land has to be invezitigAled from the 
beginning of time; and finally a minute and accurate 
record of the whole process has to be drawn up, tu form 
e Hub^tantive law for the dispo^l of future cases in the 
ivil and revenue courts of the district. The craiid result, 
aa affecting riglit^ and intereHtft in the land, waa, that 
o 
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wbcro any title which could be converted into a right of 
property was established, the freehold, bearing hubility 
to the fixed Government rent-iharge, was bestowed wi 
the claimaiita; while all land U> wliiih no such private 
title co^ild he established was dcrlared to he the unham- 
pered property of the State. Most of the hill-ehicfs were 
admitted to the full ownership of the wht>le of their 
enormous wastes, though cc^rtaiii restrictions as to the 
destrLictioii of the forests have herL* (as in all civiliwetl 
countries) been imposed on these proprietors. 

Few parts of India present so great ^ range of intereat- 
ing natural objects for investigation tis this. Situated 
in the very centre o( the peninsula, the ethnical, zoological, 
botanical, iind even geological featiues of jiorlli and south, 
and of east and west, hert meet and contrast themselves. 
As has been noticed above, two distinct streams of the ao- 
calted Indian Aryana. approacliiug from Northeni and 
Western India, here meet and intermingle, differing con- 
siderably in appearance, in character, and iu speech. 
Wli^re the land has been suit^able for their agricultural 
proccssefl, the original dwellers of the land have liecn 
driven out to the central hills; and there we find them in 
several tribes, which yield to the investigator points of 
connection with several branches of the human race. 

The total jiopulation of the tracts I have imJuded in 
thi*t skrti^h ift ftliout four and one-third millions, at whmn 
about three and one-third niillionfi are AryanR, and ona 
milUon only belong to aborigiiial racca. The great majority' 
of these arc the Conds, who have given their name to tho 
countiT, and who are distributed in greater or less density 
over tile whole of the hilly portioTi of the tract. The 
infallible test of language hIiows that the 06nds belong 
to the same family of mankind as the Tamil -speaking 
Dravidian^ of Southern India.* In the exlrcnie north- 
eaat of the tract are found the tribe known in the Ben^l 
hi!l-tracts as K6Is, a race closely allied to the Suntats and 

^ A fiippoBcd oonuei^liiiti lwlwt-i?ii llie Q^ujils ftiul the Urdhuis. a 
Mali(i[|ii'*liiii tril* nn iW Smdh fmntier, bjLseH oo tlie corrcsjumJence 
of a ri'w wuHe in their Languages, dot-9 not appear to bear the t««t ol 
» closer examination. 
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other tribes of the north-east: ontl in the very centre of 
these highlands, on the high plateaux of Pnchmurree and 
GivilgariK surrounded and ii^olated by the CI6nds, are 
fciiiml annther i*ar<*, railed Ki'iiftor Knrki'm, whose language 
anti gonpml type arr* almost idenliral with tlieafi K6lfl 
nnd Sont^K though they themaclvcs arc utterly unaware 
of the counecttouK All the^^e Kolarian tribei* differ radieolly 
in Un^ujLge trom the DrAvidiun Gt^iids; and Ji^me con- 
noctiuti kiiH been trtu;pd between them ai^d the nboriginiil 
races of countries l>*ing to tha east of India. Further 
to the eaat Ag»in, in the Mykal range, and like the Korkus 
imbedded among the Oondn, is found a amall body of 
Byg^, who hav<* not yet hef*n traced either to the RolariBn 
or the l)ra\ idiuri ?*J^»rK. They i;r<-Kejit> from nnmy tirann- 
fttiint^^s to Iw iifl^Twiird-s notlrvd, I.Ik^ iiiohI. eurlou^ ethnical 
problem of alh Less raised above the condition of the 
mere hunting savage than any, and clinging to th(5 nioat 
8ocIuded solitudes, they have yet entirely loet all trace 
of their own language, and speak in^itead a rude dialect 
ol the tongue of the Aryan immicraots. They prt^wut 
Hon»e pointrt of alfimty to the BheeG of Wefrt^m rndia, of 
whom aI*o, in the extreme we&t, ^ome 20,00C> are reckoned 
in this cauldron of pcopW, The number of the aborigines 
10 completed by about 25,000 aouU. formm^^ the fngondft 
ol tribes who have lo^t all semblance of distinct cohesion, 
without language or territory of their own. 

Whirh of the^e entirely distinct fanubea are the au* 
thoneA of the land, or which of them tirst settled here, 

y poesibijr never be known* None of them have any 
reliable tradition of their arrival i and no evidence bearing 
on the subject, beyond what hai^ bf»en already mentioneil, 
ban beern dlKcovvred. H is not within the scopo of my 
present purpose to attempt any elaborate invefltigatiou 
into the ethnical hiator)* or peculiarities of these trihed. 
The evidence yet recorded is too scanty to yield valuable 
reaults; and such has been the a<:lmixture of their cun^toms, 
rdigion, and language with tho^e of the HindiliH, that it 
ia iuipnihabltfi miw that itiui h \}i ilii*ir original diittinctjve 
peculiarity remains to be disccvered. Yet there is much 

1 15 cuuuua and Interesting in their present condition, 
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gradually Ijeiiig aljsarljod as they are ia the vast mixture 
o( Tacnes coinjjosing rnudern Ilintii'iism; and ft grave 
problem remains unsolved in the question of out duty 
towards these raoes as a Government. What I Lavo to 
say on these points will find a place further od< 

The region is also remarkable as forming the meeting- 
groijiid of some forms of vegetable and animal life, which 
fleem to be rharacteristic of No rth-eti stern and Sf»nth* 
western India. The principal forest-tree of upper India 
is the Sal {Skorea romtsta), a tree who&e habit it is to 
occupy^ where it grows at all, trho whole area, almost to 
the exclusion of others. It thus forms vast forests in the 
lower Tlinialaya, and covera also the gn?ater portion of 
the hilly region to the south of the Oangetic valley. From 
the latter tract it stretches along the table-land of the 
Bubdivision of Bengal called Chota Nagput, and thence 
extends into the Central Provinces in two great branches 
separated by the open cleared plain of Cbattisgarh. The 
eoutheiri brancli readies as far as the Godavari river, and 
the northern embraces the eastern halt of the highlands I 
have deaunbcd, both branches ceaaing almoat exactly at 
tho eightietli parallel of cast longitude. To the west of thi« 
the charaL'teristic ard most valuable forest-tree is the 
Teak(T*'f/owffj/raw//'/^),\vhic!t is not foimd at all in Northern 
India, or Jiengal, and bnt scantily in the ('entral Provincea 
to the east of 80° longitude, llie Teak tree is, however, 
noteooxehimvc in itshabit of growth as the Sal, appearing 
rather in the form of scattered clumps among other forms 
than as the sole occupant of large areas. 

Some explanation of this peculiar disposition of these 
two timber trees may perbajis be foimd in their halMtft 
of growth and relation to various soils. The Sal is u tree 
po^e^eed of a remarkable power of propagating itwlf, 
shedding an enorrnous number of seeds, at a season (the 
commencement <if the rains) when the usual jungle fire* 
have rftftjwd, and whifh sprout almost imTiiediately oii 
their reaching the groimd. On the other hand, the Tenk 
seed^ fitter the rainy season, and the seeds themselves are 
covered by a hard sli«]l, which must be decomposed by 
long exposure to moisture and heat before they will ger- 
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This neceftftitatrf^-ft their f xposure t;hn>iighoiib one 
Iiot season, when the whole of the gruss E^ovcring tlic ground 
htHow 19 bumt in the antnial couflagratioD;^. Tbud a lan^e 

Percentage oi the scats of the Tcitl: never t^^rmtnate at all. 
I 13^ clear, then, that if tlie^e two species were growing 
together, on sml equally fiiiitable lor both, the Sil miist 
poflseas on immense advantage in the '* struggle for life ** 
over the Teak. And if to thi^ natural advantage be added 
an adventitious (ine, in the fact tliat the Teak is much 
more Beneraily useful to man — partioulflrly to man in u 
priniitive state — un is reftlly the case, there seems to be 
a ^tiflicient reason why the Teak should disappear bL'fore 
its rival in tracts where the latter has obtained a footing 
and ifl equally suitable to the soil and climate. Now an 
fiKJtminaUon of the tracts on which these treea are found 
in Central India shows that, while the Teak does not appear 
to shun any particular geolopoal formation, it thrives 
bent on the trap soiIa whieh predominate in the m^juth and 
west of the provicoc. But the SAl, on the other hand, 
ctcnrly ehuns the trap formation altogether. Not only 
is it unkno\*Ti \^ithin the groat trappeau area to the west 
of the eightieth degree of longitude, but eveu to the east 
of that hue, id its own peculiar region, it does not grow 
where isolated areas of the trap rocks are found. Further, 
1 believe that in no part of India where this tree grows is 
there any of the trap formation. With the exception only 
of this volcanic rock, the Sn! appears to thrive on any 
olhi.T fi.irmati^Mi, iKUitg equally nlfiindaiit within it^ own 
aiea, where primitive rocks, or sandstones, or lateritia 
beds predominate. Thus I beUeve that the SSI, where 
the soil is suitable— ihftt i«, where Iht^xc are uo trap rocka 
— hM exterminated the Teak, of wbieh it is a uatuml 
rival. In other p^trt^; of India, where tlie Teitk does not 
meet with thi^ rival, as in Malabar and Burma, it flourishes 
on the soils from which it ia here excluded by the H&>\. 
The general conclusion appears irresistible, but sharp 
oontcastR perhaps best illu^Trate RUch peculiarities. Many 
such might be mentioned, but two in particular are very 
iMjtk^'alilt'. Within the Hit] r*.-gion, In the hillft imrnetliatHly 
td the ea^t of the town of MandU^ there ia a considerable 
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area covered by Teak, to the total exnliision of the SAI. 
The whole of this region is composed of a trap overflow; 
and all around it, as soon aa the gigantic and latcritio 
formations recoinmence, the Sfil again entirely aboliahcft 
the Teak. Again, within the lirea nF the tniji >md Twik, 
in the valley of the Denwi river^ 150 miles west uf the 
furthest limit of the general Sal region, is found a solitary 
iflolatod patch of the latter, occupying but a few square 
miles. Here the Sal grows on a sandstone formation* It 
is surrounded on three sides by trap rocks, and there it 
eutirely ceust^.s, uiid is ^u^jplaiited by the Teak as the 
principal timber tre-i^. B\»t now tft flixount fur this f^niall 
and imiinportaiit outlier ol the groAt Sal belt ? To main- 
tain our theory, some link to connect thorn together should 
be found. 1 think that a hypothei>is, mueh less extrava- 
gant than many which are introdueed into such arguments, 
will do so. Towards the fourth side of the i^k\ patch in 
the Denwa valley lies the great open plain of the Narbada, 
into which the sandstone formation extendi, and passes 
on along with primitive rocks, and wilh little interruption 
from the trap^ right up to the main body of the Siil forest 
at the head of the Narbuda valley. The Sil, it is true, 
ceases in the open Narhada valley, but so doew i^tll forest^ 
the country having been completely cleared and cultivated 
Jar many gcncrationa. It ib not then a very violent 
iMumption to suppose that the Sal forest at one time 
extended down the Narbadd valley as far as the D^nwA, 
and that, when Lhe country was clearefl, this lilLle nat^h 
alone was leit securely nested under the clifT» oi the 
M&hMeo range, in the secluded valley of the Denwa. into 
which there was no road until within the lost few years. 

These are strange facts. But it would be still more 
strange if a corresjioiidirig distribution of animfil life could 
alaj lie dcmorstrafccd, Homethmg of the kind is really 
almost poBsiblc. Kquallv with the Sal tree, Beveral 
prominent members of tfie Central Indian fauna belong 
peciiliarly to the north-eastern parts of India. These 
ate the wild buffalo {liuhaJus Arni), the twelve-tined 
" swamp '* deer {RaArervv^ Duninrdln)^ and tlie i-eil jiuigle- 
fowl {pallMS ferrugincun). All these are plentiful within 
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tlio area of the great Sfil belt, but do not occur to the 
yvest o( it, excepting in the Sal jmUk of the IMinvii tvUtyy 
where the two latter, timugb nnt thft liiitTalo, again im^ur. 
Id the Uenwd valley there is but a solitary hertl of the 
swamp deer, I believe; the rod jungle fowl arc net eo 
numerous as the 1-1^711 species. & SonneTatU^ which ivplacoi} 
it in the wv^t aiLd south of India ; and it \h not surprising 
that t!iG wild buffalo should havi! disappcarcil whcm liis 
imngc had been reduced, by the clejirance of the inter- 
mediate forest, to the narrow limits of thi» gmall valley. 
So large and prominent an animal requires a nuirh larger 
range than deer and birdri; and there i^ no part of the 
hiimiunding country i^uitaljle fur his habJttt until we rcjich 
the 8rtl tracts again, thuu^h very probably the extensive 
black soil plains of the I^arbada valley were :^ before 
thcv were clcurcd- In corrobotution of the probability 
of his formerly having extended further down the valley 
than at present, skulk »nd horns have been found in the 
upjjer gravek of the Narbadi^ in no way difTering^ except 
in fltiperior sir**, from thase. nf the fucifiting species. Their 
greater size i^ not surprising^ as they are not larger than 
ihc horns still oocoaioually met with iu Assam, whore also 
the average «izo is now" rapidly dimioiBhicg under the 
attackia of sportsmen* 

Two other large representatives of the eastern and 
western faimas, the wild elephant and the Aaiatio lion, 
abo appear to have formerly extended far into this region. 
In modern timeft, howeveri the advance of cultivation 
and the persecutions of the hunter have driven them both 
almo^i out of the country I Am describing. Tlit- former, 
in the time of Akber (as is ascertained from Abul Fusl's 
chronicles], ranged as fur west aa Asirgarh, hut ia now 
confined to the extreme cast of the province- Sir Thomas 
Roe, ambassador from James L to the Court of the Great 
Mogul, in the seventeenth centuri,% speaks of the lion n 
being then common in the Narbadi valley. It is now 
seldom heard of further ea^t than Itajputdna; althou^ 
a solitary specimen sometimes apjiears m their old Iiaunts 
further coat. A lion was killed m the Sagar district in 
1^1, and another a few years ago only a few miles from 
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the Jubbulpiir smtl Alahabrtd railway, Tlie hog-deer 
{Axis ptyrcinu^) I have never inefc with in the west of the 
province, nor la it very numerous even in the east, thouch 
very common in the Sal tracta of Northern India. Tnc 
black partridge {Francolinus vulgaris) of Northern India 
does not extend into these provinces at all, ite plac« being 
taken liy tlie piiinted partridge [F. ■jrict'iis)f a. very closely 
ullied speciej^. The great imperial pigeon of Southern 
Indiii doea not, 1 think, cross the NarJjada to the norths 
though not uncommon in the higher forests to the south 
of that river. Scientific research nmong the minor lorma 
of animal and vegetable life (for wlitrh iLave had neither 
the time nor the knowledge) may pfissibly elicit many 
contirmations of the law of distribution I have thus roughly 
stated from obsen'ations that have presented thcmaelvea 
to mo afl a forester and a sportsman, 

1 need here ordy indicate another matter in connection 
with this aubjeet- It has already been stated that a tribe 
calk'd Ktnlcu.s, closely connected \vitli what is called the 
Kolarian stock, wliich is icprcaentcd by the K6I3 and 
Sdntala of Bengal, is four^d embedded among the Gdnda 
of tlieee central hills. Now the uommencement of the 
range i>f this tribe precisely agrees with the isolated patch 
of trie SAl forest in the Denwa valley; and their nearest 
relatives of the same stork are the lv61ft of the eoiintry 
to the north of Mandla, where the Sal forest agam com- 
menceB, Thus we have an outlier of the human tribc& 
of Eastern India existing along with au outlier of its 
vegetable and aulmal forms, and the country between the 
whole three and their nearest congeners occupied by other 
forma. It ia a moat amgular coincidence; and such muflt 
he my excuse for devoting so much of my space to vrhat 
must be to many an uninteresting discussion. 

I have said that at the time the Central Provinces 
Were constituted, littk* was accurately known regarding 
the forest re:^ourceft <*[ their vast wastfi regions, It had, 
indeed, been ftut^pectcd that the projectors of the raUways 
had over-calculated the possible supply ; but it waa little 
guessed that the exhaustion had gone so far as really 
proved to be the case. In another place will be found an 



I 



INTRODUCTORY 



2fi 



I 

i 



^ 



lit of the ey.*t<MTi of cultivatmn of rhe hill-tribei*. 
luid for contarica dcvaet&ie^d the forcsLs, by tbe 
ouUiog and buriuBg of their best timber to fonn afibca to 
manure their \rretch©d fields of half-wild ffram. This 
WHt itself almost sufficient to liHve pruvcd th(? niin of the 
foreatn, bat other c■al]^eH had not been absent. The most 
vahiabli^ timbpr^ for thp railway and other iiMrful purpose.^ 
arc the T<^al< Aiul the Sal; indeed, no others have been 
found to be really lasting when subjected to the great 
and »uddcn varintioiis of au Indian cliriftte. The Teak 
iTMft? is porh«[>!s the must generally iiselul in l.lie whole 
■world, in combined strength, lightness, clafiticity, and 
endurance there la none to compare with it. At the 
present day it5 uaca cover a wider range than those of any 

ther timber, from the handle of an a:ce in its native forests 
|io the backing of an ironclad in the navy of England. 

at it is unfortunate also that it is t\\& easiest of all 
timbers to fell^ and makes better firi^weod and nharcoal 
than any other. It is little wonder, then, that on it 
almost exclusively^ where found, had fallen the weight 
of the people's requirements, ever sinee the country was 
first popidated by civiliBed tribes, I have already said 
diat It is a mtfflt difficult tree to repriKluce, the seedd 
being exposed to the extremities of danger before they 
have the opportunity to germinate. The aeedlinga also, 
with their great dried leaver like so many sheets of tinder, 
are more exposed to Jniiiry by fire than those of any 
other tree, riin* the Te;il< bad eveiy^vhei'e bwH irii^n-i- 
lewly out down, and Intd to ^^tmggle viith the wo:sl adverse 
CJltamst^ncefl to maintain a footing at all. Ovi^r grea.t 
tracts, where it probably once grow, it haa been utt<?rly 
exterminated, givinR place to a "ahoddy ariKtocracy 
of tfueh worthless speciL^s a« the Boftu-fUitr. wlneh no one 
woidd dream of rutting, and on which nature lias befitowod 
all the indexstnictible vitahty of a weed. The Teak haa 
but one rare and valuable property, by mean» of whiei 
it has alone c^mtinued to survive Eit all in many placcft- 
However much it may bp cut and hacked, if the root only 
be- left, it will a^ntinue Ut thruw up a w^^ond gi-owtli of 
flbootft, which grow in the courae of a few year^ lo the 
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dizG of Urge poles. This i& the sort of timber which was 
chiefly in aemancl for the small native houses before the 
IBtroauctioTi of our great public works ; and thun, perhapg, 
may be pxplaine*! the apathy witli wliiirh tln^ native 
tidvemmcnta witnessed the destruction of the forests of 
large timber. A further reference to thie matter will bo 
found further on. 

The Sal tree, agalu, as I have explained, poBseaaes a 
much atroncer vitality as a species than the Teak ; tlmugh 
rr(jm its liability to heaitshake, dry-rot, and boring by 
insects, as well ah it!4 want of ail power (like moat reAitiouR 
trcca} of throwing out coppice wood, the individual trecft 
are much more perishable than tlie Teak, It in also not 
80 generally useful, pnrtii-iilarly fur minor purposes, l>eing 
hard to fell, of coarse grain, and making very interiur 
charcoab It. however, yields a gum-roain vahiable in 
commerce, and thi3 has led to a vciy great deatruction of 
the Sdl foreats. Again, the Sdl tracta were vcrj- inacces- 
sible from the populous regions, the nearest point where 
any great supply could he had for the railway being about 
a niindred niiles, by a, Lad land route. This distant:e has 
up to the present time proved an insurmountable obstacle 
to the general utUisation of the Sal timber on the railway 
workfl. The supply of this timber ia almost inexhaustible ; ^ 
and a stronger commentary on the commercial value of S 
eB,ay commimicationa could not be found than thia, that 
the railways have found it cheaper to import pine Ueepeni 
from Norway, and ironwood from Australia, than to carry 
the Sal timber growing within a hundred miles of their 
line* There is something ^^Tong where tliis is the cose; 
and that something \h the want of a good road into the 
841 regions from th? railway at Jiibbulpir, which road 
»honId have been made, for many other reasons beeidea 
thia, long ago. 

So much for the Sal foreate. Aa regards the Teak, 
the supply available for railway uaea had already been 
much reduced from the eauseA mentioned. A good deal 

> 1 wuulil Dot be UTideratood to say that no Bi\ timber b&e he«n 
need : but iU c<«t ta oom|^t«d v-itb tin imported m&l^niU Lu been 
gnatei- 
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however^ etill I<^ft in the remoter forcete, wliew 
unications were not so e^&y; uikI th<? forests, if 
properly taken in hand, miphi have yielded a steady 
Kupply of hirgts limWr for mj»ry years. But iiiifyrtu* 
DAt«iy the grave mifltake vras now made nf annoutkcing 
that afler a certain time the forests would be brought 
under Government management ancJ strictly coneerved. 
Thifl waa th*» death-blow to the remainder of the Teak 
throughout the northern parts of the tract. The railway 
nnnlntrtiirK, nrtil riiirni^MitJs sjHrruhitiirH, fiiie^^'i'iiig Llie 
value that timber wa^ likely tn iirqiiire, owing to ]<iilway 
opcratioiut and the tlur^inf* of the fore^ti^, then went into 
the jungle* with bags of rupees in their hands, and spread 
th«m broadeaat among the wild tribes, with instructions 
to slavand spare not---to fell evervTeak tree larger than 
B Aapiing that thpy could find, aiicf mark them with their 
peciuiar mark. It was only too faithfully done; and 
scarcely anything that wa« accesBiblCt eaeaped the axe. 
Now came delay in the railway works, failure of the eon* 
tractors, and wjint of money. The cut timber was abur- 
<lojied wliolrsfih- when- it !nv, Tenk wnod ia full of nil, 
and bums readily after lying for a short time. The jungle 
fires occurred as usual in the long diy grass where the 
loga wore lying, and the gn?at majority of them were 
burnt! The exact amount of the destruction can never 
be knowTi, For years afterwards, when exploring in the 
f^lre^l^) we eonliniTtd to tcuiie on lhi5 charred it-niaiiis of 
tnuititudes of the^c slauglilercd innocents, most of them 
being quite immature nod unfit for felling at any time. AJl 
that were worth anything were &avcd by the Forest Depart- 
ment in after yearu^ and the value even of these amounted 
to many lat-s of rupees. They were nut a hundredth part 
of tboflp that were cut, which should probabiy be reckoned 
by million-s rather than thousanda. The injury done bo 
fthc foreata and to the country by thie most miatakeTi 
inea«ure may never be recovered ; certainly it cannot he 
vored in le^* than two generations (A the i>eople's life- 
ut:h vtHf* nne "f the most iT^aEiMlal results of the iitt*^ 
orance of th« administrative oihccrs of that period 
aiding cvcr>'thing connected with the wUdcr portions 
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of their charge. The mischief Iiad been completed, aii< 
most of the timber speculators had bolted from thoi] 
ereditoTB, leaving their logs smokiBg in the forests, before 
the formation of the Cenlrai Provinces, and ere the Forest 
Deparimeut had entered on their labour o( exploring 
ana arranguig for the protection of what was still worth 
looking after. Saccceding ohaptera will give some Account 
of auch of these explorations as the wi'iter was engaged 
in, and of the penalties and pleasures that accompanied 
the early investigations in these Central Indian forests. 
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THE KAKBA^lU^ VALLEY 

Acting on instruotion« I proceodccl to the PuehmniTee 
{Pft«hmArIil) hiibi— ilie Infty Wik-V I Iikvit ilesirrilK^l h» 
wning the Satpiim ra-ugc tu tiu- .scmtli of the Narbftd& 
iDvcr. There the centre of our operations in that ex- 
feAQfiix'c ffjrcst region was to bo fixed; a permanent forest 
was to be built in the heart of the country vl the 
G6nds aoJ Korkils, whoBe intereeftB we were to endeavour 
to unitp with nur own in thf* preservation of the i^nmants 
of the tine forestd that cluthetl the slopes of their hills, 
country to be explored waa littb known; but it was 
nuffioiontly ftiicertained that plenty of rough work was 
before u» in overcf>niing tho obgtfieles presented by the 
rti^tfd UHturt; of the land iiud its iuhabituntG. 

Tne organisation of such a camp as is a^ImUfiiblc in 
such a wild couotty, occupies no great time. Since the 
return of my regiment to quartern a year or so beforet I 
bad been almost constantly out on detachment duty, or 
on shooting excursions ; and had added Lttle to the 
mo<lest properties 1 fiujnd myself no^esRed nf at the 
close of some three ycnrs of camping out in the aub- 
Bimalayan Tcrac, and subsequent hunting up of akulk- 

g rcbeU over the atony wastes of Bandolkand. There 
are two ways of travelung in such tracts. The one h 
to tak^ a fidl ec^uipment of the large tents and thcif 
luxurious fummhmgs, whirh render marching about in 
India, under onlinary circumatanceflt so little attended 
by hardship, or even by inconvenience ; a eorreepondir^s 
train of flervantfl and baggage-animals ; and a small army 
uf horiie and foot as a protection. Such a camp will 
)H niimbi*r fnun fifty to eighty men, ttnd half that 
umber of animals of sorts. An array like this may be 

80 
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alliiwable or even [imiier for tbe L-ivil officer, wlio ban 
the dignity nf his nlfne ti» nutiiitain, wliiJe tiuverfting 
slowly a populous and well-supplied district of the plains. 
But the hftRlsliip of sudi an inflictiou on scattered tribes 
of p'X»r and re^^utcelesa aborigines is sometimes forcibly 
brought home to the invaders^ by finding the country, 
SB they advaiicpj utterly deserted in their trach. When 
] come to describe the extreme poverty in resi^iirce of 
theae outlying tracts, this circumBtance will perhapa be 
moro easy to rnfiliftC- 

In my shooting oxcursions 1 had always marched with 
only a single smdl tent, about eight feet .'4quar<?, of the sort fl 
called a Pdl, which is roniposed of two or tThree thirknc-^scs 
of common double-thread country cloth, sewn together, 
and thrown over a ridge-pole on two uprighta, all of the 
hollow (female) bamboo^ which combines strength with h 
lightnesH iu the highest possible degree. It luis no doors fl 
nor windows, but one oi the gable ends (so to speah) ta fl 
fiJit up the middle and fitted with ^tout lacea in case of " 
fltonns. In ordinary weather this end 13 kept open to 
the breeze except at night, and such n tent really affords ■ 
ample protection arid accommodation to the tiaveller who " 
has no heavy indoor business to do, unless perhaps in 
the extrBtne hot weather when no trees are avnilable to S 
pitch it under. It affords room enough for a light folding ™ 
bedstead of bamboo, a cane stool, a amall folding tabic, 
a brass badn and fltand, and your portmanteau and guns, 
which is all the furnishing that the mere eportaraan or 
explorer should lequire. All this, with a good supply of 
euch eatable:^ and drinkables as are not to ]>e hncl in the 
wildctncsa, will go on a good camel; and such had bocD 
the extent of my pcraonal requiremeut^ during many & 
rough expedition and hunting trip beforo the present 
march. On this occasion I added another tent twelve 
feet square, tor the servants and a few newly-entertained 
native foresters who were to assist in my exploratiouB ; 
and we were also furnished with a somewhat larger double* 
roofed tent by the Government, which was to be pitched 
on the hill as a dep3t while the contemplated masonry 
lodge was being elected. To caixy these additional 
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imenia T h»H frmr iir five of th<^ mi])^1i little unnliod 
unkempt onuiitry poTiJw. calk'cl tatfoos — b&rdy little 
villains, whom no atnoimt of work can tire out of imme- 
diDt« rcadincf^a for u daily battle royal with tcc^tb and 
heels the niamcmt they art) ca^t toOBo iiom their loadB to 

My own tent travelled rh unnia} upon a camel. I 
oa't think 1 would have ventnrpd tc* take any othor 
1 but *' Junglee " into the country 1 was going to viait. 
Ongh tho camel ib far more at home in rough and 
difiicult country than his ungainly-looking fammtion 
uranld lead on4> to enppow^ tliere are many ])a-s»eH in 
^^' MAIiaileo hills where these aiiininlr^ rnniiot carry their 
and some where they could not proceed al all. 
" Junglcc '" was a camel amonf* camcla. Of the low, 
Stout, shagffy breed used by the Cabul merthants, who 
Viimually during the eold »^eagun hawk the dried fruiU of 
their country r>ver the plainH of Indtii, I bad found imd 
caught him running wild and ownerleM* among tbc hillfl 
ttlong the Cane river in Bandelkaud. When out ahooting 
1 was afitonifihod to flee him start out of a thicket, and 
flee like a doer over rocks and ravines; and a rar€ chase 
we had — ^4epoy». famcl-men, and camp followeiN — before 
we got him inhj a corner, and bonnd his sprawling legs 
nd threatening jaws with tent ropes, and led bim away 
twccn a couple of tamo loadatetB, to have hia nose 
rebored and be starved into a peaceful return to the u&es 
of his race. He had probably been abandoned by J4omi5 
party of hard-pressed rebels, long enough before 1 saw him 
to have become perfectly at lionie \n tlie jimgb>tt, and 
to have got into firat-rate condition. A better beast to 
scramble over brcakneok ground with a he^vy load I 
never saw. Poor Jnnglcc 1 he afterwards ended lii^i daya 
iintler Uie paw "f a tiger in the Beti^il forests during omi 
of hia periodiLid relapHcfi into the life uf freedom he had 
"cd m the wildfl 01 IJandclkand, 

u the ilth of January, I bade adieu to the pretty 
little station of Jubbulpijp (Jabalpiir), and to my com- 
rades of the gallant 2Mn Punjabees. I was reallv aony 
to aee tiie hist of Lite jovial manly uom^iany of Sik^ who 
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conipfispcl the rpgimeiit. trnt? of Ihe first of t.lic forie tliat 
rose on the niina of the Bengal army iti 1857. But 
soldiering in India, in time of peace, is truly one of the 
drenrioRt of occup&tione; and I confe^a I was fnr from 
dol^iul ftt the prospect of quittirg the bondnge of parade 
routine for tlie free life of the forest; and to think that — 

No burbaroutt <lniin« BhaU bo my wftkeniit^ nido ; 
Tlie jiuiglHuot^ksIiftllGrDH' my »wtwt rvTOul^. 

For the first five m^rc^hes {eighty-two miles), my route 
lay down the open and well-cultivated valley of the 
NarhadA. In the 6rst niareh I went off the highway to 
pay a last vifiit to a remarkable scene of beauty, a tew 
milea tn the i^outh of the road. What visitor to Jubbulp6r 
can ever forget the Marble Rocks! In any country a 
mighty river pent up into a third of its width, and for 
II space of two mites or iituue boiling along dc!ep and 
sullen between two fiheer walls of pure wliiti? man>le, a 
hundred feet in height, must form a scene of rare lovcli- 
ncaa. But in a bustling, dusly. Oriental land, the charm 
of coohiess and quiet belonging to these pure cold rocks, 
and deep and blue and yet pellucid waters, is almost 
entrancing. The eye never wearies of the inRnite variety 
of eiTect produced by the broken and reflected sunlight, 
now glauciuz from a pinnacle of anow-white marble reared 
against the deep blue of the aky aa from a point of silver; 
touching here and there with briflht Sights the prominenecE 
of the tniJdle ht^ights; and agam hmtug itself in the soft 
hluisli graya of their receaaes, StilJ lower down, the )>aspj( 
of the cliffa aro almoat lost in a hazy shiwlow, so that it 
IB hard to tell at what point the rocks have melted into 
the water, from wliose depths the same lights in reverse 
order ar^ T"eflected as clear aa above, but hroken into a 
thounand quivermg fragmcnta in the awirl of the pool. 

Here and there the white saccharine limestone is seamed 
by vcina of dark green or black volcanic rock ; a contrast 
which oidy enhances, hke a setting of jet, the purity of 
the surrounding marble. The viait<jr to these Marble 
Rockft is poled up through the gorge in a flat-hottomed 
punt aa far aa the " fall of smoke/' where the Narbada 
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makeA her first [»luTige into the mighty rift; and iliere is 
no (iifliculty m dreaming away the be^t part of a tiny in 
the oontcmplfttioD of this DiBrrvellous' scene at beauty. 
The only drawback to tho peaceful enjoyment ol the 




COJ(G£ tX inz KAUlMUl, TJi£ MiAIlOLE &tX]CdH [t rum a I'Aotogrfaph,) 

;ene is the presence of niimeroiw colonies of bees, whose 

»mbft are to be seen attached to moBt of the jutting 

of the rocks on the left b;uik. In cold weather 

^ A tivnd m buroan sliape hu» perp«tml«d a pun, in the viaitora* 
_ x>k tepL at tbc liltlo FMt-houAo nbovc the cLitf, which will bote bo 
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these insects seem to be itioBeiisive; but from about 
March to July, anything di-sturbiiig ui imtatiug theoi is 
aluioi^t certaiti to brms them down ia ^wtirtu^ on the 
offender. Their attack is of a most determined character ; 
and. cot long bclorc my visit, had proved fatal to an 
engineer employed in sounding the river for a projected 
crossing of the railway. It is believed that, on this 
occasion, the bees were routed by some of his conipauiuus 
abttve shooting at the blue roult pigeons that build in the 
cliff»» on which they attacked furiously this gentleman 
and a friend who were together in a boat below. After 
a while both gentlemen sought protection by taking to 
the water. The one by takjiig long dives under water^ 
managed to etude the angry insects and hide in one of 
the few accesi^ible clefts of the rock ; but the other, 
although a practised awiinuier, was never loat sight of by 
the exaeporated creatures, and in the end was drowned 
and carried dowii the stream. He lies buried above the 
cliff, under a marble slab cut out hvm the rock Ix-neath 
which he met his death. 

The species of bee that frequents these rocks is, I 
boUcvc, the ct»moion Bonhni {Apis dorsatn), which attachca 
its largo pendent combs indlBcriminately to auch rocka 
and to the l)oiigha of forest trees. There are two other 
specieft of Ijei'S common m Central India, both much 
smaller than the Bonhra, and neither of them iuclineil 
to act on the offensive. The Bonhra is of very common 
occurrence in many forest tracts ; and I have myself 
eeveral times been attacked by them. If attacked, the 
only resource is to rush into the nearest thick bush, break 
off a leafy branijh, and lay about with it wherever there 
is an opening. On one occasion, when marching in the 
Mandia district, my baggage animals and servants were 
attacked, and scattered in every direction. Many of the 
men and animals were so severely stung as to be laid up 
lor several days; and one of the baggage jxjnies, who 
could not get rid of his lofld> was killed on the &pot. Out 
kit wa,^ flung about all over the jungle, and was not all 
collected for several days. On another oceiimon a valuable 
elephant was attacke<l, and driven away into the jungle; 



I 



S0 



w 



m 



nd was eo panic-atricken that she could ju>t be recovered 
for daya. f hav** heanl nf a largo f^nc of troopn in the 
Mutiny days being n>uted, horac and foot, by u swdrni of 
thc&c terrible insccte. in the ncighbourhocxl of Lucknow, 
The honey and was of tiis and the other species of bee 
are tegular artieies of export from our lorests. The 
people who engage in the busineNH of taking them aeem 
to posftcaH not a little of the art of the bee-msfiter; but 
they usually resort to more forcible nieasureft. and rob 
the eoniba afWr sufloeating the tenants at night with the 
smoke of torche«. Their riehcst harvctls are got from 
cliffs like this on the NarbadA ; and some of their slender 
ladders of bamboo slips inay iLsually be Heen at the Marble 
Itocks, hanging from the edge of tne cliffft over the abyss 
of water* The ht>ney is inferior in quality to that of the 
domeetieated beo of Euiope; and is eometimeB even of a 

isonouit qualit}*^ owing to the bees having resorted to 
e noxioiiFi flower. It is e-isy to procure a comb by 
slicing it ofl the fare of the rock with a rifie hall ; and I 
once Bad the gratification of thus operating on the colonies 
t the Marble Ruck^. from a safe position on the opposite 
bank, sending several large comb-fuJla to a watery grave 
in the depths below. 

The presence of the&e inhot^pittibte bees renders it a 
matter for I'-ontfTatuIation that the finest iiiipn>j*Ait>n of 
the Marble llocka is to be got " by the pale moonlight/' 
he beee are ihcn quite harmiefis; and. if the accnery 
then lost fcomothiiip in brillianey of eontnifet in i^ 
ights and shades, it has giiiut^d peiliapH more in the 
tiiy»leriousness and solemnity that well befit a spot 
seemingly rreated by Deity for an everlasting temple to 
Himfieu- I am f>orry to say that, in the old Jubbuipiit 
day?, we not unfrequcntly u^ed to deaenxate the sanctuary 
by unholy moonlight pirnics, in whirh plenty of cham- 
pagne, hriifi.'i bands, and sov^s that xfcvi* s*inielimes very 
lucli the reverse of hymns, bore the inoJit prominent 
part. It was vcr>" jolly, though, Ukc most thinga that 
QIC wrong. 

A spot so naturally remarkable as the Marble Rocks 
could not escape sancti&cation at the hands of ^^*** 
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Braht3mii3. Nothing more complctt^Iy refutes the ftccusa- 
tion o( want of tasto for mitural beauty, so often made 
against the Hiiidiia, than their almost invariable (^election 
of the most picturesque sitea for their religious buildings. 
Mauy of the cuminoneAt legends of Hindii mythology 
have, a,s usual, been transplatitecl by the local piiestfi to 
this ncigbbourhood. The monkey legions of HaniimaiL 
here leapt acroes the chasm on thoir way to Ceylon ; and 
the celestial elephant of Indra left a mighty footprint in 
the white rock whicli is still exhiliitpd to the devout 
pilgrim. Scvcnd picturesque temples de-dirati'd to Siva 
crown the cliff on the right bant; and by the rivcr'a 
edge ia a favourite gMt for the Punching of the bodied 
of devout Ilindtis into the waters of Mother Narbada. 
A pleasure party to the rocks is apt to be not a little 
marred by a cuUlsion with one of thewb uiisavomy objetlA 
in mjd-stream. In TiKlia many a fait sreiie hus its fouj 
belonging and fell inbfibitaDts; and tliese lovely waters 
are polluted by ghoul-like turtles, nionstrcus fishes, and 
rep\Jaive crocodiles, that batten on the ghastly provender 
thus provided tor them by the pious Hindii. 

I beUeve the comuiou Maija-r of the riveit* and tankfl 
of the Central I'roviiices is identical with that of upper 
India [Crocmlilus biporctitus). The other 3i>ecie8 of Indian 
crocodile {Gavialis Gan^Hicus). the long-nosed Gat^dl. is 
found in these provincea only in tlie Mahanadi river, which 
falls intn the Bay of BcTigal. The long sliill reaches of 
the Xarlmda all contain a goodly mmpTement of broad- 
anout^d magars; but, so far as 1 have observed, they do 
not attain in oux rocl^-bottumed rivere nearly to the 
dimensions I have seen in the slimy tributaries of the 
Ganges and Jamnfi. Eight or nine feet in length I take 
to be here about the limit of the niagar'n growth. Nor 
have I ever heard an authentic case of an adult human 
being having been lulled by a crocodile in our rivers. 
Small animals are (reipiently carried off, and children 
aometime^ disappear fr<»m the ghats in a suspicious 
manner. A dug emphiypd in n*trieving %vild fowl ia 
abnortt certain to be sooner or later made a meal of by 
the aaurian. Tlic full uf a duck in hi;^ neighbourhood 
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gwierally brings the reptile near the spot : and many a 
shot bird thus disappears, ns if by Rmg*c> l>efore ilie eyea 
of the flninner. litit he will pn*f<*r your phinip ivtriftvfir, 
flhouldlte see him rearing the duck as he cornea up, A 
dear old Apaniel of mitie named '' Quail/' poflBeaaed of an 
uncontrollable '"craze after the dcukii/' had 8o many 
iiJUTcisv eseapeM oF ihin sort thAt I never taught any of 
the four geneiatiuns of bia d«scendauts 1 have posseNwd 
to retrieve from water. 
Although our crocodilea are thus little noxious to life, 
may even advance eomc claimB to merit as ftcavengers* 
it is not in human nature to refrain from destroying so 
hidenn.H a reptile when a thanct **cc:uk. There ia a spot 
in the g«»rg«- of the Marble Ttorks wlicre siirh a chaiire is 
deldom wanting. A flat and slightly hollowed rock-shelf 
at the watci'a edge invites to noontide repose thcee 
uidorely moDSteDj of the deep. Cold weather and a warm 
Kim seem to be the most favourable conditions. The 
plai;e is on the left bank, soR*e quarter of a mile above 
the raut-houfie; and is marked by the droppings of the 
brntee, and of the aquatic birds that invariably watch 
over tlicir slumbers. H now, as middfiy approaches, you 
will take your rifle and cross over below the houBC, and 
get you round to where a cleft in the rocks comnuinds 
the spot, and if the place hits not ret^ently been much 
disturbed, you will shortly perneJve (if he is nckt there 
before you} the seeing and smelling apparatus of one or 
more of the reptiles noating slowly ir from mid-streamt 
like two bungs out of a cask. Nothing but experience 
prill enable yiui to distinguish tJwm at this distaiici- fiom 
the pieccis uf drilt wood nlways flouting down the n^tream, 
ao marvellously doea nature protect even the most loath- 
some of her producticms. The crocodile approachcH the 
projected scene of his siesta with immense (;£iutiou. Ix^ng 
and keenly he reconnoitres it from a distance; and it ho 
has any suspii ions he will sink and rise ngain and again 
during his aj^proiidi. If nrit he will dfficend after the 
first good look, and then swim right in under water; and 
the noxl thing you will ace of him will be hie nigged 
head lying on the Udg/a of rock below you, and a pair of 
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fishy ey*?.s slowly rev<>]ving in n last siirv<»y of the neigh- 
bourhood. Tiiia donc» he will heave hia huge biUk and 
sorrntcd tail sideways out of the water, and lie extended 
along the edge, ready to *'whanimle'* in again on the 
slightest alarm. Vou will aim at him in the centre of 
tlie neckj just where it joins the heatl; and if you then 
shoot plumb-f'entT'e. but not rrfherwise, he will never atir, 
A different shot might eventually perhaps be fatal ; but 
this alone will prevent his reaching the water and escaping, 
to float up in a day or two a sickening mass of corrnntion. 
Nothing possesaes fauch a frightful, '* ancient tsu-llke 
smell " as a crooodile that has heen dead for even a few 
honra. You can flel<loni get near enough to one of these 
creatures in a boat to kill him with certainty ; and the 
only certain plans are to watcli for them at noon as I 
have described, or to bait with a noisy puppy dog in 
the evenings at which time they appear to ue mo»t on 
the feed. 

Few things arc more enjoyable than marching along 
during the cold season in a rich open country like the 
Narhada valley with a well-appointed camp^ and plenty 
of leisure to linger over the numerous objects of interest 
or amusement presented by such a truct. Very little of 
t.hia sfirt of thing fell in the way of the (oreflt officers 
of those daya, however. Our work lay m the depths of 
dbtant forests, or at most in the half-reclaimed frontier 
belt lying between the hills and the plaina, where timber 
transactions generally took place, and the (Jiief depots 
for foreat produce had heen established. When by chance 
our direct route from forest to forest led across auch an 
open region, our movements were as rapid as man and 
beast could make them; and at the earliest possible 
moment we hurried again from the face of civitisation, 
like ghosts at cock-crow, to bury ourselves again in the 
depth;! of the wildemesH, In after years, when employed 
in revenue work in a populous district, 1 saw the reverse 
of the pic'ture. Marching by fair roads and easy stages 
with a duphcate set of canvas houftee (for such our large 
Indian tents really are), one of which goes on over-night 
and is pitched ready for your arriva) in the mutuingj in 
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tfce deep shade of »om« mango gn>\'e, nnhr a pnpuIoaA 
village which .supplies all tout want^; starting after the 
morniiig cup oi hot oofiec to ride slowlv along through 
gre«n fields and f^nu^y plaing; and looking on the fore^t^ 
covered hills on the hlue horizon ouly as an »grt.-izvbie 
vaniBhtng pcMiit iti thB InndHcape, or as unpleasantly com- 
plicating the queauons of litjuor excise and poUce admima- 
trattoD ! It 15 amaidng what a difference the point of 
view maki3. The man who lia8 dwelt for years amonc 
the forests, and their Hinriple wild inhahitant.'^, will regard 
Dearly every question that arifte« in a wholly different 

;ht from him whom? expericnre ban lain only amiing the 
eom fields of the plains, imd their tjimc and sctth'd tillera. 
And each of them will probably arrive at a conclusion aa 
little comprehending the whole bearings of the question 
BS the other. 

The climate of Central India in the cold Heasor, that 
ia, from November to March^ i» almost ]>erfect for the 
life of eombined outdoor escreii*e ond indoor occupation 
which forma the hcalTliicat soil of exi^=tciice in India. 
The midday sun, if a little hot for hard work in the open 
air, is just sufficient to make the temperature mider 
Cftnvaa delightful, while the mornings mid evenings are 
cool and bracing, and the niglits cold enough to make 
aeveral blankets a neeeaaity* In January, ice will ffcnerally 
be found on water that has been exposed w night. 
Nothing can, in my opinion, exceed the exhilarating effect 
of a march at »uch n season, with pleasant compmiiona. 
through A c^mntry teeming with interest in its scenery, 
its people, and its natural productionn, such aa ia tma 
region of the Narbada valley. 

The valley was not long ago— not long, that is, in the 
hifiiorj' of countries — a hunting ground of the GAnds and 
other wild trilwii who an* n<»w chiefly confined to the 
hilla which surround it* At mont, it could have been but 
ocantily patched by their rude tillage before the arrival 
ot the Hindu rftocB, who have t^Iearcd itA foreets, driven 
the wild cleph^mt tlmt roamed through them to the far 
eavl.and covered ilvs bltuk soil wii-li an UTibrnltL'Ti ^itrclch of 
wheat cultivation that strikes every visitor with admiration. 
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In less thiin three centuries this lifts been done ; 
and yet it is the custom to aay that India is an uupi"o- 
gressive country, thnt she linH been standing still ^tnce 
the beginning of history! Everything shows that this 
country is atill in its very youth. The people, strong- 
limbed and hoalthy, rejoicing in the rude abundance that 
falls to the lot of energetic races tilling an almost virgin 
aoih Tilling it roughly, it is true, getting from it nothing 
ttpproaching tu the quantity of prudjice extracted by the 
denser populations of long-reckinied tracts from much 
inferior eoils; but atiU, tilling it in the way which is 
the most profitable to a scanty population with a poor 
accumuhition of wealth and stock. The example of all 
new countries with much avaikble land, evien when, as 
in America, all the reaoitrcep of capital and machinery 
are available, ahowa that a comparatively rough culture 
of a large area is more remunerative than the higher 
tillage of a smaller area ; and this alone is the cause of 
the rude state of agricultiire still observed in this and 
many other part^ of India. At present, plenty for all 
IB the rule, poverty the very rare exception, Well-built 
houses, well-stocked cattle yards, and a general air of 
comfort and happiness, cannot fail to arrest the attention 
in Hindi! villages. It is true that the people of the soil, 
thoHe of the tionda who have preferred t-o wtay and serve 
a Hindu master to a retreat to the hills, are poorly clad 
and housed, living liko outcasts beyond the limits of the 
Hindu quarter; but they, too, are at leftst sufficiently 
fed; and nothiiie but their own innate a])athy and vice 
prevents them from receiving a greater sliare of the 
surrounding plenty. 

Aa the influence on the aborigines io the past, and 
at the present time, of their contact with these invading 
Hindu races will afterwards form matter of consideriition. 
it is important to understand of what material these 
Hindu raics tlu»T[i>elveH are really composed. They have 
generally been comprehended in the category of " Aryan/" 
as distinguished from the " Tauraman " peoples who are 
believed to have preceded the fair-complcxioucd Aryan 
invaders frum Upper Asia in the occupation of Hindostan^ 
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whom lire uicluded tlip rcmiimas af wiUl trili^» 
n i)\e hillH. But it ticedft but liM.lc tibM'r\'ntton 
of these Jlindfi races to perceive that they themselves 
lave long been subjected to 8omo influence which bofl 
greatly mtHliiied the original High Aryan type — a type 
which includes the noblest ra.co8 of mankind ; tne Caucasian 
of Kurnpe, the Persian of bigli Asia, and the Sanserit- 
Bnealiing *' fair-Hlcniued " pe(»pli? who entered liKlia from 
Lthe north tmc-alculntcd Agvs^ ngo. That influence cannot 
have been one of eliinate only, wliich would have affected 
all their desceiulauts equally; vliereu* v/o sec existing 
the greatest range of divertiity, from the hght-eoloured^ 
noble- featured nraluimu cif the extreme north-west to the 
black and negro-hke chanmr or pariah of the east and 
south. Everything showa that the cause ha» been a 
mioglinf; of the imiingrant race with tlie inferior Tauranian 
tribes whom they ft>nnd occupying the soi! before them. 
To judge from pby^^iial npi)earance, few but the highest 
cafitea of Northern India ean have any claini to purity 
of ArraQ blood; and the admixture of indigenous blood, 
00 iD^catcd by colour and fcatuie, appeared to be greater 
and greater the further we proceed from the seat of the 
original Aryan settlements in the north-weat. It can 
sc-arrely be doubted, then, tliai the m<H:iei» HindCis are 
^a composite lace, reaulling from the abfloq>tion of a wave 
pof Aryaniem in a great ocean of peoples of a far inferior 
type— the type, in fact, repreecntod by sueh of them aa 
liave 8til) remained undiluted in their iracces»<jble hills. 
The force of the wave diminished as it proceeded; and 
tiie gradations in the extent of its influenee »re now 1^0 
subtle, that it is hard to say where the line sliould be 
drawn to denote a preponderance of the one clement over 
the other. The difficulty is fm-ther increased by the 
iumstance that the Aryan language, euiitoms, and 
liefs appear to have been carried far beyond any per- 
^ptible influence of the Aryan blood, so that whole races, 
who fthow little or nothing; of the latter, have become 
thoroughly imbued with the former. 

Not, however, Miibout notable modifications iiave the 
Aryan language, religion, and eiibtoms thu)» perm;^ted 
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the masses of the inferior racee. In language, while tho 
tongue of tlie moat iiui'theni high-cjiati* rabies lias chacged 
from th** clttssiral Sjiiisrriti s«;arcply more than was in- 
evitable from the wear and tear of use thrnugh such long 
ag&j, that spoken by the massca of lower physical type 
has siifl*?rctl so radical an alteration that n large proportion 
of its vocables, in some parts as much as half, are not 
traceable to Sanscrit at all; while iu Southern lodiiiT 
where the aboriginal tyjje has been little modified, purely 
aboriginjil languages, unconnected with Sanscrit, are still 
flpoken. 8till greater haa been the effect on the Aryan 
religion o( contact with the^e lower races* The goda of 
the fiiiinitive Aryans have niniost dij>anpoared from prac- 
tical recognition. The backbone of the original system 
survives its priesthood and ceremonial, just as the bank* 
bone of the language sun'ivca in the grammatical forma 
of the invaders. But, 03 the vocables of the tongue have 
frequently been adopted from the aborigines, so probably 
have the popular gods of the pantheon been hLrgely drawn 
from rtboriginul ^juroea. No religJouM system possei^^ea 
such facihty for proselytising as a polj'tlieisin ; and history 
shows that when two such systems meet, there is nothing 
to stand in the way of their eoaleacing but the rivalry of 
their prieatfl. Here there probably was no such rivalry. 
To judge from those which remain, the aboriginal tribes 
had no regular priesthood, and no systematic mythology. 
They had only inchoate goda. without a history', and 
numerous as the natural objects whoso forces they repre- 
sented. And when the tribes accepted the Hindu priest 
and lii-s cerem^mial, the priest foimd no difficulty in 
admitting to his accotniuoilfttirg pantheon a snfiicient 
number of these to satisfy the conscience of the aboriginal 
Panthciat. The leading deities in the esiating Hindfi 
pantheon, Siv4 and Vishnii, were wholly unknoivn to tho 
early Aryans; and even they themselves are at tho 
present day staiv^ly wori*liip[ied at alb iu their radical 
forma, by the great body of the people, but only in the 
form of mythological consorts and sons, and incarnations 
in many forin*>, most of which are probably a^laptationa 
of the god» and heruw ol the laoea thus absorbed withiu 
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e Accommodating pale of IlinddiEiTi. Nor is tliis alh 
Sveii fiuuh secondary fonns nf the reaular gods of the 
Bxalmiaii^ rftceiv* Imt \\tt\^. of tlie real dpvotjnn of the 
peoj^e, which is paid rather to tnbai and village deities, 
onbeard of in rcooguiscd mythologj', and to the Laros and 
'cnAtes of the householder. And these, the Brahnian 
rie^t, who i* paid for his servioea, hjis no scruple in 
lisiiig ns orl.ln.nlox. Superficial illquirer^ have cpK»t.*d 
liism as a faith which cannot admit of a proselyte; 
but nothing cnuld be more completely the reverse of the 
ruth^ Anj-thing in the way of i\ew g^ids may bo brought 
>y new worshippers within the pale of ortliodoxy, pro- 
vided only that they agree to accept the dtuniniun of the 
^^ Bnihnum priest, together with the caste niirs fl.nd f^ei'emonial 
^■by mentis of wluc:h he exercises his power. 
^H It was, then, ^vith a race thu:; already modified, and 
^Kvith a social and religious system which hud thus already 
^■engulfed the grout mass of the indigenous nations of India, 
^^and which was still ready to ahworli in a fiimilar munner 
any number more of them, that tin* aborigines of Centra! 
India came in contact. What haei been the result will be 
^vdi^ussod in a future portion of thita work. 
^P In a new country tike this, few objects of antiquarian 
interest attract the attention of the traveller, AI]u^^ion 
I hfls already been made to the traces of isolated settle- 
merts of Aryans in the countiy, who had all been swept 
away again, or had been abj+orbed in the indigenous 
^-element fiurrounding them, before the true history ot 
^Pth^ country opens; and a few shapeless mins atill remain 
to mart the sites of some of these settlements "in the 
un remembered age^," Generally, however, even the 
religious edifices, which in the Bast seem to outlast all 
others, will be found to be of very modern dutc. and o£ 
little pretension to interest. They will frequently be 
met with standing on the embankment of some water- 
tank, covered with the lotus in full bWun, and shaded 
by grejit tree*^ of mango, tamarind, an<l fig. Verv often 
toe camp will he pitched alongside cf them, for the sake 
of the fine shwlc : and the wild fowl and &mpe that 
iro<[uent the tanka will probably form km attraction, to 
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Llie pportflinan at least, fiHperior to the allurements of 
such poor antiquities, 

Stiipe tind wild fowl bc^n to arrive in these central 
regions of Indid, voyaging; from the froxen wilds of Central 
Aaia, early in OctLiLer; afid, befure the end oi November, 
every piece o{ water and swampy hollow affords its con- 
tingent to the gun. The common teal,^ and the whistling 
tealr ate the most numerous, as well as the fixet to make 
their appearance. The lovely blue- winged teal ' is scarcely 
leas common ; and of larger ducks, the red-hoaded pochard/ 
the wigeon,^ the pintail,* and the gadwall,^ are fonnd 
throiigliniit the winter on nearly every tnnk of tolereble 
size. On the main rivers, and on the larger reservoirs, 
such as those of Bhandara and Lachord. in Nimar, which, 
though o\\'ing their exiEtenee to the hand of man (the 
gianU of paat days, who knew the requirements of India 
better than their succe8fior&), yet appioach the dignity 
of lakeft, many nther species of wild fowl will be found, 
including that king of duck?^, the mallard,'* the common 
gray goose,'* and the bla^jk bucked goose.*^ The latter 
speciea i^ extremely common ; the utlicrp^ which ar« 
niufh HUjjeriur fur the table, urv comparatively infrequent, 
Numen)U!i wading birds, storks, herons, and t-ranes, haiint 
every pool and marsh. Few of these offer much tempta- 
tion to the sportsman, except the Demoiselle crane, ^^ 
generally known as the Coolen^ which ie much sought 
after, and is therefore difficult to approach. Few exten- 
sive wheat ur gram fields in the Narbada. vjdiey will b« 
found at this season without a flock of these dehciouft 
birds stalking across it. in the morning and evening, 
grazing on the young shoots. 

If encamped in the neighbourhood of a river or swamp, 
the traveller will probably he aroused at daybreak by the 
quavering and aonorouft call of the giant Sams crane," a 
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iftl revered by the lliri<liis ah a tyjw of conjiig«t affection. 
They ore nearly ulwoya aeon in ptiins, and, aLould ODc of 
thcui be 8liot by the ruthless gunner, the oompanioa bird 
VJII return &^»m and sixain to tho spot, to hover and 
lutufiit over lis sliiiu Friend in a nmnner ihaX gener&lly 
prevails on the hardest hearted to grant immunity to the 
race for ever alter, A contrast to thi^ happy union of 
lovcra is found by the HindO in the Brjiminy ducks,* 
which also a^BOciAto in pairs, but, by a cruel fate, ere 
compelled to pass their njgktB on the oppoi^ite banks of a 
ftt'iifani, wailing furth their uiiavailiijg fuve iu the melan- 
choly '^chakwft, thukwi," which few traveller?^ by the 
rivcrji of India have failed to hedi' in the dusk of the 
evening. Their unfitntfis for the tabic, probably more 
than the Hindfi adage against their slaughter, protects 
them frora the gun. 

Of other winged game, the gray quail — best of Indian 
I came biMft, in my opininn— will be (oiind in good nnmber» 
in most grain tteldfi, I have never fceen them here in 
8Uoh BwarniB as ii\ eomo parta of upper India, where 
eighty or n hundred brace may be bagged in a day; but 
the sport is none the worse for that. Twenty briice m a 
first-rat€ bac in Central India, and generally the i^port^- 
man has tolie contented with much less, the common 
gray partridge, which cloaely reaemblea in appearance 
the English bird, aboundn in many places. It hug3 the 
vicinity of villages, and feed^ foully. I have seen a 
covey of Uinn nui uiil of the un.rcivse of h dwid i^aniel, 
and speed across the plain like ho mnny hareit. These 
^iLoaty habits, and its Akulkinf^ nature, much belie its 
appearance as u bird of game- Far diffL^rcut is tho gallant 

Eainted partridge,' which here takes the pkice of the 
lack partridge^ of upper India. I have seen the latter 
in Bamli^lkand; but I am positive that it nowhere occura 
in the Central I'rovincea. The appearance of the two 
id 30 alike, and their habit» are ao identical, that 
iona to the contrary have no doubt arisen from 
mistake. No game bird could afford more perfect Ahoot- 
ing than thei painted purtridgi.*. Of handhtJTn** phnni^, 
^ Cotarca rtthilit. ' FrwiCoUnm ^lu, * F. nu^om. 
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and excellent on the table, his habits in the field admirably 
adapt liim for the purposes of the gun. He frequents the 
oiitskirU t*f ciultivatitin, iii &pot.s wliere buBhes ajid grahs- 
covcr fringe the edge of a stream, for he seems to be very 
impatient of thiret. The proximity of some sort of jungle 
eeeras to be as neoessary aa the neighbourhood of crops. 
Morning and evening amall coveys or pairs of them A^"ill 
be found out feeding in the stuiible of the cut autumn 
cropfi, that latest reaped being the most likely find. On 
being disturbed they seldom rim farther than to the edge 
of the nearest cover, frooa which, on beiisg flushed, they 
ri&e libe rockets^ with a great whirr^ straight wp for twenty 
or thirty yarda, and tbeu sail away over the tup of the 
cover to a distaiic-e <>F n few hundred yaids; this time 
plumping into the middle of the cover, from which it is 
not 30 easy to raise them again. This beautiful bird is 
moat common in the extreme weat of the Central Provinces, 
and in good spots a bag of ten to fifteen brace to each 
gun may be made in Ninuir and the T^ptl valley. 

The most common way of shooting quail and part- 
ridges 13 by beating them out with a line of men ; but 
it ia a poor sport compared to shooting them over docs, 
I have used both pointers and spaniels in this sport, Tno 
former secure the best of shooting in the early morning 
and late in the evening, wliile the birds are out of cover 
and the scent good, and four houra' shooting may thus 
be had in the day. But a team ot lusty spaniels ia, 
I think, on the whole preferable, as they are useful also 
for many sorts of cover shooting where pointers could 
not be worked. They kUo keep their health better, and 
degenerate less in breeding than any other imported dog, 
which is probably due to their descent from a race originated 
in a warm climate. They make the beat of all companions, 
and are not so liable to "* come to grief " in many ways ae 
larger dogs. Fresh imported blood is, however, required, 
at leaJit once in every two generations, to keep all Rngli.Kb 
aporting dogs up to their best in India. The spaniels 
should either be large Clumbers, or of the heavy Suftsex 
breed, as a amall dog like a cocker cannot penetrate the 
jungle cover. The noble Clumber, otherwise faultless, has 
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e fault for this p&rticiilar piirporie of giving no tongtie 
on game; I oommercfid tlie hir^rL whicli 1 rnaintaitied 
for twelve years in India, with a stniin of pure CloDiber 
in the Dcver-to-be-forgotten "QuQir'— ii dog Ihal for 
looke and quality surpassed &Tiythiiig ol the breed I c&n 
now db^over in Eiij^kind. All big descendants were more 
or \eisS crcs&ed witli SusHex or cocIce^i' blood; but none of 
(hem ever gave tongue till the fourth generation, when 
svmptomfi of it began to appear. On the whole, then, 1 
^taink 1 would prefer the heavy Susbcx breed. 

On one occasion the whole of my spaniels were very 
nearly lieing " wiped out " hy on^ uf i\ *^Iusm of lu-i^identa 
t)mt ina-sl bo looked Eur in fndiii. I was shooting quail 
in a grain field near Jubbulpiii, with " Quail/' " Smpe " 
"NcU,*' and "Jess," when, on a sudden, fhcy ail began 
to jump violently about, snapping at what seemed to 
me to be a large rat. But coming nearer I made out 
that it was a huge cobra, erert on \uh coil, and iiitrikhig 
right and left at the dogs, 1 (o:^t no time in pelting 
them off with clods of earth, and then cut the brnto'a 
head off with a charge of ahot; when I found that the 
snake had been in th^ act of j^wdlowing u rat« of which 
the hind-legs and tail were proti-udiug from Iiia jaws^ bo 
that his repeated lunges at the dogs bad foitiumtely 
been Iiarmleas, All these spaniels were famous ratters, 
&nd had no doubt been attracted by the cobra's mouth- 
ful, for thoy generally had, like all dogfi of any experience 
in India, a wholesome dread of the snake tribe. I never 
lost any of the*e liogs by an ALTident, though exposed to 
all thi? dargi^rK of panthers, hyenas, wolves, Ktiakes, and 
otocoddcs; and all of them lived to a good age, in excel- 
lent health. As with men. English dogs keep healthy 

ougli if properly treated in accordance with the climate. 

Of larger game, the principal animal met with in the 
rts is the black antelope,* which has probably 
the clearings made by the immigrant races- 
ke aversion of thio animal to thick uncleared jungle 
made it» in the Hind(j sacred literature, a type of 
Aryan pale, of the Und litted for the octjupatioo of 
* Antelope ttrvwpTc. 
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the fair-slcinned nw^es; and the appropriate seat of the 
dcvoloc is still upon its black and whito skin. It is too 
w«Il known to require any minute defirription. Suffice 
it to say, that not ev€D lu Alrica— the land of antelopes 
— 18 there any species wliich surpa&8«rs the '* black buck " 
in loveliness or grace. In ('entrai Tmlin, nlhhongh this 
antelope attabis the full size of body, the hurna of the 
buck (the female in horiilefiR and of a fawn colour) rarely 
exceed a length of 22 inches. I have Khot one with 
hums 24l inches, and seen h pair that measnrt^d 26 
inches. The longest horns arc probably attained in 
Gujerdt, and about Bhiirtpiir in Northern India. In all 
the corn districts of Oontral India it is found in con- 
siderable herds, and does much damage to the young 
crops. I have seen herds in the Sfigar country, imme- 
diately after the Mutiny of 1857, when they were little 
molested, which itujst have niiml>eTed a thou^nd or more 
individual. A tolerable shot could at that time kill 
almost any number he chose. In most cultivated dis- 
tricts, tracts of the poorer land ai'c kept under gVAns for 
cjittle-grazinff, etc., and these prest^rves are generally the 
favourite midday resorts and the breeding-giounds of the 
antelopes. Thence in the evening they troop out in 
squadrons on to the cultivated lands in the vicinity; and 
all the night long continue grazing on the tender wheat 
shoots, returning in the gray of the morning to their safe 
retreat. Many will^ liowevcTj remiiin in the fields the 
whole day, sleeping and grazing at inteivals, unless driven 
o3 by the cultivators. In such placee the voices of the 
watchers in the fields will be heard in the still night shout- 
ing continuously at the antelopes; but they seldom succeed 
in eflecting more than to move them about from field to 
field, doing more damage probably than if they were left 
alone, for a buck killed in the morning vnll always be 
found filletl nearly to bursting with the green food. 
Althoi^h many of them are shot by the village shikdrls 
at night, iind more snared and netted by the professional 
hunters called Pardis (who use a trained bullock in stalk- 
ing round the hci-ds to screen their niovtments), the 
resources of the natives arc altogether insufficient, in a 
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fiintry favoumhle to them, to keep down the niiinbars 
rsc prolific and vrary creature*^ ; and it is a perfect 
godsend to them when the European Hportsman hit« on 
their neighbourhcod as a buntirg- ground. 

There are many ways of circumventing thorn. Living 
quite in the o[)eii they rely prmcipally on the sense of 
Right for protection, nlthongh at tiuies wanied al&o by 
their power of smell. One way is to drive up to them 

one of the bullock-cnrts commonly uacd in agriculture. 
The native ^hikart often gets near them by creeping up 
beluiid a scrwn ot leaves which he works before him, 
iWhero they have not been nnn.*h harassed the EarojieAn 

ortfimanr in sad-ctdoured garments, ran usually stalk in 
h them when passing between the grass piflins and the 
CTOp$. In the very etirly mnniing, if a station be taken 
up in their uanal route, they are nearly sure to come 
nvitrfiiu shut, the grunting of the bucks warning the sports- 
man of their approach some time befure tncy emerge 
(rom the darkness. One of the most successful and 
interesting plans ie to ride a steady shooting horKe nearly 
up to the herd- Wh&n within say four hundred yards, 
sup off and walk on the off side of the horse in such a 
direction aa will lead pnat the herd ^vithin shot, i[ pos^^ible 
on the dc»wn-wind side. If they have been so abot at 
in this way as to be shy of the horse, take a groom and 
pass them further oft; find when a convenient bush or 
hillock inter\'enes drop behind, and let the man I^ad the 
hunw on. pii^'i^ing well clear of the herd* They will 
probably be *o intent on watching them out of the way, 
that you will gencraUy be able to creep in on them without 
much difficulty. Shots at antelope m popnIouB districts 
are seldom got much under Ifjo yards nowadays, which 
is, however, near enough for modern rifies tt> make sure 
work. One great advanljige of nniploying a horse in 
stalking is that it will often enable yr»u to follow and 
spear a wounded buck which might otherwise cRcape. If 
you have a brace of good greyhounds in the distance 
ready to slipr the chanccB will be still better. A wounded 
buc-k iiftcii gives a beaiitihil run with greyhounds, which 
have never been known to catch an untouched and perfect 



fiO TItK IIIGULAKDS OF CRNTUAL INDIA 



Antelope on fair Lanl grotiikd, though imder ronditiona 
uiiduly favoTirablc to the dogs they have sometimes dono 
so. A shooting horsc» like several which I have possessed, 
who ii* quite steady under fire^ doeg Bot need to be tied, 
and will couie to call, is a perfect treasure for nmny sorts 
of aport in India. Ah in all good (jiialities, the Arab is 
the most likely to develop sufrh a character; but Tuo»t 
horgeB are capable of being taught Bomething of the 
bueinoss. Should neither horse nor hounds be nt hand, 
a wounded buok should not be followed up too quiekly. 
It left to liini&ell he will probably lie down Jn the first 
cover he conies tn; and by watclnng the line he takes 
you rnay often follow up and secure lum. 

In upper India they ate frequently ahot by approach- 
ing tlu?m on a riding caraek The more bella and gay 
trappings he has on hiin the better, as the antelope on 
this plan fall victiniH to their curioMty and amazement. 
I brought down to Central India with me a trained enamel, 
with which I had thus bewildered many an antelope into 
rifle distance; but after getting eome dangerous timibles, 
owing to the yawning cracks that form in the black eoil 
in these provinces after the rains, I had to abandon the 
camel as a shooting vehicle. As a sport antelope-flbooting 
palls upon the taste. There is too much of it, and it 
lacks variety. So I shoidd think alf^o would be the case 
ttith much of the African sport we read of. To the 
beginner in Indian sport, however, there i« no pursuit 
more fascinating- The game being nearly alw*iys witliin 
fiight, tile excitement is maintained throughout the days 
sport. Simple as it seems, it takes a good man and a 
good rifle to make much of a bag when the antelope 
have been much disturbed. The old hand is apt to smile 
at the enthusiasm of the '' griff " when he dilutes on the 
glories of aTit>t?lnpe-stalfcmg; but the time was when he 
too passetl thniiigh the stage at which the acquisition of 
a particular long ?ipjral pair of horns was more to him 
than the wealth of all the Indies, and when nothing 
impressed liim m profoundly with the vanity of all human 
afTaii's as Mie miss uf "a few inches*' under or over, 
which so frequently terminated the weary stalk, reihapa 
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1 may be allowed t^ quote a description of the purfluit 
of a runater buck, ^Titteii mnDv yean* ago, when 1 myself 
was in the throes of the " buck fever/' 
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" f had frequently seen in my rambles over the antelope 
plAiiiA a mure than orciinarily miig[tilEcent coal-blailk budc. 
1 had watched him for baiir& through my ' DoUond/ but 
my most laborious attempts to reacli him by stalking had 
as yet proved futile. His homB were perfection, of great 
well eet on, twisted and knotted like the gnarled 
iranch of an okl oak tree. An the sou gknced on hia 
sable coat, it shinie like tliat of n racehorfie tit to nm 
for the Two Thousand Cuinea Stakes — in fact, he was 

Lthc beau ideal of a perfect black buck. Of course, the 
jic difficult the task appeared, the more determined was 
that these »uperb horuK should be mine, iiud thai in 
future I would disregard every buck except the one- He 
'as constantly attended by two does, t^ whom be con- 
fidently entniftted the duty of watching over his persona) 
^safety— and faithful ecntinclR they were. They seemed 
^ko relieve each other with the precision of se-ntrie^, and 
^■lever indeixl would be the stalker who could approach 
^■rithin mfiny bunilrcd pa,oe» ere the wiirnijig hiss of the 
HvatchfiU doe aroused the grand signior from bid i^iesta. 
^^t was then grand to see the majestic air of the buck, 
as, after stretching hi» graceful limb^t he slowly paced 
towards the object of his suspicion, still too far distant 
to tauhe hifu any ahLnn. Kow he stops, and, tossuig his 
Doatril^ in the air, snuffs the breeze that might convey 
to his delicate ttcnse the human taint. Now he lazily 
on)p8 a blade or two of grass, or scientifically wbiaks a 
, fl y from hia flossy haunch with llio tip of hia horn ; anon 
HHie Mumterri up to one of hh) partners, nnd sc-etns to t»ke 
^^CHuisel regarding the Rtate of affdirs. Again, as some 
movement of the distant figure catches hia eye, his sudden 
wheel and prolonged gaze show that, doapitc hie careless 
mien, not for a moment has be lost sight of his well- 
known foe. But soon the does begin to take real alarm; 
id iifti-r fl^!gt*tlng nmud ihcir hnd, an if to upprii^ bim 
the full extent of the danger, trot off together towards 
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some other hatint. Now they halt a momerit, and look 
round appealingly to the bui;k. and agftlii with feigned 
consternation stort off at a f;aliop, every now and thpii 

jnf; iirmginaiy ten-bprri?d gul^ in tlieir stride- At 

it the buck, after remaining behind a decent time to 
HQAintoin hi» character for aaperior courage, follows bhcm 
at a pace thnt mocks the efforts of every animal on tho 
face of the earth but one — the hunting leopard. 

" Such was the invariable result of my best efforts 
for upwards of a week. I would not riak a long shot, 
aa it might drive him fnr ever from that part of the 
country- Hia favourite haunt waa a wide gmaay plain, 
intersected Ii^re and there by dry watercourses, up which 
I ]uid umny a weary c:rawl, ventre A terre- I suou tuund 
nut hia usual fee-ding and drinking places; and observed 
that to reach the latter he almost daily crossed a deep is h 
dry nullah about the aamo place. This struck nic as 
anordtng tho mcana of circumventing him, so I took up 
my position in the nullah ; but nB luck would have it, 
my hack took hia water in some other direction for the 
next two daySp Many oU^er IipkIs of antelope constantly 
passed withm easy snot oi where 1 was ensconce<l; but 
not untd 1 was almost giving up hope on the third day, 
and wa^ taking a last swoop of tho plain with my 
binocular, did the well-known form of the master buck 
greet my vision, aa he slowly wound liia way with Iiij* 
two inseparable companions trowarde the pool to which 
he had watched so many of hia species parsing and 
repassing in safety. 

*' The wind was favourable, and tbe buck came steadily 
on till he arrived withiu a long rifle shut of where I waa 
posted. Here he sudilenty tlirevf up his head» aiul» after 
fltan<img at gaze for a lew moments, turned sharp to the 
left and started off at a canter for a pass in the nullah, 
about a quarter of a mile from where I was. 1 knew 
he could neither huve seen nor smelt me, and was at a 
loss to account for liis auddeu panic till^ on turning niuud 
in disgust, there was the cause behind me, in the shape 
of a small parcel of docs, whicb had evidently been 
returning txoax the watexj but, having di^cwver^ my 
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improtect«d rear, were now puRed up in a body, and 
staring at me with an air w!ii<rli had telegraphed tb« 
state of alTairH f.i> iTie oVI l>i]i-k in an uniuisLuJcaMv. injirin^^r. 
J felt very iiiucli incUned to sacrifice one of the inquisitive 
does to my just wmth. but preferred the chunuc of ti 
tunning shot at the buck; so I started at a crouching 
lun (aomewhat trying to the tmall of the back) up the 
bed of the nulhihj in thp hopes that the but^k might have 
pidkd up ere he rroswd, and would htill flfTr>rd me a 
flhot. Nor was 1 mi^taktn^ for, on turning a herd of the 
tortuous nidiah, tbeix; he stood, broadRJdo on, id at) hU 
niagiiificpncc, not eighty yarde from iry rifle ; but, alas I 
who coidd »hcKit nfter ii run, alnicK^t un all-fours, uf :4ome 
fiOO y*trtls or fio? WIrmi T attempt-cd to bring the fine 
sight to bear on his shoulder, my Imnd trembled like an 
upcn leaf, and the sight described figures of eight aU 
over his body. There was no help for it, however; he 
was movbg away, and I might never have euch another 
chance. So, almost in de:>pHir, 1 fued. I waa not sur- 
prised to Ree the ball raise the dust a himdr**d yards or 
so on his further side, and wit)i a tremendoiifl bound of, 
I fear to aay how mtuiy yjird^, .straight in the air, away 
went the buck like an arrow from the bow- In for ft 

fenny, in for a pound 1 Once fired at, I might as well 
ave the other shot; so stepping from my cramjied 
position, I held my breath as I tried to cover his fleeting 
figure with the second barrel He had gained at least 
150 yards ere 1 touched the trigger, but the ball sped 
true^ and over rolled the buck in a cloud of dust. Short 
was my triumph, however, for ere I had well taken the 
rifle from my shoulder hL*^ had regained his feet, and was 
off with hardly cbminishcd opccd- It is very rarely that 
an antelope tnua suddenly rolled over docs not succeed 
in regaining his legs. Their vital power is immense, and 
nothing but a brain shot or broken spine will tumble 
them over for good on the spot. When shot in the heart 
ifaer generally nm some fifty yards and then fait dead, 
ancl I mu<h prefer to see an antelope go oil thu3> with 
the peculiar gait well known to experienced shots as 
the forerunner of a speedy dissolution, than to sea 
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even tlic prettiest aomemault follow tbe striking of the 
ba)L 

" In tht; prcfrcnl inetancc 1 watched the antelope almost 
to the ve^^;e of the horizon* Now and then lie slackened 
his pact? for a few seronJs^ «iid louknl RHiiid kU lim 
wounded flanks, and then, aa if rpmembering that \k hud 
not yet put sufficient distance between him and the fata! 
Bpot, he would again start forward with renewed energy. 
The two docs, afl is generally the case when the buck ia 
wounded, had goiip off in a dif!erent directictn; jind were 
now btiuidinii mi tliv pl^in, a few hundnnl xmvi'ii fniin 
wliwre I ^t.(n»X (?^''i"^t? wistfully from ini> t-f) their woiuwled 
lord> Such are the scenes tbat tfnich the heart of even 
the hanlent doorstalker, and for a moment 1 nInioBt 
wished my right }mnd had been eut off ere I pulled trigger 
on this the loveliest of God*s creatures, 

** \\Tien he dwindlwl before the naked eye till he seemed 
aw a black .H}X'ck on the far horizon, 1 filill continued to 
watch him through my glam, in the hope that he micht 
lie down when he thought himself concealed, in which 
caae I mij^ht steal in and end his troubles by another 
shot. Suddenly 1 saw liiiu swerve (I'om bis course, and 
start olT in another direction at full speed. Almoist at 
th^ same instant a puff of smoke issued from a small 
bush on the plain — the buck staggered and fell, and, many 
flcconda afterwards, the faint report of a gun-shot refiehed 
my oars." 

The pcrMon who came to my aid in bo timely a fashion 
was a native sportsnmn, whom 1 then eaw for the first 
time. He waa more Uko the professional hunter of the 
Ameriean backwoods than any other native of India I 
have ever met. Ilis short trousers and hunting-shirt of 
Mhowa green displayed wnewy limbs and throat *ti a clear 
red br(jwnj little darker than the colour of a sun-bumt 
European* An upright carriage and light springy step 
marked him out as a roamer of the forests from youth 
upwards; and the English doubie-banelled gun^ and 
wurkmanlike appoinlment* of yellow samlMur leather^ 
looked bke the genuine sportsman I aoon found him to 
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he. Ulany a glonous ilay did I ft[tcr>fc'nriU piis^i with liim 
in ttie piirAtiii of UuMer gunir Minn bWlc burks- 

The Chikdrd, or iDdian gazcUf?,^ is another antelope 

cry common in Central India. It is culled often the 

vine (leer " by BportHnien ; and, as regards the first 

of the name, is so far well demoted. Its favourite 

unts are the bank^ of the shallow ravineti tli^t often 
intersect the plain country in ihe. nt^iglihoniliond nf rivi-rHj 
and seam the islope^ of the hight^r euiineiices rising out 
of the grcftl centml tabic land. Theec arc generally thinly 
clothed with low thorny buehcs, on the yoiing ahoota and 
poiU of wljich it browses like the domestic goi*t. Of 
courw it is wrtmg to tiall it a " deer/* which term prtiperly 
belongs only to the snlid-horned C^Dtdtr;. Considerably 
smullcT than the black antelope, the gazelle also differs 
much from it in habits. It prefore kiw jungle to the 
open plain ; and tnist8 more to its watchfulness and 
activity than lu ;4peed, which, however, it also poasesses 
in a high degree. It is veiy rare to catt:h a gazelle, or 
still more a herd of them, oH their guard; and it ia 
surprifling how, on the least aUrmt the little creatures 
manage to diftiippear as if by magic They have prob- 
ablv juat hopped into the bottom of a ravine, sped along 
it like liglitning for about a hundred yards, and are 
regarding you, nitent and motionleas, Irom beliind the 
straggliug bu^hef* on the next rie^iiig ground. Shouht you 
follow them up, they will probably repeat the same 
nuuLCOUVTer hut thia time putting three or four ravincB 
between y^u and them instead of one. They uIm» rrsort 
to the cultivation to feed, though not Ho regularly ns the 
black antelope: and their numbers are not sufficient to 
do any notable damage. In the morning they may often 
fio found picking their way back to the network oi 
ravines^ where they stay during the day. Should you 
disturb Iheiu at thL* time, they will most likely eeek their 
cover at top speed : ami what that amounts to ^ill amaze 
you a you let slip a greyhound at lliem, Chikdra have 
not yet' learned the range of the modern '* ExproBfl " rifle ; 

d consequently they still often let one get almost within 
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the killiug iliatauce of the old weapon, and are easily 
kiiorlced over witli the ** Expreas." The depth of their 
slender bodies is no small that a bullet must be planted 
in a spoce little wider than a haDd's-hrefidth to make 
Burc of fitopping theiii. Shots are genornUy got at a 
distance of fi'oiti 100 to 150 yurds; and the diiliculty of 
au^h fine shooting at uncertain distances, together with 
their peculiar " dodginesa " in keeping out of ^ight. makes 
the stalking of thcra a mote diffiuuit. and I thinJi more 
interesting, sport, than the pursuit of the larger antelope. 
Their art has little variety in it, however; and there i^ 
something to the experienced eye in the features of the 
gruimd wlurh will almost infallibly tell wLereabonts one 
is likely to have stopped after lii^ first disappearance- 
Unless they have been seen to go clean away, they should 
always be followed up OB the chance of being found 
again. 

The last of the nntelopes met with in the open country 
ia the Nlig^e,' the male nf which, railed a **blue bull/' 
will stand about 13j hands high at the shoulder. The 
female is a good deal smaller, and of a fawn colour. Their 
habitat i.s on the lower lulls t-hot brnder and intersect the 
plains, and alM» on the plniiEs thtniKcIves wherever giiuta 
and bnshej^ alTcrd snflicicnt tover. The old sites of 
deserted villager and cultivation, unfortunately so common, 
which arc ueuiilly covered with long grnsa and a low 
bushy growth of Palas and Jujube trees»^ are seldom 
without a herd of nilgae. They are never found very 
far from cnltivation. whirh they visit legularlv every 
night- When little fired at, the blue bull is very easily 
approached and shot. It is very poor eating, and affords 
no trophy worth taking away, eo that it is not much 
sought after by the sportsman. The beginner, however, 
who is steadying his nerves*, or the inventor who wants 
ft substantial target for a new projectile, will find them 
very accessible and convenient. The blue bull i» an 
awkwar^l, lumbexing, stupid brute: ftiid it is higldy ludi- 
crous to obfier\'e the air of self-satisfaction with which 
a blockheiul of a bull, who haa allowed you to walk up 
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witluD fifty yuTtls of him, will blunder off to tJie atlier 
side of Q Dftltt. then turn mind and fltand still wnthin 
cosy rongo of your rific. and look a^ if he thought hiriiself 
a very cTevec fellow indeed for iw thoroughly outwitting 
vou. lie ia a favourite (quarry with the uncntrcrpri&ing 
Mahometlan gentleman. The aiitclo]^^ hi« style of dress 
and pow<^r,s of locomotion do not allow him ta H]>(»riia*h; 
the ruggc^d ground and thorny undcnvood prohibit liis 
Wttccccmng with the foreet deer; the tiger he likes not 
the louk ot» ftnd the pig be may not touch; sp he geta 
him into a bullock-cart, and is driven within a few paces 
of an uaanspecting blue hull, whose carcase, when shot 

■ And duly rut in the throat aftt^i the nilei* of his faith, 
makes for him the beef which his soul loveth* Awltwaid 
and innrtive aa ho looks, however, the blue buL> when 
H faifly pushed to \m speed, will Rive a good horse a« much 
Has be can do to overhuul him. It Is in vuln to attempt 
^Bit in or lu-or the jungli? ; hut if you c&n j^ucceed in getting 
J at him when he has a mile or two to go across the open 
H plain, (L real good nm may be hud with the spear. I 
H nave never heard of a bloc bull attempting to charge when 
^B brought to bay, in whirrh res|)ect. therefore, the sport of 
^■riding them ik infeiior to pii^-stiikiitff. 
^P Bach are the principal ammnis whieh form the objects 
^^of the aportsman's pui^uit in the open country. Aa» 
^ however, in a .^ttitc oi nature, there never arc herbivorous 
Hcreaturea without their attendant eamivora to form a 
H check ajid counterbalance to them, so we find various 
^Fiiatural enemies attendiint on the henla of anteloj^^e and 
nllgie, whohe aeqiiaintjince the ftport^man witl ocraaionally 
make. The nilg&c is a favourite prey of the tiger and 
the panther. But it is in the low hilV where he retireH 
dunng the day, rather than in the plains where he feeda 

■ at lught, that he meets thi^se lelentlesit fue?<i ami the 
chief c4iniivorous <:reatures of the open roiuitry are tlic 
hunting leopard^^ the wolf,^ and the jackal,' 

I have several times come across and shot the hunting 
leopard when after antelope; but they cannot be vaUcd 
common in this part of India. They live mostly in the 
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low, isolated rocky eminences called TorlaSt that rise here 
and there like ialetft in the middle of the pUiiis, and oti 
the central plateau, and wliirli are frequently surrounded 
by grassy plaiue where they hunt their prey. They are 
of a retiruig and inoffensive diapoaition, never coming 
ncjit dwellingH, or attacking domcaticat^d anlmaK like 
the leopard and pinther; and I never heard of their 
idiomDg any spL-rt when pursued. Their manner of 
catching the antelope, by a luiion of cat-like stealth of 
approach and unparalleled vek-dty of attack^ has often 
been de^ribed. A few arc kept tame by the wealthier 
natives, but more, I think, for show than real use in 
luintiTig, 

Thr common jackal, always ready for food of any 
de?»cription, seldom fails to make a meal of any wounded 
animal, and I have seen a small gang of them pm*auc a 
wounded antelope I had just fired ac. The fawns of the 
antelope and ga;5elle frequently become their victima. 

The wolf ia extremely common in the northern parts 
of the province; frequeutiiig the same siort of gromid as 
the antelope and chikara- I have very aeldoni met with 
them in forest troctfi; and I think that in India they 
are clearly a plain-loving spccica, Thoy unite in partica 
of five or six to hunt; the latter being the lar^^est number 
I have ever seen together. More generally they are hmnd 
aingly or in t^ouplea. I have several times observed them 
in the act of hunting the aiitelo])e ; their method being 
to steal in on all Bides of a detached parly of ctooa and 
fawns, and truet to a united rush to capture one or more 
of them bef^ire they attain their speed. Fast as the wolf 
in (as you will learn if you try to ride him down), I do 
not believe hs is capable of running down an antelope in 
a fair himt. though doubtlesa old or injured animals are 
tbufi killed by him- When game is not to be had, the 
wolf Keldom fails ro get a meal io the neighbourhood of 
villages. In the ^Iiape of a dog or a goat. They are deadly 
foes to the former; and will stjind outside a villa^ or 
the traveller's camp at iiight, and howl untd some mex- 
perienccd cur sallies forth to reply, when the lot of that 
cur will probably be to letum no luoie. Unfortunately, 
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the wc^lf of Central Iiulia floes not a.lwn,vf^ ronfm^ himself 
to such .siibfiti kites for legitimate game : and the lo^^s of 
' iiman life from these hideoua brutes has recently been 
ined to be so great that a hoftvy reward is now 
d for their destruction. Though not generally von- 
ttiring beyond children of ten or twelve years old, yet, 
vrhen confirmed in the halni of rniin-ealiTig* tliry du not 
bcflitatc to attack, at an advantage, full-grown women 
and even ndult men, A cood many instances ocouiredt 
during the construction of the railway throupjh the low 
jungles north of Jubbulpfir, of labourers on the work^ 
being so attacked, and sometimes killed and eaten. The 
attack was commonly made hy a pair of wolves, one of 
which ^ized the victim by the reck from brhiud, prc- 
vcriting outery, while the other, coming awiftly up, tore 
out the entraila iu front. Thcso confirrucd nian-eaters 
HTB dcMcribcd a« havuig been cjcceedingjy Wiiv\\ and fully 
able to discriminate between a hcl|ile&[4 victim and an 
armed man< 

Mv oyvn experience of wolvea does not record on instance 
of their attacking an adult human being ; but I have 
known many )>laees where children were regularly carried 
off by them, Su|>erHtition frequently prevent^^ t)ie nAtive» 
from prot(.H;tiiig themselves or retaliating on the brutea. 
1 was once marching through a small village on the borders 
of the Damoh dismct, and accidentally heard that for 
months pafit a pair of wolves had carried ofE a child every 
few days, from the centre of the village and in broad 
daylight. No attempt wliatever had been made to kill 
them, though their l^aunts were perfejctly we-ll known, and 
lay not a i|uartcr of a mile from the \HlIage. A shapelesa 
etonc repro^nting the goddess Devi, under a neighbour- 
ing tree, had instead been daubed with vermilion, and 
liberally propitiated with cocua-iml.N utu] rici* ! Tlii.ir tjhui 
of attack wa& uniform and simple. The vilhige stiKKl on 
the alope of a hill, at the loot of which ran the bed of a 
fltream thickly fringed with crass and buehcB. The nmin 
street of the village, where children were always at plaVj 
ran down the slope of the hill; and while one of the 
wolve:^ which wa^ iimaller than the other, would ensconce 
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itself among some low Inislics between the village and the 
bottom of the hill^ the other would go round to the top, 
and, watthing an opportunity, race down through the 
street, picking up a child by the Wiiy, and making off 
with it to tbe thick cover in the naJ3- At tirst the people 
used to pui-sue, and sometime** made tlie marauder drop 
his prey: but» as they said, (Indirg tli.it in tJmt case Ibr 
companion wolf usually aiiccecded in canying off auother 
of the children in the confusion, whUc the fii^t was iisually 
so injured as to he beyond rcKiovcry, thoy ended, like 
phlegmatic HindiiB as they were, by just letting them 
take tu^ many of tlieir offspring as they wanted ! An 
infant a tew years old had thus been carried oR the 
morning of my arrivah It ia scarcely credible that I 
could not at tiiiut ohtaiii suiljoicnt boatere to drive the 
cover where these two atrocious brutes were* gorging on 
their imholy meal. At last a few of the outcastc helot* 
who act as village drudges in tho.se parts were, indueetl 
to take sticks and accompany my norsekeeper with a 
hog-spear, and my Sikli orderly with lus sword, through 
the belt of grass, while I posted myaeU behind a tree 
with a double rifle at the other end. In about Sve 
minutes the pair walked leisurely out into an open space 
within twenty pares ot me- T)iey were evidently motlier 
and sou; the latter about three-quarters grown, mih a 
reddieh-yellow wcll-furrcd coat, and plump appearance; 
the mother n lean and grizzled hag, mth hideous pendent 
dugSj and slaver dropping from her disgusting jaws. I 
gave her the benefit of the fu^t barrel, and dropfjed her 
with a shot through both her shoulders. The whelp 
started off, but the second barret arrested him also ttith 
a bu]bt in the neck; and I watched with satisfaction the 
struggles of the mother till my niaii came up with the 
hog-^niear, wbirh I deftled by finis.|iijig her, lu l-he covp^r 
they had come through, my men said tJiat their laira in 
the grass were luimcrous. and tilled v^ntli fragments of 
bones; so that tliere was little doubt that the brutes 
thus so happily dii^posed of, had long been perfectly at 
home in f-he neighbourhood of these miserabltt supensti- 
tioufi Villagers. 
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igR t1iat HTv. in ibe war u( himtag fidcak wiQ mdOv 
pursue a wt>lf, so i<>ng &s he nina awty. Btii the won 
generally tries the effect ol bis bared teetb on his pursiieis 
before ruouing very far* and only Che most r«Mlat« homds 
caa be brouf;fat to £ftc« ibenL I htv« serenl titam lud 
niy dogs chased hack eloae up to mj bocw br • volf 
they LadencoimtendwfaeDoiitcoanaigiiaxaiaiiajackab; 
ci only Dnc« saw the doga get tha better of one iritbaot 
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assistance fiom the gan. ~ On that oocaaioD 1 bad out a 
couple of yonng greyhounds, croased bettweeo the deer- 
bouml and'ihe Kampore breed; and aloeg with thcD ww 
a very brge and p^iwerful Enatiah bull-fna«tiff, rejoicing 
in tlie nanie of "Tinker/' whos* excredtngty 
looks in DO vh'ay bclkd hi^ name. He it'aa an dd hand 
at fighting before ctct he left the purbeus of his native 
Manchester; and in India had been victor in mtny a 
bloody tufi^e with jackal, jungle cat, and pariah dog. 
His massive head and well-armed jamt comlHiied in a 
high degree the qoahtie^ of a hattering-raju and heavy 
artillery ; and hid courage wad in full proportion to hia 
meu8 of ofTenoc. On the prceeat occasion the three dogs 
espied the enemy fitting coolly on his haonchea on the 
top of a riiung ground, and the youns doga, taking him 
no doubt far a jackal, went at hini full spe^d. Tinker aa 
uaual lumbering along in the rear- Boon, however, the 
hounds returned m a panic* with their taik well down, 
and clfifiely pursued by the wolf, a l^rg^ daik-gray fellow, 
smapping and snarling at their heels. The greyhounda fled 
pant Tinker, who xteiuUty advanced, dropping into the 
crouching v»rt *ti njn \if^ a1wH)'n adopted in his attack. 
Ko douht Master Wolf thought he too wouW turn from 
his gleaming rows ol tocth and erected hair, as all his 
caDiii^ asT'ailant^ hjid done before. But he never wot 
more mUukeu, for the game ohl dog, h« jtonti a7( a pore 
or two only remained betwixt him »«d the enemy, aud- 
dentv 8pfang to hia full height, and. with u bound, buried 
his bullet head in his advancing cbest, I saw the two 
roll over and over together, and then the gallant Tinker 
rose on the top of the wolf, hia vice-hke jaws finuly 
fast«iied ou hia tliroat. At thia point of a combat he 
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^nsuAlly overpowered hia antagonist utterly, by using his 
"inunenfie Height and power of limb to force Kim proatrato 
on tho earth, the while riving at the throat with a lorco 
that often scooped a hollow in the earth under the scene 
of action. His efforts were now direited to effect thli 
favourite mftnoevivre; Imt the wolf was too strong for 
him, and repeatedly foiled the attempt. But the young 
hounds, who \v\}re not at all without pluck, soon returned 
to hi& as&i«tance, and &eizing the wolf by different hJnd- 
legB. niade suL^h a snr(*nd -eagle of him, that Tinker had 
no difficulty in holding hiin down while I demounted 
aod battered in his skull with the hammer-head of my 
hunting-whip. None of the three doga had boon bitten, 
Tinker having got hia jaws in chancery from the very 
first. I am sure that the three, or even Tinker alone, 
would have killed !tlm iu time without my aasistancc; 
for Tinker never let go a grip he had once secured, and 
though not 60 large, was not much inferior to him in 
BtrengT-h. 

Tlie catalogue of amusements offered to the aportsinan 
in the open plain would be incomplete witliout a mention 
of the * mighty boar." lie ie to he found almost every- 
where — in the low jungle on the edge of cidtivation, and 
flometimes in the wugar-canc and other tall crops; and 
with a liberal expenditure of aelf and horse may be ridden 
and speared in a good many places. Generally, however, 
the country is highly iinfavoiirnble Ut riding, the black 
fioil ol the plains lining apht up into yawning cracks many 
feet ia dcptli. or covered with rolling trap boulders, l>oth 
sorts of country being equally productive of dang^roua 
croppers. The neighbourhood of Nigpiir affords the best 
ground ; and there there is a regular " teat club," which 
gives a good account of numerous hogs iu the course of 
the year- The .^port has been so voluminously described 
that 1 believe nothing remains to he said about it. The 
hog8 that reside in the open plains are not much inferior 
in rtize to those of other part'4 of India; hut those met 
with in the hills are generally much smaller, and far more 
' Bctive- A brown^coloiired variety has sometimes been 
Dotieed among them. The common village pig of tbc 
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kuntiy ithows evety sign of baviog been derived from 
the vnid race finginally. 

My inAnrli ilowii tlw Nar))«ilii vallry M aknig the 
tortuous aiHl mggod cart track. througK the deep oUck 
loam of the aumjuiidmg gelds, which, before the con- 
etniction of the rnilway, was the only meana of com- 
munioation through these fertUe distiicts. Broken rarU 
stowed the roaa^ile, and clumps of thorny acacias 
overgrew the path. Thpsp were justly t^lM the " cotton 
thiof" by the people, iheir branches beltig laden with 
buncheit of the fibre dear to Hancbcetcr. torn by their 
thorns from the \inprc«8ed balest fts they tumborecl nlong 
on antediluvmn ImlTalo carta towards tbe dL^tant coast. 
^B Lnrge gftngs of Hburiginal GAnds from the nearer hill 
^kftCtfl were labouring on the railway workfi. The really 
^Bild tnbc5 of the interior of the hilU were not yet 
attracted by the labour market in the plains, preferring 
KH dinner of jungle herbs and their ^u^lirl freedom to 
^^plefLty earnetl by Hi-endy t**i! under ihe eye of tbe fmeign 
Htaakmanter. But the semi^Hindii tribes of the border- 
land, who are now the most numerous of the race^ and 
whom long contact with the people of the plains has 
imbued with wants and tendendee atrenge to their wilder 
brethren, have reaped a rich harvest from this t^tiddcn 
demand for labour ^ri^ing at their doors. ITow far it 
has been to them an unmixed advantage will be discussed 
further on. As labourers, their ijmate dLsta.'^te to steady 
toil< bom of long years of a fiemi-nomadic existence, 
renders them inferior to the regular Mar&thi navvy of 
the D^f^ean, who in aUo their i^iiperior in muscular power, 
and can double 1\k wages of any G<!ind at this Aort of 
work. 

On the 35th of January I quitted tho main road down 
the valley, near the little civil station of Narsingpiir, and 
struck oil niL'urly at right aiigk*^ to the woiith, inarching 
Indirect for the liills that bounded the horizon in that 
^■direction. About half-way through the march of fifteen 
^Ptniles, the level deep black soil of Xh^ valloy begun to 
^Kgive place to a red gravelly tract of imdulntin^ conforma- 
^^non; and numerous fine Mhowa tn^es, forming groups tliat 
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at a little distance much reaembled oaks, and Imlf-cleared 
fields, gave indications ol the approach of tlio hortlcr l)ett 
of half-reclaimed land which intervenes between the open 
plain and the forest-covered hills. The Mhowa {Bttittna 
latiiolia) 18 one of the Dirist ufteful wild ti^ee^ in tins part 
of India. Ifi is n*pt rnt dnirn like other forest treea in 
clcariiig the laud for tiUBgc, its value being at first greater 
than that of the area rendered unproduetive by its shade 
and roots. As the country gets more thickly peopled, 
however, the ca*je is reversed, and it generally dititppears 
in long-settled tracts. Aa a singular instance of the 
influence sometimes exerted by social customs on the 
physical cJioracter of a country, I may mention an 
exception to this rule in the case of the district of NimSr, 
wliich, even in its fully cultivated parts, is still thickly 
dotted witli Mhowa trees. The n*aM»n of this I believe 
to be that, during the " times of trouble "' referred to in 
my first chapter, the majority of the small proprietors of 
the land were ousted from posseaaiou of their fields; but 
the custom having been established that possea^iion of the 
fruit-trees growing on it did not necessarily pass with the 
landj they mostly retained the proprietorship of these 
trees. Thus it haa happened that the land is often owned 
by one party and the trees by another. The rent ia paid 
only by the' landholder: and thus, though it woidd pay 
him to clear off the trees, it would not pay the tree-nwin ; 
and so they have rem-iined, doubtless to tlie very great 
advantage, and certainly to the beauty, of the district. 

The value of the Mhowa consists in the fle&hy corolla 
of its flower, and in its seeds. The Sower is highly 
deciduous, ripening and falUng in the months of March 
and April, It possesses considerable substance, anrl a 
sweet but sickly taste and smelL It is a favourite article 
of food with all the wild trihcs, and the lower ckssea of 
Hindis; but its main u^m^ is in the distillation of ardent 
spiritfl, most of what is consumed being made from Mhuwa, 
The spirit, when well made and mellowed by age, is by 
no means of desjiicable quahty, resembling in some degree 
Irish wEiisky. The luscious flowers are no less a favourite 
food of tho brute creation than of man. Every vegetable- 
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eating animal and bird incessantly <}ndcavour$ to fill itself 
with SDuiwft during i(« flmvering season, SJimWr, nilg&c, 
and bean* jtppeHi M> Ipse hheir iiiiiunil )L]jpri^li<^ list huh of 
danger m some degree during tliG Mho^ra season; and 
llic moat kvtiurablc uhanccs oi Bbooting them arc then 
obtained, The trees have to be watched night and day 
if the crop is to be saved; and the wilder races, who 
fear neither wild bea^t noi evi] spirit, are generally 
engaged to do this tor a wage of orie-lialf the prodiicc- 
Tbe yield of ilowers from a single ttee is about 130 ib6.» 
worth five ahilliDgB in the market: and the nuts, which 
ionn in bunehes aft^r the dropping of the flowers, yield 
a thick oil^ much resembling tallow in appearunL*c and 
propcrtiL'S. It i» Uispd for burning, for the mannfacturo 
o! floap, and in adulterating the clarified butter so largely 
conaumed by all natives. A demand for it haa lately 
Bprung up in the Bombay market; and a good deal has 
been exported since the opening of the railway. The supply 
nuisl be immL-nae; aud probably this new demand will be 
thi' iTirans kA greatly iiirrnasing the vabie of the trees, 

J entaniped at the end of this march at a place called 
Mohpani, the accno of the works of the *' Nerbudda Coal 
and Iron Company." Moat of the miners employed at 
that time were Gonda, whoee courage in diving into the 
bowels o[ Lhe earth wa*^ found to be ftuperiur to tlmt of 
other raises. The miiveisal pautliemm of the ii6m\ ^tandn 
him in good alead on euch occasions. From his cradle 
he had looked on every rotik, strean^ and oavcm a.s torantcd 
by its peculiar apirit, whom it is only needful to propiltato 
in a simple fuj^hion to make all safe. So he ju»)t touches 
Hith vermilion the rot^k he is about to blow into a thousand 
fraginentft with a keg of nowdei» lays before it a handful 
of rice and a nutshell full of Mhowa apirit. and lo ! the 
eod of the coal-mine is sufficiently satiefied to permit 
nifl simple worshipper to hew away as he pleases at his 
residence. If utility is, as gome Imve thought, a ^ood 
quality in religions, aurely we have it in perfection \n a 
»liabtc belief hke this. 

Near Mohpani m one of the bc^t anipc jheels in the 
[province. I went out to it in the afternoon with one 
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of the gentlemen connected witL the wurka, who surely 
never could have seen a snipe before. We t(»ok opjuisite 
Miles of the long swamp, which swarmed with the iong- 
billa; and when we met at the end 1 had got twenty- 
fieven and a half couples, while nay friend had collected 
a niLscellaneoiis bap of snippets, plover, paddy-birds, and 
mijias, and not one snipe uniong ihem. 

My next march lay under the northern face of the main 
range of the Hatpuras, which here form a bluff headland 
rising 3omc 500 feet above the plain, crowned by an old 
fortress called Chaoragarh. This is one of the many 
extensive fortifications eonatnicted by the chiefs of the 
country to the Hontb of the Narbada, at the tinie when 
the resiatleea tide of Mahomedan conquest, aft«r engulfing 
the Hindu kiagdonis of upper India and the Pcccan, was 
rolling against the principaliticB of thcfio central regions, 
The works cf these forts generally enclose a considerable 
space on the summit of a naturally inaccessible hill, 
having been designed for the retreat of hirge bodies of 
the inhabilanba, and of arniiea, in times of successful 
invasion. The flat- topped and scarp-sided hills of the 
trap formation are the nioet suitable for such strongholds, 
and there are consequently more of them iu the trap 
country than elsewhere. Such additional works as are 
necessary are composed of inassi^'c- blocks of rock, rrmglily 
squared and laid without masonry. Inside tanks have 
generally been excavated in the rock to hold a plentiful 
supply of water, natural hollows being always taken 
advantage of to avoid labour as much as possible. Before 
the days of artillery such places must have possessed great 
strength ; but we rarely hear of their bemg vigorously 
defended by their possessors, and they were generally 
rendered after a short investment. Doubtless the chief 
was usually want of pro\'ision3, masses of jwople 
'Being suddeidy huddled into the place, and being luiablo 
to carTy with tbcm the ecanty provender afToided by a 
poor country in the face o( danger. In 1564 the great 
Akbcr e&nt his lieutenant to reduce the G6nd chieftain of 
MandU. The G6nd troops, led by the heroic Durgawati^ 
the Rajput widow of the last chief, made a noble lestsi- 
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ance to tile iuvajer near Jubbulpir; Lut, the hattle at 
Wt going against them, their leader tabbed herseli lathet 
than aufier the disgrace of defeat; and this fort of 
Chaoragarh immcdifttoly afterwards fell into the hjindft of 
the M'j!i*leiri> together with prt»pejty and treasure vfllued 
in the chroDicles at an altogether fabulous auiuuut. The 
aiimmits of theWL- tild tnrts usually contain a litMe wat«r 
in the old tanks; and being generally covered with thick 
jungle arc favourite reaortfi of the tiger and other animals 
m the hot weather. 

From my (^amp at Chaolpftni a single peak of the 
Pucbmiirree hills was visible. It had not a very iDipckaing 
appearance, however, as I. find it rerorded as " like hall 
u e^ fitickliig out of an immense eggcup ! '' A couple 
of bears eame olose up to the eamp at night and com- 
menced to fifi^ht, making a fi?arful iiot^e, it seemed to me, 
utf I awoki^j iuaide the tent ropes. The horses wei'e 
tearing at their pickets, and all tbe camp in a hubbub. 
I started out with a gun, but the people said they had 
pa3sed through the camp, rolling over each other 
and growling; and it was so pitch dark that I could not 
Ma any distance before me, and had to come back. The 
'MXboa&rch wtia fourteen mites to JhilpA, the laat viUa^ 
bt*forc tlic a-^.ciit of the hills begins. The view of Pucn- 
murrcc was lost during this march from our bemg too 
close under the intervening range of hilla. On the way 
I shot a young simbar stag; and after arriving in camp 
a measenger from the village 1 had left in the moming 
came in breathless t(j 8ay tliat a tiger had killed a bullock 
in the momijig within hatf a mite of my camp. At that 
time of year, when the jungle is very green and thick, 
and tigers always on the move, it was not worth white 
to so back, even if I had had the time. 

Uiiis dav'^ murch waii tliruugb a much more j^mKly 

oountry than I had yet met. It could not be called 

for the trees were all of the secondary growth, 

ich marks land repcatetily cleared and abandoned 
again ; and the cultivation, such as it was, was still 
carried on with the regular bullock -pk>ugh, after the 
ouumer of the pkiiia. lu many places tliere waa a 
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thick growtli of teak poles from ok] stumps of tre*^i*; 
and many ol the fields had been hewn ont of these 
coppices, the poles being burnt on the ground as manure, 
m the manner to be hcrcfifter des<Tibe(J, The clear and 
pretty stream of the D^iiwA, which comes down from 
Puchimirree, was crossed several times by the trnck we 
followed, and rmitaiiied on its sandy banks many foot* 
prints of tigers. There was evidently a good deal of 
forest game about. The valley is one of those tracts on 
the border between open plain and dense jungle, where 
much of the nocturnal life of the forest creatures is paeeed- 
In such a tract the traveller will often be astonished at 
the rpiantity of signs of animals he will see in tbe morning 
all about his night's camp, while not a wild creature of 
any sort will he find in the neighbourhood if he goes to 
look for thera after the eun is up. The fact is that deer, 
bears, Fff*» ^^-t travel suth long distances at night to 
their feeding grounds, and depart again to the remoter 
hills ao early in the morning, that unless a veiy early 
start be made, nothing but the tracks they have left 
behind will ever be seen. The tigers and panthers, again, 
which prey on them, although not usually retreating go 
far» yet seek the most secluded tliicketa and ravines of 
the neighbourhood at an equally early hoiu", and in the 
cold weather are ao much on the alert, and can so easily 
hide ill the thick vegetation, that the chances with them, 
except by sitting up over a bait at night, are equally 
poor. The native shikirl, watcliing by night, kills a great 
deal of game at this season. But it is very slow and 
cold, as well as rather poaching work, ami few Europeans 
arc cat-hke enough to succeed in it. Now, as moat 
Europeans who attempt shooting at all lu India (and 
who does not at first ?) only go out during the cold season, 
and never go deeper into the forest than this semi-cleared 
belt, the reason oI much of the want of sut^cess complained 
of is not far to seek. To ensure success the animals 
must be followed up into the deeper jungles. 



CHAPTER ni 

THE M^HADEO HILLS 

c cycfl of the Ilindi^ iBhabitnnts of the neigh- 
bouring plums, the whole of the range of hilh which 
culminated in the Piuhmiirrcc plateau is aacrrd to their 
deity Slv4, called Mdlifideo, or the Great God ; and th© 
hillfl theniflelve** art* called liy hi** name, the MAhfidccs. 
A eonceptifm of awe and myjitery ha<l always hci?n a-^ww-' 
ciated with their lofty peaks, embosomed among which 
liCB one of the most sacred f^hrines of the god, to which 
at least one piljpimngo was a necessity in the life of every 
devout Hind6- But excepting at the appointed »ea£on 
fur this pilgrimage, no dweller of the phiJns would venture 
at the time of which I am writing, to set his foot on the 
holy soil of Mahadoo'a hilb; and, as wc approached its 
flcighbourhood, gloomy looks began to gather on the 
face^ of my followers, whose fear^ had been acted on 
ty the conversation of the people they had met. The 
load to the lop was represented as inij^asf^able from 
natural difHcuItiea; and guarded by wHId beasts, goblins, 
and fell diBCOAc. 

1 halted a day at Jhilpa, the laat village on the plains, 
to make arrangements for the ascent, and procure guides; 
Bnd on the '2'2ik1 packed my ^inall tent and a {ew nece^- 
^earies on a jjoih', and witli two attendant,** started up the 
rMU on foot* For the first ten miles or so the pathway 
lod up aji easy and regular ascent over sheMng rocks 
and scanty fioil, whereon (^rew a thin forest of the com- 
^moner sorls of trees, SAlei {Boswdlta ihunfera), Dhaori 
(Conocarpus hitiftttia), and SAj {Pejda/ikrn tjhhra), being 
the most numerous aperies ; the grasss and vegetation on 
the^e dlopea had heguji already to assume the yellow 
tinge of the dry season. Such a prospect as this, which 
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IS typit^a] of vast tracts In tlie jungles of Central Tnrlift, 
ia sadly disappointing to liim who looks fen the luxtiriani 
tropical for^ of low-ljiEg equatorial regions. Forests 
like those of Southexn Alrica and the littoral countries 
of Asia, with their close arrfty of giant trunkal douse 




VAXr AT nH'irMUBREB, CITDDIIIST CAVES 1_V THE BACKUSOUlVD. 

canopy M vegetation, impenetrable underwood, gorgeoua 
flowers, and mighty tangled creepers — 

From branch U> bfaach clow wreathe of bondage tiirowing. 

are unknown in these central regions of India; and 
their character is rarely approached save in some occa- 
siouol low moitt valley, where the axe of the woodcutter 
hag not penetrated, and the stagnation of some fitream 
has imited with the heat of a close valley in giving to 
the vegetation a more tndy tropical rharacter. Indeed, 
but for the prepoiider&nce of yellows where rich teda and 
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^^Browna flhould be. and the rare appearance of a palm 
ot otiicr eastern form, nioel ol tbe&e !ow ft>refit tracts 
might be taken after December for a late autumn scene 
in a teniperatp climate. Nothuig ia more ^trildng than 
the absence af brilliant flowers, wLich, contrary tn pnpu- 
H lar idea, are far more chararterifitic of tetnperate t)ian 
^ of tropical regions. The Paliie {BuUa superba) h almost 
the oDly tree in our forests which poaseesiea really bright 

I colouring. 
Whffn an elevation of about 2000 feet (above thrj 
bm) had been attained, the character of the scenery 
bc{ran to change. Vertical ecarpa of the red aand^totie 
which fonns the higher plateau began to riec into view 
at every turn of the path, which now phiDgf?d into narrow 
and gloomy glens, following the houlder-strewii bed of 
a aniall atreaui. The di-ied and yellow gruMsea and naked 
tree sterna of the lower shipe gave place to a green vege^ 

Itation thickly covering the soil, and in places almost 
mooting overhead* Tlie looi^-t banks of the stream were 
covered with ferns and mossca, and the clear sparkle 
uf the lil.t-Ie brooks appeared singidarly refreshing after 
our long walk np-liill in the heat> of a sultry and lowering 
dsT- Ihe baggage-pony found condderable difficulty 
ibling over the boulders that now began to block 
1; and wo relieved biin by putting about half of 
load on the two guides, After scrambling thus along 
tli(? «des and bottoni-s of ravines for some miles. stea*lily 
rising at the same time, we suddenly emerged through a 
narrow paaa, and from under the spreading ai^e of a 
large banyan tree (from which this pass geta ita name 
of the Bur-ghat), on to an open glade, covered with 
short green srass, and studded with magnificent trees, 
which I (oimd waa the camiaencement of the plat4*au of 
Puchmurrec. 
■ Heavy maftftcs of cloud bad now gathered o-.^rhead, 
~ and large dropa of rain began to fall, betokening, m it 
proved, the coming of one of the abort but severe storms 
io which therw hiibi are liable at this seaj^on. The village 
of Puchmurree waa still some miles distant, and we hurried 
, along over the now almost level plateau to get shelter 
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as soon as poi^siblc, as wft had alKady walked about 
8ev<jiite<?ii milcSj a-nd the sun was ultiiost set. The road 
now hkv over a htird Hiid gently undulating Bandy hoU, 
crossed by many smal] streams running swiftly in their 
rocky he*ls. Immense trees of the dark green Harr4 
(Tennirialia Ch^iila), the arboreous Jaman {Eit^jcnia 
Jan^lana), and the common Mango dotted the plain 
in fine dumiw; aud altogetlier the aspect uf tlie plateau 
was mnrli mure that of a fine English park than of any 
scene 1 had before come across in India, By and by, 
through the vistas of the trees* tlircc great isolated peaks 
hoi^an lo appear, glowing red and fiery in the setting aun 
against the purple background of a cloud-bank. The 
centre one of the three, right ahead of utf, was the peak 
of Mfth-idco, deep in the bowels of which lies the shrine 
of the god himself; to the left, like the bastion of some 
giant's hold, rose the square and abrupt form of Chau- 
rideo; while tf> the right, and further otT than the othere, 
frowned the sheer scarjj of Dhupgarh^ the highest [>oint 
of ihvJSt'- Ocntrn] Indian highlands. 

Wc had httle leisure to enjoy this splendid view, how- 
ever, for a bhnding rain, accompanied by thimder and 
lightning, now camo on ; and some distance atiU inter- 
vened from the village when we were compelled to seek 
shelter in a grove of trees, Furtunaf^ly there Wiia among 
them a large bullow banyan tree, within whicli we all 
found shelter, including " QuaiP' and "Snipe/' who I 
forgot to aay were of the party, and had revelled in aput 
fowl all the way up, 

I iient on the two guides to the village to procure us 
some firewood and water ; fur I determined to encamp 
here, rather than go further, and probably fare worse, 
among the unknown disagreeables of a Korku village. 
A swampy hollow lay betwixt us and the village, and after 
we heard the ^uid(.^s go splashing through thia and dis- 
appear in the diirknesa it was full two hours before we 
heard them floundering bark again with three or (our 
Korkus carrying bundles of sticks, grass, pots of water, 
and the various natural productions which have always 
to be procured from the village where camp is pitched. 
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Meanwlnle we sat in our tree and smoled, and very ooXA 

and dUagreeahle it was. though tolerably dry. With the 

help ol the Korkiia the little tent was soon pitched, and 

t tmnafcrrcd tnyi^elf and doge to its slielber, while a fire 

was lit in the hollow of the banyan, aud the natives were 

Hiaoon crouching over it &s jolly a^ ^nd-boys; while my 

BBervant nhuked ^^nd grilled over its enilwrs one of the 

Bflpur fowl 1 had shot as a '' apatch-cocfc." About mid- 

Biuglit the rain ceased, and the sky cleared. It waa an 

exceftflively (^old night; and when I got up ehivoriiig in 

the morning 1 found my men had stayed \ip the greater 

pert of the night by the lire fox the aake of the 

wnrmth. 

The morning broke tine and bright, however^ and 1 

o3 for a ramble over the plateau. In paasms 

mgh the swamp below the tent, tne dogs put up, and 

I shot several couples of snipe, and among them a fine 

apecimen of the solitary or wood snipe.' Tliis fine ^nipe 

■ia of rare occurrence in Centra! lodia, and in fact 1 have 
on]}' met with it on one other ocoafiion, in the Mandi& 
distnct. 1 euBpcct thifi is the bird that hoa stood for the 

P*^'>odcocfc in the stories told of the latter'e occurrence in 
3 Central Provinces; for though 1 have hunted e^'ery 
elv spot in the hills for the latter bird, I never found a 
igfe one of them- 
fhere were two small aettiemcnts of Korkua on the 
plateau : one at Puchmiirree itself* and another about a 
— mile to the north of it. The former was the larger of the 
Btwo, consisting of about thirty houses, and, besides the 
Thakijr, a few families o( tra*le^^ from the plains lived in 
it. The functions exercised by these Hmdi'i dcalfrs in 
the rural economy of the aborigines will form the subject 
^u>f some remark's further on. 

■ A brother of the ThAk^r of Puchmurree accoicpanied 

Hvic i>> '^y rumble, a fine, sthletitr, intelligent young fellow 

of ei^htwn or twr-nty, and an ardent ftportpiman, who 

was afterwards my guide over the whole of this wonderful 

moaa of mountaina. Wc were out ncurly all day. the 

^dncceasion of fine views from the difierent heighta and 
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bluffs \\mng me on and on, till wliat was raeant for a 
stroll elided in a pretty hnrd day'a work. 

I found that tke plateau had something of a oup-Ukc 
ab&pe, draining in every dir<«<.'tion from the edges into the 
centre, where two conBidetable brooks receive ita waters 
and carry tbem over the edge in fine casaadea. The general 
elevation of thL^ central valley ia about 3400 feet, the 
ridge surroiuidmg it being a few hundred feet higher, and 
here and there shooting into abrupt pcaltfl, of wWcIi the 
three I had seen the evening before attain a height of 
4500 feet. The area of the plateau ia altogether about 
twelve square miles, some six of which, in the centre, 
reecmble the portion 1 had before passed through, and 
oonsist of fine culturablo, though light, eoits. Every- 
where the massive groups of trees and park-Uke scenery 
strike the eye ; and the greenery of the glades, and various 
wild flowers unseen at lower elevations, maintain the 
illusion that the scene is a bit out of our own teraperat-e 
zone rather than ol the tropica. Though the ascent on 
the side I had come up was generally gradual, I found that 
in all other dirG<.tions tlie drup from the plateau was sudden 
and precipitous. There are three other pathways by 
wbioh a man can easily, and an unlflden animal with 
difBculty, aacend and descend. Subsequently we took 
lightly laden elcphaotn (which, when there ia room for 
them, are the most auro-footed of all creatures) up and 
down both of the passes leading to the south; but the 
eastern pjisa (Karijl Ghat) has never, 1 beheve, been 
travernea by any baggage animal. The view from the 
edge of the plateau, in almost any direction, is singularly 
fine; and a still more osteneivti sweep is commanded 
from the top of the higher peaks, 

To the south, as far as the eye can see, he range upon 
range of forest-covered bills, tumbled in vdiA confusion. 
To the east a long line of rampart-like cliffs marks the 
southcni face of the Mahadeo range, the deep red of their 
sandstone formation contrasting finely with the intense 
green of the bamboo vegetation, out of which they rise. 
Here aud there they shoot into pealcs of bare red rock^ 
many of which have a pecohar and almo^ fantastic 
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appearance, owing tx> the irregular weathering of their 
material — beds of coarse saiiiLitone liorizuntjilly i^tre^ed 
by darker bands of hanl vitrified ferniBitiwua i^arLti, 
oking acroBs thia wall of rock, to the north-cast, a long 
'perspective of forest-coveied hills is seen, the nearer ones 
eeoming to bo pfirt of the Puchmurreo plateau^ though 
really sepanited from it by an enomioufi rift in the rock, 
the furtlier rangea sinking gradually in elevation, tiU^ 
faint and blue in the far di8tajice, gkaais the level plain 
of the Narbad& valley. Siandmg on the eastern edge of 
the plateau, again, the ob3er\'er hangs over a sh<.'eT dceccnt 

f 2000 feet of rock, leading beyond, in long grcon slopes, 
down to a flat and forest-c^jvered valley. Its wkUIi may 
be nix or »evcii miles, and bpyoiid it is seen another raoge 

f hills lining in a long yellow graas-covered alope, dotted 
\rith the black boulders, and ending in the scarped tcpa 
that mark the trap formation. That ia the plateau of 
Motdr (Mohtoor), with which the general continuation 
of the SAtpilra range again commences, after ilie br^ak 
in it oc^^afeioned by the MAIi/iden gf*'Up. On this Hide, 
the forest that clotlies the valley and the nearer slupes 
prcwntfl a very dark green and yet brilliant eolowring, 
which will be noted as differing from the vegetation in any 
other direction. This is the S^l forest, which I have men- 
tioned Ijefore (p. 22), as forming so siiigiitar an outlier 
far to the. west of the line which otherwise limitfi the range 
of that tree in Central India. It fills this valley of the 
CinwA, almost to the exclusion of other vegetation, and, 
oroeping up the ravines, hati occupied also the south- 
eastern portion of the pkteau it^lf. 

A remarkable feature in the configuration of the plateau 
ia the vast and unexpected ravines or rather clefts in tJie 
solid rock, which seam the edges of the ecarp, some of 
them reaching in sheer descent almost to the level of the 
plains. You eome on them during a ramble in almost 
any direction, opening *nddejily at your feet in th*? nitddle 
of some grassy gladr. The must reniarkable ia the Andeh- 
K4h, which L)egin3 about a mile to the east of the village, 
and runa right down into the Denwfl valley. Looking 
cdgo, the vision loactj itsoli in the vast profundity. 
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A few dark indigo-coioiired specks at the bottom repre- 
eent wild mango trcca of ebcty or eighty feet in height. A 
faint aound ol running water riws on the sough of the wind 
from the abyss. The only sign of lUe is an occasional 
fligtifp of blue pigeon* swinging out from the face of either 
chff, and circling round on suspended pinion^ again to 
disappear under the crags. If a gun ie fired, the echoes 
roll round tlio hollow in continnuUy increasing confusion, 
till the accumulated volume seems to bellow forth at the 
mouth of the ravine into the plain below. If trudition be 
believed^ no mortal foot has ever trodden the dark interior 
of the Andeh-K6h. I myself never found an entrance to 
it, thovigh, ^ith the aid of ropee, I got once at the easiest 
place within a few hundred feet of the bottom- I may say, 
however, for the benefit of adventurous explorers, that a 
way in may probably be found by going round behind the 
Mahadeo peak, and following down the bed of the stream 
which isBUcB from the cave of the shrine 1 am about to 
describe^ and which, I thinlc, eventually falls into the 
K6h under the acarp of Chdurfideo, 

Legend has made the Arideh-K6h the retreat of a 
monsirou.s serpent^ whirb formerly iuliii.bited ii lake on 
the plateau, and vexed the wor.shippers of Mabodeo till 
the god dried up the serpcnt^s lake, and imprisoned the 
snake himself in this rift, formed by a stroke of liid trident 
in the solid rock. It needs no very ingenious interpreter 
of legend to see in this wild story an allusion to the former 
settlements of Buddhists (referred to as i^nakes in Brab- 
minical writings) on the Puchmurree hill, and their ex- 
tinction on the revival of Bralimanism in the sixth or 
seventh century. Certain it is that there once waa a 
considerable lake in the centre of the plateau, formed by 
a dam thrown across a narrow gorge, and that on its banks 
are still found numbers of the large flat bricks used in 
ancient buildings^ while in the overhanging rocka are cut 
five caves (whence the name of Puchranrroc), of the 
character usually attributed to the Bijddhiste. Beneath 
the lower end of the lake lies a considerable stretch of 
almost level land, on which are still tnitenble the sigTis 
of ancient tillage, in the form of embankments and water- 
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eonncft. Looking (wm ilic [lortiro of the rork-f*ul vave^, 
it 13 not di^ctilt for tiie imagiiiiLtion to travel back to the 
time when tlic lower margin of the lake was surrounded 
by the dweillmgrt of a small, perhaps an exiled and perse- 
cuted, culoLy of Buddhiritft, prattjaijig for their subsistence 
(he art, strange m ttiese wildn, of civilised cultivation ol 
the earth, and to hear agjiir the ^}iirKl nf the evening bell 
ID their little iiionftstery fluiitiDg away up tlie placid 
aorface of the winding lake. 

Another very striking ravine, chilled Jambo-Dwip, lies 
on the opposite iiid<? of the plateau from the Atideh-K6h. 
About a thousand feet of steep descent, down a track 
worn by the feet of pilgrims, leads tn the entrance of a 
gnifje, whose aspect i-s eingularly adapted to impress the 
imagination of tne pilgrim to these uacrod hillft. A denae 
canopy of the wild mango tree, overlaid and interlaced by 
the tree-like limbs of the giaiit cretper/ ahnust ghiits out 
the 5un ; strange Hhape^ of tree ferns and thickets of dank 
and rotting vegetation cumber the path; a chalybeate 
stream, covered by a film of metallic acum, reddens the 
ooze through which it slowly percolates ; a gloom like 
twilif^ht j^hroud^ tho bottom of th« valley, from out of 
whii'h risea on either hand a towering erag of deep red 
colour, from the HUtnmit of whtrrh stretch the ghostly 
ftrma ot the white and naked Stercutia urem, a tree that 
looka as if the megatherium might have climbed its un- 
couth and ghastly branrhes at the birth of the world. 
Further on, the gorge narrows to a mere cleft between 
the high cliff;*, wholly destitute of vegetation, and strewn 
with great boulders. Cltnibing over these, and wading 
through the waters of a shallow stream, the pilgrim at 
length reaches a cavern in the rock, the sides and bottom 
of which have been, by some peculiar water action, worn 
into the aembliiiice of gigantic m^itled locku of hiur; while 
deep lielow the floor of the cavern, in the bowels of the 
rock, is heard the labouring of imprisoned waters shaking 
the cave. It ii* anmil wonder that such a natural marvel 
as this should be a ohoEicn dwelhng nlaee for the god to 
whom all these moimtains are »^acred, and that it forma 
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one of the most holy find indispensable points in the 
circuit which the devout pilgrim must perform. 

The place has &lso a slight historical interest. Curing 
the last of our slniggles with tlie Marathaft, App& Saheb 
Bbonala, Rfljft of Niigpur. on hia way to an exile justly 
earned by repeated acta of treauhery^ escaped and fled 
to tho fastnesiies oi the Mahadco hills : and it was in Una 
secluded ravine^ if tradition speaks the truth, that he was 
concealed by the fidelity of his aboriginal subjects till be 
finally niade his escape, while detachmentft of British 
troops were hunting ior him in every other nook and recess 
in the momitaina. 

Beyond the Jambo-Dwlp, or " great ravine " as we 
called it, and between it and the valley of the SunbhadrA, 
lie-H anotlier group of wild hills, a little lower tban the 
Puchmiirrec block in elevation, and with few level plateaux 
of any extent. One or two poor hamlets of Kork^s occupy 
itB most sheltered nooks; but the soil is everywhere ex- 
tremely thin, and there is a great absence of water in this 
section of the Mah4deo range, so that it lb almost un- 
inhabited. The SonbhaJra valley itself can only be 
entered wliere it leaves the southern face of the hilb, by 
a difficult pathway along the edges of the rapid stream; 
but tho scono is well deserving of the scramble of eight 
or ten miles on foot by which it is reached. It is utterly 
untenanted even by animals, save a few melancholy bears, 
and its steep precipices, and long slopes of gray and naked 
rock, interapersed vnth scanty moor-hke vegetation, are 
fliuffularly suggestive of a comparison with the wcU-known 
valley of Glencoe. 

These deep and gloomy dells that seum the Puchmurree 
block are the home of a splendid squirrel {Sciums maTimtUi)t 
measuring two and a half to three feet in length, and of 
a rich, deep claret colour, with a blue metallic lustre on 
the upperparte of tho body, the lower parts being rufous 
yellow. They dwell in the upper branches of the wild 
mango trees^ making ne^ts of the leaven, generally in the 
very top. They live chiefly on the mango fruit, la viphly 
squandering the supply while the freah mangoes are 
attainable, and afterwards cracking the discarded stones 
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tlicir kernels. Tbey sectQ to be of a rctir&d nnd molan- 

S* ' Rftture, apprnprittte to tlw buiilesH ravmtfs they 
e \i\ ; and.llj<."y nre cot verv nunitroiifi <?ither here t^ 
^t AmurkanUk, which is the only other part oi the hillfl 

here I hove met the species, they are easily captured 
in the nests when young, but maho most fooli&h and un- 
interesting petB, haxing a singularly vacant expression of 
countenance, ami nolhmg of (.lie ligLL-liearted vivacity of 
'lie other Liiember^ cf the ac[uirri*l fnniily. If un exfjui^te 
'fur for a lady's maff or a sporran is an object, some pretty 
uhooting may be had in knocking them ofE the tops of the 
higlt trecii with a sinall riflo- Numcroufi vultures and 
bird^ of the rapacious order build on the ledgea of the 

ifib. Among thetn Is the grand imperial eagle {A, 
Wpn^iaHv), whose winga cieasuie eiglit feet from tip to 
tip, and whose soaring flight and harsh scream form a 
grand feature in the acenerj' of this range of mouutaine. 
On my return to the t-ent I had an interview with the 
TLikias or chief, of Puchmutree, This potentate is the 
^roprietor of a considerable tract of hill and forest in 
the ll&hadeo range, and the valleys at its base, IIr ls the 
lepreaentatjve of one of the iainilics already referTe<l to as 
having been eatubliahcd in the early daya of Aryan coloni- 
sation, by dn intennixture of the blood of the adventuroii6 
Itfi]pi''it with that of the aboriginal (in tbi^ case Kutkii) 
occupants ai the ftuih In personal appearance ard habits 
the family exactly corTesjx>nd to tlieir descent. Taller 
and fairer by fur than the undiluted Kotkija about thcm^ 
they still por^ciis the thick lips and prominent jaw of the 
aborigines. With all the love of tinsel and sounding form 
of the vain Rajput, they unite much of the apathy and 
unthrift of the savage. In religion they are (like all 
converts) ultra iiindii, worshipping Siva, looking on the 
Bbiighter of a cow with horror (though they will kill the 
neftrly related bison of their hills), wearing the holy thread 
of the twice-born cai^tea, and keeping a family Bnthtnnu to 
do their houHthoId worsiup for them> The Puchmurrce 
Thikur was a well-grown young man of about twenty-five^ 
but awkward in manner and incapable of any sort of eon- 
vensation. I subsequently found that he was, like most 



80 THE HIGHLANDS OP CENTRAL INDIA 

of these petty chiefs, ft confinned opmni-oater. By hia 
8icle> howi^vefj stood the Bruhniao *' Dewan," or minister 
of statf^ (!). whose ulihness of tongue was fully sufiicient 
for both. Behind tiiem caurje four or five tatterilemalion 
reta-inera^ in quilted gaimeiita of many hues, girded as to 
their loins with broad embroidered belts of sanibar leather, 
in which were etuck, or suspended, swordsj daggers, and 
the rmnbnnis flppoiu^ments uf a mutcldot't-niaUj the 
matchlock itself being borne, with smoking match, over 
the ahoiilder of each. These were mostly of the same 
breed aa the Thdk6r. being his poor relations in fact. 
Tliis description would servo sufficiently well for the 
great majority of these petty semi-^borigijial chiefs, who 
are so numerous in the hills of Central India. Though 
the breed between the Rnjpi^t and the aborigine producer 
the best of all shikaria and foresters, in a somewhat higher 
Bphere they are cliicfly renmrkable for dcbauchory, and a 
vain and silly pride which leads them into expenditure 
beyond their means, and ruinous debt. They ail cuU 
themselves *' Rajas," and keep up muuite standing armies 
of thefip tagamiiRin retainers, aa we!) aa one or two Brah- 
man bloodsuckers to manage their holy and <i!erkly aifaira. 
As tliey arc always seeking for brides for their sona in 
families with higher claims to RajpiU descent then their 
own, they have to pay euurmous sums fui marriage ex- 
penses, and tliis is probably the chief cause of their generally 
hopeless poverty > 

I found I was Ukely to have a good deal of trouble in 
getting the wild hill people to help in building our lodge. 
The TMkur made all sorts of excuses for withholding from 
us his influence with his "auhje^its." There was great 
scarcity among them, owing to a failure of their precarious 
crops ; they liad nearly all left the hills to seek service in 
the plains: they were engaged in preparing the land for 
their crops; they hated work they had not been accus- 
tomed to ; they would be afiaid to help in making a house 
on M^hideo's hill — and so on. Truth was, 1 saw tbe chief 
himself and his advisers hated our intrusion. With some 
truth they feared we were oome to break up their much- 
beloved seclueiou, and imtrammelled barbariHm; their 
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rich harvest from the taxtitioii of pilgriinfl to Aluhadeo^s 
s^hrme they thought was in danger; and they would have 
none of ua. They promised, however, to «end me a gang 
of inHu til fftarL Aood and grass cutting lu-xf. nioniiiig. Of 
cour:^ thoy did not r.f)me; and the 1'hakur I found had 
gone ofl bo D vilbgc he liad below the hiil, und quite nut of 
reach of my camp; And lie did not return to Puchnuirrec. 
except when I sent for him, all the time I was there. 
Luekily I had a friEMid in cuiintiil in the shape of the yoimgcr 
brother, who had aho^-n me the lions of the plaw. Not 
being a chief he had little to live on, and wa», in fact, 
scarcely to be dmtinguished in position or worldly wealth 
from the common Korkus about. He promised to use hia 
influvm^e tn get them to <-ome and work Utr me, and went 
off on « vi»it to llie neiglihonring Imnilets, partly with 
this object, and pftrtly to look for tracer of any biHon or 
Other larger game there might be on the hills, aa I con- 
templated a grand hunting party at whieh I hoped to 
overcome the shyness of the jungle population. 

They were really in gix'at distress owing to the failure 
of the pre^'ioiift harvestj on whinli great part of thrir sub- 
aiwteiite for the year depends. The system of cultivation 
of all the wild Inbea of the^ provinces id much the fiamd, 
nd 18, in faet, almoHt identical with the method followed 
y all the unreclaimed nbori^iu\l nu-e^ throughout India. 
Though large tmrls of upk-ndid level land He untitled nn 
the I Qchmnrree plateau* and in the valleys below, the 
Korku has no cattle or ploughs with which to break it np. 
He ha» nothing in the way of implement)^ but hia axe. 
[Thifi Lh enough, however, for his wants. He select* a hill- 
*ue where there is a little soil, and a plentiful growth of 
gri'%<> timber, and bambnoN. He ]>Feiers » pWnt w]u.'r« 
young straight teak poltu grow tliick and strong, aa they 
are Cttdicst to cut, and produee most ashes when burnt. 
He eutd every &tick thut stands on the fieleeted plot, 
ttxoept the largest trunks, whic-ih he lopn of their branches 
and girdles ?^ that they may hhortly die. Tliis he does 
early in the dry seafion (January to March), and leaves 
the timber thirkly piled on the ground to dry in the torrid 
f the hot ficaaon. By the end of Alay it will be just 
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lilco tijicier> and lie then sets fire to it and bums it as 
neurlv as he can ta aslies. Witli all liis labour, however 
(and lie work* hard at this spasmodic sort of toil), he will 
not be able to work all the logs iato position to get burnt ; 
and at the end of a week he will rest from his labour* and 
contemplate with satisfactioik the three or four acres of 
valuable teak forest he hiia reduced t*> a heup of aslies, 
strrwii with the charred retnaiiis of the larger Hmbs and 
trunks. He now rakea his a&hes evenly over the field and 
waits for rain, which in due scaaon generally conies. He 
then takes a few handfula of the coarse grain he siibBista 
on and fiiiiga them into the ashes, broadcast if the ground 
be tolerably level ; if steep, then in a line at the top, so aii 
to be washed down by the rain. The principal groins arft 
Kodon [f^a»paium)^ Kiitkl {Panicum)^ and coarse rice- 
Biit nearly all the ordiimry crops raised in the plains 
during the autumn season are also grown more or less in 
these iUtya clearings, us tliey are called, thoiigb usually 
from grefitly degeneriite seed, the produte cf whit h is 
often scarcely recognisable as the same species, A few 
pumpkina and creeping l)eans are usually grown about the 
houses in addition to the dhya crop. Such is the fertilising 
IX)wer of tlie ashes that the crop is generally a very pro- 
ductive one, though the individual grairs ai"e far smaller 
than the p^iime species as cultivated in tlie plaiiis, A 
fence against wild animals is made round the cleaiing by 
cutting trees so as to fall over and interlace ^ith each 
other, the whole being Etrongly bound with spht bamboos 
and thorny bushes. The second year the dead trees and 
half-burnt branches are again igTiited, and fresh wood is 
cut and brought from the adjoijiiiig jungle, and the same 
process ia repeated. The third year the clearing ia usually 
abandoned for a fresh one. Sometimefl the owner cf a 
cUiya will watch at night on a platfuim in the middle of 
the field and endeavour to save it from wild animalsj but 
ofterer he does not think it worth the labour, and lets 
it take its chance till ripe, wliile he cams hia bvchhood 
in some other way. 

The dhya clearings are of course favourite resorts for 
all the animals of the neighbouihood. The umalli^r speciea 
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>f tliei*e— peafowl, paitridfjes, hares, etc. — are oCtea 
>pf:*tl ii; uigcnimi8 " cleadMI " trapn set iii runs left 
open on purpose; an*! the largtr are treqiieiitiy shot by 
e aportflmen of the commimitj'. None of the UAnds ol 
the C;€ntml Hilh now use the bow and arrow; but few 
villages are without their profcsstoiiol hmitcr, who is 
gc-nei^lly a capital Ehot with his long heavy matchlock, 
ai^d jiK pittiriit hs a cat iii walthhig for game. H<? usuiilly 
tak«A it in turn to sit up at night in all the dhya clearing 
of the village, getting as remuneration all that he kills, 
and a basket of giain at han'Cflt time bc^idea. The skina 
of bflmbar are of cx^nsiderablo value in the market for 
making the well-tnown soft yellow leather — the Wst of all 
mate.rtalB for sportint!; leggiii(^*< and frther accf^utiemcnts. 

The abandoned dhyii, clearings are speedily covered 
again with jujigle. The second growth is, however, very 
different from the \'irgin forest destroyed by the first 
learing; being composed of a variety of low and very 
dcnwly growing bamboo, and of certain thorny biishce, 
which together form in a year or two a cover almost 
impenetrable to man or beast. 1 have often been obliged 
turn back from buch a jungle after vainly endeavouring 
forc« through it a powerful elephant accustomed to 
ork his way through difficult cover- In euch a thicket 
no timber tree can ever force its way into daylight: jind a 
second growth of timber on such land can never l>e ex- 
ccted if left' to nature. The scrub itself does not furnish 
el enough for a sufficient coating of aflhci* to please the 
hva cutter; and ^o the latter never again returns to an 
old clearing while untouched forest land i^ to be had. 
Now, if it be cf)ij*(<lcTid that, fur untold ages, the aboriginal 
inhabitants have been thiLs devastating the forests, tho 
cause of the problem that has puzzled railway engineers 
^namely, why, in a country with so va«t an expanse of 
fort*Bt-covered land, they should yet have to send to 
Etiglauid, or Australia, or Norway for their sleepers — will 
not be far to fltwlc. Stand on any hill-top on the Puch- 
murree or other high range, and look over the valleya 
below you -the dhya olcarings ran be easily diatmguiahed 
iiee junglc—ond you will see that for one acre left 
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of the l&iter, thouMndfl liAve been levelled by the dxe of 
ttie (jAnd atid Korki). In fuct I can say, from an ex- 
perience reachiog over every teak tract in theee hills* 
tliat, excepting a few preten-ed by pri\"at« proprietors, no 
tc'alc forest ever escaped this treatment, unless so situnU-d 
!n ravineii or on prei^ipitous hill-sidefl as to make it 
UDprofiUblc t<) make dhya clearings on its aite. 

The ayabem of cultivation thu.s adopted by the wild 
tribcff, which scemd to be a natural conficquenoe of their 
want of af^cultural (&toek, ncce^itatt}^ a more or less 
nomadic habit of life. The larger villages, where the 
cliief of a ttept, and thf> HinJ6 triidpTH who efTect their 
small cxfrhan^fcfl. reside, is usually the only stable settle- 
ment in a whole tract; the rest of the people spreawUng 
themAoIveA about in Amall hamlets of five or six. families, 
at such iiitervalw as will give each a sufficient range oC 
jungle fur Acveral year» nf dhya cutting. Their )iuU are 
of the mofit temporary flianicter, and made from niateriaJs 
found on the spot— a few upright posts, interlaced with 
Bplit bamboos, pla&tcred with mud, and thatehed with the 
broad loavea of the teak^ and an upper layer of grass. It 
coHtM them but the work of a day or two to shift audi a 
aettlrnient as thirt in acconlance with the thanges of their 
dhya ftiteft. 

The system of oultivation, if it ran he so termed. I have 
thus deaeribod i» of course of Iho mo&t precarious character. 
The holding of! of rain for a few weeks after the seed is 
Down, or wfion tlio ear is forming, will ruin the whole, and 
thcin tilt* owner may be compelled to snbaii^t entirely on 
what alwnya largely aiipplementn his diet — the wild fruits 
and pmdudtrt of the forc&t. Nature has been very bounti* 
(ill in these forei^tn in her supply of food for uieir wild 
hnman denizenfi. Many apeciea of tree and bush ripen a 
whohvHtkuie and palalable fruit in their season; and the 
earth mippterient* the supply by many nourishing roots. 
The Mhovv;^ (lower i>efore referred to (p. 64), the plum o( 
the ebony tree [IHosfyrcs tMlanoTyhfi), and the fruit of 
the wild manffo, nt tie atapks in these hills. The berries 
of tlie t'hininjl {Surhtirwtriw htiftJui), Hiid the B^ (Ziz'^ 
■pkus jujiiba), the BV4^\is of the Sil (iihorea robusta), the 
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^BBfhJi of the ^iant BGuhinia creeper, nnd tuany other 

HSiiducta of trees, are aW eaten in different parts of tho 

mis, A species of wild arrowroot {Ciircufna), and a »ort of 

■wild yaixi, are also dug out of the earth and cunsiiniHl, 
The rare occurrence of the general seeding oi tlie bartihoo 
forests, in a goddotid to the aborigiDa] tribes. A certain 
number of bamboos seed «very year, but a general seeding 
ia said to occur only once in about thirty years. Then 
every single bauibou over a vast tract of country will drop 
iU leaves, and forci at the end a large panicle of flowers, 
to be followed by the formation and shedding of myriads 
of flccda which are hardly to he rliatingiiiahed from grains 
of rice. Thii* done, the parent bamboo itself immediately 
dies, while a freMh and vigomus crop at once l^egins to 
spring from the seetL For anme years the sraicity of so 
useful an artic-le as the bamboo may be severely felt, 
though it ia not often that all the sources of supply are at 
once cut off; but in the meantime an abundant supply of 
wholesome grain is afforded, not only to the wild tribes 
bat to multitudea of the poorer inhabitants of the opeji 
country, and the cities around, who crowd to the spot to 

• obtain their ?hare of the Iicaven-aent provender. There 
ia a proverb that this occurrence portends a failure of 
the common food staplca of the country; but like many 
such it has not been verified by experience. It would 
■ probably be in vain to guess the c^use of this sudden 
^■ji^newal at lung intervals of the whole crop of Imrnhoo, 
H This diet of herbs is varje*l and improved by the flesh 
Hof wild animals, procured by extensive drives in which 
the whole population of a tract will unite; and many 
small fish nre also captured in the jnountain streams, 
oluetly by poisoning the pools with various vegetable 
substances, of whii^h I am acquainted only with the leaves 
and fruit of the species of stnjchncs that grow wild in 
thcde bilU. 

■ Those of tbe wild men who live in the neighbourhood 
of the plains, and*liave got accustomeil to conUct with 
their iTdnibitiuit^, add LiinKldenibly to tlieir means of 
auboiatencc by trooping out in large numbers, after they 
have cut then own dhya£, to the re&ping of the wheat 
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harvest of the plains in tho month of March, much aft<?T 
the fashion of the ganga of Irishmeu who cross the Channel 
about harvest tune. But the genuine hiU-man of the far 
interior cannot yet bring himself to thisj aod ia often put 
to severe straits by the failure of his scanty crop. 

Such was now the cobc with tbc GAnda and Korkia in 
and ftbout the Pucbmurree hille; and I soon saw that to 
make anything of them 1 miLst appeal to their bellies, I 
accordingly sent down to the neare-st large market in the 
plains, and pnichascd a mighty store of wheat and millet 
■*about twenty-five bullock (oads, I think^and had it 
sent up by the agency of some of the Banjari ' carrictfl, 
who are in the habit of penetrating the remotest tracts 
of these hills with ioadw tff salt, and taking back forest 
proHnre in return, 

In the meantime I got up the remainder of my camp, 

S itched the large tent, and erected a hut of wattle and 
iiub as a atorehoaso for tho grain and tools, and made 
myself comfortable. At the same time I arranged for a 
few artificers, caqjenters, and maaons, being sent up from 
the plaiutii but it was long before any of them could be 
induced to venture into the dreaded region. Thougli the 
geological surveyor of the Narbada valley had given no 
hope of hmestone being found in these hills, I discovered 

' These BaDJdri? are a curious race cf m^madn whn arc ^onnd 
Bvcrywlicre ir Central India, ftcting a-s citrriors lAith liertls ol pif^k 
bulIoflk&H ThcuT imme menus '" Joivst Waudtfrern" and xh^y appear 
to be perfectly diatiuct botii from HinduH and from tho known ab- 
original tribes, U hii^ li^eu cniijecluttid willi somti probjibiUty tbut 
they are gipai&a. They are n fine, stalwart, lipht-coloiired people, 
rfiady for any ndvcnturo, and of (luuatleaB coum^^. With tbc aid of 
tbdr splendid dogs iht^y dc» not acrtiplc io attack and j^fienr the wild 
hcaty the bear, and even the tipct; nnd they are at all timra ardent 
uid indefati^abte Eportamen, Each larida, as their c^mpa ana colled, 
ia comioandcd by a chief culled the naik, whom all obey, and who, in 
ccmni;!! With the elrli^r?. dij^puAcs of inl^dTibal ofienderb, evcD to the 
extent of capital puniahrnent, it is believed. Thr oH men and miLny 
of the women jind chUiU^n remain cneampcd at some fAvounl^ 
gnzing Gpot during the expeditiona. where all return to posa the 
rainy aea^tin and recmit their enttht. Though einlneuf. in the art and 
pracliw of highway robLery, Iho Baojiria are sprufmlouHly fuJthful in 
th« fluocutitinof tnif^ta, ondarc conatautly employed in tlic interch&n^ 
of ^mmoditicd between the open couatiy ond the forest tracts. 
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on exoellent supply of it in one of the deep gV ni a tittle 
betow the scarp of the plateau. After H?archii)g long and 
wearily for it in vain, and receiving on all bands aeeiiraneoa 
that such a thing had never been Teard of, I wna direet<>d 
to the place by a Kuritu wlmni I iiicidHntnlly mivv Iq the 
uiiwontrt*fi occupation of chewing paun, in the composition 
of which lime has a place. I found a huge block of pui« 
white crystalline limcatonc jammed in tho bottom of this 
ravine; and it id curious to conjecture by what fortunate 
geologicnl process this immense boulder of an article 
without which building would be impo^^ible at Puch- 
murrefi, could have been brought and so conveniently 
deposited at an elevation of at least 2000 feet above the 
nearest formation of the kind. Though I believe I have 
at one time or other been in almost every other ravine in 
theiw hilN, 1 never (ouud nmither jnece of lime^Uiie but 
one — A smaller boulder of the same sort, similarly situnt^d^ 
bat at a rather lower elevation. 

The young Th&kiir came back in a day or two, wilh 
about halE-a-dozen KorkiJB from the neighbouring hills, 
and news of a herd of bison in the BiingangA valley, 
behind Jind below the high peak ot Dlu'ipgJirh ; so I d<'-leJ> 
mined to have our grand hunt in that place. Invitations 
were sent to ail the Cloud and Korku chietn in the neigh- 
bourhood, with their foUuwcTB, and every available man 
in the hilU waa aent for to beat. A store of grain enough 
to feed them all was sent down to th<? httle hamlet at the 
bottf>m of the Tiorlghut pass, where the beat was expected 
to end ; and one of the Puchmurree grog-shops was taken 
bodily down to the same place to supply the drinkables. 

In after day* I sjient many a long day in the chase of 
the bison on the^^ie splendid hilU; and have also made the 
acquaintance of the mnuritftiTi bull in many other jmrts of 
the province. Some account of hia habits may, therefore, 
not be out of place here, particuhirly as they are frequently 
a good deal miarepreacnted. Ajid first t\s to his nanio. 
The latest scientific name for him ia Gax't^us Gaimts, but 
what he is to be called in English is not ho easily iwtlletL 
fiffortsmen have unanimously agreed to call him tlie 
" Indian Bison/' which naturalists object to, as he doea 



8S THE HIGHLAiJDS OF CENTRAL INDIA 

not properly belong to the same group of bovines as the 
bisoua of Europe and Amenca. Tliey would have us citU 
him i.lie GmtTt whicli apjiears ho Ite his vernacular name in 
the Nepalese forests. 1 would, liowever, put in a plea for 
the retention, by sportsmen at leaat, of the name ' Indian 
Biaon/' In the first place it fully accomplishes the object 
of all namea in distinctly denoting the anini&l meant. Ever 
since he became known to Ruroneans he has been so called, 
and no other aDtuial has ever shared tlie name. Then liin 
fltnictural distinction from the tnie biaontine group 
appears to consist chiefly, if not floU>ly* in his having 
thirteen instead of fourteen or fifteen pairs of ribs, and 
somewhat flattened in^ead of cylindrical bonis (Jerduu). 
Lastly, there is no vernaoular name universally applicable 
to him, '"daur" being iinlcnown in Central India; while 
his occa^onal Central Indian name of BHnsa (with Bun 
or '* wild " prefixed to it) is almost identical in sound with 
"bison/* and is no doubt derived from the same root, 
If you ask fur " bison " in the^e forests where he is known 
(and speak a httle through your nose at tbe same tirue), 
yo\i wil! certainly be fihown Qavaus Oaurus and no other 
animal. 

The rcBpoctivc ranges of this animal and the wild 
buflalo (BubaJas) have sometimes been defined by sports- 
men in the .saying that the binon ia not fuund north, nor 
the buffalo floutjh, of the Narbada rivei. Like most 
apophthcgmf^, however, this contains little more than a 
fiavour of the truth. Not only doea the bison inhabit 
many parts of the Vindhya Mountains, directly to the 
north of the Narbada, but he alsu stretches loxmd the 
aourc* of that river and penetrates into the hills of ChotS* 
Niigpur and i\lidnapi'ir, and crosses over to the Nepaleae 
Tenic, and the hilly regions in the east of Bengal, The 
wild buffalo also covers the whole of the eastern part of 
the Central Provinces far to the south of the latitude of 
the Narbada, and also the plateau of Mandia and the 
Uodavarl foreata, directly to the south of that river. In 
fact, the biaon appears to inhabit every part of India 
where he can find suitable conditions. These appear to 
be, firstly, the close proximity of hillH. for though he is 
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Bometimea (onnd on level groirnd. he. is raaentiallv a lover 
of hills, and slwaVB retreats to them when dii^lurbcd; 
(StezkBive ranges of foreet little disturbed by man or tame 
cattle, for, unlike the biifialo, he cannot tolomtc the 
pmxiniity of man and \m works; a pWtiful Mi[jply ol 
^Ewater and green hv^rbFige; and lastly, »o far a& I have 
ob«n"ed. tlic presence of the bamboo^ on which he con- 
Btantly browaes. In the Central Provinces of India all 
these conditions aro unfortunately stili present ovct 
enormous tracts of country. Thousands of square mile* 
in tht Peiitral jiiiige, much uf whi<jli will one day be 
r^rlaimed to tlie uses of the plough, are now the very 
perfection of a presence for the bison. 
I Perhaps he is nowhere more completely at home than 

^Un the Mdhadeo \\i\k. There, as a general rule, he will be 
^■found to frequent at any season the highest elevation at 
which he can th*>n find food and water. During the cold 
Aeaaon succeeding the monsoon, they remain much abonfc 
the higher plateaux, at an elevation of 2000 to 3000 feet, 
where they gTtizc all night on the bamboos that clothe 
their sides^ and on the short, succulent grasses fringing 
^_the springs and streams usually found in the lutetvening 
^BjloUows. Tliey gener^illy pass the day on the top» of the 
plat<^aux. lying down in secure positions mider the shade 
o£ iuiaU trees, where they chew the cud and aleep. Their 
object in lying under trcce pccma more the concealment 
thus ftflorded to their large and daric -coloured bodies 
than shelter from tlm^ Tfiin, ^» the shadi.- in seldom den^^?, 
and a seizure windy position is alvrayfi secured irres|)ectivo 
of the sun. I have obser^'cd that single animala atwara 
lie looking down wind, leaving the up wind direction to bo 
guarded by their keen sense of snaell ; and, in my ex- 
porience, it is far easier to baflfle their sense of vision in a 
direct appmHch, th^iu to wljtlk them down wind, however 
carefully the approach may he coveied. It is extra- 
ordinary how difficult it often ift to diatinguiflh bo strongly 
coloured an object a» a bull bison when thus lying down in 
the flickering shadow of a tree. 

The colour of the cows is a light chestnut brown in the 
cold weather^ becomiitg darker aa the seaaon advances. 
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The young bulk are a deeper tint of the some colour^ 
becoming, however. DiiK'h darker as t.hey atlvaiiL-e in age, 
the mature hull heing almtjst hiack on the back and aides^ 
and ahowing a rich chestnut shade only an the lower parts 
of the body and InBidi^ of the thighs. The colour of both 
biiRs and cows varies a good deal in different locilitieB, 
The tightest coloured are those of ihe o[(eii gra^s jiuigles 
in the west, tJie (.Sarkest tliose of the deep hainboo foresia 
of Puchmurree and the c*u5t. The white atocking^^ which 
are so characteristic a marking of this species, also change 
with advancing age, nasuming a much dingier colour in 
the old bulls. A siiigiilar change also occurs in the growth 
of the hoiTiH. which will he well illustrated by the areom- 
panying plate of a photographed seriefi belonging to bulls 
of difiereiit agen ahot in the same locality (Nimnr), No. 1 
belonged to a young chestnut-coloured bull of about five 
yeara old- Its shape, it will be seen^ approsimates to 
that of the cows (No, 6), b^ing, like them, slender and 
much recurved at the points. No. 2 pertained to a very 
dark, hut not black, bull, evidently a year or two older 
than the first, but not quite mature. The horns have 
considerably increased in girth at the base, and have 
assumed a more outward RW€ep» with less Lncur\'fttiire at 
puiriti<» No, 3 are still Uuckec and more horizontal, 
th some signs nt wear at the tips, and were taken frum 
a full-grown, jet-blach bull, the lord of a herd. No. 4 
adorned a very old and aohtary bull, and arc, it will be 
seen, extremely rugged and madsive, with scarcely any 
curve, and are considerably worn and blunted at the 
points. They measure thirty-seven and a hall inches 
across the sweep, and seventeen round the thickest parti. 
No. 3 are the longest round the curve of the horn, each 
meamiring twenty-five ond a half incbee, the extreme girth 
being only fifteen and a half inches. The largest of these 
bulls measured exactly seventeen and a (jiiarter hands 
{five feet nine inches) at the shoulder, meiiauring fairly 
the right line between two pegs held in the line of the fore- 
leg. I once measured a bull in the Puchmurree hills which 
was two inches taller than this, and I am convinced that 
this is about the extreme height attained by them in this 
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part of India. I fitrongly suspect that the mucJi gtOJiter 
neiglita often given have been tsken from uDfair mea-sure- 
ments. A common way is to take an oblique line from 
the fore-foot to the top of the dor^ial riflge, and follow the 
curvfttiirea of the body beaidea. In thia way twenty-two 
haudi^ iXMiy doubtless be rondo out, but we might as well 
measure the diatanoe from nose to tail for the height as 
this. 

At this sefl.snn nf the year (th"? winter n^onths), the 
bison are rutting, and they will be found collected in herds 
numbering ten or twelve cowa, with one bull in the prime 
of Iite» and a few immature males* the remaining old bulla 
beiug expelled to wander in pabs, or as aolitarj- bacheloi-a, 
in sullen and ilisapfTointed mood. Very old bulls with 
worn horns are almost always foimd alone, never, appar- 
ently, rejoining the herd after being once beaten by a 
younger rival These solitary gentlemen wander about a 
great deal; while the herd, if undisturbed, will constantly 
be foimd in the same neighbourhood. Each herd appears 
to possess a tract of coimtry tabooed to other herds; and 
in this are always inrluded more than one stronghold, 
where the density of the cover renders pursuit of them 
hopeless. Whcu frequently disturbed in and about one 
of these, they make off at once to one of the others. 

As the hot season advances, and the sprincs in the 
higher range-s dry up, the bison come lower down the 
hiiifi; and may even, if compelled by want of water, 
come out into the forest on the plaiiii*, drinking frcm 
the large rivers like other animals at that aeoaon. But 
they are always ready to retreat to their moiuitain fast- 
nesses when much di^^tiu-bed; and as soon as the fall of 
the rniiis lias renewed the snpply of water, and freshened 
the grass in the higher hills, they retire again to their 
favourite pktcaus. At this season the eows begin to 
oalvc, and Hopaiato u good deal, remaining for two or 
three montlis secluded in some spot where grazing and 
water are plentiful. The bulls and yonng cows are then 
often fojmd together in herds of six to ten, the oldest 
bulls, however, always remaining alone. During the lulls 
in the monsoon, a species of gadfly appears in the jungles, 
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wSich ist excocdingiy troiibWome to all animals* At Bnoh 
littio^ the liiMtii Steele f.bt? liigh, upen Uim uf tlie mountains ; 
and I tinve U»?n sven a Htilitaiy Ijwll standing fi>r hourft 
like ft atfttuc on the top ol the highest peak in the I'uch- 
murrcc range. 

Though at first eight a clumfly-lookiDg animal, wbic^ 
is chiefly due to h\& immensely massive dorsal ridge, the 
bison IB one cf the betit rock climbers among aitimahi. 
HiH .short ]eg», and ftmall, game-like lioofs, the eDormoua 
power of the muscles of the shoulder, with their high 
aortal attachment, and the prcpoiidcniiici' of weight in 
the foro part of the body, all eminently qualify hxm (or 
the ascent of st&ep and rocky hilla. For rapid descent, 
however, they are not su well adapted ; and I nave known 
CBM-Ji of their breaking a leg when pii»hed to t^ke rapidly 

arteep dec!i\ity; a mill with one fore-leg broken is at 
brought U> a Atard^tilh 

Terrible talw are told of the relentless ferocity of the 
bisoQ by the cla** of wriu-n* viho aim rather at sensa- 
tional dv^oripUui] than at j^ubpr truth. I have inywlf 
always found them to Ijc extremely timid, and nave 
never been charged by a bison, though frequently in a 
position where any animal at all ferocious would oct- 
tainly have done so. In all my experience, I have only 
heard of one or two cases of ihfti^ing which I consider 
fully aiJthi>ntir, and in these the animal had pi"eviously 
been attacked and wounded. Captain Pearson was once 
treed by a wounded bull in the Puchmiirree hills, which 
charged and upset his gun bearer; anc] an officer was 
killed by one some years ago near Asirgarh. Often the 
blind nish of an animal bent on ej*cape It* put down by 
e-xcited sportsmen as a deliberate idmrge. Much, t.o*i, of 
the romance attached to the animal mu^t be attributed 
to his formidable appearance; for the sullen air of a 
mighty bull just roused is very imj^retii^ive ; and much to 
the wild tales of the people in whoae ueighbourhooil they 
live, who always diUte on their general ferocity, but can 
seldom point to an instance of its effects, ana who are, 
moreover, frequently from rebgioua prejudice, deairoue of 
withholding the aport»man from theii puraait. Still 
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thore is suflicieDt evidence uii record ot tbe oc*^usion«l 
fierce retaliHtwjn *>E the bull bison when woiiiided and 
closely followed up, in some resulting even in the death 
ot the aportanian, to invest their pursuit with the flavour 
of danger so attractive to many persona, and to render 
caution in attacking them highly advisable. The ground 
on wliicli tliey are usually met ia fortunately favourable 
for esciipc if th^ fiporUrnan be attacked, Iteeii and large 
rocks being seldom far distant. 

Although a elosely allied bovine, the Gayal of trana- 
Bruhmdputra ludia, has for ages been domesticated and 
used tcj till the Und» all attempts to do so with the Bubjeet 
of iny remarks, or even to raise them to maturity in a state 
of captivity, have failed. Alter a certain point the vrild 
and retiring nattu-e of the forest race asserts itseW, and 
the young bieon pines and dies, it has always struck me 
as curiuu!4 why the mo^t diffitult of all auimak to rcelaini 
from a wild st^ite are prerisely those who&e roogener* have 
been already domesticated- The ao-called v^ild horses, 
and the wild asses, arc aImo!!t untamable ; ao also with the 
-wild sheep and goat» the wild dog and the jungle-fowl, A 
young tiger or hyena is infinitely easier to bring up and 
tame tliau any of these. 

Thifl uijconquerable antipathy of the Indian bison to 
the propinquity of man is slowly but surely contracting 
its range, and probably dimioishing its numbers. Gradu- 
ally cultivation is extending into the valleys that every- 
where penetrate these lulls; and the grazing of cattle, 
whioh e?rtends (ar ahead of the regularly settled tracts, is 
puahing the w^ild bull before it into the remotest depths 
of the hills. I have, in a comparatively brief acquaintance 
with these hills, myself known considerable areas where 
biaon used to lie plentiful almoat outii'ely cleared of these 
animala. Other wild beaftts retire more slowly before the 
ineursiona of man, partly subststiiig a^ they do on the 
products of his labour. The tiger who finda liimsell sud- 
denly in the middle of herds of cattle merely changes hifi 
diet to meet the situation, and preys on cattle instead of 
wild pigH and deer. Even deer Aelditm live entirely in the 
deep forest, but hang on the outskirts of cultivation, and. 
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y rabBifLting on it, nf^cd not nwt<tml1y (loo.rc&£« in 
het% 80 long as thvro n.<muin miclean?il tracts* to 
(uniisli n retreat when press^. But the bison admits 
of no comproraiac- I have never heard of hl^ visiting 
fields oven when ho Uvcs within reach; he never intcr- 
with tame cattle; and the axe of the clearer and 
ihe low of domestic cattle are a »ign to him, as to the 
^traditiciiml bacrkwiitHlsriianj tu mow '* furthirr wttst/' 

On the day api^ointcnt for our grand hunt I started 
«atly, with the young Tlmkur and » (cw of the Kurk6s, 
by « way that led right over the top of Dhupgurh. Alter 
walking along the open platefiii for about three miles wo 
commenced the axeut of the hill, wLieh is cloae un 1000 
feet above the plateau. The zigzag track was hardly 
distin^bhablo among the grasa and bamboos that clothe 
the hill ; and every here and there a road had to be cleared 
with the axe, no one haxTug pasflecl that way since the 

S receding rainy season, when aU vei^tjgus of patlis in these 
ilid become obhteratcd. We ucre amply rewarded, 
however, for the climb by the magnificent prospect that 
awaited us when we gamed the flumnnt— the finest by 
far in all this range of hilla. The further alope of Dhiip- 
garh was not nearly so precipitous as that we had come 
up, hut fell, by ytep.s as it were, to tlie huttom of a deep 
and extensive glen, which was the one we were about to 
beat Beyond ttib again roae the mural cli€ that but- 
trceses the whole of this block to the south; and far pa^t 
this* to the left, stretched out below us the wilderness of 
tor«6t-chid bills, ih^t reaches with scarcely a break t^j the 
T&pti river— a distance, as the crow flies, of sixty or 
aovcnty miles. All this immense waste la the chosen 
home of the bison; and beyond it, on either side of the 
Tipti, on the elevated ChikaldA range, and in the wild 
hills of Kallbliit, lies another tract of eijuidly wide extent, 
where, too, the moimtaiu bull r4>anis, ak yet scarcely 
|VOubted with the presence of man or imttic- This is the 
on of the Teak tree ^pnr excellence in this central range 
DUiuitsuns, to which I ^^-ill fiave the pleasure of con- 
dneting the reader in a future chapter. 

TraL^Ks of bison atid s&mbar were uumercua on the top 
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of the Mil, which is covered with Ijannboo clumps ftntl with 
a low thicket of the bastard daXe,^ I have ft-equenUy, on 
other occasions, found hoth bison and gambar on the very 
top of Phiipgurh in the eitrly morning. The destent of 
the farther side of the hill, over long slopes of cronihled 
sandstone, and the curioua vitrified pipes of ironstone that 
oxfoliete from the decomposed surface of these hills, w^afi 
fully more tiresome than the ascent. Many a time after 
this did 1 tread the same path to reach this valley, where 
bison wpie nearly alwiiyH tu be fuund, uiid maviy an effort 
did T make to discover a .shorter nnrl less precipitous road. 
But all m vain ; for the sheer raNines that everywhere else 
hem in the flanlvs of the Dhupgarh mountain render a 
passage round it a matter of infinitely greater time and 
toil than the way over the top. At the bottom of the 
valley, below a &nady grove of wild mango trees, where 
the stream that drains the large valley has formed a 
considerable pool in a rocl^y basin, I found a3.^emb!cd 
three or four of the RAj-GAnd chiefs whose possessions lie 
in the liills to the south of Puchmurree. lliey difTered 
nuf. «.t all from him of Puchmurree, unless that they were 
somewhat more intelligent and polif^herl in manner. Each 
had brought bia small retinue of matchlock men, and a 
large gang of common Otfinds and Korkus to beat; so that 
altoger-her we mustered son»e twenty guns, and between 
two and three hundred V>eatera. The people were well 
actjuainted with all blie beats and paj<8esj having alwaya 
several great hunts of this sort during the year; and every- 
thing had been arranged before 1 came. The bulk of the 
beaters had gone on hours before to surround the valley* 
and, as we were a little later than was expected, it was 
likely that they would already have commenced to 
beat. 

We lost no time, therefore, in taking up our poata, wliich 
stretched in a long line right across the lower end of the 
valley, Firet, however, I had to furnish powder to load 
the whole of the matchlocks of my native friends; and 
had I not gueiispd tiiat sudi would be the case, as usual, 
1 would certainly not have had eufHcient in my Baak, 
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Six fingers deep ia the rule for these weapons, Hud it is 
of no avail to point out the superior strength of our 
powder. They will Imvc six fingers of HaU's No. 2, 
whatever the con^qucncc. As they put generally two 
bullets, a leaden and an iron one, on the top of this cnargo, 
and wad with a handful of dry leaves, the result often is 
the bursting of the Imrrel, and always considerable con- 
tusion of the user's shoulder. 
This waa to be a silent beat; that is, the people were to 
Lvanoe without roise, beyond the rapping of their oxea 
against the treos, as there was another dense cover lower 
down whiL'h u^iunlly }\M himm, and sometimes a tiger, 
and which was to be bc^iten idso in the afternoon. I had 
sat an hour at least behind the screen of leavea that had 
been put up for mc when the first sign of the beat appeared, 
and for another half-hour notliing was heard but the occa- 
sional knock of an axe-handle on a tree. Presently a 
shot rang from the extreme flank o( the line of gunw, then 
Another, and a i^latter of hoofn iunlde ^howeil that a herd 
Hof something bad been repulsed in an attempt to escape, 
^boft.thc beat advanced more shoUi were hoard on either side* 
^K&d the galloping about of the imprisoned animal)^, now 
^und then met oy u ehout from behind when they attempted 
^^t« break Iwiuk, became productive of considerable excite- 
ment on my part. At la^t a ruah of animaU advanced 
down the side of the stream where I wafi posted, and eight 
or ten siimbar clattered past within half a atonc'ft throw, 
1 had just fired both barrels of my rifle at a couple of the 
stags, dropping one of them in \m trucks, and had advanced 
& few \nu:vs^ towards it, whrn I heard a shot on my im- 
mediate right, and a line bull biison. with two cows and a 
small ctilfi trottLHl past clmost in the same line as the 
s&mbar h^id taken. Those were not the day^ of breoch* 
loaders, and though i had another rifli? it was a little 
behind, leaning agAiii^t the tree, and before 1 could get 
■ iold of it nothing but the eterna of the " beevea " (as a 
Biriend uaed to call them were to be tseen. When I got 
it I favoured the bull with both barrelR a poxterifrri, but 
I there was no result. The young Th^kCir, who occupied 
^kh« post on my riglit^ had been niore f^iuire^ful; and when 
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tlie beatere came up imiiiediately afterwards 1 found a fine 
four-year-old bull lying dend, with two of liifi bullets 
tlirough the centre oE his neck. All the guns now c&me 
dropping in, and gathered in a group ruund the slain 
bison. One had seen a bear, another a couple of satnbar, 
and so on. All had fired, and of course hit hard, bat the 
net result was the Thakur's bccve, my sanibar, and two 
little " jungle sheep," as they are called, the proper name 
being the lour-horned antelope.* 

r hiid [jever aecD a bison before, and tLough this was 
only a young chestuut-colouied bull with small horns, I 
was much struck with the bulk and espressioL of power 
belonging to the animal. Such was the width of the chest 
that when lying on the side, the upper fore-leg projected 
stiiT and straight out from the body, without any tendenry 
towards the ground. The head m particular has a fine 
high-bred and withal solemn appearance^ which Ja still 
more noticeable in old bulls. From the eye of a newly 
slain biHonj, turned up to the sunlight, comes such a wonder- 
ful beam of emerald light as 1 have seen in the eye of no 
other animal; aud the skin emits a faint, sweet odour aa 
of herbs. 

Wc tracked the wounded sambar and bison a little way 
down the valley, the former showing signs of being hard 
hit, and a Uttle blood was found also on the track of the 
bull> We left R few of the best trackers to tuUow up their 
trail with the next beat, and went round to take up our 
pkcc3 about a mile further down, and close to my camp 
at Rorigh^t. The same process waa repeated here, and 
this time with much shouting and hammering of drums, aa 
ft tiger was usually somewhere in this part of the valley, 
And hia tracks had been seen in the morning. I did not 
get a shot on tiiis occaeion. One of the G6rd Thakira 
ehot another e^aoibar; and my womided stag was found 
and kiUed v.*ith their axes by the G6nds. The wounded 
bull WHS iu the bent, HJtd broke near one of the ThuLi'u-'s 
retaineX3, who was too aatoni&hed to lire. The rest of 
the bison, or auother herd, broke through the side of the 
beat, and plunged down a vory eteep and rocky descent, 
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which tTic people said thoy had never attempted b;rt once 
HlH-fore, when iiue ol thvin hud briikeii ft W, Certainly I 
^Bluiuld not have tliou^ht, ihni uiiy miitijul so laTgs an ^ 
\nson could go down titat place and live. 

Nothing had been accn of the tiger, and hod I known 
,btm as well as 1 afterwards did, I would not have been 
irised. I knew that tiger intimately for many months 
this, and yet I never once baw lum. He was a very 
large autinal indeed, but entirely a juntjle tiger, that is, 
preying solely oti wild animals, and keeping during the 

(day to the most inaccedaiblc ravmcf^ and tnickets. He 
frequented the bison ground round Dhupgarh, and hung 
ou the traces of the herds, apparently with an eye to the 
young beeves. I never cauie acrosa evidence of his 
killing any of them, though I once aaw a plaCve on the 
plateau where the whole night long he had evidently 
baited an unfortunate cow with a calf. Within a epace of 
some twenty yards in diameter the grass bad been closely 
trampled down and padiUed into the nmst ground by 
i\u*ir feet, the fontpriiits of the calf being in the centre, 
die the tiger's mighty paw went round outside, and the 
"jKkor cow had evidently circled round and round between 
the moDHtcr and her httle one. I am glad to say that I 
tracked the tiger off in one direction, and the courageous 
mother and her calf safe in another. The tiger cannot, 1 
believe, kill even a *ow bifion, unless taken at a disad- 
vantage; and with a bull he could have no chance what- 
ever. I seldom went out without meeting the traclcs of 
thi» tiger; and often followed liim through hie whol« 
night*B waDdeiinf^, wLicb woi^* laid out as on a map in 
the dean sand of the r^tream IjchIs; but I always luat nim 
in the end, though I believe he often let me pass within 
fh&w yards of htm. He came at rare intcrvola, lilce the 
JilOD, on to the plateau; but hi^ rpgular beat was round 
the bottom of Dhfipgarh, a thousand feet lower down. 
Once, long ago^ a tiger took up his pofit un the platenu, 
and became a man-eater, almost stopping the pi^rimage 
to M&h&deo, till be waa ahot by the uncle of the Thak^. 
I followed the wounded bison bull for about a mile 
fioob where he waa last aeen; but he was moving faatj 
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and the blood had ceflsed to drop. He would never atop, 
tlie people aaid^ till lie got to a strougliold of the biBon of 
ilie^ie lulls, about five mile» ofT, a hill called the Bilri-Mfi 
(Old Mother); and so 1 reluctantly gave up the piir&uit. 
When I returned all the beaters were assembled ; and a 
more wild and uncouth sot it never before had been my 
lot to see. Entirely naked, with the exception of a very 
dingy and often terribly scanty strip of cloth round the 
middle, there was no difficulty in deteriting the points 
that mark the aborigine, Tliey were all of low stature, 
the Korku£5 perhaps averaging an inth or two higher than 
the Gfinds, who seldom exceed five feet two inebcfi; the 
colour generally a very dark brown, almost black in many 
individuiiU, though never reachiiig the sooty blacknei^is of 
the negro. Aniong the G6nd8 a hghter-brown tint was 
not uncommon. In features both races are almost identi- 
cal, the face being flat, forehead low, nose flat on the 
bridge, with open protuberant no6trils; lips heavy and 
large, but the jaw ui^ually well formed and not prominent 
like that of tbe negro ; tlie hair tm tlie face generally very 
scanty, but made up for by a buahv shock of straight 
black hair. In form they arc generally well made, nuie- 
cular abont the shoulders and thighs, with lean, sinewy 
forearm and lower leg. The expression of face is rather 
stohd, though good-humoured. Some of the younger 
men might aliiioat be i^alled Ijandsonie after their patteru ; 
but the elders have generaUy a coarse, weather-beaten 
aspect, which is not attractive- All the men present 
carried the little axe, without which they never atir into 
the foreat, and many had spears besides. During the beat 
they had killed a good many peafowl and hares, and one 
little deer, by throwing tbeir axes at them, in which they 
aie very expert. 

The KorkuB, I foimd, were prevented by prejudice 
acqiured from the Hindus from eating the flesh of the 
slaiJi bison; so the G6uds (n*m Almod, aud a number of 
a tribe called Bharya*, who bad come from tbe Motiir 
hills, had him all to themflelves, while the Korkis set to 
work on the simbat with their eharp little axes, which 
ace all that is wanted for skinning and cutting up the 
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eep of tlie largest animal. My servant secured the 
gu<^» ftiicl m-irrow-bone^s, and ft wttJik out of tli« under- 
cut o£ the bison — all delicacies of the first water for the 
tahle of the foreet sportsman; and the remainder of the 
flesh was given up to the hungry multitude. As night 
fell, they lit fires where the bison had fallen, and nesr the 
villflgp wli*»re they had hrnugKi the deer; and for hours 
aftf^r continued carrying about goLbet& of the raw meat, 
which they hung up on the fiurrounding treee, broiling 
STGdloviiig the titbils during leisure momenta. This 
only the preliminary to the great feivst, Lowever^the 
ozen of oj'sters to whet the appetite for turtle and vem«on* 
Soon the trees were fully tlcciimted with bloody festoons, 
and the Ravages set to work in earnest to gorge themselves 
with the hali-cookcd meat. The entrails were evidently 
the great delicacies, and were eaten in long lengths, as 
Italians do macaroni. The gorging seemed to be endless, 
and I sat out^^ide my httle trent for hours looking on in 
wonder at the bloody orgie. The boniirea they had 
ted threw a ruddy glow over the open glade, and on 
the crimson junks of flesh hanging on the trees, bringing 
the dusky forms of the revellers into every variety of 

t)ictUTesque relief, and forming a wild and Rembrandt- 
ike picture which I tdiall not soon forget. Till a late Imur 
many new arrival continued to add to their numl>eri*j 
winding down the ateep path that leads over the Uorigh&t» 
with lighted torches and ioud tshouts to show the way and 
«care wild beaj^ts. All were welcome to a raw steak and 
a pull at the pot of Mhowa spirit that stood beside every 
group. En* long they began to sing, and then to dance 
to a shrill niufiic piped from half-a-dozen bamboo flutes. 
The scene waa getting uproarious as I turned in; and my 
elumher waft brc^ken through the gn^ater part of th? night 
by the noise and the glare of the great fire* through the 
thin canvas of my tefit. 

Next, morning I was rouftcd by the trow of the red 
jungle-fowl, which swarm in the bamboo cover of tluB 
uttle valley, and by the unremitting " hummer, hammer " 
of the little " copporemith " banwt,* of which there 
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soeined to be more in tliis valley c( Tlorigliat tlia-Ti in all 
the reBt of tlic country. I found the revellers lying like 
logB just wliere they hnd been aittiug ; and it vras do small 
labour to rouae and get tiiem together. A cojj>1g of days' 
supply ol flour was servtd out to Gach, as remuneration for 
their labniir in the drive; and plenty more waa promiaed 
if they would come and help to build the lodge at Puch- 
murree- I aluo gratiiiod the chiefs by presenting them 
with sundry canisters of powder and all my spare bullets; 
end we parted, I believe, mutually pleased with each 
other, and with pnimiaea of plenty more hunting-meets o£ 
the same sort. I had had enough of that sort of fiporfc, 
however; and, excepting once with the Th&kOr of Alm6d, 
never again drove the hills {or game. It is poor sport in 
my opinion, and is seldom very aucceasful even in making 
a bag. 

Two days after this, parties of my aboriginal friends 
began to drop in at the bungalow work; and, as a few 
masons and briokmakera had also arrived from the plains, 
our prospects looked cheerful. The wild people brought 
their women and children along with then^, and in half a 
day erected hutt* of boughs sufficient for their accommo- 
dation. They were all told off in parties to cut and bring 
in Sil poles for raft^ers, and bamboos and graas for thatch- 
ing, to break and carry up lime from the ravine, to puddle 
earth for brick-making, etc. The woodcutting part of 
the work they were well accustomed to; but those to 
whose lot fell the lime and earth husine^ts were much dis- 
gusted, and were with difficulty kept to their work- All 
pjtvinctits were made in kind, the convoy of Banj^r^ 
bullocks being now unremittiiigly employed in carrying 
grain from the plains. The work rapidly progressed, and 
was but slightly interrupted by the absconding after a 
while of all our masons and brickmakers, who had very 
unwillingly come up from the plains. Their places were 
at once taken by the G6nda who had been employed 
under them, and whom I had selected to learn these 
branches of the work, with a view to such a contingency- 
Au old foreman carpenter, who f*tuck by us and super- 
intended the work, had fortunately some knowledge of 
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moklaying, and with his help we soon began to get the 
G^nds to turn out very respectable work indeerL No- 
body knew how to turn an arch, however; and I had to 
evolve the idea of one nut of my nwn co nwr in nsnt'SH, ami 
build the first over the lirepLaoe. injaelfn Ttie tt6nd* wens 
immensely amiificd at the idea of the Koitor. or " men," as 
they call themselves, dabbling in bricks and mortar, and 
iHUglittd and joked over it £rom morning till night. Regu- 
lar indiistrj, however, was not to be got from these 
unreclaimed savages ; and there were scMnm half of those 
on the muster-roU actually present. Every now and 
then, too* thoy would walk oS in a body, and have a big 
drink somewhere for a couple of days, returning and 
Betting to work the next muniiiig without iippearing to 
think a word of explanation neeessary. The height of 
irflity was reached when I imported ft plough and a 
of hullocl^a from below, and eent a Korki^ to work 
with them t« plough up a piece of land for a garden. Ho 
Teally made a sad bungle of it at first, having no concep* 
tion of the hnsine-ss; jtnd I hud to set ore of my peons, 
who had followed the plough before he donned the badge 
of oflicc. to help him. In a little while, however, several 
of the Korkfifl because quite au fait at ploughing; and an 
acre or so of fine soil in the old bed of the tank was 8oon 

in, deeply ploughed, and prepared for ganlening 
iratiions at Uie totnmencement of tfie rainy sear^on. 
For the next few weeks, my spare time wa* pleasantly 
poatfcd in exploring the neighbourhood of the hill" and 
ih»r productions. I visited the Sul forest in the Det4- 
VkA vall<?y to the east of Puchmiirree. It was one of the 
few forests in this part^ of the country which had till then 
€«raped de-fttruction at the hands of the timber-speculator 
or the dyha-cutting aborigine, being inaccessible to the 
former from want of roads, and unsuited from its level 
character and the size of the trees to the operations of 
the latter. It, however, affurds iu\ example of one of the 
gn*at difliciiltiE^ of growing large tittilicr in the dry upland 
re^ons of Central India. Though the trees bore everj 
appearance of being fully mature, their ^£o waa by no 

Irst-rate, the largest averaging no mon than AZ 
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or eiglit feet in girth, while mr^«t of them, when subse- 
quently cut (iowii, were found to be almost uselewi from 
heart-shake and dry-rot, Ifc belonged to the Thakfir of 
Fttchmurree and another chief : and I soon aftej concluded 
a lease oi it for Government with them, and laid out b road 
connecting it with the open country- The view looking 
upwartls to the PuL^hniurree heights from the D^nwS 
valley, or across from the opposite Motur hills, is exceed- 
ingly fine, the rich reds of the eandatooe scarp mellowing 
into an indescribable variety of delicate shades of purple 
and NHolet in the 'evening sun, while broad belts of shadow 
thrown acroaa the green slopes at the foot, and gathering 
in the ret'esses of the ravines^ seem to projeet the glowing 
3umnaita of the rocka to an unnatural height in the &oft 
orange-tinted elcy. 

Here I ascertained the existence of the Bdrd-Singh^. 
or twelvG-tined deer {Rucervus I>uvaucellii), an animal 
which, like the Sfil forest in which it lives, had been sup- 
posed not to extend to the west of the SSI belt in the 
Mandla district, I was not so fortunate as to shoot a 
Btag myself in this place ; but I shot two does, and saw 
a frontlet of the male in the possession of a native ebik&rli 
with the unmistakable antlers attached. Since then, too, 
I have heard of a fine atag being shot there by a railway 
enginecn I believe they ai'e not very numerous here; 
indeed, tlie Sal forest, to which I believe their range ie 
Gon&icd, covers an area of only a few square miles, 

I also found that the red jungle-fowl of North-Eastern 
India {G, Jerr^gmens) inhabits tlus S&l forest and the hills 
around it, although, so far as I am aware, it is not found 
anj'^here else in these hills further west than the great 
Sal belt of Mandla. The other species of jungle-fowl» 
which properly belongs to Wentcri] and Southern India 
«?. SoJineratiijj is also to be met with on the Puchmurrw 
hUk ; and I lu*ve shot both species in the same day in the 
ravine where the MahMeo Pave is situated- The red fowl 
could hardly be distinguished from many a specimen of 
the domesticated race cither in appearance or voice, while 
the gray fowl doc* not crow lilic a cock, and is, I think, a 
much htmdsom«r bird thau the red. Hi^ peculiar hacklea. 
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eocn feather tippod as witli a drop of ycQow acGlirg-wax, 
(ire mucli valued lor fly-dressing. Jungle-fowl Ehuoting 
with spHnieis in theee liills is capital (uii. The cover they 
fteqiient iw very thirk, and tney take a good hurtling 
before they fly up and perch on the trees. \\^hcu you 
approach they genemlly fiy off, and arc veiy clever at 
putting a thick rover between themselves and the gun, 
making the shooting by no nieana so easy as it looks, so 
that a cfniple of hr*i(.te aie a good bag for » morning's sport. 
I never saw reason to suppose that the two fipeciefl inter* 
bred, nor tb^it either of them crosses with the domestic 
low] of these hills. 

I have already remarked on the singularity of thna 
finding a patch of the forest ]>etuliar tu Rajitern India, 
together with itt* most eharactej t&tic tikanimaU and birds, 
isolated among the vegetation and fauna of the west, at 
a distance of about oiu^ Imndrcd and ttdrty milca Crom 
the nearest point of the main forest to which thay 
belong. 

Two spi?cies of spur-fowl are pretty eonuuou on the 
hilla. The one is the common little red bird,^ which, 
but for its size, might easily be mistaken for the red 
jnnglc-fowl, being very hkfi a small bantam cock. The 
other species is, I think, the same as the painted spur- 
fowl,^ an exceedingly handsome bird, with a long double 
spur on each leg. TIip latter species is generally found on 
tlic e<lges of the ravines, down \vhi(:h it drops, when flushed, 
like a stone, and can seldom be found again. The red 
bird I found chieflv on the little broken hills that E^urroond 
the plateau, and in the aame places aa the jungle-fowl; 
and very pretty spori it givea with spaniels. 

The common nhik&rA gazelle of lJie plains inhabit?! the 
undulating part of the plateau ; aiul the little four-horned 
antelope, already referred to, is not uncommon in the 
Mucker part^. Tho blaek antelope is quite unknown, 
though on tho yimibr plateau of Toran Mil, in the weJSt«m 
Sat-piinis, it is said to be coiimaon. Hares are very nu- 
merous The KorktiA have a curioua way of kilhng them 
at night. I discovered it by observing a strange wiU-o'- 



106 THE HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDIA 

the-wifip-like light flitting ftbout the edges of the httlo 
eminences across the valley below my tent, accompanied 
hy a faint jingle aa of bells. It is very simple. Obo maa 
carrier a pole across liis sliouldera, Irom the fore end of 
which is alimg an earthen pan full of blading fagots of 
the torch-wood tree/ arrftnged bo a3 to throw the Ught 
a!>ead- The pan ia made out of one of their ordinary 
earthen water- vessels, by knocking out the side- It u 
balanced at the other end by a b^ket of spare fagots. 
Another man carri^^ft a long iron rod, with a number o! 
sliding rings, that jingle as he walks. Three or four luaty 
Icllowa follow, canying bambooB fifteen or twenty feet in 
length; and the party proceed to move aboxit the edge of 
the tliickets, wLei*e imsuspet'ting hares L-ome uut tu feed 
after Eiightfall. As aoon as cine appears in the streak of 
briglit hght thrown across the ground by the fire-pan, 
^the whole party rush towards her, jingling frantically at 
■^*^ bulla, and keeping her terror-Btricfcon form in the circle 
light- Poor puas seldom attempts to escape, but sits 
stupefied by the glare and noiae, till a bamboo brought 
down on her back ends her existence- A party generally 
gets five or six hares in this way in a few hours. They 
sometimes come across small deer, and kill them in tho 
eamc way ; and 1 have heard stories of panthers and even 
tigers being met with, and turning the tables on the fire- 
hunters iu an unexpected fashion. I once took a gun out 
mih one of these parties; but found that it spoUed the 
whole affair, all the bares in the neighbourhood retreating 
to the cover at the first shot, 

I have already said that tigers rarely come on to the 

Flateau- Bears ai* equally scarce; in fact, I don't think 
ever saw the trj^ck of one above the passes, and very few 
below. The opposite range of Motiir, however, as well as 
the Mahadco hills further west, are fiill of them. The 
panther, on the other hand, is pretty common in Puch- 
inurree- The first night my camp came up, one of a 
small flock of sheep 1 had brought, in case of provisions 
running short, was killed by a panther close to my tent. 
He dropped from an overhanging branch into an oncWatc 
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of pricldy bushes that had been put up round the sheep ; 
anu his attempts to drag it through the lence Lreated such 
a ilit^turbaDce among the people tJjat he left it aiid leape-d 
out in the conhiaion. The next night he seized one of my 
Clumber spanieU at the door of loy tent; but a big grey- 
bound named '* Jnck " flow to the rescue, and little Nell " 
e^'Hped with a few scratches and a great fright. Th& s£inie 
panther became aft.etwarchj very troublesome on the hill 
when the workmen at the bungalow had left, attacking 
my dogfi, sheep, and goat^ nearly every night, and coming 
boldly through the very rooms of the house. He was a 
toothless old brute, however, to which circumfltance the 
diigH owed sevoral escapes mit of his very jaws; and 
tliiiugb sn daring at night in attai.^king uur aninmls lie 
would never face the men. Several times my horee- 
keepers and dog-boys sent liim skulking of! sideways, like 
a crab, from the vigour of their npphcationa of long bam- 
08 across bis back. I never could kill him, though 1 
tried every conceivable plan. One night I might have shot 
him aa he passed along (Jelow the raised phtth of the houfie 
in the moonhght ; but of course 1 had seized the only un- 
loaded gim in the rack in the hurry, and the loel-a anappcd 
hftrndessly within a foot of his back. He was ahot by a 
fihikflil after I had left the hill. 

Counting faxe^ was another great AtnUHenient. A 
lony of the pretty htfcle fox of the plains * inhabited a 
email open glade a little to the weat of my camp. They 
had a great many burrows almost in the centre of the 
plain, all of which appeared to run into each other- I 
never failed to unearth one or more foxes here by the 
Aid of " Pincher," a minute b!ftck-and-tan English terrier, 
ith the spirit of a lion, who could get into any of th« 
holes, and would die rather than not get out Ma fox. 
Often he showed signs of severe subterranean combats; 
Slid once I thought he was done for, when the grey* 
hounds ran a fox into the very hole he had gone in at. 
We had to get picks and spadea and dig down to him, and 
found him Ijing with one fox before him pinned up in 
the end of a blmd nole> which he had already half killed, 

^ y^pa JkngoUntia. 
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and another blopfcirg the way out behind him. Poor 
gallunt little Pincher \ He dieil of a smiHtroke tonie thiee 
months later, from being dragge<l throTigh a long eighteen- 
mile march in the hot aim hy a brutal dog^boy, mthout 
getting a single drop of water, I hnd two braeo of capital 
greyhounds at that time; one couple crossed between the 
English and RjimpAr breeds, and the other bred from a 
Scotch deerhound nnt of a Bunjnni. biU'h. The Indian 
io£ is not above half the size of English Reynard, but be 
has an astonishing turn of speed, and doubica with wonder- 
ful agility. Those dogs had, however, the speed of them, 
and the run was generally much in a circle ; so that though 
the ground was well suited for riding, I generally went cm 
foot, along with some of the woricpeople who greatly 
enjoyed the sport, and some of whom (Bhary^a) ate the 
foxcB afterwards. It wnfl capital training for hieon- 
shootingt which severely tries the ftTnd> and in which I 
alao -ipeut a day ot two now and then. 

Stalking the bisnn in these liilis is very severe work 
indeed. At times they may be found pretty near at 
handf but more gcncraUy the Dhupgarh hill, or the great 
ravine, haa to be oropfied firsts and either implies a good 
many miles of stiff work before the sport really begins. 
The biiion, though they seem to move ttlowly, are often 
really going very fast ; and, as scarcely a yard of the 
country they live in is anything like level, what ie appar- 
ently nothing to them is really a very hard pull for their 
purauei. The bottoms oj the ^-alleys are also very hot 
even at this time of year; and at all times exercise imder 
an Inlian sun is miieh more fatiguing than in a cold 
climate. A wounded bison never stops going while he 
can, short of nightfall, and mui^t be pursued while a ray 
of hope remains. Thus hill after hill, and ra^^ne after 
ravine, ai^ put between one and home in the excitement 
of the cliase, till suddenly you pull up and realise wLat 
an tmniease distanre you have enme. and that ymi rannot 
posMbly get hack before the middle of the night. If you 
nave nnything to eat. the beat course under such circum- 
stances is to sleep where you are. I often used to bivouac 
thus when out nftci bison ; and seldom found it much o£ a 
hardship. A good fire can alway?^ be lit in a few minutes, 
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^ory wood Wing never far off in an liidian jungle. An 
eli-vttltid place, nt the same time slielt«recl from tliQ wifldj 
Bbould be chosen for the nurpoae, &r the vatleys are more 
mttlurioiis at night, A shelter of boughs ahould always 
be knocked up, which your wild men will do handsomely 
in &ve minutes. I learned more of the simple HBture of 
the ittrest ]>ei»ple during the few honiK* chat by the fire 
on th&se occiwiuiia than I beheve 1 wnuld lia,ve df>i3C ot-her* 
wise in as many years. I think they got attached to me a 
good deal; and, though they arc not very dcmoristrative 
at any time, I wa** often touched by some aimplc act of 
thoughtfulue«s one would hardly have expected from their 
tmtutored nsiturcR, 

About the hardeflt day I had was afler a couplft of biillft 
I had seen gra^ng on the very top of Dhupgatli, looming 
against the eky-bjie like two young elephants in the red 
Hunlight. It was evening when I found them, and, as 
the wput was iniici-essible by stalking, I sent round a couple 

Kof K*>rkns to move them, while I posted myself itn the ro*d 
they would be most likely to take down the hill. They 
went, however, by a pass a few hucdred yards further on ; 
and though I ran over the inten-'oning bare and slippery 
rocks as hard as I could to get a shot, I was only in time 
to Bee them flouiulering down the hilKside like two great 
lock?, and they never pulled up till far down in the blue 
haae that hmig over the bottom of the valley they looked 
aoarocly bigger than a couple of crows. As they had not 
beui alarmed by ghootiug. and would probably bo found 
in the valley next day, 1 went home and prepared for a 
long hmit. We took the niad round by the great ravine, 
instead of going over Dbupgarh, becaiBe it was rathci 
ortet when the bottom of the valley had to be made for, 
also because we expected to find another herd on the 
, We were disapjioiuted, however, in this, »eemg 
otbing till wo got to the valley except a bear with her 
■ , thp fumier iif which I shot. Am\-iiig in the valley, 
■Spread about in all directions to look tor bison-tracks. 
The young Thakur of I^uchmurrce, the best hunter and 
traeker iu the hillj;, was unfortunately laid up with a 
apmin be had got the preceding day; out we picked up 
wo oHpital biaon-brackers out of a lot of KorkuA from a 
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village across the great ra\'ine., whom we fouiid cutting u 
dhya OB one oi fclie liill-Hidcs as wt* pafisedn I hiui foiuid 
the foDtpnnts of the Dhtipgarli tiger in the bed of the 
stream, and wfu; following them up with one of the Korkfis, 
wheal was recalled by a wMfitle to a place where the trarka 
of the two build had been diflcovered- They were making 
for a high plateau covered with thick bamboo jungle at 
the top of the valley, and we at oncve started on the traiL 
It was clear everywheie, and the men ran it at a sharp 
walk nearly to the top rtf the till. Here, however, a 
sheet of rock intervened, and above it was a mass of krge 
boulders intermixed with heavy clumpa of bamboo. We 
were a long time puzzling the track through here, ae tho 
bulls had stopped and fed about on the young bamboo 
shoots. At last, however, one of the men we had picked 
up tuok a long cast over the top of the hill^ and returned 
wjth the news that the bulla had separated, onft going off 
to the south, apparently in the direction of a well-known 
haunt in the Bori teak forest, while his companion had 
gone off up the hill in the opposite direction. We decided 
to follow the latter, aa it led mor© nearly in the direction 
of home. The wilderness of bamboo-covered hills and 
deep intervening rocky-bottomed or swampy dells, over 
and through which we carried that trail till the sim was 
getting low, is beyond description* Every now and then 
we thought we were just upon him, freshly-cropped bam- 
boi»s and droppings showing that he was not far in front. 
But he had never stopped for long. This restlessness I 
afterwards found to be the habit of biaon which have 
recently been disturbed. He was ovidoctly making off 
steadily for some distant retreat. W'e started several 
herds of s^mbar and sohtary stags, and once a bear bustled 
out of a nala we were cros&ing, and bundled off down the 
hill-side; but we were bent on nobler game and durst not 
fire at them. By evening we had got right to the further 
side of the gre-at ravine beyond Jambo-Dwip, and the 
peak of Dh^pgaih glowed pink and distant in the rays of 
the declining huh. We were descending a long slope 
among thin trees and iiigh yellow grass, and I was a little 
ahead of the rest, when I suddenly saw tho head and 
horns of a bison looking at me over a low thicket, and was 
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putting np my riflo to fire when, with a loud snort, the 
owner wliceiou round, and pluDgiiig noisily down the hill 
dis»ppwut?d. This snort, whicli scunds like a strong 
eicpulsioii of air through the nostrils, is very comicoiJy 
uttered by biaon when siiddeiiJy disturbed, and is the oniy 
eound I ever heard from them, cs«pt a low menaciDg 
an, which 1 have he^rd a bull utter when suepicious of 
aching danger, and t\i^ quivering iiellow which they 
iaoinetimeft enut in i^ammon with most other animals when 
articttlo. I ran to the edge of what proved to be a 
ish ravine full of b&mbooa, and was just in time to sec 
ft small herd of bL\ or aevcn cows and calves disappearing 
over a low shoulder on the opposite side. But behind 
hem slowly stalked one bull — a majei^lic fellow nearly 
jet-WacIc, and towering like a young <*le[jhEint in the 
apidly closing gloom of the evening. Aa he reached the 
top of the rise he paused and turned broadside on, his 
ftolomn-looking vieago facing in our direction. He was 
about iiiuety yards from where 1 sat, with the heavy S-bore 
rifle I had weaiily dragged after hi m all day rested on 
my knee ; and, forbidding thnugh he looked, I sighted 
just behind the elbow and Jired, fully expecting him 
subside on the receipt of two ounces of lead driven by 
ftjx drachms of powder. But there was no result whatever, 
»ave a dull thud us thr? biiliut phmgcd into Im side; ard 
hIowIv walked on over the brow aa if nothing hiul 
ened, Mv other barrel caught him in the flank, and 
1 seized tile aparc rifle that was thruat into my hand, 
sped across the inter^'ening ra%'ine. I was toiling up 
other side, very hot and much out of breath, when a 
avy craslt beyond fell npoti my delighted ear. I had 
been in agi^ny Ir-st I had misaed the mighty target aft^er 
all ; but it waft not so. There he lay as he had faUen, and 
rolled over down the hill until stopped by a clump of 
hamboog. A mighty mass of beef, truly, secured at last. 
But we were six or seven miles from Puchmiuree, and 
there was no more than half an hour of daylight left. The 
mad I knew was frightful^ with hundreds of ravines bfr- 
fiides the great one to croBt-^ and it wels not to be thought 
f at night. Afteir due conBideration we detennined to go 
and sleep at a recently cut dhya that whs known by the 
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Sjeople, about a mile from where we were ; so^ leaving the 
alien bull to the uliatlows nf night, we went and made 
ouraelvea eulllcieutly comfortaljle for the night, uj:icler a 
canopy of the newly cut branchea, on couches spread 
deeply with the sprirgy shoots of the bamboo. Wo had 
walked at least twenty miles iu the course of the day, 
aud that over feAirfiil croimd, I was very tired, but happy, 
and never slept sounder in my liie. On the whole I tiunk 
stalking the mountain bull among the splendid scenery of 
these elevated regions, posacaacs more of the elcmcnta 
of true sport than almost any other pursuit in this part 
of India. 
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TEE ABORIGINAL TRIBES 

8ouETHi:fG lias already been said regarding the mte^ 
mixture of Hindis bloodi mauncrai and religion, that has 
taken place among the aboriginal ra^'cs of Central India, 
Were this an isohited event in the ethnicAi historj' of the 
country it would jjosseas n compiiratively feeble iuteiTist. 
Its high importance lies in its fumifihing iifi with a living 
example of a proceaa which has. aa ah-cady suggested, played 
an important part in the development of the races whioh 
compose the mass of modem HiiidCiBm. It is the uppermtwjt 
and iiKwt aore^iilkle stiuluui of a geoKigicat beriew <■! uiit*]Id 
antiquity ; and, as tJie geologist interptet& ancient formationa 
by the aiialt^y of the proces^riL^s he sees still guiiig on around 
lum, ao it may he that some light may be thix)^%n on the 
construction ci modem Hindi^ism by the procoBs of tnmB- 
£ormation wWf^h U here going on before oxir eyes. 

It U dillirult to say how tar the actual admixture of 
binod ban takt^n place. There is small nn^m for doubt that 
the aO-Oftllcd (J^nd Rk]ks of pre-Mahomeckn timc!^ were 
; or quite, pure Hindu RajpiitLt. CKcixifcing a feudal 
authority over numerous petty cluefs of mixed descent. 
The former have been nearly swept away, their only remain* 
ing repreaentativp being the pensionipd Gond RAja ol Nagpiir ; 
the latter Tcmain in their desceiiclanb% and, almost to a 
■roan, ahnw the cleare^it signs of pocisewing a mixture of the 
li and aboriginal blood. The Hindu" element in such 
b&B not be^n the debased article current among the 
of the labiiaring pi)]}uliLtinn, but the purer fctraiti 
eJ from ihv^ ari>tocrattc faniibcA of Ittxjpulana. It is 
as it were the first cross in the mixed breeds and thu^, afl 
might be expected, shows the chamcteristics of both eddca 
clearly developed. In other cases, among the lower races 

1 113 





114 THE HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDIA 1 

of aborigines, crosses also app^r to hare taken place; but 
in sucii cases it appeaia to have been the iilready debased 
Hindil of the lower urrlers tlijit lias furnished tlie frireign 
element, and the result has been a breed which Jittle ap- 
proachca the high Aryan character, and is, in fact, only a 
slight advance on the purely aboriginal type. Amorg tho 
chiefs the cross appears to have taken place with all the 
difTerent tribes of indigenes. Towards the east the mixed 
breed call themselves Ofind -Rajputs, or shortly Raj-Ofiiids, 
and are the direct result of the alliance l^etween the K&jpAt 
adventurer and the (.lOud. In the Korku countrj' the some 
thing seems to have occurred between the Rajputs and the 
Korki!i6. In tliis ease, however, the tribe being an influontial 
one, the descendants are only known as Korkus. But they 
differ in many respects from pure Korkui5, being tall aud 
fair-eomplexioned, nltta-Hindu in their observanoea, and 
loanying only annjng their ae\'eral families, or into purer 
houses— never among the undiluted aboripnes. In th© 
extreme went a distinct race trailed Bhilalas lias originated 
from the cross between the RAjpAt and the llheeL The 
Bheels were lor a much longer period in close contact with 
Hindfe than any other tribe, and that during a period of 
Indian bistorj' when the restrictions of caete were aUnoHt 
entijelv in abeyance, BOddliism, and its uEsprmg JaJnism, 
were the ruling faiths in that part' of the country up bo the 
eleventh or twelfth century ; and thus it is pmbable that a 
much greater admixture of the races occumd there than 
in couctries where tlie Brahminical forma prevailed. The 
Bhilalas are now very numerous, occupying large tracts as 
almost the sole populatioD, but atil! there ia a marked dis- 
tinction between these and the land-holding chiefs of the 
eame desc-ent. The distinction is, m fact, identical with 
that between the Kaj-Gind and Korlrfi chiefs and tho 
numerous eonmioaer cla&ses of the same tribes who are 
nominally pure oborigiiies, but are really half Hiodii- 

y\s is the case with the divers pef»ple now inclmletl among 
modem Hindus, it would be wholly impossible now to gauge 
the extent to wluch the infuaon of the Aij'an element lioa 
taki^ri place among these aboriginal race^. The facility for 
anialganiation between them — the chemical affinity, so to 
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; between the races— 6ccm& to be so great, that in 

few generations tLe points denoting iho prcdurmucnco 

of one or the otter become oblitemW^J. And yet t!ie travellor 

flinuTLU tlieiii will come \m stratum aft*'r btmium Hhotving in 

the clearest manner th© intermetliate stages between the 

two rac€5. And, aa a rule, variation of physical type will 

be found to bo accompanied in almost equal ratio by cUvcr- 

cence from aboriginal manners and religions idcaa in the 

oirectJOD of Hinduism. It is probable that the further 

commixture of blood, excepting through the (xx^asionftl 

' immorahty of the races, ha*** in rei^ent times ceased as regards 

H^tbe masses, though the chiefs arc still unremitting m their 

VeDdeavo;u^ to pnrify their familicB by alliance with more 

^Bblue-bloudcd Kajput ItunseH than their own. Blue blood 

^pieing a marketable commodity here as ui other countries, 

' the chiefs have to pay highly for such privileges; and 

nothing has bo mucJi tended to pauperise these familiefi as 

theae constant briber for the ennoblement of their race, 

and the equally hea\T coat of conciliating the priestly 

BxbitratOTs of their quality. 

For it in through this chink that the influence of Brab- 

ism has mainly succeeded in penetrating to the very 

of these indigenous tribes. The test of punty of caate 

among races of uncertain descent is much more the extent 

of their observance of the Hindii code of purity and cer&- 

monial than actual proof of iineace. The Bralmians fomi 

a sort of Heniliis' College, to lie mscribed nn the iiills of 

which for ft few generations entitles an it^inirt U} ally 

Imnself with famihcs who liavc already atttxintd a higher 

fttatuti than himaclf. Strict reverence for the Bralimans, 

and adherence to ceremonial purity, are necessary to secure 

this; and thus it is ttiat aU tlie.% senii-HindCi chiefs spend 

^ihe great^^r part *>f their time and means in striving tn attain 

"the utnKKSt rigour of attention to Hindu rciigioua and aocial 

rule. To this end they have abandoned the gods of their 

fathers for the deities of the BrahmauH. They have retained 

Btftlunans a$ their coimcillors and to cunduct the won«hip 

of the gods. They eat nothing unsauctiouerl by the Bmh- 

minical law; and some even employ Bmliiiuiua to cook 

eir food, sprinkling the fagotd cm{Juycd fur the purpoeo 
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witli holy watCT. Thus tbey ha^^e gradually sepn rated 
thenu^vefi from the mus^ ui their iLborigiiial Hiilijecls^ &nd 
fonned a seimrate caatp of their ovvti, either mter-nianymg 
among fanoibes ainiilarly situated, or if possible seekiEg bndea, 
00 1 have saidi in houses superior to thenifielvcs. Some of 
them have thus succeeded in almost eradicating the aboriginal 
taiiJit; niid liy cuatiuutd rf\'ersRni Uj tlie purer stCKkw have 
attained to sin equality of pbysira.l type with tlie higher 
races* Their social status has come to be acknowledged 
as that of the Rajput rather thau the aborigine: and many 
have aaauncd the aacred thread^ the wearing of whieli denctcfi 
membership of one o! the twice-born castes. Most of them, 
however, wliether from motives of [Hilliy or oE auperstitloD, 
stall concede something to their semi-aboriginaf defice-Ut; 
worshipping perhaps in secret tlic tribal deities, tind, in 
cases, plocmg at certain festivals the flesh of oows, abhorred 
of Hinduism, to their lips, \VTapped in a thin covering of 
cloth. Many of them also rec]uu"e to be installed on their 
succesfiion to the chietJiip by ^ ceremony which inehules 
the touching of their foreheads vrith a drop of blood drawn 
from the body of a pure aborigine of the tnbe they belong to. 
Such en csample on the part of their influeiitiai chiofa 
waa certain to be followed by lar^e eections of tlieir subjects ; 
and in particular by such of tiiem as were themselves in 
some degree of mixed descent. Accordingly we find the 
tribes much subdivided into clan^, or castes^ distinguished 
from each other by a more or less close adoption of Hindu 
customs and rebgious forms. A theory baa arisen that tho 
06ndB are divided into twelve and a half formal cartes 
acconliJig to the number of the gixls they worship, after the 
pattern of the Hindus ; but. as in the rase of the latter such 
a division b purely nominal, the actual number of Hindij 
CEistea being almi^t infinite, so ai.*?o among the G6rd3 this 
distinction accoixls with nothing to be seen in practice ; and 
their subdivi^ous differ in almost every district, being 
founded partly [(eihapR on triljal dew^enl, but chipfly on 
imported distinctiL»ri5 Eirising from the ext^^nt of their approxi* 
matiOn to Hinduism. Some of these castes have already 
sueceeded, like tlieir chiefsi in attaining to the status of 
K4jp^tb; aud tlio pioce»t» is still going on before our eyes 



I 



I 



THE ABORIGINAL TllIBKS 



117 



in places where the sacred thre^id ifl openly w>lil to ^Apirante 

• by the chicfft simi their obaeqinons 6ralmian». ^ 

Aft might be oxpetrted, the G6ijda hnvu gone furtJicr in 
the adoption of tht*^ Hiudj sentiments than the other 
Iribro. Thpy nrv far muns hunierou»; tliey occupy lurge 
tTACt» of It/w romiiry intpemiixi?cl with the Hindis; their 

Iacmi-Hindij chiefs possefised the nding power of the country 
tfor many generations ; and poRfiiblv they belong to a branch 
*f the human race more RURceptible of modification tbnn 
the others. Their Tarauliao congeners in Southern India, 
while l*iyiiig htlle ctf theii- nl^jrigiiiul [ihysjcal typo, hiive 
conformed r^r rtwrssc to the cURt^ims and religion of Huidilism; 
ivhiJc the Kolarian stock, where\'er found, has obetin&tcly 

^itflvted iutemuxtuie with the Hindii. 

Pi In the nest chapter I propose to give a sample of the 
legends current among the Gindfi, whit:h indicate their own 
conaciouaiieHti tif the imjKJrtanre of tlie change tliat tiA3 
been wrought among them by their acceptance of IlindA 
idea^; and iii the meantime will proceed to some de^ription 
of the aboriginni bchefs and iufltitutionft, which still lie, 
ID the mo£t advanced of their @ection«. but a Utile way 

Kbelow tlie j;urf»ce, and which, uniong the midiluted dcm- 

BaenB of the wilder regionH, are yet fLiuiid in their primitive 

It iff not an eaay matter for the inq\iir<TT among such 
tribea really to aso^taiu the peculiarities of their longiioge, 
religion, or ideas. Like all Bavageii there is a child-l^e 
VHguen&ss ab^iut thcii- conceptions wluch it is very difTwult 
ki get the IxHter of, tind to this is added a sn^plciou^nefift 
which frequently leiidsthemtodeliberately withhold inionna- 
tion the object of which they are unable to comprehend. In 
the ease of these particular tribes, moreover, the admixture 
of llindiiis-m has proceeded so far that one has to be con- 
stantly on his guard against admitting as belonging to them 
what 18 in fact of foreign origin. An intimate accjnamtatice 
with HindA beliefs an<l peculiaritiea ia therefore the first 
Gflsential quality of him who attempts to ascertain tfae 
dstanctive fcAturea of these races; and from the want of 
tJiW great mistakes Iiave constantly liecn made in destxibiiig 
^ibhem. The poverty of their languages is another great 
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obstacle to the inquirer- In the aboriginal tongues ther« 
Ecem to be no cspreasiona for abstract ideas, the few such 
which thcY pcaacss being derived from the iiindi. In fact» 
the aboriginal roots are really almoet confined to the esproa 
sion of Uie barest necessities of savage existenee. Tho 
names even of moat of their [lerMonal deit-iea, the nomen- 
clature of religious fneremony, of momi rjmlities, niid of 
nearly all the arts of life they possess, are all Hindi. The 
form, and particularly the termination, of these imported 
words is, howeveTj frequently a good deal modified, the 
pronunciatioa being aa a mie broadtuied; and thus an 
imperfect acquaiiitiinee witli the dialects of Hindi frequently 
leads to the acceptance of such phiasea as purely aboriginal- 
The greatest difficulty, however, is their vagucne^ of con- 
ception, and their want of abstract ideas. Thus, for instance, 
in all the recorded vocabularies it mi] be found that the term 
for **sky" is iiotliin^ but the Hindi nume fur ^^ chaids,^' 
or *'sun," or " moon,'* or aome specific objectn in the sky, 
not for the sky generally, for which they do not seem to 
possess a name. It is only in the remotest wilds that either 
G6nds or KorlrfiB are now found who do not know sufficient 
Hindi to carry on a simple conversation, although they 
genendly employ their own tongue in talldng among them- 
selves. The tribes bonlering on the plains, who visit some 
bazaar town once a week for purposca of cichonge» and 
who are constantly in contact with the people of the plains, 
have in many cases lost all knowledge of their own language, 
and spealc t-he Hindi of the plains. Tliere is nothing thai 
is worth pre-^rving in these rudiment«.iy indigencms tongues ; 
and their inevitable absorption in the more copious lingita 
franca of the plains is not at ail to be regrett<^. 

In religion the G6nd tribes have passed through all the 
earher ntagea of belief, and are now entrcring on that of 
idolatry pure and siniple^the last hi which rehgion is still 
altogether dissevered from idee^ of moraUty, As has been 
generally observed* however, the objects of worship of each 
new stage of development hei'e form additions to thoee 
formerly reverencc^l, rat^ber than su}>plant tliem. 

The fouiidation of their creed ijppearB to be a vague 
pantheism^ in which all nature is looked upon as perx'aded 
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"by spiriiiitt! powers, tlie nwist prominent aiid powerful of 
which are peraoiiilietl and propitUtecl h^ simple oilerijigii. 
Every prominent mcuntam top is the residence of the Spirit 
of the Hill, who niuet be satisfied by fln ofTcring before a 
dhya can be cut on its slopes. The forest is people by wood- 
land sprit.e:if for whom u grove of typical trees is coniinonly 
left >*f4ind]ng as a refuge in clcHriiig awj^iy (lie jungle. Wlien 
the field is aown, the god of rice-ficlda (Kiicido IVn) has to 
be satisfied, and again when the crop ia reaped. The malig- 
nant powers receive regular propitiation. The Tigpi God 
has a hut built for hioi in the wilfiemees tliat he may not 
come near their dwellings, Tlie goddess of i^niall-[xix and 
of cljolem rtw^ive& oRerings chiefly when her ravnges are 
threatened. Among such elementary powers must be 
ZQokoned the ghotit& of the deceased, which have to be laid 
by certain c^remonie^. These consist in conjuring the ghost 
into something tangible, in one case Into the hotly of ii fisli 
caught in the neare^^t water, in another, into a (i^wl chos^^rn 
by omen. The object^ whatever it iw, is then brought to 
the hoiifie of the decea^d, and prt^pitiated for a certain time, 
after wliich it ie foniially consigned to rest by burial, or in 
one case by pourujg it (in solution) over the representation 
of the village cod, Tlie spirits of persons kill<!d by wild 
animalj) are lieheved to bo espcciaily malignant, and an- 
"laid" Ti-ith much care and ceremony. To this practice 
hafl been supenoddod by some the rite of periodical pro- 
pitiation of deceased ancest^oi^ by sacrifice, imf hnng their 
continued existence in another world, an entirely dilTereat 
thins it nifiy be o}j*orved from the rite already da'tcxibed, 
whidi imjilies only a refitless and spitefid existence in this 
world of a ghost which may be made an end of by a cere- 
mony. I believe the superior belief to be entirely derived 
from the HinduH, with whom it is a prime article of faith. 

None of these powers of nature arc n.'jjreseiiU.xl by idols, 
nor have they any particular forms or eeremoniea of worship* 
They are merely locAlised by some vague symbol; the 
mountain god by a daub of vermilion on some prominent 
rock; the tree god by a pile of stones thrown round the 
etem of a tree — and so on> At these the simple savage paj-s 
hib devotion, idmost furtively, as be passes in the gray of 
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tile mcming to his day's labour, by a simple prostration, 
or perhaps l»y the oflericg of a handful of rice or an onioD ! 
More elaborate acts of worship are engaged in by the com- 
mujiity jit certain aeasons, and then these primitive power* 
may he joined with the niore [jemoual dcitiefl derived tixim 
their neighhijiirs in the general act of worship- 

In tlie next stage the tribce liavc nddod certain Fetishes 
to the Ust of powera. Tlie priiicip^il of these in an Iron 
epear-head called Pharsa Pen, and he is supported by the 
Bell god, the Cliain god, a god compi^ieed of some copper 
numey h»mg up m a ]>ot» shapeless stones, and many other 
objects^ the power attributed to which ia purely arbitrary, 
and tinconnected with ajiy natural agency. To this stage 
appears to belong the medicine n^an and dealer in \vitchcraft, 
^o still possesses considerable power among the tribes. 
The*ie mctli( ine men can ,srarcely l>e railed priests, and an? 
not an hereditary caste. Their business is to exorcise evil 
epirits, to interpret the wishes of the fetish, to compel raio, 
and so on. Some of them seem to have acquired the power 
of throwing thomselveB into a sort of trance in which they 
are visited by the deity ; but in i his respect they are far behind 
the sorcerers (it tht^ Byga race further to the east, who will 
be subserjnently alludm to. 

In a still more ad%"anccd stage, the Gonda have resorted 
to hero worehip; but it is curiouB that all the deified heroes 
they reverence are of purely Hindii derivation. The chief 
are Bhim^, one of tlie five Pai)di!i brethren, who is repre- 
sented by Im mythical dub eit^her in stone ui woolI ; Hardyal, 
aKAjpfitheroof imir.h later date; IhiihaDeo, theaitotheofiis 
of a hridogi-oom, and many others. 

Lastly come the recognised di^Tuities of the Hindu pan- 
theon. Amongst a race whose blesshigs are few and bard* 
ships many it is not surpri^uig that tlie infl!t?volent membera 
of the Hindu pantheon should have fomid more acceptance 
than the benevolent deitiea. Vishuii is scarcely recognised 
by them, except in his one terrible development of Narsingha 
or the Man-Ti;5er ; while SW4 the Destroyer, with his formid- 
able consort Kail, and son BhairavA, are the favourite objects 
of reverence among the more advanc-ed of the tribes. TIipw 
arc represented by rude idols, Siva himaclf in his usual Phallic 
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And a Brahman in many c^bgb ofFioint^a at their 
Here fur thi* lirr^t lime we find mytlnj^jgy — the 
science nf prIest'S — at- wnrk. In their earlier stages the 
tribes had no priests, no hicrarcliy of gods, and conse^jiiently 
no mythology. Now legends are invented to connect the 
tdbea, and their oarlior gods, with the groat wob of Hmdii 
fiction, and bring them \rithin the dominion of caate and 
priestdotn. In the succeedicg chapter wiU be found a version 
of one of these fragments. Their art is of the nident char- 
acter, often outraging the req\urementft of Hindi orthodoxy 
--euitcd, in fact, to the nientftl calibre of a people acfirccy 
yet omcffiing from mere fetishism. 

Many liavc coiijecturwl that the worship of Siv& and 
hifi iii}*thi(; compfinions, which formfi so incousiiioiVH »n 
intrusion into the milder faith of the Aryan llmdfis, has 
been, in fact, derived from the aboriginal races of India. 
Aa tcgardfl Sivd liiniaelf in his PhaUic fomi there ^*eems to 
be httle fo^indation for snrh an hypothesis. The emblem 
has nowhere, 1 believe, been found ag an objet^t of adoration 
6iiiong the indigeniiit.s nut^s wJiei-e BinlimiiiJsm h«A not 
penetrated, vrhcreaa it y{iis a very ancaent form of woraliip 
among the peoples of Western A^ia, and wafi evoji prevalent 
in heathen Rome more than mxtecn hundred years ago. 
It was, a£ in India, bo in the countries of W^estem Ama, 
'conrft^ted with human saerifices. It is true that this form of 
thf- Iliiidi'i religion is rhiefly prevaliint in the wilder parts 
ol the countiy, where the aboriginal element prevaib, many 
of ita chiefest shrines being iJi faet ^dtuatod in secluded 
wildemessca, and guarded by aboriginal, or flemi-aboripnal, 
custodians. It may be. then, that the penicnified tonus of 
thifi deity were ad»j>t.ati(>iis from the cidtu^ oi some of the 
aboriginal race.^ that have been ahsoTberl in Ilindt^ism ; but 
I thinly we nuLst go furt!i<?r back in the historj' of this move- 
ment to finri the original of Kali and Bhairava than to 
anything we know of the indigenes ajt they now exi^. May 
it not have l»een in Uk.' r:i rlir^t diivs <jf Bmlutiinical revival^ 
when eom]H'tit<»rM (i>r i\ii- JuilirrcTire vi dm itenple in the 
great struggle with Buddhism Imd to be suugnt for among 
the p^ipulur dcitic-s when Vishni!! waa trttnjjf<?rmed into the 
.popuhir dcnugod^ Ranm and KiiBhika, into the Tortoia', and 




122 THE HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDIA 

the Fbh. ftiid the MAn-Tiger, to suit the tastca o( a variety 
of half-Hinduiscd racos— that tlioD Slvd wob abo imported 
from the West, and allied with the stemei objects of worship 
of the wilder mc^A, to draw them into the great net of the 
prieste^ as the incauDations of Viahnu iii their f«*pu]aj' heroes 
and totems were eoiployefl to draw the mfire ci^nlised clafisca 
of the people 1 Were these deities really indigenouE amongst 
the GI6iide we shoiUd certainly see their worship a matter 
of more widespread and heartfelt devotion than it is, It 
is in truth etill almost confined to the chiefs and their half* 
Hindi dependents, and to a few of the most advaiicetl, and 
probably haif-bboded, sections of the tnbea. In the great 
periodical acts of public propitiation of the gods they are 
either not admitted, or if bo, frequently have to sit under 
one of the fetishes or natiire-goda of the priniitive faith. 

The cfiief of theae ceremomea ucciir at tlJe niarkinl j^ierioda 
of their agricultural season — when the crops are sown or 
I reoped. and at the flowering of tlie valuable Mhowa tree- 
also when severe pestilence threatens the community. On 
such occasions a row of small stones, taken from the nearest 
hiU-side, are set up in a row and daubed with vermihon, 
to represent the presence of all the godfs that aie to be included 
in the propitiation. Sometimes f^mall piecee of iron hung 
up in a pot arc uwil instead. A bigger Btoiic or bit of iron 
represents the *' Bara Pen/* or Great GckI of the occaeionj 
who is usually the one supposed to want most attention 
at the time. Cucks and goats, and libations of Mhowa Bpirit, 
are then offered with much ceremony, dancing, and music; 
and the aflair^ like most of their great occa^ons, usually 
winds up by the whole of thetii getting abominably drunk. 
Such is still the real religion of these peoples, notwitltstanding 
the lacquer of Hindtiiam many of them have received ; and 
such I ttiay add is not veiy different from that of the vast 
masfl of the so-called Hin'dijs of the plaina, who look on 
Viahnu and Slvd as bttlc nearer to them than do these 
savages, and pay their real devotion to the village gods, to 
the floJs of the threshing-floor, and to their lare^ und r*nal«s 
— all mirecxigiiised by the orthodox priest. In butli cawes 
f their reUgioiis belief is wholly micomiected with any itlea of 
I morahty. A moral deity, demanding morality from his 
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creatures, is & reUgious conception far beyond the present ) ^f 
capacity either of the ahorigine nr the ordinary Hliiuii. ' *''^.^<. 

Tlie idea of a Great 8i>irit, above *lulI heyonti pU personal 

fods, and whom they caU Biiagwan, is, however, accepted ^1 

y aU Hiudu3> and has been borrL>%s'ed from them by the ^M 

&6nde. H« k th« great First Cause of all thijigs, but birotell ^M 

CDdow<^ with tieilhcr form noT moral qualities* He isi un- ^| 

lepresented, axid tL^ceivcs ua Hdoration. A Hindu will ^M 

ficcuratcly describe all the gods of his pantheon ; hut of ^M 

Bhogw&n he htiR no idca» except that he is the great Creator. ^M 

He 18, in fact, that " Unknow-n God '* wham liamanity has ^M 

oevor yet learned to approach Bavo throuj^h the medium oE ^M 

some Lunmn nr anthrumoq^h^nm suUrtiUite* ^M 

I have not yet toiuhed cm the religtim of the KoiIcAs, ^H 

It is, 1 think, purer than that of the G6nda, The powers ^M 

of nature are equally adoTed, such qb the Tigci Glod, the ^M 

Btdon God, the Ilill God, the Dcitice of Small-pox and ^M 
Cliolera. But these are all secondaiy to the Sun and the . ^M 

Moon^ which, among this hran^^h of the Kolaimn stock as ^H 

among the Kols in the far Bast, are the principal cibieets of ^M 

fidoiation. I have aeen nothing re^mbhng Fetishism among H 

them; and if, as some consider, that is the earliest form in ^M 

which the religion of savages develops itself, the Xurkiis ^M 

would seem in this respect t-o Imve ad\tinced a stage bc>yot)d ^M 

the GAnds. The sun and the figure of a horse (a Scythian ^M 

emblem of the sun) are carved on wooden posts, and ^ecei^'c ^M 

sacrifices. They also sacrifice to the manes of their dcad^ ^M 

but only for a certain period, to "lay" them. Belief in ^M 

sorcery and witchcraft is not so pre\'alent amonc; them aa ^M 

with the G(imls and Bygfc. Tlieir semi-llindfi chiefa have ^| 

accepted 8iva and his companions ; but the common Korkfis ^M 

seem to care little about them, excepting in the immediate ^M 

n^^ighhoiirhood of \m great sluTnc in the MahMeo hills, A ^H 
few glorified herotvs receive attention, but not to nearlj" so ^^^B 
great an extent as am^mg the GcSnds. ^^^| 
In dis]»*fsing of the dead> the aboriginal tril>eft all appear ^^^B 

to have fom^crlv practised burial; but those who have ^| 

^becn much Hmd^iscd resort by preference to crcmatJoD. ^M 

The process being an expensive one, however, it is not ^| 
lavished on all alike, women and children being still mostly ^^H 
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buried, wliile iitliill males are Liinit.. A]**o diirirg the rainy 
eeason, when huniing is inconvenient, burial is of t-en ailoptcu 
for all alike. Most of the tribes erect some sort of a memoria] 
to the dead ; the G6nds genernlly m the shape of little 
moiinde, covered by slaba of etoue ; while the Korkus carve 
ebborate pillars of teak-wood, with emblems of the sun 
and tlie crescent nintin, and of tlie dei^eiised pnrty mounteil 
on n horse, which hhej erect imder a tree a}>pmpriatecl t^ 
the purpose near each of their villages. A very populous 
cemetery of this sort may be seen clofic to the tillage of 
PuchmiuTcc, 

I have ah'eady described the personal appearance of 
the men of the Gond and Kork6 tril>es. Their women, 
1 think^ dilTer aniong themflelvea more than do the mfn 
of these racee. Thoao of the G6iida are generally somewhat 
lighter in eolour and less fleshy than the Korlrtia- But tlie 
C»6nd women of different parts of the cotuitry vary greatly 
in appe-anince, niatiy uf them ui the opener parts near tlic 
plains being grejit robust. rreat.iire.s^Aner fkniniah; by far 
than the men; and here llindi'ibloodmay be fairly suspected, 
In the intcriort again, bevies of G6nd women may be seen 
who are lilcer monke>Ti than hiiumn beings. The feoturea of 
all ore generally strongly marked and coarse. The young 
girl* oc<.^asionH.Uy poseesw euth eomeliiiews ns itttuchei* to 
genera] phnnpness and a good-humtaired ejipi^msioii of faoc; 
but when their short youth is over, all pass at once into 
a hideous age. Their hard lives, sharing as they do ull 
the labours of the men except tliat of hunting, suffice to 
Bccount for this. They dress decently enough, in a short 
petticoitt, often dyed blue, tuckeil Iti lietwecn (be legs so aa 
to leave them naked to the thigh, and a mantle of white 
cotton covering the upper part of the body, mth a fold 
thrown over the head, T]»e most eastern section of the 
Korkfis (hence called Pothrios) add a bodice, as do some of 
the Hindui^d G6ndfl. The 06m\ women have the legs as 
far as bhey are suffered to be seen tattooed in a varie^ of 
fantastic pattcniB, done in ii^digo or gunpowder blue. The 
PonUians arc the great artists in this line, and the figures 
they design are almost the only ornamental art attempt^ 
by these tribes, it '\a done when the girl becomei^ tuarru^e- 
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aoiG ; ana the traveller will somctiinefi IieiLrdr^dfu] BcrewL^^* 
issuing fmni tJioir villages, which wiU Le attributed to ^oiiie 
young G6ndm being opemted upon with tjie tattooing* 
needle, Lite oU barbaiiana, both races deck theni-selvea 
with an inordiiiato amount of what they consider onrnmentB- 
QuAJitity rather than quality is aimed at; and both arma 
and lega are iiMiidly loiided with tiers of he^vy rings — in 
wlvf-r ftinoiig the more wraltby, but, ratlicr than not at all, 
then in btagg, irc^n, or coloured glass. Ear and nose rings 
bulky ne<3!da<:;ea of coins or beads ai'e also common; 
tbeir ambrosial lockii ara intoitwined ou State oiscdtiionfl 
with the hair of goat^ and other animals. 

In nmrriage cdstoiuH they differ fnim the Hindfis i^biefly 
in the onntrict and performance both taking place- whe-n the 
portica ar« of full age. Polygamy ifl not forbidtlen; but, 
■women being costly chattels, it ia rarely practised. The 
father of the bride ifi aSways paid a conwderation for the 
lofts of her servites, as is izsually the case among poor racea 
wliei^e the femsiler* bejir n large share in the bunfen of life. 
The Biblical u-'sage of the bridegroom, when too poor to pay 
this consideration in coali. aerx'iiig in the house of his future 
&ther-in-law for a certain time, m imiversal among the 
tribes. The youth is then called a hmjan ; and it frequently 
liapperiB thiit he gets tii'cd of waitinu, and indines fii?* fair 
one to make a moonlight flitting of it. The morality of 
both eexea before marriage is open to comment ; and some 
of the tribes adopt the preewution of shutting up ull the 
marriageable young men at uight in a t)othy by themselves. 
Infidelity in the married state ia, however, eaid to be very 
rare; and when it rloen ix-cur in one of the few oc-t'ttfiiins 
when the stoLd aborigine ia roused to the extremity o£ 
pasaion, frequently revenging himself on the guilty pair by 
cutting off hift wifc'f^ nose, and Unocldng out the brains of 
her paramour with hi* axe. 

The marriage ceremony is very claborat« and childish^ 
And ip; ginienilly bormwf^l in great piut fri^m tlie Hindfia. 
The bride is in some tribcd selected Irom among iirat cou^ina 
by preference. More usually. howc\"cr, connection ia eought 
smong another tribe- irsiially an understanding ia come 
'^ pnvatoly before the formal ''asking'' takes pLKe^ w> 
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that a "refusal" la scarcely known. Tlie Pardh&n is the 
amliA«sador, and arranges the articJea of the "marriage 
settlement*'* In contradistinction to the Hindi practice, it 
18 at the bridegroom's hoiL?-e that the ceremony takes place. 
so that the whole of the expense may fall upon him. Hm Jii* 
ised tribes, however, practise t-be reverse. The actual oere- 
monies consist, first, of an ffmen tn disrover the propili(ju« 
day, on which commences a ecrica of repeated carryings -to 
and fro, anointings and sprinklings with various sulBtancea* 
eating together, trying the gaiments together, dancing 
together round a pole, being hall drowned together by a 
dcfuche of water, and the interchange of rings — all of wlijph 
may be supposed to symbohsc the union of the partie». 
The bridegroom Bometimcs places hia foot on the bride's 
back to indicate her subjection; and a feigned forcible 
ftbduction of the bride ie often a part of the ceremony — the 
usual relic of tilden times uf the strong luuid- Sacrifice to 
the godfl. and luiliinil^ed gorging and Rptritr^irinkirg, are 
UBuaUy the wind-up of the affair. Widows are not pre- 
cluded from rc-inarriage; and among the G6nds it is even 
the duty of a younger brother to t^ke to wife the widow 
of an elder. The converae is not, however, permitted, A 
widow's re-marriage is accompanied by little ceremony. 

There is httle in any of these cuatoma, it will be seen, to 
distinguish these tribes from other races of savages; and 
it woidd be unprofitable to devote further space to a record 
of their details. They may nearly all be fomid repeated 
among large masses of the so-called Hind^ p*.»pulatif;m of the 
pl^ns; and, in fact, so far as religious and other customs 
are concerned, I belie\'e that, were the Uonds not associated 
with hills and forests into which the Hindiia have not pene- 
trated very far, they would long amce have come to be 
looked on merely as another caste in the vast social fabric 
of Ilinduisn]. Tlie KurkiJH are more pei;uliar, and, I think, 
a far superiorTAc-e in most respects; andtheByg^orBhumias 
of the eastern hills are still more worthy of obecrvation by 
the ethnologist. Something will be said of them in future 
chapters. 

It is more important, as regards the GAuds and Korln'is 
of the central and western hills, to inquire into their present 
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economical poaition and tlieir probable future. Their 

metbodH of Eubt^t^t^nce in the interior of the hills have 

ftlreftdy been described ; and their life has been shown to be 

■one of great haKl8hi|i and Un]. AJthoiigL so lu-r intii^ to 

'nialftna as t^ be able to exist, and in some measure continue 

the race, in tbc beart of juJigles which arc at some seoeons 

deadly to other constitutions, t)ie effect of the clinmte and 

K& poor diet is seeEi in impoverLilinieiit of the constitution, 

Iconntant attacks of fever and bowel diseases, and oft«D 

chronic enlargt^ment of the spleen. Imported iliHcsf^ea like 

.cholera and small-po^i also commit dreadiul ravages among 

The life of labour which both eexea imdcrgo, and 

low ph)'Eical vigour, result in very small fanuJiea, of 

n nioreovei" e. hirge pei'centage never attain maturity, 

ifM« has been no accurate enumer^itit^Q tit lite lull tribes at 

^ajfi, from ^hich to judge wliether they are increaeing 

the revcrec* I eutpecl tlic latter as regards those in the 

interior, though the better fed and lees exposed tribes m and 

tear the pluiiia may probably be increasing. 

Until lat+'iv, habile of unrest rail] ed clnudienness have 
aggravated tilie. natural obataclea to tlieir improvement. 
The labour of their pectdiar system oi cultivation, though 
inpevere, is of a fitful character, a few weeks fjf great toil 
^ succeeded hy an interval of idleness, broken only by 
jjmless wanderiijgs* in the jiuigle or hunting expeditions. 
PeriiKls nf nule plenty, when the rains have been propitiouB 

I to the crops, the hunt succesfiful, and the crop of Mhowo 
abundant, have been succeeded bv Umca of scarcity or even 
of want.. Such a thing aa providing for a rainy day haa 
never been thought ol The necesmty for constantly shifting 
tlie aitea of their clearings and habiUtion^ has created a want 
of local atlachnient, and a disjjoMtion to anything rather 
than steadine^ oi occupation. Occassional periods of hard- 
^-^dhip ere sure to be followed, in such a ehoiacter, by outbumta 
^bd wcttB; and th\ig the life of the Gdnd hm usually con* 
^Pnted <»f iniervaU of severe toiJ mioeeeded by peiiocU of 
^K^restniined di^sipaticu, in which anything he may have 
^P earned has been squandered on drink. It ia thiu uniortimatc 
tmmt of steadinc!?a tliat has led to most of the misfortunee 
of the iaco> to the loss of heritage in the land, and in a great 
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many ra^.s prartically even of tlieir pprsnnal liht^rty. Infeiior 
races give way before superior whenever they meet; smd 
whether, as here and in America, the instnimcrit selected 
be *' fire-water," or ae in New Zealand, it be our own favourite 
re<-^ipe of powder and lead, the result ia the same. 

The cam of the CI6nd has liiiherto little difTered, whether 
he haa pieterreil Ut rjing t^ liis nigged Iiilb and struggle 
with nature, or has remained on the e^lgc of civihzation 
and toiled for tlie superior races. Everywhere the aboriginal 
is the pioneer of tiie more settled rat'ea in their advance 
*igaiji3t the wilderness. His capacity for toil that would 
break the heart, of a Tlindii, hia endurftnce- of malaria, and 
hie fearlessness of the jungle, eminently qualify him for 
tliiB function ; and hia thriftlcseneiiK and haired of bemg long 
settled in a locahty as certainly ensure the fruits of his labour 
reveituig as a permanency to the settled races of the pJains. 
The pffjceas ift everywhere much the flanie. The frontier 
villages in the possession of Hindu landholdeiB, or of the 
Ci6n(l Thiikurs, or ehiefe, usually comprehend large areas of 
cultumblc but uncleared land^ and there arc always numbers 
of the aborigines floating about such frcmtiers, earning a 
precarious liv<?lihood by woud-cutting and occasional jol*s, 
or working aa farm-servants, who <riiii Ije indtKwl to brejik 
it up. They have, of course, no capital, and seldom aJiy 
security to offer; and the risk of loss must thorcioro bo 
borne ny the landiiolder. Ho either lends money himself 
for the purchase of a plough and pair of bullocks, and the 
other small farm-aim.^ leuuii-al to *:nniineni:e with, or 
becomes security for Ruch a Jonn boirowed from the banker 
who is found in every circle of villages, \\ith money always 
ready to be lent on any such speculation. The interest 
charged on auch a money loan is never less than twenty-four 
per c.ynt . jM?r aiuiam. Seed grain has also to lie bnrrowed ; 
and this, as well as ^iiflicit^nt fixid to l^t the cultivator till 
his crop is ready, Is generally botrrmed in kind, the arrange- 
ment being that double the quantity borrowed shall bo 
repaid at harvest time. A^ grain i^' cheaper at harvest than 
at seed time, this does not quite represent a hundred per cent, 
interest ! Such rntes of interest seem high, but the risk of 
such speculations is very great^ the principal being not 
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Hoorn \(^t ottc^then Tljesliort-sight^si policy long foHowod 
(y our fjcgblatiire, wliicli rendered ihc recover^' «f siicU, 
debts a matter cf the greatest difficuJty and unrerUiiihyJ 
greatly luded in momtaming these mto of intfireet. Tlua 
p<>licy 13 not tsven yet extinct, there being, in the Central 
Provinces at least, a rule which prohibits proc<?durc agAiiistJ 
the fami-st/x;k nf a debtnr, although it may all luivo be*'n 
pun-lijk4ftd with tite Ixirrowei! money to reiL'ovcr which 
execution id sought. I 

It i& obviouA that tmnsactioTis of X]m nature arc realty' 
of tbo nature cf a pailiienhip between the labourer and Die 4 
capitolUt, the former funiidibg nothing but his peiKinalj 
labour and &u]>crv[Miun. Sometime* (lie parinenihlp tukea a] 
wore explirit form, when the man of mcney (umishfA the' 
oxen agam&t the manual labour of the cultivator. AM the 
other expenses^ including the wages of the cultivatnr'a family, 
if he has any, are deducted from the grot^^ produce of the 
farm, with interest to the capitalist if he has advaiieetl any 
|iart of auch expenditure, and the balance is then di\4ded 
equally between the owner of the oxen and the cultivator. 
In cither c^isc the result usually io that all the profit, beyt-nd 
the bare wages his labour would (etch in the market, is 
abcwrbed by the man that supplies the money and takes the 
riflk. But the cultivator is fai better off al«o than it he had 
l»een workirg for hire, for then he would not have labourfid 
half flo steadily as hia interest in the result of the crop induces 
Iiimtodo. 

Until roeentty, the habits of deboucheiy I Lave men- 
tionedf together with the low value of agricultural produce, 
usiuiliy nrohibilcti the advance of the aborigiiml eultlvator 
from thio stage. The hanxat reaped, any grain that might 
fall to his shore waa at once taken to the spirit-dcalcr (who 
usually combined grain-dealinp with liis more nemiciotia 
trade), and converted into Mhowa spirit — gangs of Ginds at 
thia sesAon being conalantly to be seen rolling about in a 
peipetual fltate of dmnkenneRs, or sitting, blear-eyed, nt the 
door of the bothy, imt:l the laat of their earnings hud bwin 
dissipatod. Thifl efTectocl, they bad no resource but to work 
during the rest of the ^ea^ion, until sowing-time should ;i^mii 
arrive, at occavionul jobs of wood-cutting or ro8d-niaking. 
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or atiytliing that might turn up, always getting drunk 

whencvov opportunity serv'od. 

Great niiinberB of them, when once thoy had r^orted to 
thegrog-fihop,D(?vp!figaiii became their own miiat<?rB, remain- 
ing practicaDy the hond slave? cf the spirit-dealer ever aftor. 
And this introducea one of the moat pernicious evils with 
which we had to contend in the early daya of forast con- 
eervatioti. A very great amount of timher, bain])ooB, grass, 
and other forest produre is annually required by the people 
of the plains for liDuse-l>uildiiig and repairing, fencirg tln*ir 
fieldft, and other agrinnltural pjirposep- The tiinl>er- bearing 
tracts in tlie nciahbourliodd ol the cultivated plains having 
long since been cleareilT aH this has to be brought down from 
the interior of the hills ; and such work can only be done by 
the bold and hartly abfiri^nes. Almost tlie whole of tliis 
trade had got into tlie hantla of the Kular^, or spirit-dealers, 
by means of the power they had obtained over the trifaca 
by their devotion to strong potations. Badly off aa the 

tjoor G6nd was in the hands of the agricultural money- 
ender, he was at least paid in whotegome grain or hard coin ; 
hut here the uiiivei"sa] pracli*"e wn» ti.i pay liini in liqwir, 
ail except the pittance neccs&arj' tc> keep body and soul 
together in the way of food and raiment* Often the Kular» 
united the fftroc trades, making the G6nd cultivate imautuinn 
crop of grain for liis own sub^ist-cnc* and the trader's pryfit 
at a seatiun when forest npemtions were impo^ible, exchange 
ing his aiiri>lim giain for liquor immediately aftner, until he 
had him deep in his booka again. aTid then sending him out 
to the foreatfl to cut wood to repay him, and to purchase 
back some of his own grain for subid&t^nce. He was clean 
done and cheattd at every tiuii, having to Ifibuiir lite a 
horse, and getllng out of it nothing but a sc^inty subsistence, 
and as much vile liquor as he could swallow without inter- 
fering too much with hia w<»rking power. Tfiis trade hud 
become euormouhly prcjfitablc. The nimibori? of the enttc 
of Kulira^ who alone can legitimately deal in spirits, were 
]iniite<]; and tliey swm wei'e rolling in wealth. A ilinsolute 
flaunting eet by nature, they did no gfxil with the money 
they thus earned, spending it chiefly m gambhng and de- 
bauchery, and in lowlijig themeelvee and their women with 
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ive golden oraamcnts. The eviU of the ^8t«m were 
cutiblc. In his wild atate the ti^nd or Koritfi hns been 
recognised to be trutMiil and honest, occasionally Ircuking 
out into paRsion whici might lead to violent crime, but 
icee from tfl*ndency to mean or habitual crimixiality. Now 
became a thief mid a PCOundrcL His craving for drink 
mode him a ready tool in tlie hands of every designing knave ; 
imd to the dangerous temper of the drunken savage he Roon 
began to add the viciousiieBs of a debui^cd and desperate 
character. To the forests the injury was Rrai'^eiy \q^. 
Having no implements hul tfieit Ultle axes, and their em- 
ployers being whclly iiidifrrrent to ^.^uinomirjil procossra^ 
th«« woodcutters procured their material in the moat 
wasteftil way pceaiblc. To procure a post for a cattle-pen 
a straight young t^ak sapling of ten or fifteen yeara* growth 
would be felled, and a piece six feet long taken from itH 
m]<ldle, all the rest being left to j>erifth. To prtjcure a plank 
for a door a mature tree would be rut down, and hewn away 
to ttie requisite thicknefls \\'ith the axe. Timljer was then 
doubllei;H cheap beeatiBo nothing but tho labour of these 
downtrodden raeeti was ex^nd^ in procuring it, and as 
many of them as they deeired coidd be procured by the 
fipiril-dealem for a wage which to the latter was aJnkont 
nothing. In thoee dayi^ the excise arrangements being 
very las, the duty levied on spiriti* was very low; and 
enough liquor could be brewed to make ft G6cd drojik for 
about a penny of our money. No foreet^f eould fitand f^uch 
a drain iis Hm] and thiu wasl^jful system uf working them 
was one of the main cnii£c» of their iinj>endii]g exhaustion. 
It ia fortunate that, imder an improved admmistration» 
s were found at once to put a stop to this wholesale 
, and to greatly ameliorate the condition of the aboriginal 
ourer. The first step in this direction was the intro- 
duction of H new exci?ic law, under which the formerly 
unri'jstrittttl pcjwcr cf establishing ftpirit-stiUs and grog-*^opfi 
omong the aooriginca waa withdrawn. Uquor was allowed 
to bo distilled only at certain central placee, and on payment 
of a fixed and conidderable etill-Lettd duty, A eertajn 
number of retail iilitjps only were allowed, sufficient in number 
and poMti^m to supply all the proper le^uireinentA of the 
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people, and r.nj>ablc of being regulated by the jK-Iice. without 
iorciiig temptation In the way of the lesR proWdent clause?. 
Tho licenses for thie restricted niHnbex of shops were let by 
public aurtiotu Now CHm« a Just retribution on the wlioCe 
race of KiiIAra. There were far more of them engaged iu 
the liquor-trade than were required to maa thewe Siops; 
all were wealthy and rccklesa, and also jealous of each other : 
and HO a strong competition for the Uceiiees f^et in among 
tliem. Fabulous flums were bid at the auctions in many 
ras^s; aad everywhere the price of liquor was so fcreed up 
by thw and the hea^'y fttill-heod duty tnat the poorer classes 
could no longer afford to drink it in excessive quantity. 
Sales thua dinainiehcd^ while the csponfles of a shop wore 
largely iiic?xefi£ed; and the result was the almost umversal 
ruin of the KulSrs, and the complete brejdiiiig up of their 
syaf^m of traCRc. The gnld ornaments they had flaunted 
to the world gradually disappeared, and many of them 
€iided in utter bankruptcy. It m^y, pcrhaiis, be regretted 
that a less sudden and seemingly oppreBsive method of 
curing the canker that was eutuig into the frontier society 
did not suggest itself; but it is diUieult to pity so vicious 
and unscnipulous a tribe aa these Kulars, Though the 
conaumptioiL of liquor has fallen o£F inimenficly, the state 
revenue hae not BuScred, the avou-cd object of getting " tho 
maximum of revenue with the minijnum of coiieumplioa " 
being fully attained. 

The wjiiipleiiienl to thia overhauling c»f the excW law 
was the iutioduLtion of our aj'ateui of forest conservation. 
So large a subject, regarding which so httle knowledge 
existed, could not be expected to be dealt with iu an entirely 
Batisfactcry manner all at once- Some mistakea were made, 
the chief of sut-b being to attest too much on a sudden, 
and with insufficient means. The management of all our 
irametifie tracts of waste was thro^^n upon one or two oHicets, 
who had not yet oven explored the country, and had nothing 
be^dea to guide them, and who were expected to administer 
a code of rule** in detail, tliroughout thia ai-ea, which was 
aftei-wards found to be Tiiuch too strict, and t-a bear very 
hardly on the people. It cx>uld not be done; and tilings 
camv» ere long, to a dead lock, till dolvcd by the rulc6 them- 
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selvefl passing into a dead lett<*r. Presently the proper 
remaly was appKal, by roaerving l!ie most prnmising lor^ta 
to be directly ruan^i^rd by tlm s[>prin! Pdivst Dp-pArtment, 
while the great<ir portion -tvas left to be lucked after by the 
ordinary <?ivi] officcn?. Improved experience has blill further 
improved the eysWrm; but the main feature* of it were 
struck out as early aa 1804. Restrictions on tLe nietbod 
of felling timber were imposed, and a fixed tiinber-duty 
levied. These meaflurpa, ii in aome case« not iinopcn to 
exception, at lea^t had the effect of inducing a more econo- 
mii^l Bvat^m of working the fore&ta< The aborigircfl stall 
furnish the labour in the foteet*, and, being paid in coin at 
the regulrtt market vjilue u( their work, are enabled l<> jirofit 
by whatever they can eani. For some lime tlie breaking 
Cp of the Kidar system left a want of private agency iri the 
timber trade ; and the Forcet Department itself had to step 
in and arrange for the supply of the coimtry. At the lime 
thia was beneficial in many reapect«, enabling us to utilise 
mofit of the fully ripe standing trees, and the Ictgs lying 
in thftforfiftt, by Piihajjcing the price until it became remu- 
ner^tive to take these out. Now, however, this has ceased 
to be necessaiy, and tlicrc arc sufficient legitimate dealers 
in the trade to supply all wants. 

It was some time before we ventured to interfere witli 
the devastation caused by the wild tribes In their systeni of 
tillage by axe and firfi which haa bften (le**cril>ftd. Having 
acquired the reputation of ''savageand intractable fore^tera, ' 
it waa with oougiderable hesitation that the first stcpft were 
adopted. The moBt promising foresta were encircled by 
bouidary line«, nuirkiil by terror- inspiring masonry pillara, 
wjUiin which the formation of dliya clc^uings wan nrobibited, 
Thft people obeyed with scarcely a murmur ; ana pressently 
the rules were extended to the great mass of the woetcs, 
in so far tliat the cutting of valuable timber for clearings 
was forbidden, except under such arrangements as afloided 
a prospect o{ the reclauiatiun of the land being j)ermfLHent, 
To the wildf^t of the tiibcs certjiin areaft were assigneiij 
auflicient to aflord room for a rotation of sites for their dhya- 
fieUlB. It cftimot be mid that those comprehensive ic&tric- 
tiood have been everj-whcro enforced to ihe icit4ir, nor was it 
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to be expected. But tlifi general effect has be.cn vciy TDArked : 
the "intractable foresters " havesltowii a I'eaf ly acqmesccnco 
in flrningemonte, the object and neccesity of which were 
c&iefully shown to thciii ; nnd year by year the Influence of 
law ia more tully acknowledged and felt in the fcjrest r«gionti> 
The habits of the aborigines are now greatly changed 
for the better- Excessive and constant dninkenneaa Balmost 
unknown^ though drinking to a greater extent than is good 
for them on oooasioDB has not entirely ceased. The whole 
of their earnings is not now dissipfl.t'Cd in drmk; and the 
Qccuimiiiition of the little cap'tal needed tru sUut cultivation 
on a more regular system is now [lossiljle to them alh An 
imraenae assistance in tliia respect has been derived from 
the great enlianccmont in tlic value of all agricultural pro- 
dace, conaequent on the opening up of the country and the 
American Wan Large areas in the west of India, winch 
formerly j-i^ilded cei-eals, have l>epn devoted to the pro* 
diiction of cotton, and a great extension of cultivation to 
supply the consequent scarcity of food -grains has taken place, 
and is atUl progressing, wherever the country is fitted by 
proper communicationa to yield an exportable supply. The 
great undertakings in railways, and other puhfic works, 
which have marked the last decade, have al«u much increased 
the demand for labour; and even tlic natural produce of 
these central wilds has acquired a commercial vtdue which 
it never before posscsBed. Before I left India, the agentfl ol 
Bombay mercantile houses were probing the recGiTfies of my 
district (Nitnar) in search of varioUH articles of natiu"al pro- 
duction which had suddenly become valuable for export, 
8U[ih as the oil-}-iclding seeds of the Mhowa {Bofisia htifolia), 
and the pure gum of the Dhkira {Cariocarpfis MJQli'iis). 
Altogether a now era >ias dawned for these " diildron of the 
forest,*' The relation between labour and capital, lone 
urlavoorable to the formerj has U?cn rcvorHed, and harJ 
nipecs are finding their way into the hills of GVindw/ina, to 
the material improvement of the circnmfttancea of it-s deTiizens, 
instead of the poiaonouii hquor which was (aat luuiTing them 
to destruction. Their contact with the Hindu races was 
long to them nothing but a curee ; but there is now a general 
agreement of opinion that of late they have been fast improv- 
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ing» both in woll-bcizig and in ctaracter, Wliero they ErtUl 
continue to work as farm-servants they receive better wages, 
and save something out of them; and, eitJier from »uch 
savings or from tJieir large earaiiigs on the railwav works, 
many have fmmd tlie meAns to setue do^nii as small farmera 
on tl;cir own accoitnt> Even as borrowers their credit is 
mueh improved, A gtvai deiU of capital h now seeking the 
profitable investment offered by agiicultuie; and loaus are 
given on easier tenns even to these still somewhat unretinble 
settlers. ''The high price obtainable for oil-seeds of late 
ycaXB has perhaps done more towards this than anything 
elae. It takee a mere handful of seed to sow an acre of 
UBee (fififiamum); it Nourishes with the rudest tillage oti 
half-deared land, for wiii4_^li no rent in usually paid for the 
first three years; and !t ia cut and ai^ld by the b^iiming of 
November. I kinow two ' imencimibered ' Koikiie who in 
i8C7 claired thirty acres o£ hght hmd, and sowed it with 
tiBoe. They borrowed SO rupees (£8) to boy bullocks and 
implements, and two mnne^s (1920 lb.) uf jowarm (miUct] 
t.o t?at. Tlie iuterebl on the uiuney-debt wii* 20 rupeen, ana 
aA iifinal, doulile the qnafitity of grain bad to be paid back 
at harvest. They ba<l no other expen^^i, no rent being 
charged, and they themselves doing all the lalxjur. The 
produce was 75 maiituh (6150 lb,) of oil-seed, which sold 
for 215 rupees (£21 10s.), from whith tbey repaid the 80 
ruixW worth of gmui jind 100 nitM-t-s hi cash, leaving fhem 
_ ers of 35 ntpRea (£3 10*.), after paying off the whole 
of tiicir debt. Thus they got a stocked form, free from 
debt, in a single season, bv their own manual labour alone, 
which would afterwards yield them at least £10 apiece per 
annum, or much more than they ruuld live on in comfort. 
The money-lender at the same tune i^leaied 40 per nent. on 
his money in eight monthe." ' Such a farm aa this may 
appear rather a miserable little affair to the English reader; 
but sucb are the imits of which the vast extent of Indian 
tillage Ls inndi^* u[> ; and tu obtiiin po»sesiuon of !>uch a liolding, 
with lis blender stocky i« tin object of ambition to miUions of 
labourem for a bare pubdstcnce. 

^ Extnot from u Kcport, by tho writer, uti tho Sotttemont of iht 
Htmii diatrict. 
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of February nuriibcrs of fliiirlu pilgrinw from the plains 
to the great shrine of Siv& in the Mihfidco hiUw began to peas 
my camp. TLcy usuully encamp at tlic foot of the hiil Ix-low 
the sliriiic ; anil, betidea the road over the pliiteau^ coiue by 
u way whkh leadu through the Denwfi valley below the Pucli- 
niurree starp, Seveiixl other ixMidn lead in frtun the south, 
all of which are rugged and difiirult^ and are traversed in 
fear and trembling by the pilgrimd. About this time I 
crossed over from Puchmurrec to vieit the opposite plateau 
of MotiliT, which was also at that timd under examination 
aa a possible site for a ^aiutarium in these provinces. The 
Ui^DWiV vallry iny between, iiecesaitating a de^^eiit and 
aaccnt of about 2600 feet each way. On my ret\im 
from Motiir on the 26th ol February I found the httle 
plain in the Denwd valley below the phrino, through 
which my road lay, swarminc with the pilgrims, some 
forty thoiLsaiuI of whom had collected in this lonely valley 
in a few days, and wei-e now ciowding up into the ravine 
where the cave ia sitiiated — a ravine tnrough which a 
week or two before 1 had tracked a herd of biaon ! 

Most of these annual gatheringB of pitgrims are, to the 
majority of the Hindijs who attend them, very much 
what ra<!e-meeiingrt and oattle-ahows are tn tlie more 
prar.tical Knglinhman — an episode in their hard-worked 
and rather colourlc&s existence, in which a nominal object 
of little interest in itself m made the excuse fur an " out- 
ing," the amusements of which chiefly conuist in bothiea 
for the sale of all sorts of mhscetianeoua articles.. univ<^rsal 
gossiping for the elders, and peep-Hh(»w8 and whirligigs 
tor the younger members. It is surprising how the familiar 
fcatiirefl of a fair at home come out, in an oriental enstume, 
at these Bo-called religious gatherings. The cow with 
five UpA and the performing billy-goat adequately repre- 
sent the woolly hur** *Liid the dtincing bear of our child- 
hood. The acrobats arc tliere to the life, tying thfm&elvca 
into identical knots we loved so wclL The begging gipay 
appears in the fantastie Jogcc, Oingcr-pop and orangoa 
are even faintly typified in Mhowa grog and sticky uvrc^t* 
meaU4. Aunt Satly alone is nowhere : there is nothing 
at all reBeuibUng the uproariouH mirth of that ancient lady- 
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Doubtless at aU th^se gatherings thore ate a certain 
number of genuine pilgrims, whoAe end in coming is tde 
pe-rforniance of sacrecl rites at these holy shrines at such 
holy seasons ; ior the fairs are all held at times when the 
worship of the local deily i3 held to be particularly effica- 
cious But generally their number is no greater a pro- 
portion of the whole thao is that of the " membera of the 
ting" in a Derby crowd. Such gatheringa usually occur 
near the large rnentrea of population, where solemn temples 
crown some sacred eminence by the holy NarbadA. But 
the gathering at the Mah^ideo ehrinc was of another 
character from these holiday outings. It draws its multi- 
tudes Into a reniote and deaolate valley surrounded by the 
'* eternal hilla," where the Grejit God has his chiefest 
dwelling-place in these central regions. No gorgeous 
temples or impressive ritual attract the sightseer. The 

Sathways leading to the place are more traclcs, soarccly 
iacemible in the rank jangle, and here and there scaUng 
Ijrecipitous rocks, where the feet of counties pilgrims 
lave worn steps in the stone. Young a-ud old have to 
track out these paths on foot; and all the terrora of 
pciitilence, wild beasta, and the demons and spirits of the 
waste aiu"round the approach in their excited ima^ations. 
Arrived at the foot of the holy hill, the pilgrim find* 
neither jollity nor anything more than the barest require- 
ments of existence awaiting him. Ilia food is dry parched 
grain, hU couch on the naked earth, during his sojourn 
in the presence of Mdh^dovd. Should ho be among the 
first to arrive, the tiger may chance to dispute with him 
the right to quenrb his tliirst at the watering- n lace in tha 
Dctiwa river. ^ Those who come to a place like this for 
pleasure mu^ he few indeed. 

On my way back to Puchmurrec, as I paasetl through 
the assembled multitudes, many of them were atartinff, 
after a dip of purification in the holy stream^ to scale 
the heights that contain the sliiine. My way also lay 
up the pilgrims' pass; and as 1 went 1 passed through 
nuineroua groups of them slowly toiling up the steep 

^ Ae I went to Motur un tliH dcoosjoq £ ujlw the track of a tigjsr 
^fheX9 xhs pilgrune dnnkp Tboy hod not tlion ftmvcd, of course* 
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iTsceTit of nearly two thousand feet Both men mnd woinen 
:med tlie diroof^, th^^ former stripped to the wukt and 
led with n cIc^ti wliite cloth, th^ liotlzuutu) murk^ ol 

[red and yellow which distinguished them A8 worshippers 
of Siv& feeing newly imprinted on theit arma acd fore- 
heads* The women retained their imml oostume; but 
the careful veiling of face nnd fignre^ attended to on 

^GomnioiL occu&ions by bigh caate ladies, was a c*Jod deal 
iXed in ilip cxrtffiiietit of the onr^Hsiim (and l^esidea, 
were tliey not on tbeir way to be absolved of all sin?}; 
and not inconsiderable revelations of the charms of many 
of the good damos, of light brown skins and jot black 
Ej'es, were permitted by the wayward behaviour of their 
Sowing ruLe» ah they turned to stare iii astoninlimeut at 
ihti fioheh and hbi atracgely attired atteadaot^ pegging 
away past them up the hill with double-barrelled riflea 
on their shoulders* All were talking and laughing gfiily — 
BOW and then shouting out *'Jae,Jae, Miihddeo I" {Victory 
to the Greaf God), The cry raised by ench as he took the 
ficwt sUip un tlif hill was taken up by all the forward groups, 
till it died away in a confused hum among the crowd 
who had already reached the ehrine, far up in the bowela 
of the hilL Gloom and terror are the last scntimcntB in 
the rehgious feeling of the HindA, even when approaching 
the ahrine of the deity who ha« been tailed the lV»st.royer 
ilk thnir trinity of gods. lb is considirred BufliciL-ntly 
meritorious to ])erform such a pilgrimjigR an this at all. 
without further adding to its misery by wailing and gnaah- 
ing of teeth. They boUove it will do them good, beoauso 
the priejits say bo; but they do not think it necessary to 
weep over it, and " boi! their peas " when they can. But 
at the lie^t it ia a hard rlaniher for those unui<e<l U^ toil. 
The old and decrepit, the fat trader, and the delic»te high- 
bred woman, have to halt and rest often and again as 
thoy labour up the hill. The path vms a zig-zag; and at 
cvfiy turn wme convenient utoLc or rocky ledge lia^ 
bt-en worn sniuoth by thceu t^tings of geueratioue of 
pilgrims. 

For a long way before the shrine waa reached the path 
lined on either »ide by rowd of leligioua meudicantfl 
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and devotees, spreading before them open cloths to receive 
ahn^ clothed in aslies picked out by t-]»e white homontal 
paint marks of the followers of SlvA, Tilth girdle of twiatod 
rope and !org felted locks, ho)low-eyed and hideoue, jing- 
ling a huge pair of iron tongs with movable rings on them, 
and shouting out the praiaes of Mah&deo. The dang of a 
large fbie-timed bell and the hum of a multitude of voioes 
reached our e&rs, as, eurmounting (be last shoulder of the 
hill, we entered the narrow valley of the shrine. A long 
dim aialc, betwixt Iiigh red sandatone cliffs, and canopied 
by tall mango troce. led up to the cave. The roots of the 
great mangoes, of wild pkntaine, and of the sacred Chum- 
I ..Ti^ro fixed ill cracks In the pavement of the rock. 
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Tlie cave itself opens through a lofty natural arch in 
a vertical sandstone cliff; and for about three Imndred 
feet runs straight into the bowels of the hilK !t is without 
doubt natural ; and a considerable fitream of clear cold 
vrater iseuea from a cleft at ita further end. Here is set 
up the little conical atone (lingam) which roproeonts the 
god, and attracts all these piigrims once a year. No 
temple made irith hands, no graven image, notliiug of the 
umial pomp and ceremony of Bnihminic^l worship, adomfl 
this forest shrine, Outaide on a platform a Brauman sits 
yy chanting pa33agc9 in praiac of the god, out of the local 
■ Si\'ite gospel (the Reu^ Kfianda); and a little way off an 
old woman tolls the great bell at intervals. But within 
there is no ofBoiating priest, no one but a retainer of the 
aboriginal chief whose right it has been from time im- 
memorial to act aa custodian of the shrine, and to receive 
the offerings of the pilgrims. No pilgrim ever brings more 
up the liili with Jiim than he means to offer; for he may 
take back nothing — his last rupee, and even the orna- 
ments of the women, must be left on the shrine of the 
god» Before passing into the cave the pilgrim leaves with 
the Brahmans outside (along with a sufficient douceur) his 
pair of small earthen vessels for the receipt of holy water. 
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fte fcliey fill from the streani^ seal up, and returD to the 
pilgrim, who then proceeds to make the tour of the holy 
places on the QliiHdeo hills. This takes him the whole 
of tho reouiinder of thft day. At each place a coooa-nut 
18 offered ; and httle piles of stones, like childi^n'* card- 
houecA, are erected at some poiut of their peregriiintions 
fcc) signify a di^sire for a inansinn in Kailax— the hoiiven 
of Siva, Many of the places which shouii m theory he 
viaited arc very ioacccHsiblc, auoh as the top ol the Cfi&o- 
radec peak, and %'6ry l&vf of the pilgrims make the whole 
round. 

I I Hat for some hours in the ravine sketching the eDlmnee 
TC the cave and the picturesque throng ahoiit it. A few 
Aulky looks from the profc^aioua! roligioniftts, and a draw- 
ii^ olofier of their garments by the ladiee, when they saw 
my occupation, were all the notice I met with. The 
bright cNjlouring which gives such a chnim to coiigrt'gatioua 
of Hindus was heightened by the general lioliday attire of 
the worshippers on this occasion ; and, la the mellowed 
light from above, which percohited rather than ahone 
through the canopy of fohage, would have formed a subject 
worthy of a much better artist than myself. It was hard 
to bu^eve that a]l this gay gathering had come in a day, 
and would go in another, lea%Hiig the valley a^ain to the 
biKon and the junglc-fowK Unlike most ehrmca where 
Buch pilgrimages occur, no ouc remains to look after the 
god when the pilgrims are gone. The bell ie mmlung and 
taken away, being evidently looked upon as the only 
thing of value in the place. Wlien I first visited im 
cave 1 fotmd that the (Ireat Ood had been better attended 
to by the wild bcafrta of the foreat than by hid human 
woreliipners— a i}anthep or hyena having evidently been 
in the uaily habit of leaving the only oSering he could 
tnakt* bi-'fiJii' Inn slirine I 

It is n common idea amongst li]aTopean» that the worship 
at thcAc 8ivitc ahrines includes rites or mystericd of aD 
obaccne character^ I bcUevc this to be whoUy groundless. 
No such thing could take place, here at any rat*, except in 
public among a dense crowd ; and ULnther here nor at any 
other of the many shrines that 1 have visited have I 
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either scon or heard of such a practice. It is undoubtefl 
that the finmll accla who worship of Sakti, or lenialc power 
of Siv&, do indulgo in such obscenity. Their unholy rites 
aw not, however, practised at the public nhrinea, out in 
the dark seidiLsioii nf tlieir sei'ret nieetitig-pLicea ; hih] 
their exii*tence I believe is wholly unknown to the great 
majority even of the ordinary followers of Siva, 

There is one objcot which will iiltnict" attention near 
thia shrine of Siva, and which will receive a remarkable 
exi3Unation, Projet'ting from the edge of a sheer and 
lofty cliff above the sacred brook is hung a t^mall white 
Sag. Innocent- loo king enough it ia; but it marks a spot 
where, "in the days that are forgotten," human victims 
hurled theuiselvea over the rock as sacrifices to the bloody 
Ivdb and Kal-Bhairava, the consort and son of Sivd the 
lestruv^er. The British Government, which camiot be 

lUHed of timidity in forbidding so-calle-d religious customs 
which are contrary to humanity, has long since put a slop 
to thoEio bloody ritoa. For centuriea, however, they were 
a regular part of the show at these annual pilgrimages, 
both here and at other principal shrinee of SlvA, They 
are comiected with the worship of the terrible niythii^al 
developments of the gi>d al>nve mentioned — forms which 
have, with aomc prtibabiHty, l>ccn conjectured to be 
aboriginal deities imported into the Braliminical pantheon. 

Far to the west of Puchmurree^ in the dislrict of KimSr, ■ 
is a rocky island in the Narbada river called M^ndhSttd, " 
on wliich is situated the shrine of Siva called OnikAr — 
one of the olde^ and most famous in all India. Like that fl 
at Puchmurrco, it is situated among rugged hills and 
jungles; but it has evidently at one time been the seat 
of a great centre of Sivite woridiip. Ancient fortifications fl 
fiunnomit its etj.arpsi and the area of nearly two square 
miles enclosed is piled up with the ruins of a thoiL5and 
gorgeous temples, Tho most ancient of the temples at 
which worship is still paid are held by aboriginal Bhccia 
ft» their custodiiin*. and the more recent by a Bhil4l& 
family, who admit thpir rpiiuite derivation from the former, 
A legend is liere current, and based on writing of some 
EUitiquity, that Kdii and Kal-Bhaiiava were here wor- 
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^Tiliippcd hy the Bhcele, long bftfi^re the woTBhip ot Omfear 
(Slvfi) was introtliiced along with th« RijplH ft<lv<Miturcr 
and Lis atteinlftnt priest, who were the tmccstors of the 
proswil. BliiUU [tufltiK^iflii nrd t>f tlic liiTttlitary high 
pricnt of Siva's shrine. The R^jpdt is said, by alliance 
with the Bhcck, to have obtained the hcodsmp of the 
tribe; and the holy man who accoimpanied him, to have 
«taved bv hiB austerities the ravages of their savage deitice, 
loouinj; Kdii up in a cavern of the hill (and if you do not 
lKfli'?\T il> yiHi limy Htill see tlie cav^rfj rliwcd np)^ and 
vowing tf" Bhftirttva ftn annual aifU'rilire of InimAn beingr^. 
■ Listen now to the indutemcnta which the local Sivitc 
" goapcl ' holds forth to devotees to ca«t tliemsolvea fjom 
the rock, '^ At Omkdr-MdndhittA is Kal BhairavS. 
Begarding it, Parbatl (wife of SivA] said unto twenty-five 

*cmre8 of the daughf-ers of the Gandhan 4» (angela) : 
* Your nuptials will be with peraons who 8hal] have ca^t 
themficlves over that n>ck/ Whoever tJins devotee liimBelf 
^ to K&l Bhflimvu will receive forgiveneea, even though he 
H had killed a Brahman, Let the dc*votee make a figui^e of 
the sun on a cloth; and tJike twi) llsigs, a club, and a 
chau:ar^ in hifi hands, and proceed ioyo\isly with music to 
the rock. Whoever shall bodily cast himself down and 
die* ttill be married to a Gandharva. But if he fall faint- 
heartedly hi& lot will be in helh Whosoever turns back 
again in terror, each step that he takes shall he equivalent 
thir guill^ of tilhiij^ a BrahiraTi; luit he who boldly 
hinl^^lf over, each step thut he takc^ is cqo&\ in 
merit to the performance of a sacrifice. Let no Brahman 
cast hitnsdf frotn the rock. A devotee who hiw broken hifl 
vows, a parricide, or one who has committed iiiceet, diall 

I by than sacrificing himself beeome sinless/* 
In 1822, a Runipean officer of our (joveniniput witnessetl 
the death of almost the last victim to Kal Bhairavil at 
this shrine. The ialand then belonged to a native State 
' The NnnnftdA Khuiid^, wLich profceHvu to boii part (A thv Skandft 
^^l£ii&. A mut« difUtlod ai-iruuut of l\\v Hifly laluiid uikI ila SiiriuMi, 
by tlie Author, will h^ found in th« "Ccut.rul Provmci>& Ottn.<tt«^r," 
Aooofit) Litton. 

' A yiika tail UMd lur Iftximng. eta. 
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(Sindii), and our Government had not then begun to 
interfere with such bloody rites. The poUctc&l officer 
Vfho wrote the account of it was therefore unable to 
prevent it by force. I carae on the description a few 
yeJir» ugn in MS., hidden away among many otht^r forgotten 
papers in the fiovemment nx:ord roum of the Nimar 
district. The concluding portion may be interesting^ aa 
perhaps the only account on record, by an eye-witncfis, 
of such an occurrence. After narrating hf»w lie vainly 
urged everj' argument on the youth to dissuade him from 
lus de^gn, the >\Tit«r pmceeds to lelati? liow he acciitu- 
panied him nearly np to the iatti] n»cl^- " I took care/* 
he eays, **to be present at an early hour at the rcpro- 
aeniation of Bhyroo (Bhairava), a rough block of basalt 
smeared with red paint, before which he must necessarily 

f»reseni and prostrate liimself, ere he mounted to the 
ofty pinnacle whence to spring on the idoL Ere long 
he amved, prtrceded by rude music. He approached the 
amorphous idol with a light foot, while a wiliS plcaaure 
marked his coimtenance. As boou ae this subsidc<l. and 
repeatedly during the painful scene, I addressed myself 
to him. m the most urgont possible mamier, to recede 
from hia raah resolve, pledging myself to ensure him 
protection and competence for his life, I had taken the 
procaution to have a boat close at hand, which in five 
minutes would have transported us beyond the sight of 
the multitude. In vain I urged him^ He now more 
reaoluttly iep!i<*d thut it was beyi^nd humtin power to 
remove the sacrifice of the powerful lihyroo; evincing 
the most indomitable determination, and displajnng so 
great an lufatuatiou ae even to request mo to eavc him 
from the fell da;;s^r of the priestess.* should he safely 
alight upon the idol. So deep-rooted a delusion could 
only be surmounted by force; and to exercise that I waa 
unauthorised. While confronted with the idol, hia delu- 

1 The priefitcBfi here reCerred lo waa probably the BLf^I costoJiaa 
ol Ibe ehrine. Tlicm b n^tbng to prcvcci tht; hcrcditftry ciistotliaa 
Irom Living betro b. ftinuli- at llutt time; but jtrimifsxcji^ |fropeily 
Ape&king, luivi^ naver ^xiittcj in Indiu. Her receipt of lue culio<^lion8 
Uom tbo people nltio indicate thiB oonoluaon. 
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sion )i;ftmo<I str^ng^h: and the barbarous tltroiig cheered 
with votci; sLnd luiiicl, when by his motions he indic-atecl a 
total and continued disregard of my pftrsuaAions to de.«iUt. 
He made hia offering of cocoa-nuts, first breaking one ; 
and he emptied into a gourd presented by the priestCAS 
hid previous collection of pica and cowries. She now 
tenderi?d to him aoiue urdeot spirit m the nut shell, first 
nial<ing lier rou drink name from his hand, to obviate al! 
eufipicion of its being drugged. A little waa poured io 
libation on the idol. She hinted to him to dehvcr to her 
the silver rings he wore, In doing bo ho gave a proof of 
angular coUecteducsg, One of the fir^t he took off he 
concf^aled m hin month till ht? had presented to lier all the 
rest, when, searching among the surrounding coimtenancea, 
be pointed to a man to whom he ordered this ring to be 
given. It wa8 a person who had accompanied him from 
Uojein. An eogernees was now evinced by ecveral to 
submit bracelets and even betel-nuts to hia sacred tom;l. 
1I« composedly phiced sucli in his mrjuth and retiuiicd 
them. The priestess at last presented biro with a pann 
Icaf,^ and he Iclt the spot with a drm step, amidst the 
plaudite of the crowd. During the latter half of his ascent 
he was much concealed from view by shrubs. At length 
be Appeared to the achbig sight, and st^iod in a bold and 
erect pri^^ture upon the fatal eminence* Home short time 
he ]>fks&ed in agitated motiouB on tbe stone ledge^ tossing 
now and then hm unns aloft as if employed in invocation. 
At length he ceased; and, in »low motions with both his 
hundd] made farewell salutatiomi to the assembled multi- 
tudi*. This done, he wJiirletl down the cow;a-nnt, mirror, 
icnife, and lime^ which he had continued to hold ; and 
stepping back waa lost to view for a moment — a pause 
that cauflcd the head to swim, the heart to sink, and the 
fleah to creep. The next second he burst upon our agonised 
sight in a most matiful leap,^ descending feet foremfiHt 
with terrific rapidity, till, in mid career, a projecting rock 
versed hi^ position, and caused a headlong fall. Instant 



^ Tbo usual aignal for tlia tCTmbatifiCL of a foroial irttermw, 
' The \>hnM IB i-ullpil tho " Bir-KaU'* rock, wlucli I beliovo muans 
liu rally m " bwilJuI leaj^/' 
1. 
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deatii followed tliia tlesrent of ninety feet, anJ terminated 
the existence of thia youth, wliose fitr^ngth of faith and 
fortitude would have adorned tJie noblest cause, and must 
command admiration wlien feelings of horror hftvo aab- 
Bidod. ThuE closed the truly appalling accne/' ^ 

With the exception of the murder of a poor old wonnan 
who shrank from the fatal leap when omught to tb© 
brink, but wha memlessly pushed over by the excited 
religionist?^ this was the la^ of these aocrificca that 
wofl permitted, ibo ooiuitry ooming in 1824 under our 
ftdnunii^tration. 

But the [Hjwers of ftvil vt'^tg not yet to b^ baulked of 
their victims. The Briti:sh rJovemment couid pr**veTit 
deluded and drugged devotees from ciiating tlierasclvcfl 
over the Bir-Kali rock; but it could not deprive Kill 
and KiU-Bbairavu of their fell executioner— the cholera 
demon. Year by year the pestilence invaded the eiicainp- 
menta of the pifgiims. Sanitary scien*.* would say that 
it Aroflft from the germs of rli^a^^ brought from the fester- 
ing gullies of the great cities, and pu^^hed into activity 
by the expofturet batl food, defiled neigbbourbood, and 
poisoned water, of the pilgrim camps. But the Hindi 
saw nothing in it but the wrath of the offended Divinity 
claTming his sacrificp. Year after year the gntheringa 
were broken up in wild disorder. The valley of the cave, 
the steep hill-side, and that green glade in the Sal forest, 
were left to bury their dead, wluie the multitude fled 
affrighted over the land, carrying far and wide with 
them the seeds of death. Everywhere their traekfi were 
markeil by unburied rorphes; and the remotest villagefl 
of the Nftfbada valley and the country of the south felt 
the anger of the destroying fiend. A pilgrim fleeing from 
the fatal gathering could find no rest for the sole of hia 
foot. The villages t>n his road closed their gates againat 
him as if he were a mad dog; and many who escnjied th6 
disease perished in the jungle from starvation and wild 
beasta. At last, after a terrible outbreak of cholera in 
1665, the Government prohibited the usual gathering at 

'EiLrart fmm u letter c»f 2%]i at NcyV(!Tiilier, 1^23, frum Qaptaiik 
DougluH, l'i>Utic«I AsdiBUnt in Nim^, to Hut Hewdoat at Iudor«. 
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tllc Mahadeo Cave. The people made no complaint. 
They do not scri<jualy care about these things when left 
ftlo&e by the priests; and here tho priests were satisfied 
by the continuance to the hereditary custodians^ on whom 
they weie dependent, of their average income from the 
pilgrimage, in the form of ft pension. It in very ilifferent 
when their gaiiiB arc affected. Two years ago a cholera 
epidemic throatt^ncd in Nimor, Eind the pilgrimage to 
OmkAr Mjlndhatt^ was clc»^d by order The priests and 
guunliunr; of tht- shrine were up in arms at onrt-, basing 
tliciir obii!ctionb entirely on the money Iohh tliey would 
aitfFer. Since the clt^sing of the Mdh^deo pilgrimage the 
dcitiea of deatniction have been baulked of their prey. 
The valley of the D6nwa, although now opened up by a 

{{ood timber road made to penetrate the Sil forest, no 
onger witju'.^ses the amiuat piJgriui cungru»«. Tlie Cave 
of the Sliriri(* is silent and deserted. 

The interruption to the business of the country cauacd 
hj these cholera outlmeaks used to be tenible. Whole 
villapes were sonictime^ swept away. I once marched 
nearly twenty miles to a fiinall G6nd village on one o£ the 
|)tlgriin trrt*^k«, in the district of Betii). I Imd been elud- 
ing the tnu/ks of rholera the whole of the hot 8eafton, 
and had escaped without a single case of the disease in 
my camp. My pe*)ple were almoat oxhaui^ted with such 
a long nmrch in the height of the hot season ; and I joined 
them at the village, likewise much knocked up by a long 
exploration in the bill.'*. 1 fmimi my tent-pitcner Ana 
one or two others wlnj bjul arrived atniggling to pitch the 
l^e tent, without the naual usf^istance rendered by the 
■villager* at tho camping place- They placidly told me that 
the villajj^e was no longer the homo of the living, every 
in the houses being dead of cholera I Tlic only living 
ol^ect in the place was a white knd, wandering about with 
a garhind round itn neck. It waR the scape-goat which 
thc^e simple people, after the manner of the Ifiiaelites of 
old, send out into the wildemesa on Gtuch oceaaiona to 
carry with it the spirit of the plague. Tired out us .we 
were, it wuh disith l-u ^tay in tins [ihice; **o we le-lcaded 
the things and marc^hcd eight milea further, etiaight into 
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the jangle; imd at nightfall pitched on; camp by the 
banks of the wide T&w& river, far from hum&n Imbitation. 
No one was eeised by the disease; and during all my 
marching, humanly apealdng I believe owing to proper 
sanitary preoautionfl, I never had a single case m my 
camp. 



CHAPTER V 
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THE LAY OF S-UNT LiffGO 

Th£ PardtiADs, or bards, of the G6nd tribes are in 
^lon of many rudely rbj'l.hmicEil pieces, which ib 

their functiun tu rcv.iU* on festive occasionH to their 
assembled constibuentF^r to bhc accompaniment of the 
twO'Btringed lyre. The beat and innet complete of 
these, extending to nearly a tbousaud bar^ or linea, 
was laboriously taken down in writing from the lips c^ 
Dii« of these PanlbuiiH by the lute Rev. Stephen Hislop, 
of the Free Ohurrli u( Scotland mif^ion at NAgpfir, But 
the lamented death of that indefatigable investigator 
into tbc history and mjiunors of the Central Indian peoples 
prevented tiis furuisliing it in a complete form- In a 
collection of his fjaiierii afterwards published under the 
wlitnmhip uf iSir R, Temple, this legend jippearwl at lengtli, 
with a tiansUition of each won! as it stood, only m far 
modified aa to conform to the first requiremcnta of Knglish 
grammar. In titis guise, although well euitod to the pur- 
poHea of the student, tbe piece iti utmost unintelligible to 
ordinary readers; and, if it be considered that the G6nd3 
bare never imd any written hinguage, and that thefle 
pie^e*^ have only been preserved hy tradition from one 
of these troubadours to another, it will not be aiiri)rifling 
that a good deal of recension is requifdte before it can bo 
made suitable to the general reader. Whether or not 
tin- piece has any original fiiuudation ui purely Ofiiid 
tradition may be matter of doubt; but it is certain that 
it haa become greatly overbid with the spirit and phraseo- 
logy of HindutBm, It professes to recount the creation 
of the original C!6nds at the handa of Ilindti (Slvaic) 
deities; what may be called their subsequent fall through 
the eating of ineaUi foibidden by Hindu law; their eiile 
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and impriaonment by the offended Hindfi dcitv; the 
appeaninoe l)y miraculous birth and life ftmong thoQi of 
HindO muxi named Udro^^ whom they ungratefully 
put to tleath, but who v\s^h agii.iii, and, niter much peiiiuioc 
and siiiTering^ delivers them from bondage, introdnoes 
Hindfi observances, tJie arts of agriculture, and the worahip 
of tribal gods, and eventually djeappearo and goes to the 
gods. The programme thus bears a singular resemblance 
in many respects to the legend of Hiawatha, the prophet 
of the Red Indians; and tci snme an even muie startling 
paraiielism may suggest, itself. 

My own opinion is that its origin is comparatively 
recent, subsequent to the propagation among the. GimU 
of Hindu ideas and riile^. It seems to possess tittle 
vahie ^s bearing on their origin, arisigning to them a 
northern de&cent, which is contradicted by the strong 
aouthem aUinities of their language, and which is obvioualy 
only introduced or part of the Hindti macliincry whien 
pervade-s the piece. A3 a eompoaitiou it haa little merit, 
though here and there exlubiting something of beauty, 
and more often a good deal of quiet humour. The styV 
of the original is very discursive, constantly losing sight 
of the narrative, often apparently leading to nothing, and 
full of repetitioti —defects which are probably the natural 
result of its usage as a ballad, handed do\vn by mere word 
of month. It gives the idea of having been composed 
by the gradual accretion mnnd a very slender tliread of 
ori^nal story of successive episodes, manufactured by tfie 
eemi-Hindu Fardhans for recitation before the almo&t 
entirely Hindu chiefs of the Ctinda* Yet even as such 
it possesses some interest, as exhibiting, in a aomcwimt 
dramatic form, the recent Hindi^isation of many of Uw 
G6nd tribes; and I have, acconlingly, endeavonrwl to 
throw it into a shape that will not greatly tatignc my 
readers, I have excised from it mo^t of the Hind6 
mythology with which it was overbid, and which was 
often anything but orthodox; and I have thmight it 

' Tliift Tuituo is proLflLly lypical nt f,!i^ Lingftot sect, who ftre known 
to Lavo actively prupfrg^tod tha %p<ir«lu|> vf tliv niixtlio SfvJi in tlio 
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to omit nearly the whole <>t the tatter part, whifth 
Msts of tirc«om<? dttitils at mari-uig€ and other t^cre- 
monial. which do noi even possess the value of being an 
accurule aojoiuit of the practice of the prei<ent day. 

Thus the preaent veraion is greatly reduced in hulk, 
and tA rather a paraphrase than a translation, though in 
many parts it will be found to adhere almost literally to 
the onginal, and little will be detected which has not 
some foimdalion theivin, 1 ghould, ])erhflps, npologiee 
fur tin? adfjptiiin of tlii.i Hiawfttliian metre and wtyle, 
and in a h^w casas even of the words of tho American 
poet, in a piece which may appear almost like a burlesque 
of hJB Red Indian legend. It m probable that the originals 
of the two legends may not have differed greatly in char- 
acter; and the close and curious parallelb*in between 
them could only lie brought out by tin* adoption id the 
method introduced by the author of Hiawalm^ and now 
familiar to the public. But the '* noble savage" of 
North America ia a very different character from the poor 
squalid G6nd of Central India ; and not even the gouiuK 
uf a r^ngfetlow or a FeniTnore Cnnper touM ihruw h 
halo of sentiment over the Utter and his surroiindinpi. 
I have therefore thought it best to give full play to the 
grotesque element in the tale, for whirh, it must be eon- 
feSRed, the Hiawathian style is provokingly well adapted, 
I should add that the serious student of (j6nd institutions 
hiLtl ht*Strr, perbnpH, prefer the nriginal tu tln^ version 
now offered. 



I 



I— TIIB CREATrON AND TRTBUUT10N3 OP TUB (JONDS. 
Id \hii Gli^QB of Seven Muun 



or Lhc Twelve }\i\U in ihe Vttllc>ii. 
la tike [iiouataJQ Lui^i!iu'iLau[ud, 

]a UiD Uowcimj! tree l'uli[iidi; 
In that dt:!dert kr uui-^prcadLiig 
Twcrlve roxK rouml hro«e no dwall- 

ins: 
*' Cftw *fiayiDg.tKcrieii4jcrGWWiu; 



*' Cb(i<j "buvihj^, there do bird WW ; 
*' EU^hum^' ^flrlng, there no tiger 

And tile Oods tvere gfVfttly 

trouhkii. 
In tlicU licttvealjr courta ADd 

eounriU 

tlkem. 



' The b^ipura nkouQt4una are j^tubably han refomd to. 
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^H Qoda of other oations Knt tbem. 


Kafjng ravr and eating rotten ; ^^^^| 


^^t EightcoD tJircfiiing-ftocirs ^ o£ Bmh- 


Enting antelope nnd nimbar, ^^^H 


^^^K mtiu. 


^^^^B gbct^en scones ^ of TclingJtnitft ; 


Etitiug qiiuils find eating pij^imM, ^M 


^^^^^ But no Goda of G6iida appeared 


Enting erowa uid kitw and vul- ^M 


^^^^^^ tiJcre 


turos, ^1 


^^^■^^bafilfa Glend of Seven MouQ' 


Euting Dokuuiu the Adjutantn ^M 


^^^^^^^B^^^V^pvPi 


Kating lizards, frt^gfi. And beetlen, ^| 


^ From the TwcWo HiUe m the 


Eating eo^£ and eating c^tvea, ^M 


■ VnWtyi. 


Eating m^c nnd female bulialocJi, ^H 


^H Then tbe Strong God KArtu 


Euting rutH, and mice, nnd bitndi- ^M 


^H Subai,^ 


roots; ^1 


^H Tltc first-born of M^&devJt, 


3d the Crondfi made qo distinction. ^M 


^1 or tht^ Great God Mdhidevd, 


For bolf B yest tJiey batbod nut. ^^ 


^H Pondered deeply m bb boi^om 


And their faces nioely ^xtubod not ^M 


^H cr a circuiafltancQ no curioutt ; 


Wbon tbey fell upon the dung- ^| 


^H Tendered much* and tbcn bo 


bills— ■ 


^^^ fuated, 


TbiLs nt iit^i. v/eTT\ bom the Koitor ^M 


^H D«yotce-lik« pruned luid tasted 


From the band of Klrto SubuL ^M 


^H For tbf} coming of tbo G6nd Goda 


Soon a etcncb began to \mt)c ^M 


^H Fniiit tbo Glciid cf Seven VAlle}-^ 


Prom the forests and tho ntoun- ^M 


^H To tlie oouncil^ of the Gadhead. 


lAinn — ^M 


^H Fondcrcd tbu£ till on liie left hand 


Stoncb of Gonds tlu^t livod bq ^^ 


^^M Hoac n most Portcntoud Tumour^ 


foidly. ^H 


^^^^ Tuniour lH}il'liko, r(!d, jind gruw- 


Rose the ^Toncb U> Mi^hjUlevJi. ^H 


^^B^ 


To Ha niountQiin Dewiilgiri-* ^| 


^^^^r fiiW^i druly, dail^ bif!f-cr. 


Wr.^thful ibcn bt^ctimc tho Great ^M 


^^F Til] it bui»is find friiin il^ cintn.' 


Gml, H 


^^1 Cnmo the KoJtcr/ cAine the^r 


Galled bis messenger Nardyon, ^H 




ISiud bO) " Bring these Gtinde be- ^U 


fore mc— ^| 


^^^^p beied. 


Out^fifit wroTches t How tboir ^^ 


^^^^F C^nu oad sj^iead them o'er tbe 


Qtmk haa ^M 


^V coiuttrj. 


SpiMd o'or all mj DownlgirL" ^H 
Tnen tlie mi>Mingi.ir Nariynn ^H 


^H On the bills, and jq the valleys, 


^H Tn the ikreh^ of tba forest. 


Called the Koitor alt tojietber, ^H 


^H BvoiywheretbeyBlledthficoimtiy; 


Called thom up to Dewai^ri ^H 
To tJic Onftt God M^idev^. ■ 


^H Killing, eating, every creature; 


^^1 Nothing knowiE^ of dlbiiDctiun ; 


RAUffed them nil in rown before ^H 

liim ^M 


^^B E&ting clean and QiLting unL^l^an; 


^H ' Such cxuri^jaions &Te UMd thrangbout tbo I«g«nd to d«Qi>t« In- ^H 

^H di^finite numtran. ^H 


^H ' Kdrtik Swfimi, tho toa of Slvi (MiUi&d«v&)» id thu£ t«iraed in ^M 


^^B bJie legend. ^H 


^H ' Kciitor in the nAtiniLitl nnmci for iiD tbfr G^nda of different tribnA. ^| 


^^^ U sicjrnitiee properly *^ men/' ^| 
^^^^^L * DqwilI]«ii1 ifi oTie el tbo lii^hcdt y^c^ka of the HimAUya niDire' ^M 


^^^^^Bwd ui beic u«:d aa identical nrith KniiiL, tbe otytLit; hiuivoii uf Sivi, ^H 
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courtyard uf tlio Oreut GrxJ. 
the Great God u"^htij hhs 
body, 
LW*hliDd A liUle uf tlie lUrt *iff ; 
it intit t}i0 liltcncaa 
l^Kibecif8quint«lH- Wtoh6; 
rstitticJ tin brcalli of Ufc into it ; 
Down befofe lite KrjiU^r thre^v it. 
Str&iglil the Squirrel then Lu t&il 

uiiidtt, 
Sotikiug jMuuuiua tu tauapti lliaiUp 
Jerking in aiui out among theni ; 
And tJjo 06nds bogan to ctuuw it. 
Cryuii?. '■ Cttldi it F" crykg, " KiU 
iir' 
lAt oe catch and ukm&udeet it/' 
look sticlct! ikud domo took 
stoae«, 
me Coole oI(>dB. anO oO they 
dourrjod 

Afler Wirulii', King oi fiquirwK 
Hi|i-i*li>tliii Atruatiuug out behind 

tUUDl. 

But tho Squirrol— Artful Dc>dgor— 
JerkiDK 111 'llJ uul among tlibm 
ppedirtto a holu cuuvemijut 
tne mountain Dcvralgiri. 
the OoEidii a!l mt in Jiftcr — 
biit huT tfmt stM}^ bebind 
thorn, 
D rtt^ino took Mflhddcvd, 

iJ^L AUme iif flEXlci'tl cul>it», 
ut thi>[u ti\y witiiin Uio cavern 
In the tucunum DnwUgtri; 
filiut thiMu u|>, and ph^oed the 
dcirion— 

T hocrid, fierce QasmAsur — 
him gujirdtnn o'er tho 

And the four thttt von remainjng 
Swiftly fled h^m Dcwal^iri^ 
Fled ftomAs the hillA uid valleyie, 
I'lcd to hide them irom the Grcttt 

Uod, 
jTrom the writh of MiihAdevi, 





I/)D^ thay «vaudered lhu« in terror, 
But no luding- place ducovciud; 
TiU a trc* ut luat um-'cntiing. 
Oti u lull u Kt.nughL-iilcmmi<i1 chil/* 

tree, 
Thmcv locked forth und uaw n 

risftiKe — 
Saw the ReJ Hilb, Tiahu^A, 
The Iron VftUey, Eachikopii. 
There they ^y^d th«m thrt>agh the 

fonat, 
Acd they hid them from the Grout 

God. 
Nov bho goddeofl-qupeu PAr- 

buttAQ — 
Con»jrt ihb of Mdhddevjl— 
Uu tiiQ Diountuic top wna akcping. 
On the tuii i»f Duwalgiri- 
Wakivl Mm shortly from Iier 

uluuibor, 
Wakt^d to Uud a t^umctluug wont- 
ing 
1b the air of Dowalgiri, 
Then she griwud, and thuught 

withiu lior, 
'* Where can all mj G^d« havo 

gdce to'i 
Many linys our hiU is ulcnt, 
Once thut eehcied to theirnliouting ; 
.Many da^'s no smell oficcndeth^ 
PieAsant sm&El of Uondji oacending ; 
My sHei*t-r<H!clljiig Gonda, iwliere 

are tJiey t 
And my Mdhjldcvi, aIm). 
liini I M>o nut; much 1 fifar me 
He ]iui<lfini> my (Jftndu n mifichiof." 
And she ^lovod, and took no 

dinner, 
Pfuyi-*!] and f^lifd like n lu^nuit, 
Dcvot4jc-|]bv [wiuncc doini^ 
For h«r liD^t Bwcct-aiacllin^ Koitor. 
Six months thus dhc pmycd and 

faated, 
Till the King of Gods, BLag- 

wanti]/ 



^ Thia is intended Cor Bhn^&a. the unwonlupped Creator of the 
Kndlb {vide p, 12.^), His iutrjiiuriim] Lt^rr an n mytlucnl |v?rw>nage 
is &0t ooDHouent with iha omuH practice in Hindu wnlin^. 
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^H BraftmK]a&«in&Kttdan<>o<tiie» How h«r pWeant-AmoUiEig G^dji ^| 


^H B; D«r peDflmce groatlj mov«U 


Lad H 


^^B WM*^ 


ni)iH}i]>«ftnid fn>ni DKwal^pri. ^U 


^H MovetJ to TIM Acd fuok Jibout him ; 


Then I^hAewiutTj^] «ont and told ^| 


^H ^^t till? iiivaBUi|;DT N^r^yui, 


bcr ■ 


^H Seal Uiin FuttL trj Dewalgiri, 


Ue would try if he could 6nd ^M 


^H &Dt to MO vli^t i;Le u-ai^ up to, 


tbem ; ^M 


^^B Wiiy fio Bodjy slic woo ^ics^ini^H 


And betook him to hia swini-iRg, ^M 


^V Boon f^je told her Utile grioTuice. 


And belUougLt him how to do it. H 


^^^^ ir— THE COMING OF T.TNQO. ^ 


^H On t}ie mountAiD Tjng:dwd.Dgftd> 


Dried with sprinkling of the ^M 


^H (iftw the fiowfrioH'tfwe Pahindi, 


fialTfon ^M 


^H Flowers budding. sUJI unopened , 


8nnt the Giilai tree bedde himn ^U 


^H Yelbw ilowera of the Pfthmdi, 


Honey droppine from its bronchea, ^M 
Drop[ieil ii in thfi tiioutli uf Unf^D. ^M 


^H Saw rJie King of Godf^ Ijhag- 


^H wantj] ; 


Swoetne^ drinkoig then he cried ^M 


^H 8a w and thi^ught him oF the 


^M 


^^M Koitor, 


Blew around him noontide ^M 


^H Wi^ndencg Eodly in the monn- 


;:ephyn ; H 


^H uine, 1 Grew my Lingo in their breathing. ^1 


^H Pining deep ia Dcwftl^irl ; In a GoiJ-sent awing repoBiug ^H 


^B 8nw, and c^nif aa cornea a rain- i Gently slept he lill tlic evrninK. ^| 


' cloud f 


Purest water may be ttuinbd; ^M 


Spreading fanlik«,c£iiie in tbtmdcL 


8lainle!«« nil and pure wa« Lingo. ^| 


Lj^hl^iimi; JlH^liud, bhs aky ntut 


DJAiiumd f MirWM ai hi^ rmvd ; ^M 
On hU foT^ri4?ad bcftmed tlie Tiktl, ^1 


darkened, 


Thue the (!od oanio to tijy Flower. 


Jdarh divine of fragrant MAdalf 


Darkti««H «prcftd urouBii hurcuvcr, 


Mark of godhead in mv Lingo, ^J 


Gently oped the t1i:iwer her | Playing grew h« in the saOnin, ^H 


blofleom, ' Swinging alept he m hia orftdi«, ^H 


Softly fell the ouichcningshow^r — { Ut^ncy Buokiui;. nothing cntLug ^M 
Thii* wiiiiieiivnl tin* (lower r»liini]i. Of the wild fruibs in thu furrjtl, ^ 


In the fourth wntcb of the night 


Nine year« old hecnnieroy Lingo, 


timo 


When hia soid buaifui l<o wonder ^M 


Fell ft heflj) of yoUuw saiTroii ; 


Whethur jvU ^lone hia Ikit waa H 


Fell lientHtli the l.rye Piiliindl, 


In thut fori^Hli M^iuflc priiikevjil. ^M 


Morning d^wnud, tha olonda wurc 


Th«re no wild deer cfopp«d tha H 


opened ; 
TLundtiring utiU the clouds wen; 


hi^rlKigQ, ^1 


Manlike furin there nonenppcarM; ^M 


opened. 


Somewhere they must be, thought ^K 


Burai the yoUow flower Pahindl. 


Lingo ^ H 


Oriicking ourat it In the sunlight. 


1 will SL'ckthvm, I may find them. ■ 


^^^^^ S^jrung Ui life fn*ni it my Lingo, 


Theit he nine 4ml waudi^rtd on- ^| 


^^^^H Sprang into tlio Jionp of siiSron ; 


wards, ^M 


^^^^B Stt and wept amon^ tlje eaffron, 


Woadcrred on hj brook and ^M 


^F Till his t«iini tLv Gud Pttl^Ris] 


meadow, ^M 
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Mountain prjlntcd like a nircdlc. 
ThitJif'f rlimbin^, rni thn snnjiriit 
lingo naw thv tivn MondJli, 
Bftv beneath it Kir^A'HU, 
BwMtly'ttowi^nng Kin^UlA. 
Tt^JB iia perfiiniG aweet inhaling 
Xiztganed Lioffo fom little* 
Thea bo dimmed the trro Mfuiditi> 
□imhfd and look<yl fortli o*er tJ^e 

format, 
To tlie vnllcv XAchikofui, 
To the Ii«il iiiils LaihujinddH 
Sftw ft little Htncke Jiaceitding, 
Snw ninl voiy KTontly mutrolled 
At thifl circiimntAncc pc-rtentouj». 
Wnnden^l nn, nTitl moq diacovcfod 
iIq tlut (oreut abiirle pnmevfti, 
Hftnlikc f("»rmfl fuijr diacovorcd — 
6«w the f ivir (it^od* tluH remft'incd 
Hiding fearful of the Great God. 
Forest quarry htinng stncksa, 
SteftkA of vpaiftOD wero roA*ting, 
Pifvm ntw At timea devnuring. 

S«oiii(; LiDj^o up they started; 
Sc«rii3|E tWm our Linjiic^ halted ; 
Iy)Q^tiriu^UrtSwdthiry»tv:Lrh<jtlLi?r. 
But tbe brothe» inwarda pon- 
dered, 
Brothera four we ikn, betbuught 

them. 
Let UH Ukt* hiti\ ftjr & liltb iini-, 

l^t ua t^kc liim tu our nigwnmti. 

Then tbi^y bfoiigfit bini tu th^ir 

I To their wijfVk-jiuia in tbu f4>tV!<t, 
And Kt titeixi before Ujuir brutL<:r, 
But b« A«ked theni wlieAce the 
mout vaa, 
And tliey u^weitid. *' W » wild 
Then he uked thein far its Uv&r; 
And thf^v twu^ht lonf* for the livei, 
But u*j livcc could Uiacvvcr. 
Thok they told him. ''!/), a 
«Uwf|« thine 1 
Without livtrr id ihiit ctcftture 
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Ungn Uughcd ut tbU (^cmrvptinrL 
Of a cPvatura without hv^r, 
A;<ked to we it in the forejit^ 
I-ivin^ rmntiim without tivpr. 
Tii^n the brothers much con- 
sidered 
Wbera lld earth they might dia- 

In the ioreat or tho mountnina 
Living creature without liver. 
One sLi^g&»teH, '* He ia tittle, 
Wc am big. and practised roamera 
Uf the fopcat iihodc* primeval. 
Let u» taki^ him Uj the iiinunl,uina 
Itongh and stony, to the thickets 
ijiiiw and iJiomy; he will Inggiod 

be. 
Thirst for wnt<^r, gel si him|i;ry, 
Gind he will be to ait down, and 
Give up loohidg for a crcaturo, 
Living or^'atHiTT, miiIkuji liver." 
Th<in thny bxik their bow and 

nrrowa - 
Bow« of bamboo from the mottn- 

tninii^ 
Sh^ftn of bulrush from the 

nrarabcfl; 
And ihey went by dwitoat thii.-kBta 
Of that forest Abode prime^'aL 
Kura the Antelope -thoy i^bw it^ 
Kilkd it, found il had a liver. 
Mavk the HAmbftr^found and 

e]i>w It, 
Found it ftlfio ba<I n livor 
Mnl61 ilm Tfare — tLey snv and 

ki[M it, 
In it too tlioy found a liver— 
All the crentun^a EjaJ a liivr. 
Tirvd and wpiry wotw tJii* Bmthere; 
Ijngo only viu not wearied, 
Thinty vety weft Iho Hrcthfn^ 
Ctamberod up upon n htll'top 
8oelcifig wnUiT, but they found 

&ono. 
Gftmboi^d down again, and wan< 

dercd 
Thrnugb a cIoao and thomr jungle, 
Wlivro ft niAD could scarcely enter. 
TheDe tbey found a Hpriugof water. 
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Oocl ajid Bpurkling m Uie ^lia^low. 
And tfie^ |j[iiL'kL*d t\[v leaves ttt 

Ma kingcupA, &aJ dr«nk tie waters, 
And rcfnuljEul weie from tbair 

Tlicn aftid Liago, '^ Wkorcfore 

stay ye? 
We have lujt yet jei*n the rreatnre, 
Livm^ croituro without livxir. 
Wittout liver creature is not." 

And he said, ^* Hum Id the foreftt 
Let us cLeAf i\ Md Hud jilunt it. 
Down the trooa hons — let ua feU 

them: 
And the gttiuud here — let ua dig 

it: 

Seed of rirti htre — let ua sow it. 
I will aWp liero foi' & littb 
While ye clear owny the (orest." 
Thon slept Lingo^ slept and 

dreamed he, 
Dreaiiif^tl he of twelve threiitiiFig- 

pkcoB, 
Thicahing-Boora tt&t full oi Q^mda 

ven. 
And hi4 »oa] vcm greatly trouhlod ; 
And he rose and looked about 

liim, 
Foimd the Brotliera BudJy hewing, 
liewing fludly at u big trco; 
And their hands bad bU&tera OQ 

thf^LU, 

Blisters Urge oa fruit oE Aoli. 
And their h&tchoto — down thoy 

thruw them. 
And went ofl and down they 

squatted. 

Then (jiir Lingo up an axe took, 

Tbok and hewed ho «t the big tree, 

Hewed and levcU&d a!l the foreGt^ 

Felled the trcca and grubbed their 

roota tjut — 
In an hour the field was finiHhed. 
And the U^nda ^d, " Mighty 

Lingo I 
La our hnnda were Borv and 

blistered, 
Hewing Badly at one big tfoe. 



WLjoh we left ntill undainolu^ied. 
In All hour has Lingo dorte it ! 
Ho hu lovolkd uli the forest; 
Black the land ap^'cara below it; 
Thii:k the rice ifl ^own uin.n it; 
High a hedg? is raised around it; 
Wmf^le left toi entrunec to it ; 
SlruDg A gate ia placed bcfon; It.'* 
TLeu they roue Kiid turned thom 

hofflewarda, 
Homewards went they to theii 

Higwam^ . 
Soon the rainy season comvtb, 
BUak a little cloud opttenreth, 
Strong the winda from lieaveL aru 

loosened. 
All the flky i* clouded over J 
Now the rain begina to patter. 
In a while the fttreums nm hnnr- 

deep, 
Ali tho hollows Hooded brimfall, 
Thua three days and nights it 

raJEiMn 
Then it stopped hb it begun had. 
And the riee began to ahoot up; 
Graen beaanie the field of Lingii. 
High OA Sogers four it sprouted^ 
Sprouted thua high ma day's timo< 
In a month 'twua iwmewhat higher, 
WitJi a man's knee it wwa level. 
Id thftt forest shiide primeval 
Sixteen seotea of Duet wens 

dwelling: 
Chief among them tJnele Mlmin; 
Nephew ith^^iyal — heir apparent. 
Itieh tba ciduut reached their 

nones 
Of that rice- field in the clearing. 
Firat the Unrle sai3ed the odour. 
And the Nephew Hniffed itaflor. 
Then the Nephew fetched a 

gambol, 
Upwanii leaped he, jointfl aII 

craeking, 
And hiu ears with pleasure eoeking. 
To hia Uncle near he trotted, 
And he said, '' My nnclent TTncha, 
See this lovely field of green stuS. 
May wo have it for our dinner t " 
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Bat i1» Uncle. ftn^Ient Milhm&D, 
V&rniDg, cliiiibg. t^pnltii in this 

*' Km you leap 'tworo wiao to look 

fti tli« Vftllpp* of the fcieflW 
ManyfieldBlhcrc Aroof fi^rceD atufi; 
Toui^ ye not tho fi»:lii ol Lingo — 
Oo an] graxe on «ome one eWV 
SixtMn aooro9 of Robeea are y*> ; 
Hut of all jour noblo euctoan 
Ntu^lmr bui^k uur do« will left bo 
Ti ye touch tnlie field of Lmao.'* 
Then eptko Jllid«yal tbo mphew, 
Spake Uudainfully in tLia wU« — 
'' OIil aru you and AonivwLat 

fefible. 
Wo arc >'<:ixmg anii ratlivr frifiky; 
SuVtiJ-Fuut-oii ftljtfuL i\iQ murk U 
W« vau ^loar a running bigh 

juTijp - 
Suy beluni, Old Nickatiipupu ! 
Tfiey riiglittakli you if you trir?J 

it." 
Then hia ear» pricked twitcliy- 

vritf^hy. 
And Ma tiii cock«d jerky -jwrky, 
And went forward to tbo riM-iusM, 
And tbu UncEf, drwply tlLmkiiig, 
flrwiUy ^ripvinw, left iwhind wjis. 
But be slowly follo«x*d after. 
At th« fence tUo Ncpbew balt«d, 
Aiid pn«.jM:i]tHl fur nn tntriLnce; 
But ua entrtinou uuwhvro found he, 
YoT the flixtocn flcorcfl qI Robcca. 
And tic ^tiAtccn ocorcn to mutter 
'Mong thciUAclvctt beg&n in tliia 

wiwi — 
'* left behind U ancient Mimin, 
Hi" till? v«ry wisi! mimng iw. 
Now thjtf Bbit/al, youthftil 

Nephew, 
He must flboiT ud Uuw to d(T it. 
Unel^ MAui^ spaki* of Lin^. 
S&id that very Bupicnt undo, 
Look bcbidd and look befcrc you, 
Bns y« loUiJi llm field of Lingo. " 
Anavrend tliein the VAljAnt 

Nephow— 



'^Xoopnot company witJianotob^ 
Fiill of yeAfs nod alai^k of ainawfl, 
Follpw m? "—and tben be bounded 
O'ortbc hcAge into (he rice-field. 
Aft<ir him tile RohcieH kwpt uU — 
Leiipt. the sixteen Boore« of 

ll<»hpi>« t 
Leapt they stiaigbt Into Ihc rJoe- 

fbld, 
And th» nc9 bft&nii t> ffv.M on. 
Soon the Unolc coming ufler 
By the bodge stoud and looked 

ovpr; 
And hia month bogan to vtiUtr 
Liko a drippingAprmg in mituiner. 
But no entranoe aeemed to olTet-, 
And his j^ta were aUff and 

feeble; 
So hft Atayed uutflidii, reprojudiTul. 
While tboBa atxte«n aoorea of 

Eobo<i« 
Eat u[> all th(^ field of Lingo, 
Kat it up, anil hmrb tiiey ieapl all, 
Stood boaide that Aaciflnt rbiam&n. 
Who in worda of solcmi^ ^iadom 
Waming* ubiding, epaka in tbiii 

" Uonr, yo fiii^en ecorca of 

Itoheoa! 
my thild^n, my poor children f 
Vi*r\' nicely ye have drme it — 
Ezitcn up tlw field of Lingo. 
Patlier Lrugu. lu- the poH'erful, 
Wht!n hv coniM to lee lu< riots 

field, 
Wlmt oa eartti will be think of 

It?" 
Then the very youtlifu) BliAayaJ, 
To the »ixt4>An Hoonw of Hoheeo 
OiJiiuael ollijnsd. fi[>ake in Han 

wise — 
" Liaten, brethren I let us »peod 

Ofyvr 

To our forest ahad«a primeval. 
Un ihe elonas our feet veil pUeing; 
On the leaved out iootetepa 

keepiuf^ 
On the grass our way aelpctin^. 
On tha mU ao footmarks leaving, 
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Lot U)4 cunninijly nwr way takfl 
To i^uf forest shii'leg pnraeVAl." 
M he Bftid &> did the KohoM, 
LighUy eleppmi; l&ft no lru<.i?«. 
Marks of ffiotHteps m^tie fl.[ip'ai^ri ; 
Renoh«d theii £orv«t flho<io* fiKm' 

eval. 
Some to «t down, some lo sleep 

Some to fftA&d up in tbe cool ehade, 

'Mid^ the perfume swi^ot ol 

Swinging i:i AHwfng, wa8 LItlj^o: 
StrisgiDgelept h^, nod lio dreum^d, 
DreAiat of aixUs^n DGurva t>f 

Of A d^vnfltatei rioi?-lli?ld. 

And lu0 ioiil wAtf i^tealiy troubJod : 
And bfi roda uud loukfj ubouL Ljnt. 
l/jukwd, and went U* rfriuiQiutro 
hv the wftj ci KAftiik^ija : 
Wwnt In* tliroiiufi tfio IroQ VaUcv» 
To tliti ft«d iJitk Laliu^ada, 
Went the very valiant Lmjio ; 
Saw the doviiBtatcd r^cD-tieM; 
Ttcn™ rcturmog- 1« tins Brotliensj 
BrolliGrH al^^ping in their wig- 

Spake our Ling<i — " Listen^ 

BrotUers, 
Listen to tny di.'hin\ story. 
How tlioflo eiKtoen Hcorea of 

Allotir rice-fipld huve dprnoliphed," 
Tht'Q tliu brothers, greatly troubled 
tty tf I ia doleful tuli? oi Lm^o, 
WjleIi^iI a wnil of i]i.4ii,[ipoiDtnic*nt. 
Spake the words of biltoranguisii— 
" To the godK oury<-'urJ\' HrBlfruita, 
Piwtfniita that we rearly ofI«f, 
Now of what shii]! we give firut- 

frutt», 
Sinc«ourricc-ticldbdami>liahcd ?" 
AnHwerad Lingo — '* Lo a dnt' 

fruit 
To Lho Oodn of E^ohcDn' livrrfi. 
Of ihc sixteen scorce nf Itobcce 



Liver firetfriiit:* ^IihII wi* (ifTf>r. 
On the perfrime of ihe fi<»wera 
r, a dcv4»too, can prosper; 
Yt ftru <Wnda vriXh liungry 

B^OIHFlohfl, 

Whorewithftl «hftU they b& fiflM, 
Now tliFM ftiztera Bcorca of 

Rollers 
All onr riG«-fle1d hnve demol- 

iehcd ? " 
Thvn the nnjtLierH took llu^ir 

wftftpnnH — . 
fiowi of bnrnboo from tLo nioun- 

tAturfn 
Shiifu of bulrush trom tbe 

rriArehe^ : 
And in wrath they HOUgHt tho 

riiv-fjeld, 
WTwr** rhe w«l waa blAck and 

nakL*d» 
Siiw ilicy nolhmji; but the etubble 
01 till* rin? UiAt wav<id so greenly. 
Then a flume of niifjlity ADf^r, 
From tho hoi^k of Lingo rimng, 
To Ilia inAlled Lead oatendt^d. 
Reddened were hia eyes liko fmi- 

Bit Kis fitigerB till tha blood ckinfi ; 
Sttid lie*—'' SaarcL ys for the 

footpnntB 
Of those HJ.xtoen acoivs of itolieca," 
Then t!iu Brodxers bent tliem 

downwttfds, 
SoaroliinR closc^ly for tlioir trocea^ 
Tracea nowbern that iipiJcarM 
Of the sixteen scores of floh'*fr*. 
Sa^rched they long and found n 

fL}otinark. 
Single riioLmu.rkr4 scnrre ApjK^rinng^ 
Tlience ihn jungle trodden down 

WW 

To the forwt rtliadee primeval. 
Pnst they followed on ihe traws. 
But the eixtevn aeorea tLey bkw 

not. 
Soon a pL'epul tree iippQArM 
Towermg Li^h nbov& th« fiorast; 
Clitmbered Lingo to its tfumnut, 
Looked he from it o'er the foieat. 
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Spied Ihei Aixtoon scores of Ruliue. 
Rrjheeii in tLe Hhade veioliriiDg. 
Aobeea aleepiDS. KohcuE friBFm^ 

Id tiie forost aoHdi; pnruevul, 
Tliea ttttid LiuMu t^i Uii Bn^fJjerri — - 
*' Tttki* vfiiiT ti.fW« and take your 

Quickly ^l ye mund about tbcui. 
Ti> the four ud^u of tLu Roliiwa. 
8]aj and spare nut, tmiit Uve 

rwcalnl 
BcDiv Tiiy Lulu J will drlivur." 
Tliea thL^ Brothen sulked UMiund 

^ tJie fuur 0idc« of iha JUAivat ; 
Tlu*nw ihmr hiilrUHli iditdttf 

delivered : 
Shot our Lmgi' froiD t^c^ n»pul. 
Smitten weiB the henl iff Rnluinn. 
Only Mimrin, Vnvlf? M/ItiiiiiIh 
And cno litlk fciudc Jtoliec, 
Of tlmHP fUiLc4^n wi*n^ n'liiftiiiid, 
Tlmn our LinMi> nimtd lui urrow 
At tLit Uaclof tmcipnt MitmiUi; 
But tlie ortow Irom hia hand fell. 
TliuiifchL Jm, Rurely lirrc'^ an omen 
That tliJH very an^iient MAm4n 
Of our rice tuia nottdnK titkcn. 
^ten to nin b^.giku tlii^ Flrdii^^, 
Famalp Rohce ihot remllin^d; 
And to run beunn the Undo. 
Brotbcraall behind tk-nj fc>l]i>wed» 
fihmtling " Catch Ehcm '' tn eAch 

oUur. 
But they vnauhcd j^nd wore ftOfn 

Ql^t- 

tiin Rrothfire. much disguat^, 
rotumNI to Ihuir iJn^o. 
Hmh fl»id liugu, "Sciurcb yc, 

tintthTPti, 
For a (irvbox in yo«r waialholtfl." 
yjioij! anil «tccl tii«y forthwith 

brought uut, 
8tmclc a npark aTnon^ tW tinder. 
But tikO linder wouid not hum- 
ThuH the wbule ni^lt kiug thcjr 

trim] It, 
Tried in vmn UDti] tho moalBg;, 
Hlicn tboy fluzi^ awAy the tin&i. 



And t« Lingu «iicl, " Btutbct, 
^'oii're H pmphi-t, (uin y^m toll 

Why wvcminotliKht this tiudcr? " 
Aiuiwcicd LiuKP, '* Thrrn orw» 

Livcb the Giuct Kikad Gowrcc, 
He tlitt very dru*dful bkiiuU^r, 
H^ Lilt* l«r'riblE> Dcvoiirer 
In hia field a firo 10 Aiuukias! 
Tliither go and fetch u firtbmnd." 
Thvn Uiu Dn)Uji^trt wi-nt a litUii, 
Wtnt A vi*ry Lttle, onvirda; 
Tiicnns retnmed, Mid noid to 

Lingu — 
" Nowhere saw wci RiUnd Ooiicteo, 
Nowhere have wc iouad thi« 

Giant" 
Tliiin Bitid Lingo, *' Lo my nrmw, 
By ita |jiithwjiy *ee ye follow."' 
Ttinn be iiitvd to his bowatrin^ 
Shaft ^i bulruAb atraigbt ntid 

Alun^le r ; 
Siiot it through Xhv forei^t thicl^ete, 
Shot it <1eavjiiy tlitough tbo 

lirauHiHS. 
Shot it iUearing u\\ the gross 

down; 
Cut a paihwAy straigbt a&d euy; 
Fi^ll it right intA tbe Ihiiplnca 
<>f the Ujont Hik^j Qowrru? l 
KrI], nod ^Uni.x;d Jt frum ibu fii«- 

Gkac^d, and 4ped into th& dooi- 

woy 
Of ihi^ wigwam of t.b« Qiant; 
Fell before the #even daughten, 
3ov(>n vpry niro youn^ iwumn), 
Driu^bv^rn fttjr of Rikad Oowive. 
Tltpn tboM imvpn nice ycung 

wrimen 
Took tho arrow md cotioccdod it. 
For tliey <dt bad aaked tbe old 

man, 
Aakod him vtuen tbey would bo 

mbnied ; 
And be ftU'ajn nrifiwemd gniffly, 
" Wben I chooao that you b« 

m^niud 
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^H Good And well, IE not yon won't 


But in vain be followed oftor. ^H 


^H 


For the veiy younj? Ahke^eroL^ ^| 


^H And they thougbt thia was nn 


Speeding a^^iftly through the ^U 


^H 


UjTVfri.. ^M 


^H Nciw tJiQ Brotbei^i greatly itai- 


Shortly vanished uAd wuaceennot. ^M 


^m 


And tiie Uiunt, much dmgnoted, ^H 


^H Lest t.Lej' nil glioiiid eateii up bv, 


Th^n relurnM to his fitvude, ^H 


^H Counj^l faking, uont tlie ytmng^t, 


And Ahkesc^r^l, retururnjf, ^H 


^H Sent Aliknseral tbc yoQngoat, 


Told bia greatly trembling bio- ^U 


^H To prospect' tKc Giant'^ qiiart«». 


there ^H 


^H By thttl pnthwaj^ stmight and 


Of tliAt vt-ry dn-'Jidful f^JJiut. ^H 


^H euy 


But the very vahtint Lingo ^H 


^H Went tbis \'cry young Abk^wml; 


Said. '' Repoao ye here a little, ^| 


^H Saw bEiis Otont a amoke aaccnding; 


] will go and see thia tnoniiter H 


^^B Corning nparer stm tlie OiAnt. 


TliELt B3 niuoh baa didcompoud H 


^H Saw him, like a ebapdeu tree 


you." H 


^H trunk. 


At the crossing of a river. H 


^H ftWjring by the Rm &nd nnoring — 


In thitt^trTtiglitundiiOAy pittliw«y, H 


^H By tUa tire oi mighty tree stuma. 


tango fiuw the stick WadudiL H 


^H 8tcnii3 of Mob^rd, sUiud of Artjan, 


Flo&tin^ down upon the current* H 


^H Bt«ma of Sdjn£, sU^ma of Tc'ktd , 


Saw h^ too A bottie-gourd tree, H 


^H BljLKirg red, its glow r^fbctt^d 


E^ilw it gnawing by the river; ^M 


^H From that iorm huge find ahape- 


I'uJIed a bottle-gcurd from o9 it, ^| 


^H Icaa 


Fished ^\adiidji from the river, ^M 


^H or t)ie Gmnt Rikjul Crnwrec, 


&iUic.k the one inUi the niJmr, ^| 


^H Of tbut very dreadful Rakshis, 


Plucked two hairs wherewith to ^M 


^^M Of that terrtblo Dovoviror, 


fitring it, H 


^^M ThcQ his kui^m h^gAU to quake a.l\. 


j^fEide a bow and key» eleven, ^| 


^H Oer his body came txJd shudders, 


?h}^d a tuns cr twc. nnd found ha ^M 


^^1 Loapt his liver to hia thr>at nU, 


Had a patsablo ^ittar, ^H 


^H Le*pt the Lvcr of Ahk^oraL 


rjea^d W4U Lingo, and proeccdod ^M 


^H But he ricpt up to the lirrpbce, 


To the field of Rikad Gowree; ■ 


^H Ciept and snatched a bbxing ^' 


Rikod (jowree lying anoring ^M 


^H brand, 


By the hre^ide, mouth wide gaping, ^U 


^H Blazing brand of T&m&ditA. 


Tudhes horrible displaying, ^| 


^H Groaned the Gi^nt, It^^d Abkesrral, 


Lying bgbke with hi» eyes sdiut, ^M 

C'losQ ibv grow the tree ealle<l ^M 


^H Umpped the fire brand, and a 


^^M #park dew, 


Peepul^ ^M 


^^B FIttw and bghted on the Giaot, 


Pecpul i4i\l witii Aprrudiijg ^| 


^H On hiE shapeless hip it lighcedn 
^^M Uaii?4NJ n bUaicr like a saucer; 


br^nohes. ^K 


Quickly Lingo clambered un it, ^M 
Clirobed aloft into it-« brancben; ^| 


^H ^trtrted up Ulo Giant ewearJng; 


^H Also feeling very hTingry, 


Sat and heiLrd tbe tnmning cock ^| 


^^1 Peohnj^ very mnch hkc eatingn 


crow, ^M 


^H Saw thftt v«ry young Ahke^eral, 


Thought thia Giant aooD would ^| 


^^M Pluinp aud lubciousaa a cue lieu her. 


waken. ^| 


^H Saw bim ntnninp and ran after, 


Tlien he tock bis banjo J^utur, ^M 


^B lian and sboiitoJ loud behind 


Struck a note that uoundt^ ^M 


^H^ him. 


sweetly, ^M 
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PInywl H ItuTiiJnM] tun^ upon It, 
LtVc A f3>u|: iu muedo nouDdtfij : 
A^ lU Haund tiic trr<» ificre tult^nt; 
Slf)i>d tlir iiiigljEHV lLill:M.-[inuiLijrt?(]- 
Kntf red ihvti 1^41 ntnun <>! nititit? 
in tbe ciiw <;ff Kikiul Gowrc«, 
QLiJcklj- woke him from ttis 

ftliinibcr; 
Rabbod hk oyos iLDd looked ubout 

hi in: 
Looked ill thicketA, Wkiid iu 

hollo wa, 
Looked m trra top« ; noihmg 

dtidinf!, 
Woikdi-^ppd *ltcw an iMtrth il came 

froiDt 
Otmo thai stmia of hoavcaly 

mtuic, 
Likn the iviLrhijup of tho M»ini. 
Book rcturmuK to iiia tift^jjdo, 
Bat down, mUkmI u[j, !&(it doWD, 

*Umn1 np; 
Lirtenod, wondorod ftt tho music ; 
Jumpcil uid doJiccd ho to tho 

fuusir. 
Sung suid duTic^d ha to tho mujtic; 
Koii«d (uui tumbk>d by tho titi}- 

side 
To tint warbtin^ of th» rnudc. 

Swifi at dATbrcjik hJA old woman 
UcoixL thnt strain of heavenly 

mimic ; 
O^mo nho vondoring t^ tbn tire- 

»idc, 
Baw fiiTF i>y (HAn wiMly djuicing — - 
liundji outfltiTJichmg, ieott iijilift- 

Ilond bnck roolmg* duicuig, 

tUTiiblin^, 
To that uttnia of hoaviinljr nmsic^. 
Saw and woodor^, saw iind called 

" Ancirnt hunbiuidr fooluh old 

man i '' 
Looked he at her. nothing Mid h«. 
Djuinul ami JjimliM In the miijsic. 
Siad phtt, lijit'tmn^ to that muxic, 
" I miiBt dADco too." Iheu »he 

opened 




Lotirtf* the luirtlpr eif lu*r 2Arm«nt, 
Dftiicod Euid turabl^d Ui we muffjc. 
Then aaifi Lingo, " Lo my 
Jiatiit ? 
T> ihy ilniin of It«jiv«*tily miuic 
Duiicc thiDold man and hia vomon ; 
All my Kcit^r thuji 1 tfinc-U wilT, 
ThuH in rowa to ting and danoa 

At the feuti&ff of tho G^d Godo. 
At thn fcjut of thn DrwAlf. 
At the fciut of Budhal ?*iwl. 
At tbfl fi^ut cf JunjEo licyi6\. 
At tiic fcottt cif VUrtsA lYoA^ 
&Lhrtation t^ thfl (lodi all 
Krumtln* variou*timpful Jintnr! " 
Tbcu he ccojicd tho wondruua 

muHr : 
Hotted thv old man frcm the tree- 
top, 
6ftfi&ff— ^' Unclr, Hikad Gowree. 
See your u«nhew on thin tne- 
top!" 
Thon tho GioDt, iookm^ up- 

Siw OUT Lingo on tho tree-top; 
CoUcd hint down, shook handa, 

and Hoid that 
He vu very glad to ami hjm. 
Asked him in and modo bim nt 

down; 
Rfl&g and pAll^d for ptpM and 

coffee i 
ApolnjEtAcd fcr having thou^'ht cf 
Making Walcfa^t i>f Alik^Miral; 
Thanked our Lingrt v«ry kjndly 
For hifl offer of the Ijvere 
Of tJ^oee aixtevn Monvt of Robeeft; 
In fctum propfLsed Uy give htm 
All thoM aeven nitw young wocaen, 
With their eyw bound, wJl they 

njH they. 
To bn wrdd«i to the BmthoniH 
And thoAo »«v«n nioa yvtmg 

women 
Wli^n ihisj heard almutthe ycinng 

men. 
Of ihomc younfc men fnant nnd 
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WwtLng {irekaa by the lUbfx^. 
FuitJjwJI.Ii imrki^ii llicy iJ|> tlicir 

Oa Uicjr lieada they took their 

BM'k to Lingo psvo hia arrow— 
Arrow ot tho truthhtl omen^ 
SAjing g>>o<I-bye U'^ their parentj 
PcJInwiii! Lingo Ut tlio forest. 
To that forcst-ahade primeval. 
BcAched those young men by the 

Hohvce, 
Miidfl a flm, and hud some lunt^Leon 
Of tho hvcrs of the ICoboos. 
Then the brot>hera 'gfui to 

fl<l nubble 
O'er ihoBo seven nice young 

wrmcn. 
Holy Lingo, virtuous very. 
Quiff refii3]Eg to be wedded. 
Somewhat easier undo the pro- 

bleto; 
Anil he mum arfJinged it thin 

wiae — 
That the eldest of the brethren 
Each should take two nice young 

women, 
While the very youn^ Ahkeecml 
Should be fitted with Uie odd 

one. 
Then returning from tJw forefit* 
By tho vAllcy KnchikcriA, 
To the IW miU. Lihutfddi, 
Holy Lingo joined the Bnithers 
To those saven nice youns vomon, 
To the dftnghtera of the Ui&nt- 
Wtttec brought ami poured it o'er 

them. 
Bowers of branches rfkiaed around 

Iheni, 
GsrlnndH gay he threw about 

tbem, 
Mjkfk of Turmeric applivil he — 
And dedarvd tliem duly wedded. 
Then the Btolhew mighty 

plctued were 
With their good und viituciua 

Li|]go ; 
8nid they'd go forth to the forest, 



Qo &nd smite the bouodini; red* 

d™r, 
Bnng it£ livi^r tc their Linfjo. 
(father wild f3owt*rs for their Liofco. 
While those SiEttcm Acren ahould 

Ewing him. 
Swing him gently flfi ho jlumbercd. 
Then their bows and arrciwa took 

iJiey. 
Took ftnd sta^rted to the forest. 
And the si&torB swinging Lingo 
Thus began to say among them — 
" flee this Lingo ! wb^ aii scifemn 
Aa this brother of our htiebandji? 
Neither Uugha lie, neither »poak4 

he, 
Neitlter looks h& Bvon »t ms. 
Ho must laughs and epenk^ <uid 

l»Ao\boI. 
MtiHt this v^ry solomu Liu^o : 
Let na pinch jind pull und hug 

him/" 
And tht^y pulled iim hy the nrttw, 
Pulled hia feet and jiinehed hii 

nrras; 
Bub Lhe more they pulled and 

fiinc'hod him 
:C Boundcr elopt our Linfio. 
Till ihtf wMt-?rB. vejred to find him 
Nothing iftring for fheir t<iyiijg, 
Took to bugging ruther elopelj;^ 
Hugged that very vjrtuoua Lingo, 
Till th4>y woke htm from hie 

sleeping 
Wrathful tl^on was holy Lingo^ 
At those wjui ton Giont'a daiight^ra 
Rose the llfline of indignation 
From hia boota up to his top- 
knot ; 
Liruked about hiBi for (v weapon. 
For a woap'm tio chAstise tlicm; 
Saw a j^etle bard and beavy^ 
reatte iiuuk for hulking rice with ; 
Bounderl from hlii a wing iLud 

a»tzed \t. 
With it throAhod tho^ Giont'e 

OaUKbtera : 
TtirnHbed them till thiiy Mloftfid 
loudly^ 



\ 
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Fled nnil rnfinMi like Bull* of 

fled find hid thorn in their wig' 

Smm thn llmihen baok re- 
ijiminR, 

•in^ f;4nic cud bringing wild 
U I were. 
Foiiiid iheif I^ngo iiiietlyeleepma : 



Gi^Uin none hie swing wcro rocl 
thflj' hetooV 



ing. 
Much Mtoriabod, 

them 

To Ibo wigwams of ibe Siskia* 
BiiL liAd sc^rtrL-« Itegiin \v ^u\i[ 

ihem 
Ere tJi<?y ftjund the Ubiog tumid— 
'■ Vrcily fpUuwH are juu iruly I 
Thu* lo leave vojr wives behind 

JOtt 

And Kr> Ktinting In iho fon^sl. 
While j'otir very hdly Liiigii 
Ttiw ^ arttf upon our virtiic. 
We bav« quite miido up onr 

mimls xiuw 
Not to atay another minute, 
Bat to tttko oar bode and wfttd 

And TCtum to wlieie WA cftine 

from — 

To our pot*r dcfc ivpd Papa T " 
Then the Brirthrft aaid uuitinu 

them— 
^ that ninhil, wicked ioitgu f 
HvK the vilTnixi W deceived un ! 
Wiec we DfT(?ri*d hiivt tlie fainunt, 
No, ho wanted h>qp, he told u*; 
Cnllnl them ?t]Afam, oillcd them 

Now to pky so moftn u trick on 
Vb vfUcn hunting m the foreet 1 
Let tu get Link to tbc jungle, 
Kill him dier?. und pull Ins eyvs 

out. 
Hftroa and antolopea we've hunted. 
Now «a'l\ liunt atit Ule.Ic Lingo. 
Bveml or wnter let u« t«uch not 
Till wo\^c played a game of 

nuAtbloa 



Wrrh i,he eyesi^f Uith1n?tii Ijin^o." 
Thi-n i.h«iy wpnt imd wakened 

Lmgi>, 
Saying* " Ri«e> our youngc*t 

broT.hflT,'' 
And be rose^ and wobdering ask«d 

then) 
AVIiv »ii lat* tJiey had net^im^, 
Brmging nothing fr**m the fopett. 
And they aoawered, " Lo, a 

Creature* 
Mighf'V Fitmag, Bppeand before u« ; 
And we fouglLt him with mir arrowy, 
buL ilitB mtj^hty Creature fell not, 
Neillier fled h^i L^oine then with 

Then roeo Linj^o, and before them 
^lalkud lie on tut'j the futt^it. 
T" the fiire*tM<haflf primeval, 
L<>T>kt>d for tcao«« of tlie Creature 
lu rJie grwe. amc^ng the bu^hca . 
Put- (bis mighty CTOature n&w not. 
Then thev eat them down and 

reat^d 
By the Tree <^aIleJ SAreh^ti. 
And the Brothers went for water. 
Wont and pondcnd buv to kib 

lum: 
And rvtiirningMifrJy, hidden 
By the- itvni 111 SArekfitd, 
From thvii bowa four arrows aped 

lJiey» 
Biilruah Khufu. nt hdly LiDip>. 
Spilt bin tikull vf&»f picrcod im 

nock waE. 
Clr^Ft thu liver was of IJngo. 
Down he droppc^d, and out lu« 

life poaacd. 
By tht Trte *^lled SawkaLi. 
Then u kiiiro they took and 

frcuged him, 
Out the c>-ei!i they boned of lingc ; 
In a holo tJiey put tlu body; 
Stre^-od It over with tome 

brancbca ; 
fHilM KoniD leavtu and mode a 

gobh't 
For tJio bored out eyoa ol Lingo i 
Tioi] Jt up into a waidtcloth. 



^^^ IM THE HIGKT.4NDS OF CENTKAL TXDIA ^^B 


^H Hied them liornQW^rd to thujr Wtxlt the brhr«d<iitf. cvtw of Unj^. ^| 


^^B tvigivfima ; 


8ij the Rrolhore fi>itr of Lmgo ^H 


^H CnWvd tJju[r wjpeA^ aud lit nome 


And thiititf aavt-D nice youDg ^H 


^H torcbas. 


women ^H 


^H Kluzing torolu» made ol fUz- 


CLuek&d tig ey«8 About bice ^M 


^H sUkUc^; 


marbba ^M 


^H riajei] t1r<>ir hortui game of 


For an hour's time by tha torch ^| 


^^^^H fooibkft 


lifi^t. ■ 


^^^ in.— THE RESURRECTION OF LINGO, AND DELIVERY V 


^1 OF THE g6NIIS. J 


^^1 In til? Gnurt of gre^t Rljagwajitdl 


Lookt^d br<Iow them, found our ^H 


^H Sat the D^itioA assembled ; 


Lingo, H 


^H 8ut tti&y lu the Upper World, 


Looking horrid, with hie oyoe out, ^| 


^H Wcudering wLtire, in earthly 


BpUt hjs nktUl, and pienied hi« ^M 


^^1 re^Jr.ijr^. 


livrtr ^1 


^H Lay ttv body of their Lin^o : 


Hiud Ijim back to great Ghag- 


^H Wondered iuut:Ii, but notlkio|; 


wnntd!, ^ 


^^M kjbew iliey^ 


Told the doleful lale of Lingo. ■ 


^H In what region it h&d fallen. 


The)) tho God aaid, " Ku T 1 see it, ^H 


^^M Then BLaj^wuntill took it bciam, 


By hm birth-pl&cc \ma ho fuUoii, ^H 


^^1 WAfilied Ok little of Ilia budj» 


By the flowerma tre« PAktndi." ^H 


^H WtLflhed :( little of the dirt off - 


Tlieu he sent for K&rto Siibal. ^M 


^H Took aud madi? of it an ima|^ ; 


Oavc a ^aak of h&avonly Amnt ^M 


^H Breathed th« breaUi of life into it; 


(Bade liim well to shake the ^M 


^H Made Kagnsur, Lord of EUvRns. 


htM-). ^M 


^^P Amrjf si>rmkled lie upon it. 
^^M Frozu Ilia Jiund rctcucd it. saving — 


For external applanation ^H 


To the skull and nech and )iver ^H 


^H ^' 8oarcK tht? fift^sU, fleurdi tlio 


OF the goU(^d liud butdicrcd ^M 


^^1 mouQtHiiu. 


lingo; ■ 


^H S«&r<dt the volloys, eeatoh ih& 


And dcsputched him with Eagewir ^M 


^H nvtitfl, 


To the vaIIsv KaohikopA, ^| 


^H For iW body uf my Lingo, " To thu H«?d hilh, I^ihugJidd. ^1 


^H Then Kag^ur. Lord of Ruvtrns, Flew the Ruven etruiglit befon> B 


^H He ihii vory bluckund DUiminR, him; ^^ 


^H Swiftly Ht"^ ^^> ^1^ 'ii^v^("i^i ' Reached tha pluce ; tht^n Edrto ^| 


^^1 SoArehed Lc dr^t t]ie Up[«r 


Sobrd ■ 


^H He^mnu, 


Touk tha Hank of heavenly Amrit, ^M 


^H Thence descended to the Lover; 


Poured it o'er hU wounds and ^t 


^H Searahed their hilla a^ul glriu und 


bntines, H 


^^m fo rests. 


Stitehing u y the chiefcet o^^enings ^| 
In hw head and hit abdcmpn. ^M 


^H Till he TCBcbed the Iron VevUc/, 


^1 In tie Red llilla. Lahugjid^, 


Bono his evefl beeon to opeu.* ^M 


^^1 Peered among the for^iit thtekets, ' And h« sinvr tht; l^ird of RAwns; ^M 


^H Saw the twjg3 that covered Lingo, ' Thoughthe'dEioptaliitlosoundly; H 


^^^^^ ^ The water of immortntity. ^H 


^^^^^L^^ ' It ia not minted how tUow organs were reatoied to bim. ^^^H 
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red Uiem. ''HaiI i\my seen hiji 

BrothePB f " 
And AW- wrv Tuucb aatoundcd 
WLea tfiKV U'lil liiui liuw tLrj 

fniJh'l him 
QouclhI rmd butchond by his 

Then \iff tLought perhaps 'twere 

bettor 
Now to Icavo Hub lot of Brotb«», 
And tiieir seVHu iiiiw /NUiig 

women ; 
And ^ «o«k ttotio othor Sijctoca, 
Sltl«Qji thnifilimg-lloora i>f Koitor. 
So tlu> 8tfimfj Ctdf] iind ttiv 

Uied them b^ick und told Bbng- 

wiwiL&l 

Of thc>irmtr((eiy 8Udc«'««FuL 
And our Lingo lit/ijvtrtrs 

WaiidcW sjkdi.v through tbu iunwt, 
W^uuk^red iiti acrciHn 1.Ir< rtHiuDFaiiiA 
Till lh<* djirkcmii^ of 11h5 eveainu, 
Wajufore*! en tmtil thi- night fclL 
St^raumed ibci [juutlior in tLvi 
foriwt, 
Giowled tiio bear upon the moun- 
tain, 
And OUT Unqp thi^n bethou^zht him 
Of their oanmbnl prorvnsities, 
fian at iicuid tho tree t^irudd. 
dAmbnmd up tnU< iu hnmclios. 
Uorknow foU uprio tbe forest, 
iioar? their hcad^ nag^d, ycliod 

lIjc jjii'lcdi — 
KoIyAl the Kmg of Jiu^Valx. 
Soumicd loud thoir dreadful voicee 
In that forMtsiJuido pnme'Al. 
ThLin tbo duiigle-0>nk Gugi^tee, 
Mull tbe Pedcock, Kun the Wild 

T^rmr^trickcji scnxfcbed And 

>hijdd«p»d 
In tbnt forMt«hAde primevniH 

But th« Mood uroso at midnight, 
PoLirc^d hnrflcmdof AilvcrmdiiLnce, 
Lif;h:«d aII tbtt fc^roet archfla, 
Through Ihcir gloomy briHiichoa 

skin ling; 



Tail till Tiirigo, iKWidi^rin^ d(M*p[y 
On Ilia SjxIaou Scortu of Koitnr 
Then thought LicigOi I will nak 

her 
For my Siitvon Soorva of Koitor. 
" I'ell mi>. O Muon I " aaid LinRo, 
'' Tdl, BiigUUiDcr i>i lie dark- 

nt^Fw, 
Whom my Siilo«B Scon» nn 

bidden." 
But tliL- Modi J tutiled uuwunLA, 

upwards. 
And hor cold And glan<Mng moon- 

Buid, " Your Gr^nild, T Kavg not 

Kcun them/* 
And tbc ^tam came forth and 

l.vrinkli'<) — 
TwinlclinueiFTa ubtiiT the fr>reit. 
Lin;*o PAm> '* Uf^tun^ that twinkle ! 
liyrs tUut ]uok inlu tin; Jarknii«i, 
Tl'II me where mv Sixiebn Scon* 

arft,' 
But the cold BtarH, twinkling ever, 
&iid, " Ttiur tJ^ndfJ, we bn»B nut 

wun tbem." 
Broke the monimg, the akj rod- 

dcrunl, 
Pad^d ©ut tbe utarof morning, 
Kojic the Sun tibove tho fonvt, 
l^riiliant Hun the Lord of Morning. 
And our Wgti liUJnk diyirrndi^d, 
Quickly mn lie to tho vanlwnrd, 
Fell before the Uird of Alomingj 
Qnvc tbe ^reat Siiu uJutaliou — 
''Tell, *m!'^ be said, "dit- 

cover 
When; tay Sixteen Scores of 06ndB 

am/' 
But the Lord of Day r^ply made — 
" Hear, O Luigo* I a rilgrim 
Wander oawarda through four 

wut^Ticat 
Serving Qod^ I have seen notbing 
Of your Uixtren ScorT4 of Koitor. 
Tbrrt our LiuKo WHudered on- 
wards 
Thnjiigli the nr<'hM of tlu* foreut; 
Wandered ou until Lofnrc him 
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^H Saw ihc tfrntto nf a harmit* 


And the bonce began to show ^\ 


^^t Oil! lirtd duge. t];c Black KuiTinit, 


throiiKh- 


^H He the very vise and kcciwing, 


Then the Orent God M4Fiddevi M 


^^1 Ug the grciLto^t of &ljtgicjajiei> 


Felt his Mat bcpn to tn^tiblc, ^M 


^^M Boro iQ davd that arc forgctten, 


Felt his gi>lden 8ico\ all fihakmK ^| 


^^1 In the unrcineiiibcn^il nge«. 


Fn:im the p^nnut^e of our Lingo. ^M 


^H HnltiUtJcn gave, and ticked liim — 


Felt, nnd wondered who on earth ^M 


^1 '* I^ll, Hcrmib! Urc»t Kumait 1 


This devotee waa that was footing ^^ 


^^H Where my Sixteen Scorch of Goniib 


Till bis ^iildeu at^iifl wjls fhikkin^H ^U 


^H 


Stepped he down from Dewalgirf, ^B 


^H TJicn replied the BUck Ma- 


Cnme and aaw tJiat bod e{ pnckUe 


^H gi^iao. 


Whea^ i>iir Lui^ [ay unmoving, ^_ 


^H Spake diadninfiiTIy in this wise — 


Atiked him what kia liUle game ^| 


^H " lin^ hear^ your (jofida aro 


waa, ^1 


^H MSCB, 


Why bia ^rjdea stool wn& shaking 9 ^M 


^H E&ting CitU, and mice, nnd bnndi- 


Answered Liuyn. " Mi^lity BuJer! ^M 


^^M coots, 


Nothing le«s will stop tlint shn.kiD^ ^M 


^H Bating pigs, and cftvfa, &nd huStk- 


ThfLD my Sixteen Soon^a of Koitnr ^M 


^H Ioim; 


t^'udered up all iiafe and hurtleu ^M 


^H Filthy wretches ! wliemfDm nsk 


From your trjive in Efewnlgin/" ^B 


^^^^ 


Then the Groat Qod^ much di«- ^M 


^^^^K liyon wish it I will t«lJ Ton. 


gufited. ^M 


^^^^V Our ^i^jLl. MAhaJevi onLigLt t-liaui, 
^ And huB shut them up securely 


DfTered all he had to Linge, ^H 


O^^red kingdom, nam?. undnchtt*, ^| 


^^1 tn a cave within tko bowela 


OffoTtid anytitiikg he wiahcd for, ^| 


^H Of biA mouiiUm Dcwolgiri. 


'' Only leave vumv atinkiQg KgitQr ^M 


^^M Witb A atJ~ine of Hixi^en riibitq, 


W4>I1 i^hnt lip in Dewalgirl/' ^| 


^^M And hie bulldog fioroo BLLsm^ur, 


Kul uur Luigo all rohtiing ^M 
Would have notbing nut hla ^| 


^H @«rve tbern rigbt toj, 1 cciL^idur, 


^H Filthy. v«.atele«s, «tiziking 


Koitor; ^M 


^H wreteh^fi 1 *' 


Gave a turn to run the thoma a ^H 


^H And iht^ llvrmit tn hia ^otto 


Little dnepcr in his midriO, ^H 


^H Buck retiimad, uid deeply pon- 


WiuL-fld lh« Grettt Qvd, ''Vd? ^1 


^H dered 


WF^ll ibi^n. ^M 


^H On tho cIjitb that nre forgott^n^ 


Take your Gdnda— but first ft H 


^H On tbc It n re mem be red ftgcu. 


favour. ^M 


^H BuEh our Lingo wondered on- 


ily the sbi^ire of f.lic Ulark Wal^r ^| 


^H wards. 


Lives a bird they call Black Bindo ; ^M 


^H FftstiTia:. praying!, doin^ pcnnnoc; 


Mucfi I wish t'^ »co hia jouns i>dc«, ^M 


^^1 Laid bini ud u bud <jf pnuklca, 


Little Bindofi from the sea-shore; ^M 


^H ThnmA long nnd nharp And pierc- 


For an offering bring rJi^^e BindoA, ^M 


^1 


Then your Goads takt^ froin niy ^M 


^H^ Fftating ky he devotee -like > 


mountain." H 


^^^^^ Hand not lifting, fout not Ijft.ing, 


Tlien our Lingo rose and wan^ ^| 


^^^^t Eye not openung, nothing eeein^. 


dered, ^M 


^^^^^ Twelve montha long Uiut Uy and 


Wundcrtd onwarda through the H 


^H^ fkuUrd. 


fonsst. ^M 


^H Til] his flpiith WM dry and 


Till he reached the scunding sm- H 


^^k wiUiGiwd, 


obure, ^M 
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ReAcljpd The blink of tU BUolt 

Found tbo Bmdo bxnib w&ro ab- 
sent 
ftem their rwtfit upon the sbji- 

shore, 
Abaent brmtbg in tho foreal, 
Huiitjnij t^lcpljAnU pnxli^jdim. 
Which Ibey killed and took thair 

brauu) otiti 
CTHckod ihuir fikulbi, tuxd bKiu^Uti 

their brains lo 
Twd their (lE^llov kttt^ Qindoa, 
Wuiiici^ fljidly by the Ma-ehoie. 
8ev«n ijmejt h fe»rful Mvrpent, 
Bh^vrAmijj the horrick »i?rp»rit, 
Spqxnt bom in acvima cavijnu, 
OjokinK f^rtJi iivta Uie BUc-k 

Had Jevourtd the little Bindoa^ 
Broods vi caltuw little fjindoa 
Wrtiling 'iiuWy by l1j& »«a-«hoTB, 
In the abwntro oi their parents. 
Uigfath thifl bfood voOp Stood 

Btfiii^ he poniiering beside them — 
'* l\ I Ukp thtao little wwtohoa 
In the flbncncc of their partntj 
Thvy witl cjiU mu thief and r<jbl>L-r. 
No I I'll wiut till Ihuy cDine bvck 

here." 
TbriL }it? tfijij bim down jlticI 

■lumbund 
By the little wttdin)^ Bindoa. 

Aa bcs]c|>t the rlrcadful serpent, 
RUiiitf, cnnic frt>m the Hhick 

Wutar, 
Qtmo to cat tho callonr Bindoa, 
In the uYiM-Xiiv of their purrntj. 
Came he tnink-liko from ihn 

tratcm, 
(kme with fcnrful jnnii distended, 
Hiij^ jind horrid. Like n hji:iki-t 
K<>r the tviiinoH-ii^' of com 
iiupc A hood of vojt dimcnnionn 
Oct hift fittte niul fltnuHul vieuigc. 

8hrickcd the Suidoa j'oung und 

oollow, 
Gato & cij of lamcntfttioD ; 



Roea oar Lingo lAAw the MiULftler; 
Drew nn arrow from hie quiver, 
Shut it ewiit mto his etc-niach, 
^Shur{) ^d c^uttina lu ihii aUiuizicdiv 
Theo ftriorh^r and anr-lher; 
CJeft him mtfi «even )M«oea; 
Witu;i^lod ihll the OQVcti pieces. 
Wrtggivd bs<:kffard>i to the wAter, 
Bab our Lingn, Bu-ift advAneing. 
Sciaod the hoad-piooe in hia armo, 
EuotJitd thti bnixut oub <m th 

boulder, 
lAJd it down bdflide the Bindos, 
Callow willing littlo Bmdod. 
On it iHid htm. like a pillow, 
And began again to alumber, 

Scron rutumod tho parent l}indo« 
Piuut biteir hunlinif ici the fonwt; 
Bringing hrain« And(?yM of t^meh. 
And <ft elephants r»^>dia»oiia, 
Fc-r t'loir little callow HiodoH 
Wailing tiHiliy by the TOn-*ln»re, 
But the BindoB young and callow 
Braina of camols ^vculd not 

Ssid — " A prptty iPt of pnn^nln 
You urc truly I thun to leave mu 
Sadly vidilicK ^7 the eea-abom 
Tu lit* eat*n by the serpent — 
Bhiwarndig tfcie dreadful vemnt — 
0&m& he up from the BUck Wat^r, 
Quuts tu vat UH liulu Dinilob, 
When tina very valmnt Lingo 
Shot an arrow in liia elomoon. 
Out hina into ocvea piecw^' 
Oi\% U) IJtigo bfaina of dtniebt 
Kycd of eleph&nu prodigloua." 
Then the tiad pat(^^l&l Bindo 

Saw the he&d-pjeui of the Wtpcnt 
Under J.\n^o\ head a pillow. 
And lie ^aiii, ^' O valiant Lingo, 
Ask wijalc^tr you may «i?ih (or/' 
Then Iw a*keil the lilHe l)i]i«ri« 
Far an oITericg to the firpat <Jod, 
And thi* fond ^nit^^mjil Bindo, 
T^lucL diagUHtt'd, firul rcfuAtng* 
Soon ooniented ; cai'l he'd go too 
With the fond matcrDal Bindo — 
Take them nil upon hJa ahoiildcrs, 
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^^^^ And ty atfi^ght to Dewslgirf. *^ Lo, thia very VAliuit linjcn ? ^| 


^^^B l^hftsmtdhia mighty piiijoiu, 

^^^^^ TookhiA Bindoe upoiL oni> side 


Hera ha is with all the Bmdos. ^1 


Tho Black Bindoa from the aoa- ^M 


^^M And our Liuj^u vd lliti uLhof. 


sh^JH}." ■ 


^H Thus th&y ftoare<i nway together 


Tlien rhe Great Ood, ln^^^h ^| 


^H From ihii ahorcti of tho Bia^k 


dm^Ufttod, ^B 


H Water, 


Drjvi*n quitie into a tinier, ^H 


^H And die fond mat^niJkl BidcIo, 


Tiuik i>ur fjingii In t.lie ravern, ^| 


^H O'er UWBi hovenng, apreod an 


Sent BasmA^ur to hia konnel, 


^H Aummg 


livid Lit) Df>ee, and moved av^y 


^^M Willi litir bnuul auil uii^lily 


the ^ 


^H O^er Mr uffiiprmjj and our Lmf^o. 


Mighty aton^ of ai;tteen cubits; ^M 
CUlud ihuBfi Sixteen 8coro« of ^| 


^H By the fur<^ate and tUe muuu- 


Goudfl ouL, ^1 


^H Uma 


Mftde tlieni over to their LIiiko. 
And they aaid, '* Path«t ^ 
Lingo ! ■ 

What a bad time we've liad ^ 


^H 8ix months' journey vw it tkither 


^H To tho mounUm Ddsval^irj. 


^^^ Kre thisi convoy from the Aca- 


nf it. 


^H 4han.i 


Not a thm^ to fill our belliea ^m 


^H Lighted 0af« on Di'^algirl: 


In tluH horrid gloomy duo^on.** ^H 


^H Xoucbud the kniiL-k4^r no the gate- 


But mir Lin^o ^ave theuk dinner, ^M 


^H ^ay 


Gave thorn rice and flour of ^| 


^1 Of the Qtva,i God IU4b<ldevA, 


md[t^t, H 


^^1 And thti tnFssengtr Narayan 


And they went off to the river, ^| 


^H Ansvaring, went and told hb 


Had a drink, and oooked and ' 


^^^^^ juaater— | eat it. ^n 


^r^ IV,— SETTLEMENT OF THE n6NDS. AND PA3S1NG OF 1 


^B LINGO. 1 


^H Then they rose and follow^ 


Called them brother, called tham ^M 


^H FcUowcn onwards to tho fore§t, 


mcther; H 


Bound with oatha Ut l>car tkfrm H 


^^m Friim the luouotnin DewAlgirl ; 


^^ 


^H Followed on tJU niglit desoended. 


And the Alligator Pi'iai^, ^H 


^^K And before tbom saw a rivor> 


Looming long upon t-ho watvr, ^H 
Bore tlie Gondii »nfo tiie tonent, ^^ 


^B Dark and swollen with the torrunb 


^^M BiirsiiDg down fmni Dswfilgiri, 
^^B From tiui scows of DewnlgLn. 


Thrnngh the black and roaring 


water : ^H 


^H On thut river nothiji^r a^w tbay. 


And the River- Turtle Dd,ml H 


^^1 Boat iiur rHft, to wafln iheni over. 


With our Lin^o followed ufter ^H 


^H Nothing a&w they tik the torrent 


Seen the faithleas AlJj^tor, ^| 


^1 But tho A^li^Ator Pus^, 


In tha doep and roaring water^ ^H 


^1 And the River Turtle Djlm^, 


Slipping from heJow his cargo, ^H 


^H FlnyifLg, rolling, in tim wfLtJ>r. 


Left them floundering in the walKr. ^^ 


^^^^^ Then out lingo called theu to 


Then our Lingo stretched hii ^| 


^^^^^ 


hand out, ^H 
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Fi»)i»i1 tiiAm out upon th^ Turtle ; 
FiLtttifif[ IMmiT bcrc tht^m oawnrd 
O'er thjitbWk ami mnrmittfitTcnt^ 
Bor* t.firm on jirroMi thi* rivtr, 
Anrf ill* Sixteen vownd t& cherish 
Nftmo <if Dami witJi ihcm evcf, 
Who linii bomo Uiont aafc and 

hiinlfiu 
0'c<r thftt <inrk and fcrnmin^ river. 
Th«D the 7 travcJlctJ throiigJi 

tJjfl fnrrslr, 
Ov^r m&wntjiin, ovor vfllUy^ 
To the GitiiH ai S*ven MoiJiit«m3, 
To ilie Twelve UiJla in the Va]le>'s. 
Th*ie tGmnined nitb Holy Lingo, 
Uo the very wtos and prudsntf 
T&u^ht to clear the fcrest tJucketo, 
TftUglii t-o rcnr i3\e RUt«ly millet^ 
TftUglit U> yok« the atufdy oxen, 
Taught to build t'licn^mywni^on, 
R^Ned ft rtly, ruLMxl Kirhiairii ; 
City fenced in fmm the forott, 
MjvlIo ft marlcot in ^f&^bC[mi- 
Bict AD(J pra«pcmus ^tcw N4r- 

hwmt — 
80 tboy flonrinhpd and remainfrd. 
Tli«n oTiT LinjJEo ctkUt^d thorn 

B&Qged ih«m all in row beaide 

him, 
&pak« in tMa wis©—" ir*ar, 

Brethren 1 
Ifothijkg know y« «f your fathefc, 
Of yaur moth^n, of your brothers* 

PVhuru to Uu^ wiih, Vhhoni lo 
mafry: 
V«ot it ifi not yo ahouJd bo «o 
LilEc the croaturw of the fowet/' 
^K Then hi* diOM them from «ach 

^H ChoM- iknd named theU tnbea 

^H JialiuclivH ; 

^KOfaOM the flnt and aaid, " Vu- 

^^ wajjA." 

Ikua began tlie tribe M^nwaiji, 
Br the ^d t^k DiUmkwjiU, 
fifttd h« oaUixl him " Dihakwdii/' 
KoiUbAtel nainod luwlbcr, 
Aud auuthar KoikoMtal — 



Kriikohi^tjil wild nnd tamphqn. 
Thna he named thorn an ho chow 

them, 
TIM the ^ixfiwn ftcnpwi warn nnm- 

bpftid, 
Till the Tribes had all bci^n chosen. 
Nnjtt; nmt'ii^ thein olumo th« 

Hdpat., 
Chnve an old man haary headed, 
ChoM and called hiA nai^e '^ Faf^ 

dhitiiA," 
Friost nni^ MojuKin^r ho called 

him, 
HJIed and At^nt him on a mewHge 
To Ihp Ri^d HilU l^iigndi, 
Tho £rnn Vallny, Kachiknpli; 
To those Brolhera four ho front 

him, 
Sent to a»k them for thnir daugh^ 

tora 
Til biT ^vedded to liis Koitof— 
Thns the Tribes our Linit^ matiKl. 
Thua tlwy grew and multjpIiM. 
Then he <ho&e tiiem into hoii«ca| 
Into f;imili(vi of wvpn, 
01 six, of four, he chf-sQ thera. 

And ho *ftid, *' O K<-itor listen ! 
tfoAlien' Gudh of Q^mda are wor- 

ahipiipd ; 
Let ufl make nn Uodn and ii^nrhhip," 
Then Tuade Ohii^iihi the IVUGod. 
Mada and gnva ne fj~i i^tanwftjjd. 
Brought the Wjld BulJ a Taif and 

Lamed it 
CJ^ifvurdvo ; bn^u^ht Iho War 

God— 
Qodollfon, ini&raAP^nd; 
Mank^< lte>1^H Jmii:v> Beytil— 
ThiJKthi^ir tribal Oixla he fiuhionad. 
Taught tliem hov to raiaa their 

ftlban: 
Taught k« oflcr anexificci — 
Iloafy gi^tn, white cocka a janr 

oJd, 
Vir^n co»^ and juioe of robowa ; 
Taught r/i praiie with wiva and 

TvftD^ of J&ntur, iCQ&d of drum- 
miag— 
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Dnim ol BeejdsAI re>fiundinp;— 
Donr^mg. ein^ng, by the nltan. 
Thua ho taught thctn, llolj 

As4 Kin IftKt vrordfl then be itt- 

torod— 
'* Keep your promuc to tbe Turtle. 



To the Rivor-Turtkj DAm*; 
To t,b? Goda I now am ^oing/' 
Then he melted mm their 

virion ; 
And they stnuned thm «y«ft to 

Mc him, 
Dut he VbuiAhed, im J naa ipoen not. 




iJt^NDS OF lUJt SAUVliflU lU^dflK. (ffOffl a i'/wfojTflj^A.) 



CHAPTER VI 



I 
I 



THE TEAX HSOION 

On the 28th of March, bnving seen onr forcflt lod^ 
ID A fuir way to completion, I left the Puchmiirroe plateau, 
and entered on the first of nmny long joiirnovB of t^xploru- 
tion among the forests of the Sconi, Cliiiidwarii^ and 
R^AI distnctfl. 1 have already described the^c as being 
-atuated on the great central table-land of this mountain 
zonge, from the centre of which jutR up the atill higher 
formation called the M&hadeo (or Purhmurr«e} group. 
The general elevation td the table*laiid ia about 20ttf> ft^et 
above the sea ; hut thi?^ general level Is broJceii by niiinen^ns 
minor projections, besides the great one of the Miihiideo 
range, which generally esliibit the peculiar fiat topped 
outline of bills of the trap formation.* The overflow of 
basalt has indeed been nearly universal over alt this vast 
region, the great MAlifideo sandstone block, and a few 
isolated peaks of granite, known at once by their sharp 
and aplintered peaks, being the only notable breaks in the 
great volcanic ocean. To judge from the great extent 
of table-land lying at about the elevation of 2OO0 feet, 
thia would appear to have been the original level of the 
trap overfiow, the higher peaks of that formation, which 
reach in a few places to 3000 feet, bemg more probably 
the result of ftiibacqucnt iipheavab The plateau has. 
however, been generally denuded by t!ie larger streams 
to a depth of about 1000 feet, where they wtill run over 

^ Mftny of lhe» isolated hiLl«, bvmu fl&l-toij|jctl anil ftomjuuiW 
hy pferipitous a^^afps, and fraqdently nintinhed wiih defirajwinrs in 
which rfiin-wftler collects, ».n nAturaJ fortrewes of ati ftlmo&l irapreg- 
ntbls stionclh; utd, vith the addition i>f £umv niiio mo^ocp^ worka^ 
were ganeruly occupied for tLiii |.iurpo«e hy the hill OaaU in fornujc 

17* 
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Tolouiic beds at the level of ibc great aoiiihoni plain (^ 
the Decean, The extent of k-vol plutw^u i& thos much 
ditninisfaed, on the one hand by ttie ramifLcations of the 
drainage ftystein, and on \Aw otli<?r by tbti liighwr ningtw;, 
and the long sloping valleys which connect them with the 
plateau, 

I have called tiiia volcanic region also the region of the 
teak tree in Central India. It is so gen€7ally, but, strictly 
spe&kingr the teak tree does not nctually confine it»eif 
to tlie trap formation ; nnr. on the other h^J.ntl, is the ie-ak 
the only, or even the principal, timber tree of the tmp 
country. No auch close lin&s of diatinction exist in nuttirc, 
but the coincidence is, I think, HufRcicnt to warrant the 
inference of some link of connection between them. More 
or less, teak is scattered all over thia region, but the 
principal forests are found cliriglv^g l^j the Akiris of the higher 
ranges ri.sing from the general level of the plateau. The 
more extensive level portions of the oouJitry have long 
been cleared of jungle for purposes of cultivation, and for 
a loug way around these settlements the forests have 
been hacked down into mere scrub for the common renuire- 
mcntfi in timber and fnel of the people. The outer slopes 
of the plateau, towards thp kiwer plains, have also been 
long ago swept of all valuable teak; and, moreover, fK>m 
their sterile nature, have probably at no time produced 
any large quantity of timber- Even in the higher and 
more aecliided fracts, where forests of teJtk yet remain, 
the Oftusca already referred to have now reduced the 
nimibcr of mature and well-grown trees to a very small 
proportion of the whole, no small that in few phioes are 
tfierc niore remauiing than will authce to reproduce the 
forests by their seed iu a period of fifty to a hundred yean*. 
Everywhere the t^eak grows very much in patches inter- 
mixed wit}i otlier species, the principal hardwoods of 
which in these forcats arc the Sij {rcnUiptera], the Bijfieal 
(Pterocar-pus), the Dhaora (Cmocarpm), and in a few 
localities the Aujau (HaTdwickifi). Many other species 
have I^jeen observed, of wluuh a list will be found in an 
Annendis- 

^eak tree of Central India attaim a girth 
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m ten to fifteen feet^ with a bolo of seventy or eighty 
t to tlie head of branulie^i. PtTfccl H]>i^cim0tLJ« are. 
ever, rar«t, tin* majority of such trt-cs an reniuiu liaivin^j 
suffered itijurj' in tie sapling stage from firp or axe, so 
to permaiientiy contort their form. The aoft scaly 
~i, Urge flabby leaves, and generally fltraggling and 
*' seedy" habit of growi^h of the teak, are certainly, I 
tJiink, disappoiiitliig to those accustomed to the trim 
firm aspfict of other hardwood forests, and particularly to 
wich as have had the opportunity of comparing it with 
the striking appearance of the overgrccn Sal forests of 
the more eastern regionj^. In the rainy Boauon tlie teak 
tre^ is sunnouiitctl by a heavy head of larg*? green leaves, 
supporting mji»scs of j"elli.>wisb white flowers; Hud when 
in considerable masAes tt thf^n gives a peculiar and not 
nnpleasant character to the scenery. The large umbrella- 
like leaves are admirably fitted for the great function of 
vegetation at that season, in brealdng the direct impact 
of the rain torrent on the soil of the hill slopes, which woukl 
otherwise sooti tud in depriving the rucky sktlett^ns of 
the hills of their covering of earth and vegetation. But 
this foliage is very deciduous, and by the month of March 
little of it remains on the tree. Then the yellow brittle 
fallen leaves in many places strew the ground bo thickly 
&s to make silent walking impossible. As a facetitms 
ftieiul once expi-essed it, in a very unnecessary whisper, 
when we were trying to creep up to a atag E^^mbar in auch 
a cover—" It was like walking on tin boxcd," 

Forests containing any great number of tolerably large 
teak trees are, however, now extremely few ; ajid, oj; I 
have said, the tciik haa been indiscritninatety hacked 
down for every sort of purpose, for many gencTatiooB» 
over nearly the whole area where it is found* Among 
its tumerouH other valuable qualities, however, it includes 
that of rapidly throwing up a head of tall slender poles 
from the wtdrips, if they are allowed to remain in the 
gnnind. In hvc yeftr» this I'njipico woml will attain a 
height of twcuty-live or thirty feet, and a girth of one to 
two feet. Such polcLt are invaluable in a country where 
habitatiouti arc in great mctu^uie very flmall, ftnd bi 
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of wond ftlone— far more ^-ahiftMe, in fact, than larger 
timber, which is only useful for the exCL<ptioDbl clasd of 
structures comprising the lesidencea of wealthy persons, 
Europ^nn kouhes. and public edlBces, It waa thus, pcit* 
haps, scarcely very aurpri^iiiig that when we suddenly 
demanded] from the forests » large and permanent HUpply 
of large timber lor our railway systenij we found that they 
eould not afford it, though it by no mcana follows that the 
forests were not in a useful state to meet the ordinary 
requirements of the country. 

Our treatment of this question of the teak foreatj4 is 
a good example of the difficulties in Indian iKlminiatmtion 
which arise from the absence of accurate information on 
the real requirements of the country, and the obstaelcd 
in the way of reconciling the conditions of a low and almost 
stationary Htage of society with nineteenth-century " pro- 
gress'* and high-pressure civilisaitou. In the cry for 
great timberi* for onr railways we totnlly forgot, or neg- 
lected^ the demand of the masses of the popuhition for 
small timber for their houses and many other purposes. 
We shut up every acre of the teak -producing country we 
could, and referred them to inferior sorts of wood, afl the 
best ttpef^ie** besides teak having been tabooeii along with 
it. Tin* otbcr sj^ecie^ i\i timl»er, when used yoiuig, mostly 
decay in a year or two in an Indian climate; and so the 
people were put to a vast unnecessary expenditure of 
labour in renewals^ while we strove, by pruning and pre- 
Hcrving^ to make large t-tmber grow out of tlie scnibby 
coppice wood wliich Itad before supplied their wants; 
and. as it proved, strove entii'cly in vain. Thia pollarded 
teak will not grow straight and large, pnrne we never so 
wisely. It will grow well to a certain size, the size the 
natives requite it, but after that it decays and twists into 
every variety of tortu4iiis sJiape. Wbat we fthoidd hav*i 
done was to resen-e the best forests for timber purposes 
proper, and apply to the rest — the vaatly greater part of 
them — only such measures as would cnauro the host and 
quickest production of coppice wood for the requirements 
of l^he people. It hoH been said that they should learn 
to do AS European nations do, convert large trees to smaller 
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BcantlingA by tlic saw, us it is an imdoubtcd (act that 
ioresta yield tt larger Aggregate supply of tinil^er when the 
trees ate allowed U* iiuLture. Th^ ar(^metit is one of a 
Rort too readily applied to mixny IndiHii subjecta, Theo- 
ivt-irally it is true enough, and in the distant future it 
niAy be reAliRed. But in the meantime the people havft 
not the capital wliere\yith to do it, even if the large timber 
iTcrc growing ready for them, which it is not. 

Of other trees thiiu teak those forests produce a great 
variety, some producing highly ornamental woodfl for 
fancy purp(»seK. others uwtui in tlio arts, and n go(Ml many, 
when fully matured and seasoned, capable of almoat 
6upplanting teak for ordinary building purposes. The 
useful ftorts, however, on the whole, bear a very low 
proportion to the great maas for which no general use has 
ft.H yet In-en funrul, Rjrtnid \,hf *;t,(.Ieoients lite vnluablu 
Rons have mostly been exterminatwl ; and snch parts 
as arc not actually under tillage are covered with o Kcnib 
composed of EWJh tfKmiy species ft8 Acacia Antbiai, A, 
oofecAu, Zizyphtis Jujuha. and others. It is reninrkable, 
1 think, how the thorny Apecies, which are the best amied 
\a\ re-sUt dt-Kt ruction, have thus won the race for life in 
^ifucli tracts. 

I Vast area:?, again, do not produce, and do not seem 
1^ be capable oi producing, any gpeoio^ but suoh as arc, 
from the softness ol their limber, dlmo«t u^^eless to the 
carpenter. A tvpical example of such a tract is found 
in the upper valley of the T^ptl river, a river which fonus 
80 good an example of the fttreams of thi.H region a^ to l>e 
vorthy of aome description, Ki^mg among the western 
BpuTft of the M&hiidco range, it flowtt for a short distance 
over the level plateau of the B^ti^l district, in a shalbw 
c-LunneL whlch» in the hut seai^fin. forriK a chain of Hilent 
pooU fringed by great Kovra trees antl by the thick green 
cover of J&man and Karonda, m which tigers delight to 
dwell. The surrounding country in thit part of ita coiuthc 
ia partially cleared ana cultivated with rice and Hugar- 
cano. Freiiently, however, it commences its dcw:ent 
tuw'irds the levi?! of f.he lower piairts plnnging into a glen 
ivcn thioujjh the basalt, an^l asffumea the character of a 
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mountain torrent. Here and there it widens out tnta 
little btty» uf level vtiUey bind; but h henc'eforth. lor a 
liundn^ miles or sri, generally Filiut in between Inch tuLnk^ 
rising from the edge of its charme). Through thtse the 
rapid drainage of the bigher bills baa cut innunicrablo 
narrow channels down to the level of its bed, whic^b spread 
out above into an interminable series of rocky guIUea, 
seeming in every direction a long auccesaioo of loULng 
basftltit; waves. The surface of these tract? baft been 
weathered in placnes into a penurious soil, bearing multi- 
tudes of round black boulders of trap, ranging in aiz6 
from an egg to a j^mall hou&e, and waited over with small 
wliite ujjiit^? spliiitera, both apparently eliminate*! from 
the mother ruck in the process of decomposition. Thia 
surface is covered with a growth of coarne grass, varying 
according to the depth of the soil from a few inches to 
several feet in height, and is studded with finiall trees, of 
which ninety-nine in every hundred are the S&lel, o 
frankinceu&e tree {Bosiiellia Omnfera), 

T}iir* tree htis htthert*! been icgjiidol us a mere incnm- 
brance to the ground. Its timber is soft and apong}'j 
and ia certainly valueless for building and such purposes. 
It has also been rejeL-ted as firewood, its specific gravity 
being so low that a great bulk of it has to be transported 
in cnmparison with te^k and other hard woocU to produce 
a given effect. Yet it produces eicellent charcoalj and 
13 perfectly adaptexl for most ordinary piirpows of fuel ; 
and, wherever the oarrirtgc of better sortfl from remote 

Earts liafl rendered their use more expensive, the Silel 
a^ been actually used instead. This points to another 
mifitiikc wc have hitherto mEitle in (Uir Indian fore^stry. 
Undoubtedly this and other soft wood trees should ha\-o 
been forced into common use by the people aa fuel long 
ago, instead of our giving way to their outcry for hara 
woods and bamboos^ the u»e of which should be confined 
to certain special requirements. The Bom^Uia possesses 
other properties, which will ]*robably at some future timft 
render these great de-solate tracts of high economioal value- 
It jneld.'; a fragrant gum ra^n, which is bunit as inoenso in 
Uindil lempleti. it was long thought to be the OUbanum 
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oi^nte, cmployt^ij for a dimihr purpOBc; but Dr. 
in a pAiuphlct, attempl^Kl to j3Dow that this 
bstance was procured from other Bpecica o( the B&swellia 
couiitiie^ to the wi^^t of Indiu* It is, however, Hiiigular 
'that its Sanscrit name, lahiind, should 6bi)l so cloaaly 
resemble that of antiquity ; and it may perhaps be doubted 
ii our knowledge of the ancient commerce of India Ruffioea 
to exclude India from the list of countries whieh con- 
tributed the frankincense of the Boswellia to the fanes of 
lieiiUK'.M ^hIh, li is higlilj priiltAhle thiib sume muoh 
more g<^nenil utility would be found in thiH gimi reflin, 
Trere the attention of peraon^ capable of testing it dravm 
to the subject. It is ftlso not unlikely that the soft woody 
fibre of the tree woiUd prove to be adapted for the manu- 
fiacture of eoarse paper or cloth. ShiuJd any ecnuomiEj 
value I>e found to attach bo any iK>rtiou of the tree, the 
fiUpply would be practically unhmibed; and reproduction 
of tho forcj^tfl would be easy in the extreme, large Btakee 
when stuck in the ground during the rainy season rapidly 
talking root nnd shooting it^to tree^- Thi:^ quality of the 
tret' \iHs iiHiciitly IwRR taken mlvwribage of liy tbe radway 
company for the construction of live foncc-poata on which 
8tT€t<^h their fencing wires. The SfiJei is of a highly 
obu&ct^r, emulating in thiw respect tho Sal {Shorm)^ 
admitting in a greater degree than it tlie companionship 
of other species. The principal of these are the Saj 
iPe»iai)U'm) ; the Torcbwood tree. [Corhhispertrtum), with 
1(8 bnght yellow sohtary flowers gleaming uu the ex- 
tremities of ita mxkod branches; and the Irouwood tree 
(H<xrdwiokia binala), which ig perhaps tho moMi graceful 
forest tre« in these regi^ms. 

Tho aspwt of thewu viist forents of tlie BowrcHwi, of 
which the country about the TApti is a specimen, and 
which cover, 1 ahould aay, fully one-half of the whole of 
thia trap region, is very remarlciiblo. During the height 
of the monsoon (July to October) the grasa is green, and 
the treen have thntwii out a thin foliage of small, br^ht 
grefn pinnatrd leavi-K. The river be-ds, tun, are tht^ filled 
by foaming torrents, and the fervour of the sun is moder- 
ated by a canopy of gmy clouds. At thi^ season one might 
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almo;4t mistake the valley for a scene in fiome northern 1 

primoval wilderaef^. Bat gradually, w the cloods clear , 

oS and the miti ceiL8c», a change occurs. The rivers 

shrink ill their l)ed», iill a tricHing streivm in » wide IhhI 

of boulders represents the re^iatleaa nmuntflin torrent 

of a month before, while the higher guliies are utteriy 

dried up. The gram turns from green to yellow, and 

briattea with a terrible armature of prickles, like needlea 

of steel with the barbs of a Gsh-hook, which catch in each 

other nnd mitt together mto masses. Woe Ijptide thft 

undefended x>ede9trian in grafts like this- Unle.^a defended 

by leather, before he has gone half a mile every stitch of 

hm clothing will be run through and tlirough, and piuned 

to his flesh by multitudes of these barbs, causing the most 

intolerable pain. The foliage of the 8&lei witliets imd 

droops after a few weeks of aumiing ; and its naked yellow 

stems then fill the prospect like a vast army of skeletonB. 

But tliifi stage is not even the worst. It coutinuea till the 

month of April introduces the torrid summer season, when 

the fierce sun Ups uti the last particle of moisture in these 

basaltic regions. Then the grass Ljls become like tinder, 

and a thousand accidents may set it on fire. The traveller 

dropping a light from hie pipe, the wind carrying a spark 

from on encampment of jungle-haunting EanjanLs. the 

torch of the belated traveller, and, should it escape the«o 

aecidentB, then certainly the deliberate act of the graziem, 

who bring herds of cattle with the first fall of rain in June 

into these tracts to graze on the resulting new crop of 

grass, will start a jungle fire which nothing can stop till 

it burns itself out. Early in the hot season it is a fine 

sight to watch at night the long creeping retl lines Kti the 

jungle fires on distant liill-side**. From the hill fortress 

of Asirgarh the eye ranges over the whole of the upper 

TAptS valley ; and at this scoflon the whole country appeara 

at night ringed with these linca of fire, curving with tho 

curvature of hills; here thin and acarcely visible where 

the grass is scanty on jl bare lulUtop ; there flaring through 

tracts of long elephant grass, or wrapping some dried and 

saple^ trcc-fltem in immense tongues of Harae, By night 

a luddy glow colours all tho hoovens above the spot; 
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by day a thick pftll of smoke hftiigs ovor the valley. 
Kear the 8ccii« tlic uir h ustifiiiig iiDd tkick with (alUug 
Unkes of »Lsh. Wild uiuttLril^ li&vt? ded tlie neighbourhood; 
and clouds of insects rise before the advanciBg flamed, 
to be devoured by myriads of birda coUectcd seemingly 
from every end of the country. Innumerahle snakes and 
noiJouB vermin of alJ sorts perisli in the fire, iitcluding 
many of Uie cunoui^ graa^ snakes of the^ regioim, wlu(:h a 
di]jgiTiib seKrch will frequently discover twined among the 
matted moases of the spear-grass. It ia a harmless 
creature, Jiving on insects, and changes its colour from 
ffrodn to yellow, along with the grafis. When the firee are 
oumt out, the spectacle is a dii^mal one indeed. Hill-side 
after tuQ-side of blackneflii, relieved oiAy liere ami there 
by a long stre&k of white ashes where a i^itistrHte trunk 
haa been congajned. and by the wildemeg^ of 8dlei akeletone, 
Bcordicd at the baac* and above more yellow tmd ghastly 
than ever* 

Yctj even in the heart of tliosg parts of the basaltic 
n^gioD to v.!jicii tlus descriptiun most fittiugly applies, 
then? are few trants where, at a little distance, some oasia 
will not be loiind. The larger ravines are often filled with 
clumps of hamboo whiiih never entirely lose their verdure ; 
and here and there a slioltcred valley will be met» where 
there is either a pool of water, or moisture n<>t far below 
the surface, with its fringe of verdure, and a few Mhowa 
or Mango treefi. perhapa marking the aite of some old 
village, deserted long ago beyond the memory of living 
man. In the centr^ valley of the TapU aho will be 
found at intervals bays of rich, deep sod, with a moist 
substmtum that is never entirely parclied up, and carrying 
a greener grtMis winch it is hard tu burn, and often a covering 
of forest trees. Most of these tracts hu\e been at one time 
rctlflimcd to the plough, and thickly popuUted. That 
was in the daya when the Mubomedan Viceroy of the 
Deccan held court at the city of Biurhdupdr, some fifty 
miles lower down the vallej', and great armies maiching 
between the Derxtan and l£ndostan hiul to be fed. The 
bay:* in t!ic VdUt^y ftre still dotted over with the sites of 
the viUugod of tliw5c ttmca, and with the luiiicd fona and 
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tombs and moi^qaeg of their Mohomedan rulor& Near 
the ancient site of Sajut, the chief town of one oi the^ 
tracts, may be seen a. hanyan tree of immense spr[?*Kl, 
whose tnink has embraocfl and lifted boditjr up from off the 
ground the domed maaonry tomb, about twelve feet in 
all dinicnsionft, of some Moalem notable, and ao enveloped 
it with its thousand folds that not one stone of it is to be 
seen outside, while, passitg iiiaide by a narrow o[>eiiiiigj 
the arch of the dome and the waU viiW be seen to be Jilniont 
perfect. A Moalem could scarcely desire a fitter entomb- 
ment than to be suspended thua betiN-een heaven and 
earth, Hko the prophet of hie faith. 

It is now some years since the malana of the encroaching 
juucle and fjiimue in the country, taii.sed by the failun.^ 
of the raina of heaven and the still nitrce tt^nible fitrife of 
men* deeolated the^e settlements in the Taptl valley. 
The rank jungle then sprang on the detwrted clcariugSt 
rendered fertile to woed JV3 to cereal by the labour of man, 
and has now clothed them with a thicket of vegetation 
of such thickness, and guarded by a niiaama so deadK", »« 
to baffle all atteiiipts at renewed occupation by the Jfindii 
cultivators densely crowded in the adjcpinirg open country. 
Here and there the Korkis, whose eoiiatitutions seem 
impervious to malaria, have settled down on some neigh- 
bouring rising ground, and built a neat little village of 
SwisH-like cottages of bamboo, and have cleared ai»d tilled 
the opener parts of the valley, raising such crops of wheat 
on the une^fhauated black soil as are the envy ol the 
laborious tiller of the hard-used lands in the outer valley. 
But it ie Q terrible and unequal struggle between the 
aborigine, even so far reclaimed as these Kotkus itre, and 
the jungle with its immense and mireinihfcing strengl^h of 
vegetation, and tribes of norloua wild ljcfl,sts. Every now 
and again the heart of the Kork6 faiin Iiini, and he abundona 
the contest, flitting off to some hill-side whore he may 
more en^ily contend with axe and tire against the leiia 
exuberant vegetation of the thin mountain soik. On the 
whole, however, the habits of the Korki'is of the TAptl 
valley arc a great advance on those of the tribes inhabit- 
ing the Mahadeo hills further eodt. Their €ulti^'fttion ia. 
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performed with the bullock plough mstead of thf axe, and 
18 of a much more ponnanenii chftractor. Their villagCB 
and houses; are much raoto Eubstactiftl, and arc ectdom 
ohanged; and hnbiu of providence and steady industry 
hMve lieeri di-'veluped anions them which are unknown to 
cither 06nd or Korkii of otTier parts. Murh of this may, 
110 doubt, be due to their fortunate occupation of a countrv 
where cultivation by annual cutting down the forest \s 
scarcely poasiblo, owing to the Bcantines* of timber and 
of soil on the slopes of the hills, while the neighbourhood 
of »o large a city hh Burhfmpilr must always have furni^ihed 
them with a regular and remunerative market for their 
produce. 

The grass-buming, universal m the jungles of these 
provinces, ia undoubtedly beneficial in a great variety of 
ways. It allows, and assists by the uianim? of the itshes, 
a crop i)[ green and l^eiider grass-iJiockts to a^ppear for the 
grazing of vast herds of c-attle, which form great part of 
the wealth of the people in the neighbourhood of jiingla 
tracts. It Idlts miiltirrudea of snakes and noxious insocte- 
It probably prevents much mahma that would arise 
(n>m the vcjii?tiitii*n if gradually allowed to d<?^ay. Tfc 
de^tn^yH much of the harbour for wild bea^sbs. And the 
aahfta no douht form a vabiable ingredient in the deposita 
of soil carried down by the drainage of those hilla to lower 
regionft, and in the cultivable eruRt groduallv forming in 
theee uplands ihomselvea. It has been held by some that 
tliesi- Tm.^ are very injurious to the growth of sapliiiga of 
teak and other valuable trees. Bui it is an undoubted 
fact that teak seeds will germinate *nd produce seedUnga 
where the graee haa been m^cd better than where it ha^ not ; 
and it is not well established that much permanent injury 
is afterwards done to the seedlings. 

The labour of exploring Mich foreata as those I have 
deM)rihod during the hot i^eason, when nlone they are 
aufileiently open and free from mal&ria, is immense — 
dfty after day toiling over those interminable bafialtto 
ri<^esr where many marches have often to be made without 
mBbtine an inhabitant, without often a single green tree 
tor abelteTr and dependent for water on a few i^tagnant 
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pools puddlod up bv the feet of wild animals. This w«3 
what ofUrn fcU to ihe lot of the forest officcrc of tboj^ 
early days, I doubt if many of theoi would have gone on 
with the Uuik but for the love of sport and adventure which 
probablj led to tlieLr original Bek'ction of n jungle life; 
and there is not one of them whose health did not, after 
a few years, give way under the coiubincd a^aults of 
malaria and a tiery eun. 

Vast tracts of tnc most sterile portion of thia ref^un 
are *tbar)Iutely without water during some months of the 
hot KWifiou ; and in many others there is no more than 
pcrhapts 7i single small jhjo], in some shaded hollow of the 
rockfl, for many miles on end. The only animal which 
can inhabit auch waatet; as the^ i8 the nilgai, which can 
and docs pftsa many daya without drinking ; and scatterwi 
herds of them are accordingly found even in the driest 
parts. The bison wanders over the whole of the forest 
and hilly portion of the traet, wherever the abnence of 
man nriid cattle, and abundanceof bamboo cover and water, 
allord him thts needful conditions. The deer tribe com- 
priaes the Sambar (Rusa amtotelis) and the .\xifl or Spotted 
Deer {Axisi marmlahis) in large numbers, and, more rare, 
thp Barking Deer {Ccrvulus auT^us), beaides tl^e little 
four-horned antelope »Irea<ly mentioned. The Hog Deer 
{Aans porciTina) does nnt, l believe, occur so far to tlie 
noutb-weat as the trap country. The spotted deer is 
never found exeept in the neighbourhood of the larger 
rivern. Abundjinctj of water and green shade appear to 
bo first cimtlilitjn.i *if its existence. A lew barkmg deer 
are found flcattiTcd all over the tract, though never very 
fur from water, 

fiAmbar arc rarely found in the very dry interior, but 
Honmtinu^H UuviA to rest during the day to a long distance 
from tlie wator bole or stream where they driulc at night, 
()n the level table-land they are not very niimejoua, 
preferring the Klopea and flumniits of the hilla. But no 
animal changes its loc^ition so much, according to the 
»*C6sor of the year, nbundance of food, etc., as the sAmbar. 
Wierevcr the bison is founrl, tlie mnibar is €crt?*iii to be 
iih well; but Ilia range ia not so conliiied as the bison^a, 
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»eing mncli mote tolerant of the propinqaity of man and 
of f^uzjng herdf} of domestic cattle. UTiile the crops o£ 
the tu hie- land and lower plains are green the herds of 
afimbar come out tn feed on them tit- iiigiifc, reniAifiing 
flnring the day near the edgeof thejungl**, unless disturbed 
and driven into the depths of the foroat by man. They 
alao feed, however, on a great variety of jiuiglc products; 
and move abuut in apparently the most capricious manner 
in ecH-roh nf thtriti. The short grten gra&s that clothirs the 
banks of jiools und springa. and fJie tender ahoats of yonng 
trccfl and bushes, may be ^d to be at all times the founda- 
tion of their fare, and during the rainy season ahnoat 
their only resource. Later on^ in late autumn, the young 
wheat and grain eropa of neitfhboui'inf^ cleurauces are 
made to [my heavy tnJl; and with the cnnime-nceinei^t of 
the hot season comes a great variety of wild fnuts, all 
greatly relished by the deer. At one time (March and 
April) it h the luacioas flovror of the Mhowa tree, which 
thoy sh&re with the G6nd and the bear and m'J?^t other 
auimak and birds. The Tend6, tlie Cliironji, the Aut4, 
the Bher, and many nthcr trees, also fruit plentifully in 
spring; and a little later the pods of numerous ^peciea 
of acacia, chiefly Babul,* Keunja,* Kheir.* and of the 
tamarinds which have overgrown many deserted village 
sites, and the fruit of several species o£ wild %»* amply 
support fhf sAuibar through the hot seasuu, Wlierever 
any of thaso are plentiful, there the marks of nightly 
visits by sAmhar will be found in the morning. But by 
the earliest break of day the animals will have diiiappcared ; 
and, ha\nng drunk well at 8omo neighbouring water, will 
jinibably be well on their way Ut tlmir resting-place for 
the day. For tilie next hour *jr two tihey are often to be 
found at a few niileV distance, apparently loitering about, 
but all the time slowly making their way in a certain 
direction, hi^er up the hilLg and towards denser cover, 
aud keeping a hee*lful watch on pijs^blo pursuers, A» 
they pezietrate deeper into the waste country their watch- 
fulneiSH diminiAhea, but thf^y generally take a long'and 
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keen survey of all their surroundings before lying cl<nvn 
for tbe day. At all tiines but the rutting seasfiii (October 
and November) the heavy old atags remain mostly sohtary* 
a few young animals only remaining with the herd, which 
coiiBists of ten to fifteen individuals. The olc] stage 
usually travel deeper into the forest and higher up the hiUs 
)jefore lying down than the lierd. whirh is often fotind 
within a mile or 30 of their feeding ground- In all cases a 
patch of longUh grass ia selected, and a regular form like 
that of a hare is made by each individual. Each form is 
usually in the shade of a small tree, the side or top of the 
hill, where grass is long but trees not very numerous or 
thick, being [irefeired to very denae thickets; and it i» 
curious with what skill the spot is selected, so that the 
deepe-at shade ehall fall on the form at about throe o'clock 
in the afternoon, which i& the hottest portion of the day. 
Hundreds of forum will sometimes be found in one locality, 
every one of them at precisely the same point of the compass 
from its sheltering tree, Ine large stags do not aecm to 
care so much about shade, and generally lie on the side of 
some httle depression on a hill top, sheltered only by long 
grass. Their forms ean be readily distinguished from those 
of the others by their greatly superitir size. These forma 
are generally made when the grass is green, and are 
occupied at intervab all the rest of the year* More than 
one herd and a few solitary stags will not usually be found 
in the same tract of country; but in the rutting season 
they collect together in much larger numbers on the tops 
oE the high plateaux; and the hoarse roar of the stags 
may then be heard echoing far and wide in the silent rights 
When lying down for the d^iy. sambar, and porticularlv 
the solitary etags, will frequently allow on© to approach 
and pass them quite close without getting up. trusting to 
coTieealmunt in the grass ; and it is really almost impopssihltf 
in many places for the sp<»rtaman or foot to see them unless 
be actually stumbles on their lornis> The hard, yellow grasa^ 
while unhumt. leavcfl nest to no trail of the paesngo of a 
aiDgte deer, and thus the search for siimbar on foot after 
tbe hour when they lie down is seldom very succeasful. 
If ixiturmatioii ^^au be got fiom the people wlio frei^uent 
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tlio jungles for wootl cutting, etc., of wherceboutft tic 
siimbar are feftding and rcflting nt that particular ecMon, 
capital ftport aaii he cnt with ihciu in tlu> cUytimo with the 
aid of A riding i'li-|j!iiiMlp, Tlits L*nitI)lo» you to see ever 
the gra«a, and gencriilly starts any sambar that may he 
lying down witliin about a hundred yards. The elephant 
must be thoroughly trained to atop dead short on doer 
getting up^ and should not be furnished with a howdah, 
the fiimple pad or ch^rjdnul being preferable for this sort 
nf shcint'ing ; und t)ie ^rll;l.U«*^n1ld mom arlpivi; Uie elephmit 
is tlie better. You should start about eleven u'rlotK and 
hunt till sundown, proceeding as silently as poawblo 
through tlie longest patches of grass, vnih ri£5c on full 
cock, for you do not generally get mut^h time to make 
ready once the deer get up. The preaenee of rec^ently used 
forms (which will be known by the droppings) will indif;atfi 
the prohaLIe proximity of deer; and it is better to beat 
thoroughly a limited area than hastily a Urge extent of 
oountry. Where the hills rise by stepe» as is often the 
CftM in the trap country, the outer edee of each st^p is the 
most likely place, and the aumbar will almost ulwuyri run 
up-bilh A standing shot may fiometimes be had during 
a few seconds after the s^mbar lii^t lisc, but more generally 
they dart off at full sfsecd at once, and then comes into 
' 'y the most difficult of all the arts of the rifleman — 
p-shooting at running game oS an elephant. The 
elephant is never perfeA^-ih/ still for more than a moment^ 
and its short swing mu.st Ijc allowed for as wtill as the paos 
of the deer, Tlic sambar ie, of courac, from ita great wjsc 
and distinct colour, much more caey to hit than the spotted 
deer, or barkings or hog, deer; but still it is amazing 
what a preponderance of clear missea the best shots will 
make at even running sj^mbar off the elephant, until 
long and coiistant practice has given the peculiar knack 
which is so dillkult to attain. It iF> however, by far the 
most deadly aa well as one of the n^ost enjoyable ways 
of hunting the H&mbar. The best stags will, however, 
seldom be obtained by this ntrtliod, lying as they do on 
the tops of remote hiUs. where one might search for and 
not find them for a week. 
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Driving a large extent of cnuntry with a loug Hue of 
beaterH is the commoTieat metliod of Iiiinting sainbnr- 
It is frequently succeg^ful, and often secures a good stag; 
but for mv own part I have very rarely resorted to it. 
It is difficult often to get a aufficiont number of beaters 
without oppression, and accidents often occur to them 
from the eiurloaure of diLiigemus wild l>eastH. T]ie whole 
country ia disturbed; the i^hnoting of a creature driven 
up to you. without the exerciae either of skill or any other 
manly quality on your own part, in not Bport: and lastly. 
to prove aiK!ces?^fal, a large number of aportsiiion are 
required to guai'd the niimerous passes; and it never haa 
lieen my fortune (not that I have much regretted it) to 
be out with a large hunting party in India, . A few tinie», 
however, 1 have helped to drive a jungle, generally for 
some other game than sambar, and thefio have &ometimco 
proved memorable occa&i una. 

In the Jubbulpiir dirttriet, I was beatiug a wooded hill- 
side for sambar as the shiulea of evening were dmwing 
on, and the beaters had nearly reached the end of the 
drive when I auddenly saw them swarming up trees, and 
the ahnut reached me of '' Two tigers are afoot ! '' I was 
then trying for the first time a rifle made on Jacob's 
principle for exploaive fehell?*, and cougnituluted m)~3elf 
on ha\nng so good an opportimity for te^sting it, AnxiouHly 
1 waited behind my little green bush, the beatera creating 
a din enough to deafen a dozen tigers, till at hist 1 saw a 
striped form glide across an open spot in front, and advanc- 
ing in my direction. With finger on the trigger I waa 
awiiitiijg his appearance at thc^ next break in the low 

i'nngle, when suddenly 1 heard the hushes crashing on my 
eft, and a large tiger bounded into the jungle pathway on 
which I was standing, and cantered towards my position. 
Wheeling round, 1 delivered the right barrel of the Jacob 
in his left shoulder, on rereiving wliioh he rolled over like 
n rabbit. At ilie moment 1 fired my eye caught & glimpne 
of the other tiger close by> in the direction 1 had first seen 
him; eo. eccing the first disposed of, I again front^ed, and, 
with a »teady aim, gave No. 2 the left barrel through the 
ueck, Afi luck would have it, the spine was brokeHj and 
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le dropped on the spot. All tluft occupied but a f«w 
seconds, being as quick a riglit and lelt as ever 1 fired. 
On turning my attention again to the first tiger, I wwi 
just in time to $eu him reach tL« thick jungle »onie twenty 
off, and. beftire 1 could sq\x,q anotli^r j^un, he had 
ppeared. 1 hiid time to perceivG, however, that hin 
right hind leg was broken in the body; the shell »inat;> 
therefore, as he waa hit in the left ahcuider, have traverfted 
his body from stero to atom; and yet hero were none of 
the immediate paralysing eflectjt ascribed to these shells 
frt close quarters. On watldng u|) Ut the second " tiger," 
iMt wan my disgust to find thati it was not a tiger ufter 
&U but otdy Q huge striped hya^nn 1 had shot, having 
mistaken lua disproportionately large head in the imperfect 
light for that oi the jungle king ! The shell had passed 
completely through ma neck, but, if it exploded at all, 
mnat have done so after pat^aing out. The uUier was a 
veritable tiger, however. We followed him a httle way 
by hia footprints and blood, but it was getting very dark, 
and prudence compelled us to leavo him till the morning. 
Wo failed, however, to find him then, though we hunt^ 
about the whole day : and it was not till some daya after 
that a cowherd found his rotting remains beside a pool 
of water, many miles away. 

On another utcaaion 1 secured the largeat R^mbar boms 
1 have ever ijcen, in ft drive. It was in the Bori teuk 
forest, a lovely little valley nestling under the northetn 
«carp of the Mah^deo hills, and surroiuidtd on three Hides 
by ita inurttt pretipic^a. Being very inaccessible from the 
plains, more teak trees have here escaped the destroying 
timber contractor than almost anywhere else: and R,» 
Dh and mpLclf were engaged in demarcating its boundariea 
m a reser\'ed forest. Having toiled for some days putting 
uji vaims of stones alonjj the oi:ien southern border, where 
it \A not enclosed hy prLTtpite.s, and completetl the buftineeiSj 
we decided to wind up with a drive in the forest itscU for 
fiimbtn, and the chance of a few bison whose tracks wc 
had Been during our work. The grass was so long and 
forest so thick that driving was then alntosl the only 
ibie way of getting game. We hud liad a numbci 
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GAnds and KorkA£ out with us at tlie boundary work, and 
the prospect of aLuiidance «f meat readily induced thorn 
to beat Tor us- A long alope of broken ground between 
the foot of the sc^rp and the bottom of the glen was to bo 
beaten crosswoye; D, took the post just below the scarp, 
R. tomuned near the bottom, aud I had the middle place. 
I screened myself behind the thick double trunk of a tv^ik 
tree, forking from the grouiid. The beat was a short orie, 
and I had not waited long before, a tremcndona orating 
on the bill-aide abovo me. followed by a shot from D,. 
announced the approach of eorac heavy unimah I thought 
it wm a bull bison at least, and was surprised when a simbai 
stag burst through the imderwood just in front of nje, 
and, with horns kid along liis R.iiik.s. clattered down the 
steep liill-sidc. He waa going full speed, and was much 
screened by the long grass and dry bamboos, which he 
scattered on ©very side in his passage, so that I had not 
much confidence in the broadside shot wherewith I greeted 
him proving successful. Something told me 1 had hit 
him, however — a sportisman who has shot much is seldom 
mistaken in his inward heart as to the truth of his aim — 
and although he craahcd away apparently untouched I 
ran eagerly to the place whore he had passed to look tor 
blood- Before I arrived 1 heard the ring of a rifie in R*a 
direc^tlon, and then a long holloa whtc^i told me that the 
stag was down. Though greatly disappointed at losing 
the magnificent head which I saw he carried, I went on 
to the trail, and there I found great gouts of the red and 
frothy blood that tells of a shot through the lungs. Some 
of the G<^nda now came up, and I left them to run the 
trail down-lull, while I hastened down to where the stag 
had fallen. He lay on his aide, close to R/s post, which 
he had been passing full speed when he fired and toppled 
him over. The shot hole was, however, in his haunch, 
and that wound I knew would never stop a stag hke this. 
So wc turned him over and found my bidlet hole on tlwj 
other side, just a little too high for the heart. It was a true 
enough shot after all, and 1 was very glad when I meafiured 
by ispand hifi aplendid home, though sorry for the dis- 
appointment of a brother sportsman. 
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Though not a vfiry large fitag, he was vtry old and 
rather mangy, and had a perfect head with the usual 
three pointB an eaoh horn, ard luoasuriug from base to 
tip forty-one inches, round the base ten iiichoB, and eight 
and a naif at the thinnest part vi thi! Lejun. I have 
never deen a larger head altogether thaii iWn in Central 
India. It is figured at the end of the present chapter, 
Tl;c bonis of sdmbar vary greatly in development, Ewjmo 
being very massive but ehort, and others very long but 
sl^nd^r. Keally gocd heads every way like this one are 
the rare exception, and would not bp seen once out of 
perhapfi fifty aniinalft shot. About thirty t-o thirty-fiv*; 
inches ia the average length of the horns even of mature 
Btags. Occasionally more than thrco tiiies^ arc seen on 
one or both antlers; but thi^ in an abnormal development, 
and sui'h huad» wiU generally h^ found of atujited growtti 
and devoid of symmetrj'. Sometimes the inner awd aonie- 
tirnc^ the outer tine o( the tBrciinal fork will be found the 
longer. 

I have taken much paina to assure myself of a fact, 
of which I an^ now p<?rfoctIy conWnced, namely, that, 
nwtluT ill iht- case oE the sumbar nor the spotted deer 
(both belonging to the Asiatic group of Ruatnsr a?« dis- 
tinguifihcd from the Cervidae or true stags), ar<^ the antlers 
rc^r(itarly shed every year in the^^e Central Indian forests. 
Ob is the casd with the Cervidoo in cold climates.^ No 
native shikdri, who is <'ngaged all his hfe in the pursuit 
of theht^ aninmlw, will allnw ^uc}r to hr- ihv- (lase ; and all 
Aport^men oat at that si^a^n miuit have :M^cn .*stag8 with 
full-grown horns during the liot weather and rains, when 
thoy arc supposed to Lave bhcd them. Honilcss gtagti aro 
aeon at that season, but the great majority have perfect 
Iraada, I have also known ot*rUin Htagr; for sui:ci?8sivc 
jevB always about thf^ same lor:ahty, and which I have 

* Probably on tLu Li^iufr iull runjmi tbcy ahed liujm more PoguUriy ; 
ca tli« NUgbeiry hills [ nuir u imoibcT of flUga ax tUe luuulh of July, 
and Oonu of them b«d full-grown homii. I mar ftiltl herv tlmT^ but ojih 

riot of tlliH d4«T LB cow n;cOj;^uia«d Od luliEtbLtiiiiC tiU luilft, iDohldifig 
O^TOU! of tins llitouU/tia, ftiid ilftt I bfliew, alter inspecting la^ 
ctilWiJOTLi i>f lionis, ebc-r It iKtwhertj alUiitm ^jristLer dBi^lLpm«ut Uiau 
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repeatedly stalkod at intorvak during this time along vnth 
native who constantly saw them, so that I coulti not 
I>e iiii«tnkcn us to the individual; and all the time th<*y 
never <mcc dropped theit horns. 

One of these was a very peculiar aninml, almost jet 
bla^k in colour, and with large horna so white aa to look 
almost like a cast pair bleached tiy the weather. He 
frequpnte<l, during several years I knew him, an open 
part, of the M6ik^ valley, a good deal resorted to by wood 
and gi-afl8 cutters. He never could be found like other 
atoga in the niomirg; biit seemed to lie down before 
daylight in iiuric strategical position whence he always 
managed to efiect an escape without being seen till far 
out of shot. I had never even fired at him though I had 
seen him often, when very early one moniing I was walking 
over the grassy plain where he was often seen, and some 
cart-men who were loading hay told me they had seen a 
stag lie down on the side of a hillock not far off. I made a 
hmg circuit Uj get to the other side uf it, sod then fthiwly, 
inch by iurh and with beating heart, <b*w myself over the 
brow. Nothing was t-o he seen from there, and, with Kngcr 
on the trigger of mv little single '* Henry," I crawled down 
the dope. JuHt then a stick crackled on my left, and 
looking round, I saw the stag running in a crouching, 
tiger-like fashion along the bottom of a watercourse I 
had not noticed, but which, doubtless^ had been duly 
conaidcred in the selection of hia position. I hiid only 
time for a enap shot, which caught the top of his sboiUdcr 
and heavily lamed him. He could go just a little faster 
than myself after this, and hfld frequently t^ stop. But 
he always got the start of me when 1 catne up, and thus 
carried me aome four or five miles towards the base of 
the liille, before a lucky shot at a very long range caught 
liim in the centre of the neck and finished the buBinese. 

It 19 curious how often incidents like that one with 
the Burl Ki'iinlinr ul'lui'. A beast shot in the lungs will 
nm on, particularly down-bill, for several hundred yaids 
before he drops, though then he will generally fall atone 
dead; and the collapt=o frequently ot^curs just when he 
receives another wound, though it may be a very slight 
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OB^ or wfaeR Aiiytluiig oociars to mtcmjpt h\A impctw, 
I lemmibeT i^m dMMti&g in th« R^hilkhuiid Tf^nii, a 
bog deer nm the gvuntWl ol a wbiJe line of okphftnu. 
I had fimd nt him ^t mi tbp neht t^-ith a little rifip canying 
a iixry p^cuEar bialjf t> but wc all thought yn* had In register 
a misa when he fell to tlie Joe Canton vl old CV^L 8. on tht 
extreme left of the line; and it was not till vre were 
examiniiig tJie goodly heap of sdain bnsuflht in by the pad 
ekphaDt«t an iiur return to camp that I thought of looking 
for my shot, and found that tne death u^iund was ttoux 
my rifle aftor all, aa vc cut oat tbc little bullet from the 
top of ltd shoulder, while tbc Oolond'fi round bull h;^d only 
]U6t grazed iu quarter On aiMtber occasion 1 h^d fired 
at a lanj? t^g^r sneaking thruugh swme thin jungle in thi3 
Bet^l dwtrict, Th<^ brute dashed ahrad out of sight vrith 
loud roars, but presently caiiH: wheelmg round in a cin:lct 
gaUoped along tlte bottom of a aroall ravine, and came 
up tne bank of it right oppodte me, as I thought with the 
detemiinatian of niakiiw a home charge. Aa his head 
appeared over the top i iired at it> at tiie diAtanra of only 
some dozen pace^> and he tumbled back again to the 
bottom, where ho lay dead. My lustonjGhnicnt was not 
small to find that I had misfiod aim elean the laat time, 
and that he h^d died juj^t in the nick of time from the first 
shot thn>ugii his slioiLldeiH. 

By far the fineat aport afforded by the 8&mbar in when 
he is regularly ^talked in his native wildemc^, without 
either elophaut or beaters. I will not wa^-t^; a word on 
BO vile a practice as that of shooting 1dm at night, vrhon ho 
CEinies ti» tlic cmiw oi drinking places. None but a native 
sliitcaH, or an EinT»p«in with equally poaching proc!i\'ities, 
would ever think ol such a thing. To nucceed >n atalktng, 
the camp must bo pitched aa near aa possible to where thi^y 

' have been ascertained to rceort at night to feed and drink. 
A party of the aborigines of the place muAt be entertained 
to act aa acou1«, perjple who tin trt tiT^hly kuuw the i^nnitry 
and the haunta and habits of th^ deer, and who are not 
afraid to traverse any part of the junglca in the dark. 
These must be sent out in couples long before daylight to 
crowu the most commanding hill-tops in the neighbour- 
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hood, with mstnictiona to mark owy afimbfitthoy may me 
on the way from their feeding grounds to the niidday 
Testing place. When deer are (Kifiorvcd one sliouJd remain 
to wjit-ch thorn, whil(* th<? ctLcT has(.(?ns with the ji^\xh Uy 
some well-maTked central point, whither the sportsman 
himself miiiit leisurely proceed, starting half an hour or 
BO before daybreak, Gccompanied by one or two of the 
wild men. li ia very likely he may fall in with a deer 
himself by the way, and get a stalk ; but if not some of the 
sootils are almost rertrtiii to bring information in Lime t« 
g«t at the deei before they have lain down. Thift method 
of scouting alao succeeda well ^ith hiaon in thin jungles 
where they are eomotimcs found; and 1 do not know any 
place where the aport of stalking the bi^on and sambar 
in iljji fashion can be followed with better chance of 
auccefls than in the jungles on either side of the upper 
Tapti valley. Indeedt the very best of thia sport can be 
had within an easy momirg'8 ride of the large city of 
Burhdnpur, in the Nimar district, situated on the Tipti, 
a few miles below the point where the narrow rugged 
valley ojitiis cut int« a wide basin of fertile and highly 
cultivated black soil. Here the TAptl is joined by the 
Monii, a beautiful stream wliich flows clear and sparkling 
out of a branch of the Satpijra range called the Hattl 
hills. It is one of the moat singuJar parts of the fireat 
baaaltic formation, and forms the extreme westerly 
termination of the highland region T am de^cribiJig. 

In the end of February we rode out from Burhanpfir 
to our camp, which was pitched at the lo^t village in the 
open plain. Next morning a Bmall tent was ^^cnt up to 
a tittle fort called Gharii, that crowns the northern face 
of the HatU range, and we ourselvBH took different liiie» 
through the hills on foot to the same place. The in- 
habitants of these hiUa are all Bheeb, a good deal spoilt 
by "civilieatjon," being mostly lazy and tbriftlesB, and 
confirmed opium eaters. They are the descendants of 
ancestors who were nominally converted to Mahomedantsm 
in the days when a strung Moslem power waa esta-bllshed 
at Burhanpflr, but now retain scarcely anything of their 
foith besides the name of the Prophet and the practice 
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ite most elementary ritea. In Mahomedan times the 
chiefs of the^ie Blieels were z^ubf^idisecl and const itii ted 
wardeiiFi of the hill paasea in this range, over whnli ran the 
main highways between the valley of the Tapti and Ui>r&r ; 
and they &u\\ continuo to receive from our Government 
this aubftidy, wluch is notjung but a compensation for the 
bUiclcnmil levi(*d by their tiubutnit «Tn.'e*torM from the 
tidjuimng jilHirJ*- A few iinconvrrt'cd BhwOs still reniHin 
in this country, who are chiefly the hereditary village 
watchmen of the Hindu villuge-s boidering on the hilfa. 
They are usually a good deal Uinduiaed in manners, but 
retam much of the keen natural qualities that render the 
wilder mendiern of the race siirh excellvLit huiitrrK- Bbeelft 
of the wildest rharart^^r are alsn found in tlie niounf.aiii 
r^on west of AAlrgarhi dependiTig for eubgist^nce much 
on their bowe and arrows, and still ready for any under- 
taking of lawlessness and periL It is KcarcL'ly^ however, 
within the pro\HncG of this work lo devot<? space to this 
tribe, whirh i^ but scantily represented in tlie highland 
region of which it treats. 

The road to Gharri lay up a fine, level, though narrow, 
valley in the HattS hille, containing the sites of ecvcral 
old villages marked by ancient trees and Mahomedan 
tombx. Af^ wc uvcrkn)(ted, from the height of Ghnrri, its 
long, level r«ath. and the narrow gorge formed by a trans- 
verse chain of little hills at its mouth, with the level, 
bkck-fioil plain of the Tapti valley sttctching away into 
the dist«.nt haze beyond, the thought fiuggceted iteelf at 
the aame time to both of us, how remarkably suited the 
spot was for an irrigation res*>rv(jir, With^mt— the land 
thitfttjng for water, being underlaid by a sardy snUsoil 
80 deep that no well can tap the Mratutn of moisture 
below it, and crowdw! with a dense population who pay 
for their dry and unfertile acres the rent that in many 
plaves i$ givea for irrigated su^ar-cane land. Within— a 
natural reAcr^'oir, fwl by the dminag^^ of h^riy w^juarc milea, 
and only wantmg an embankment of a few hundred yarda 
to hold back aumcient water to convert the whole of the 
plain without into an evergreen gaiden. Such aites a8 
these, though not always ho favoured by a combinati 
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pf circuni3tancca as thi*^ onr, arc met witL at iiit<*rval« 
along almoat the whole of the frontier liuo between llio 
higblatid& and the open plain. But, alas ! the meane at 
the command of so poor a country aa India are unequal 
to the task ot realising her owi] luture; and the wealth 
of liffr-gmng water that annually escapes through thejie 
unguaidcd outlets muat still, for many a generation, it 
may he feared, be allowed to waste ilf^elf in destructive 
iuimdations and fruitless flood*?. We are only just be- 
ginning to realise that at the bottom of t> 11 India s wretclu-d 
poverty and backwardness lies the exceeding unfert.iUty 
of her land in the absence of artificial irrigation. What 
might bo the changes iji the physical conditions and 
economy of India were the annual rainfall saved which 
now escapes to the sea, it is impossible to foresee. An 
almo&t incredible increase in the productiveness of the 
low country, and the final banishment of the famine 
demon, would probably be combined with a great ameliora- 
tion of the climate, and improvement of the forests ot 
the higher regions. 

Gharri is situated on the edge of a tabk-laiid of con- 
siderable extent, but of very uregular outhne; on the 
north winding round the head of long ravines which drain 
down into the valley below, and towards the south coming 
suddenly to a steep drop into the plaina of Berar. The 
more open parts of thia table-land have at aome remote 
period neen cultivated^ the trap boulders having been 
cleared oil and piled into rough walls enclosing large 
square fields. The land ie in many places very deep and 
rich, and, the elevation being about 2000 foot, it would no 
doubt grow tea and coffee well. Now it is utterly waste, 
the lazy Bheela being satisfied ^ilh their subsidy from 
Qoveniment, while want of roads, and probably a l>ad 
chmat^, deter the cultivators of the neighbouring plain?*. 
There is plenty of water on the top, and one day it wiU 
doubtless be the seat of a considerable settlement. 

At Gharri, T, went out in the evening, and found two 
sambar st-figs feeding an the ptnls ot some acaciaa on the 
eitfi of a deserted vUlagc, Being a capital stalker and a 
good shot, be gut close in upon them, and bagged both 
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With a right urid left shot. Next day we crossed tlie 
plateau to a place called liingdrA, near whiHi T. had a 
survey station to put up. The road lor some diatauce 
lay over a tolerably level plain of black soiK covered by 
a thin scrub of teak poles and thorny bushes; but pre- 
RentlyT loftviug the plateiiu^ pa^cd on ti> u very narrow 
ridge which forms the backbone of thesp singular hills 
tliroughout their length. In aonno places an exceedingly 
Btccp slope of a thousand feet or so led down from thja 
saddle-back to the plains on either aide, leaving scarcely 
room for the path we were treading. It was a terrible 
buaine^ getting iLe baggage canjt^ls along tlie:^ narrow 
plac«,'t, fituddcd as tliey were with trees, and encumbered 
Trith boulders of trap; and though we had a number of 
Bbcels with axes to clear a passage for them they did 
not get iu till nightfall. The views at the turns where 
the plaiuH on both aidc^ could be seen were remarkable, 
though Mcarcely to be called picturesque. At our feet 
steep hill-sidei* of crumbling basalt, covered with long 
yellow grass beaten almost flat by the weatern blasts that 
sweep the hills at this scaeon. and studded over with 
large black boulders jiind the naked yellow Ktenis of the 
S&lei tree. Above, short scarps of dark gray trap leading 
up to the flat tops of the range ; and below, so near locking 
that you would expect a at^ne thrown over to light on it, 
and yet ao far beneath that towna, a^d groves, and corn- 
fields were all melted in one indifltingiiLshablc blue hose, 
the long, level cotton -yielding plains of Berfi.r. 

At Bitigdra the Maliumedan Naw/ibs of BerAr h^d, some 
hundmhf ol years ago, constructed a pleasure houses after 
their earnest fashion, which, despite the effects of a 
deetjuotive climate, and the ticarJmig root^ of the pecpul 
and banyan figa, remains to this day, though probably 
never repaired, an example of the solidity of their style 
of construction. The massive domes, thick walls^ and 
narrow openings combine in these buildings to form the 
coolest structures to be found in India. The building at 
Cingara i» erected on the banks of a small artificial lake, 
the waters of wbi<:h, however^ now escape a good deal 
through the rotten embankment, leaving behind a Klime 
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wLi(.Ii by no tueans adds to the attrftotuma of the place. 
The buiMing itself was the habitation of bats and owlfl; 
and BO we pitched our little tent a short way back irom 
the lake uuder the shade of dome immeiise banyan trees. 
Just as Ave arrived some dogs belonging to the Bhecld, 
which bad heeu ranging in the jungle, passed across the 
dry bed of the lake in fall cry after a doe aambar they 
had roused. Of course we flew to our rifles, but were 
just in time to miss her haadaoniely a» ahe dashed into the 
thiok jungle, followed for a little way by the dogs, who 
fioon came limping backT however, 

Xeart morning we took different directions to explore 
and hunt, each with a few Blieel attendants. My way 
lay along tlie backbone of the range beyond Bingar^. 
After walking some mJles, exaraining carefully with glasa 
and eye the declivitieB on either side, my Bheel henchman, 
a sharp lad called Chand, or *'the Moon," flxed a longer 
look than usual on the slope of a di^^tant hill-side, and after 
a while motioned me up to him, and diret-ted my bini"»cular 
to the centre of a scrubby patch of teak forest. Presentiy 
I caught the glint of tlie aim on something moving, and 
made out a noble aambar stag standing under the tr&ea 
motionless, except that he slowly turned his antlered 
head from side to side, sweeping with keen vision the whole 
semicircle within hifi ken. He was not more than a mile 
off in a direct hue ; but to get to the spot it would be 
necessary to go several miles round the head of a long 
ravine. Aa he was almost certain to lie down where he 
waSp we carefully marked the spot, aud slipping back over 
the edge of the saddle afcarted off ab a brisk walk to circum- 
vent him. The sun was well up now, and it is very hot 
in March even at that early hour ; so that hy the time wo 
had got round into the ravine below, our temperature 
was considerably higher than when we started. Now 
commenced an excruciating ndvance on tiptoe, with 
bended backs, over a stratum of fallen teak leaves of the 
** tin-box" description, to step on a single one of which 
would be fatal to the stalk, Aa the only altemativo 
foot-ground was on rounded trap boulders, given to 
rolling away from beneath the unwary foot, the heat 
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tlcveloped by the exertion was greativ out of proportion 
JjQ the progress made. At Iftst, however, we lighted the 
■d-topped trc^ imder whkh we Ijad marked our stag; 
flnd then "the Moon/' stripping hjm&clf of next to hia 
last fragment of raiuient, swarmed up a teflk pole to look 
out ahead. Notluiig w;is seen, however, and i^o wg «tolc 
on agnin. frieiRl ThAnd sWHrnilifg tip trees at inten-aU, 
and I balancing myself in fear and tremblmg on the rounded 
bouldera. We were not to succeed, however ; for the fiheel 
in coming off a tree accidentally stepped on a leaf, and 
the game wa8 up. Thc^ugh I da^^hod ahead at once, 
knowing that we could steal in no further, it was too Ijite ; 
and all I fwiw wtis a dark form ninniiig low, but at a gre«t 
pucM?, through the teak scrub, too far off for a shot* I 
believe that this was about the only sambar then on the 
hills; for though the forms where they bad been lying 
were numerous, and both T, and I hunted the liveloog 
day for them, not another hoof or horn did we see- The 
Bheela said they had all gone to ** Dhowtea *' — a place 
which we afterwards found was so difficult of accej^s that 
very few of them had ever been there; and bo they used 
it* much ftE we do "Jericho/' to expresB an iade0nite 
region where everj^hing that can't be found elsewhere 
muat certainly have gone. 

Greatly to the 8uq>rise of the Bheels, we did shortly 
after this go to Dhowtea ; and if its name was great before^ 
it certainly became much more so after we liad been 
there. Neither of uh over ^w anything so extraordinary 
in our lives; and to the Bhoela there was nothing i^hort 
of magiral devilry in what wc found, or rather did not 
find. Dhowtea was a hollow on the top of the range 
surrounded by flat plateaux of timall elevation, with a fine 
stream of water in the centre, and long grass all about* 
After a long struggle, througli thick jungle and over 
desperate rocky ground, we reached it long after sundown, 
and cucamped uncomfrirtaMy in the open plain for the 
night. The place waa perfectly puddled up with the 
feet of sambar, the footmarks ranginc from a day to weeks 
old; and in the ^ass around wen^ literfilly thousands of 
fifimbar forms, while every second or thinl trew was peeli 
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of its bftrii by the rubbing of the stags' liomft against tliom. 
Next morning we startocl off, witn an oxtni supply of 
anuniinition, in different dirootions, our only (car bcUiR 
that we haul not ]>eopIe euougli to caixy in nil tb<* vujirmous 
atagfi we expected to bag. For my part, 1 wandered 
round and rouud the plateaux, and over their tops, and 
through the hollow ground, and everywhere withio six 
miles ou my side of the hill ; and though th« sambar fligns 
w^re everywhere plentiful and recent, and there were 
droppings of bison also nf some wwks old, nut n dim liide 
of stag or hind did my eyes behold th^t morning. It 
vffla truly amazing, and 1 abnoat feared to return to camp 
lest all the boasta should have gone across to T/s ade, and 
I should find him smoking the pipe of satisfaction amid 
a hecatomb of alain. He had returned before myaelf, 
however; and mutual delight was no doubt diji^played in 
our countenanceA when we fnund tliat each was in precisely 
the eamc plight as the other — not havirg seen Iiooi or hom 
between us ! Half believing with the Bheels that the 
pbce was en chanted , we stayed and tned again next day, 
but tlie result was precisely the same. Then we vowed 
that Dhowtea of the Bheels should be written down with 
the blackest of spots in our mental map. We were utterly 
ruined, of course, with the Bheels. Having eeen theoc 
multitudes of ghcfstly eambar trackg, we never again found 
any place vacant of game but to be told with a griDj " Oh^ 
they are gone to Dhowtea, tti course ! '' 

We were utterly beaten, and the uiiburut jungle having 
also proved too thick for our boundary operations, wc 
determined to retreat to the plains. But we were un- 
willing to return by the awful road we had come; and* 
a possible way down the northern face of the lull being 
report,ed» we left Dhowtea behind us the next morning, 
marching along the top of the range for eight or ten miica 
to a place called JAtiitl, the residence of another of these 

Eetty Bheel chieftains, and marked by a conspicuous 
anyan tree which is visible from every part of uie sur- 
rounding country. Tlietice we de.sceoded the next day 
to the T&ptl valley, intending to return to the bills when 
the jungle tshould be clearer. The truth wafl^ we had 
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iftppcncd to vmt Dhowtea just when nearly nil the sdmhar 
httd g*>ne dovtii the hills to feed on some jungle fruits that 
had ripened in the valleys; and tho few that rcmamed 
were not to he found arming tUv loiiy urlinnit gr^sH, I 
believe that the immense number of marks wc s*w were 
oauBcd by tho ci'llcction of large numbera of deer there 
during the ratting ttcason (late autumn). 

The piith WB went down by wound along the top ol 
n hmg spur of naked basalt. On either side were aecp 
and almost coal-black rifts in the rock, the summits clothed 
scantily with thin yellow grasfl, and here and there a Salei 
tree stunted and twisted like a corkscrew. At one point 
the rock assumed the form r»f a sheer cUft^ noADy hundred 
feet in height, of the <julumnur strutiaire seen oocasiouaUy 
in this voh:anic ((jrmation, where the rock switus compnsea 
of a vast conglomeration of pentagonal piUara standing 
together and broken ofi at different lengths. Thi& eingu- 
larly favourable Bituation for nost^building had been 
occupied by an immense colony of \uiltures, the whole 
faee of the rock for miles being whitened by their dropping**, 
whilfl niimben* of the bin.lfi were perched on the cliff or 
sailing over the ravine. Among them were a good many 
of the common brown carrion vulture; ' but the majority 
wwo the foul whito scavongera ' to be ficon on every dung- 
hUl in the \illages of the plains, I had often wondered 
where the^e birds bred, for althomrh ther« are myriads in 
all inhabit*«l trarts of Central India only a few ne^ts are 
to be seen here and there in the tops of trees. Here was 
the puzzle solved, m the giim and retired solitude of tho 
Valley of the Vultures, But a single hill — a few minutes' 
flight—aeparated them here from the thickly peopled 
plain where they find their repidsive feted ; ana yet that 
ravine is probably as seldom looked on by the eye of 
man as if it were a guano island in the Pacifie Ocean. 

A few wocka after our uneuccceeful trip to the Hattl 
hills, I heard from T. that the grass was mostly burnt, 
and sfi-mbar were plentiful on the northern slop? ot tlie 
hillfl. He had ala^i come across a preserve of bison, out 
of which he had bagged a bull. EarV^ in April, thcrcfoic> 
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I rode out to his camp at Chondi — one of the dcacrtx^d 
village sites in the valley below Gharri. A lovelier spot 
for li hunting camp in the hot weather could nut be found. 
Close by a clear and beautiful pool of water Btood aii 
enormous banyan tree, so old that, nian^ of the AUc^kers 
thrown out by the branches of the parent tree had them- 
Belves become mighty stems, with branchoe which again 
had given birth to trunkB of conBidnrable girth, while the 
fitem of the original tree had uttprly decayed away, 
Btiiiealh ita copitujs shade wpre whelt^iet! from th^^ sy\xi 
several tents, and numerous servants, l»6cars, niid Bheel», 
besides our horecs, dogs, etc. The grasa on the lower 
hills bad mostly been burnt since wc were last here, and 
the Mbowa flowers had been falling for some time. Sambar 
nightly visited some fine clumps of that tree in the bottom 
of the valley, a little higher nji thar the ramp. 

The next morning we sent out about hali-a-dozen pairs 
of Bhoels to look out on the hill-topa long before daybreak ; 
and soon after ourselves started up the valley to a point 
where we intended t^ separate and take different beats. 
A colony of monkeys in the trees overhn.nging the river 
were "swearing" lustily about half a mile to cur left, 
and presently we found the remains of a aambar that had 
been killed during the night under the Mbowa trees by a 
tiger. The brute himself was doubtless making ofi up 
the valley when seen by the monkeys- Many s&mbar 
had been feeding on the Mhowa, and fresh tracks led oft 
in almost all dircctionfi, Juat where we were about to 
Beparate a long spur ran down from the hilla on the right 
to the valley up which we were proceeding; and as we 
approached it we saw in the dim gray light a loug Ime of 
deer file over the top, each pausing for a second on the sky 
line before passing over to the far aide. Watching them 
for a few seconds, we saw that they were followed by a 
large stag at a goc»d distance in the rear. In fact, he bad 
just commenced to climb the spur when we saw him- 
and at the same time he must have seen ua pausing on the 
path, for his leisurely walk then became a run — the low 
crouching run, almost like a tiger*B, ^ith antlera thrown 
back, often adopted by a stag who waDig to escape quickly 
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Bod ^iithout being seen. Wc only saw the ridpe of bis 
bat'k and tlie tips of lu* luirns ;w li^ stole up tlie wther 
liiflft of tLe spur «fU*r Ihi^ liintU, It is of iiti usij t<ir two 
men to follow one lot of Kamhar; so, as it lay in my beat* 
I took after thcac deer, while T. hold on up the valley. 
When I got to the top — a stiff climb of five or six hmidred 
(eet — the eastern heavens -were suffused with that beautiful 
^eeuifih y€llu»w tlaali which imou'diaLely precedea sunrise 
in an Indian «lcy. It was light enuugli {it never lb very 
dark at any time of night at this season of the year) to 
diAtinguidJi a couple of tlie Bhecls perched on a higher 
peak of the same range; and on seeing me top the rise 
one of them stole softly do\\'n to me, and aaia that the 
herd, followed by the stag, had proceeded lei&iiiely down 
the thickly wooded declivity on the opposite side. Aftcc 
a eonaiiltation. it was determined that I nhnuld keep 
along the top of the ridge» whiW tW4» of the EheeU were to 
folbw the track of the herd, and if they saw them come up 
and let me know. I w^nt along slowly from one com- 
maikdtiig point to another, keeping a little fthe;id of the 
Bheelpi, who tracked the herd along the alcipc, not very 
far below the top. In the course of one of these moves 
I started the herd iiom eome long grass near the top. 
There wore tiftoin or twenty of them, but no cood atagn, 
so far as 1 could st?e as they bustk^d away alona t!»e hill-side 
in n cunftiaed mob, the round tight-coloured pHl< hen on 
their rumps looking hke so many targets aa they awitrcbed 
their tails in the air. It waa very temptina, but I wanted 
the fine homa of the stag and let them go, I was rewarded 
soon after by the appearance of the staff, walking slowly 
along iu the same line, and stiowjng by Iiizi dignilied gait 
thrtt he had no »u;ipieion of dnn^*r. He wan passing 
ut a hundred yards below me when 1 pulled on hia 
•houlder with the" Uttlc single **ExprcM*' rifle, and he 
loll to the ahot without a sound. The Bheels came 
running up at once, and as 1 had not gone down to the 
stag proceeded to cut liifl throat in the orthodox Maho- 
medan faahinn, though I am rertain he waa stone de^d 
long before they arrived. He waa one ol the finest hart-s 
1 ever saw— in beautiful condition, with much of the cold- 
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weather mane remjiinin/j, and of a pj^eiiliar and rare rich 
chefttiiui tolour. His ln>rni4 were very litout and liitnd- 
BODiCj tlicmglt about four inr he» fihorter than those of the 
Bori :^ag. The colour of the s^mbar of thcae op<?ii light 
jimgles is generally decidedly lighter than that ol those 
whieh inhabit the more shady forestfl further oast. Some- 
times a very "black stag will be found, however, even here ; 
and the colour of all varies a good deul at diUcreut times 
of the year. 

The next day we again went out long before daybreak. 
I wa« beckoned up a veiy eteep hill by tlie Bheel» on tho 
top ; and when I got there gome timc^ after the Eun was up^ 
iijid iL gi^H.Hl deftl futigued by the cUinb, I found it was only 
to tell me that they had seen two stags go up the opposUc 
hill alope, between which and our hill there lay a valley 
aa deep as that from which I had come up. They had 
never been at this scouting work before, or they had well 
deserved a thriisliijig for their paitii^. There was uotliiug 
for it but to dcftcend t^ the valley again, which was alin<*»c 
severer work than comiDg up. The alipperiness of theae 
trap hills when every particle of gross on them hae been 
burnt into fine charcoal is dreadful. I never found the 
deer that had been seen, and soon got involved in a trouble- 
some aeries u( cross ravines, so that by about nine o'clock 
1 was pretty tiot and wearied in the April ftun» I had 
almost given up hunting> and had turned for home, when 
something caught my eye in the bottom of a alight hollow 
in the MIL It looked exactly like one of the bunched of 
twigs that grow out of old teak stumps on these kills^ 
lAith one or two dried Icavpfi attached to them ; and yet 
1 fancied I had seen it move- I looked at it intently for 
at least a minute, trying to make out if it was a bunch of 
teak ttvige or a sambar'a head and horns. It never moved 
the whole of this Liiuei iiiid, us the Ekeela who were with 
me Baid it wjia only a stump, T turned to paisa on. Thft 
ghnt of my rifle barrel must then have caught in the sun, 
for a noble atag started up from bis lair, and without pauaing 
for a second wheeled round and clattered away. My 
hasty shot missed him clean, and he then plunged into a 
ravine that lay at the back o( the hollow he had been in- 
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1 foilovrcd nrrtw'^, tlimkin^ T might find bloml, hut there 
■was no sign, ond I tLimcd for home, swearing to expend 
& bullet in future on every t«ak atump that bore the moet 
distant resemblance to a deer's hcftd. The repcnihlauco 
is 5o very close between the two objects that 1 cannot but 
think tli»t the instiLict of the animal leiids him to dispose 
his heJifl so as to re.'^emble* tlie hiinnh cf t^?-Rk, Kven the 
tion of the large ears of the sanibar, which they restrain 
only when actually in the presence of dangers, answers 
exactly to the atirring of a dried teak leaf in a light breeze. 
ludet^ti no one can liiuit 1:1 theae scantily covered hUla 
witJiout wondering at the extreme difBcidty of making 
out 8uch large aninials as aambar, binon, and bearA on the 
open hill-aide. The bison and bear precitfi^ly resemble 
the large black tritp boiddcra that thiekly strew every 
hill; and thus the glaring eontraat of their black hides 
with the bright yellow grass frequently attracts no attention 
what«vcr- 

Oo ray way back i knocked over a four-horned antelope 
witt very perfect horna, a long distance acrosa a valley, 
with the ' Express.** These Uttle creatiuee are very 
common in the hills we were hunting in, living solitary 
or in small groups in all parts of the mng/G. The female is 
hornles*. while the buirk }ias four distinrt sheathed honia. 
The ptisterior pair are four or five inches long, and set upon 
high pedicles covered with hair. The anterior pair are 
generally mere knobi?^ and never exceed in length an inch 
and three- fourths. In some specimens they are even 
absent altogether. The animal is found thniughout India, 
And appears to be generally without the anterior homa in 
the 80uth, Here, in Central India, some have them and 
0ome have not. I never could see any other differenee 
beitween them; but it 19 not altogether certain that there 
;ftre not two distinct species. The prepoiulermnte «*f feiimW 
impeaffl to be veir grf^at, quite ils great as in the case of 
the ordinary Indian antelope, though from their not 
congregating in la^e herds, it is not m much olwwrvcd. 
To till a buck at all is rare, and to kill one with four well- 
developed boms is much rarer still- Tliey seem to be very 
retiring little crcaturea, never coming to the crops, and 
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MKiviiig very IiUIp nut nf the liiTiit<^(l area whefR (hey find 
fcuxl and \v;it<.T. There is 8i^ari-<^ly a water-hole in all these 
regions which is not frequented by one or morci a&d they 
lire nearly certain to be found duriri^ the diiy lying in the 
nearest patch of grnsft< They mnkt' little forms like those 
of the sflmbar, utid iillow themselve» &.lmost to be trodden 
on before they fltart. They run for a short distance at an 
incredible velocity, with their necks low, and making them- 
aelvcs aa small as poaaible, til] they suddenly stop, but 
always with such art that a tree stump, or mound, or thick 
hush aha!] screen them from the ubsierver; then another 
RhE>it. thiJ^hj iind another Imlt, and su im till uut ot eiight. 
Tlcy are nearly sure to be found in the Siime place next 
day. however. When seen walking about undisturbed 
in the junf^le thiiii" pace is most curious, raising their feet 
absurdly high as if stepping over large stones, and putting 
tbem down with a fa»tidi<)us delicacy and Koftne^s as if 
thev were walking on eggs— a simultaneous *' bobbing" 
action of the head and neck giving them altogether very 
much the gait of " that generous bird the hen/* They 
live on the green shoots of bushes, young gras?, and 
fallen j\inglc fruits; and their venison is cofirsc nud 
tasteless. 

ITie same afternoon two of the Bhcefe, who had been 
out ecouting in a very aohtary part of the hiila to the east 
of the valley, came in and reported a large herd of bison 
as always to be found where they liiid been, Nothing is 
niui'G djSicidt than to get really reliable news ubL>ut the 
bEonta of animals, until you can get the few jungle people 
who do know thoroughly eidiat-ed in your iuteresta. If 
you aek any one else, or even them when they don*t care 
to tell you, ten to one they will chai^ their faces with % 
stare of utter vacuity, and ask you " if it is not a jungle," 
implying that, if you allow so much, of course you musk 
know where to find bea^rts. The little block of hilb we 
wore going to visit is quite shut in from all the ordinary 
lines of travelling jn these parts. There is no road into 
it by which carts cjin I.te t-aken ; cattle are never sent to 
graze there by the neighl>onring villagers; and thus no 
one ever goes into it, cxccptmg a amgle family of Bbcclfi, 
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hereditary T^irvef^s * of an ancient villago, 
said to have existed in thi^ )tulmy ilayi:! of Mjiliomednn 
nil* in one of itw valleys, und tmw rtpresnented by ha)r*»* 
dozen MhowiL trees, the fruit of which these IShccls atjU 
go anutinlly to gather. Two of the family happened to 
be among our scouts^ and knew every inch of the country, 
one who brought us the newa rejoiced in the name of 
igm, or "The Shrimp;" and really, by some foc- 
taitouA accident, his long att^iinaf^d arvn^ ^nd lem and 
curiouflSy ahrivelled features, with a few long feeler-like 
brifltlea in the place of a beard, gave him a very atrong 
resemblance to that innocent crustacean. The namo of the 
other, whu hiul been left pen^ln^d in a trt^ tu wntch the 
beovea, caTiTifii b<? Landed down to {nnie, havino; beeu lost 
in the secondary appellation of '* The Blnmk, * I must 
Bay the olfactory powers of the biaon loat greatly in my 
estimation when I found that they had remained quietly 
grazing for half a day within a mile or so of this most 
odorauK of Tiuvees I The Shrimp was verj" anxious that 
we should pruceinl there and then tu attack the bi:^oii, 
urging bow uncomfortable the Skunk would be if left 
elingiiig to the upDcr branches of a tree all night, and 
patting hia shriveUcd stomnch to show how delighted 
they both would be to be at close quarters ^^^th a bison 
st^ak. We pitied the Skunk, and poinled out Ut the 
Shrimp a quartei of Hanibar veiii&oii hanging up from 
which he might satisfy his own cravings; but we had 
no idea of starting off after bi»on tAx milea away in thai 
country at three o'clock in the afternoon- 

It wanted n gotid deal of arrancemeot, in fact, to hunt 
that cDunfiy; and we never found out the proper way to 
do it till just flfl we were leaving it< As it was, wc sent 
round a tent and the needful aupplica by & vcrj' circuitoua 
road, down our valley to the pfain, along the foot of the 
liilta for a good m^ny milet^, and then up another valley 
that wai* said tti run inti> the hoJirt of the bi^m cnuntry. 
'nul diR*».:tions 



peoji 



g' 



The TurvM iH UiH uluef uf u BIibvI clan oi Hotilemeut; &ad all 
of Bli^L vtlUge« in ihs pan of itie coiincrv »» to caIIch] by 
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they cciulil find wiit^rr, and pittli tliere. We were to go 
straight acrosa next day, and, after Imnting up the biaoiit 
come down the head of the further valley to the camp; 
and dearly we paid for giving such indefinit^i instructionfl 
before wc were done. 

Nest morning we started under the guidauce of the 
Shrimp, and iiioniited on two redoul>talile Def'can<;c 
ponies, who wc had fcund could go in theae hills wherever 
we could, and saved ua a good lot of hard work in the sub- 
The way lay up a long burnt valley, in which tracks of 
&&mbar, and the pug of a large tiger who had been fulluwiug 
them during the night, were plainly visible. It was too 
lat-c, however, to see any game out in aueh open country ; 
and wc wound up the rugged pathway leading to the top 
of the hill without having come acroes a single animal. 

We now came ou to a tolerably level plateau, and rode 
on for some miles, keeping a sharp look-out for anim»U. 
The plateau was begiiming to shelve down towards a ravine 
filled with clumps of bamboo, beyond which rose another 
flat-topped ridge, when my eye rested on a spot of denser 
shadow in the thin edici jungle that topped the further 
rtdge. Pulling up to use the binocular, I diacovered the 
whole herd of bison grazing quietly in the cover. We were 
a couple of miles away at least, and silently withdrew into 
a hollow tliat would lead U3 down into the ra\-jne. T. 
and 1 now advanced with the Shrimp, leaving our ponies 
and the other Bheelp to follow ua on hearing a shot. We 
had a long, hot etalk, and on reaching the plateau found 
that the herd had disappeared- The place was evidently 
a r<^gu!ar resort ol the wild cattle, the long giasR being 
twisted about into wispa by their feet, and all the buihea 
broken and grazed away. We stalked over the plateau 
with cocked rifles, the Shrimp Bwarming trees to look out 
ahead ; but no beeves did we see, except a cow and her 
little calf making oR over a distant rising ground at a slow 
trot, the aunhgnt glancing every now and again on their 
beautifully bronzed ludes. There were so many tracks 
that to follow the herd waa hopeless; the Sl<unk was 
nowhere to be seen ; and so we coasted round the edge of 
tlie plate-aUj peering down among the bamboo clumps in 
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the h<^pc of discovering th« herd. After going fibout hfilf 
round I eiUcldeMly almost ran up against a cow in sonie long 
grass; and imTnediat«!y T., who was n little to my right 
called o»t ilmi tliP xvln)!e htrrl was sianding dnwn bi?low 
amcmg the bambocfi. ily cow had bolted of! in a great 
flight, and I ran up to T. in time to see ten or twelve bison 
scrambling up the opposite aide of the ravine— a long shot 
from where we were, A bull brought up the rear, and 
there was another covered by the cintnp oi cows; so we 
openwl fire on the Formerj and the thiid shot broke his 
Iftg. He had the other ahota too, and after limping on a 
bit, &tjiggcred and foil over down the MIL Being much 
latigued by the heat of a very sultry April day, wo waited 
there till the people came up with our leathern water-sack 
to have a drink, and theji went over to Ihi? buU, who waa 
atUl aiive hut unable to rise. The Skunk, who had luckily 
been exactly in the line of the herd's retreat, now came 
running up, and, standing afar off by special request, told 
113 whither they had gone. 

There was a mighty black bull among them, whose 
a we delennined to have, if powtible; i*o, seuding the 
es, and with them, alas ! the water, under the guidance 
the Skunk, to wait us at a point in the volley beyond 
for which wo thought the herd was making, we started off 
on their tracks. In going along the edge of a spur T. 
caw three or four of the bison standing under the ndge c^ 
thft hill, and we went round to stalk them. It wa8 a long 
way and the heat was really fearfult &o that we were not 
peniaps so cautious in our approach as we should have 
been, and the result was that before wc got up we hoard 
the ataniied anurt of the sentry, and the crash of the h<?rd 
tlirougli the jungle. We row wHlkL-ditlong a ridge between 
two deep valleys—^jn the ri^ht hand that in which the 
camp should be. and on the left nnolhcr Icading'dovm to 
where we had fltart<xl from in the morning. Vne saw the 
fitanled lierd far below us in the latter, <;rossing over at a 
I ftwin^itg tnjt, and afterwards mounting the range bej'ond. 
The Shrimp said they were doubtless making for " T)how- 
te&*'! Further on, the bjhrimp pointed to a motionless 
oo^-black form standing against the ehy-line, wliich the 
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telescope showed to be a mighty bull, lie stood for a 
few minutes till the cows came up and pasfled acrosfi him 
and then stalked solemnly after them. He, too, wiis no 
doubt going to Dhowtea 1 We were walking on disgusted 
wheii my eye raiight. anof.Jior iet-blat^k figure ftmniig the 
trees ahead of iw, and we crouched into nothing as another 
bull walked slowly into an open space about half a mile 
ahead. After gasing round in every direction he slowly 
begau to descend to the same valley. He, too, appeared 
like the rest of them^ to have started for Dhowtea. But 
he wa^ not there yet, aitd we det,eriuinetl at least ti> give 
him a niTi for it; so, waiting till he was concealed by the 
fftll of the grouiui, wc doubled do^Ti a rocky watercourse, 
to cut him off, if possible, from the valley. Wis succeeded ; 
for he evidently got our wind, and sheered off from the 
pass down to the river, walking slowly and magnificently 
along the edge of a precipitous fall, apparently looking 
for another way down. There was none such, however; 
and wc followed him along in short runnirg at-alke, gaining 
on bim every time he get hidden for a rainute by inoquaiitiofl 
of the ground. The hill we were on graduj*lly narrowed to 
the saddlcbiick form *io cunimou in this ranges and not far 
ahead »peiiied to terminate in an abrupt descent to the 
valley. There seemed to be no doubt we had him in a 
trap if wc would only have patience; for he miiftt either 
take that header to reach the valley, or charge back along 
the ridge over our mangled corpses! He became very 
c-anhlous as he tiearpd thfl end, zigzagging iicross the 
narrow ridge, and using all his!^ensc« to dptet^t th« pursuer 
he evidently suspected, Wc were slowly roasting on the 
bare, shadeleRH ahect of buealt that topped the ridge, lying 
flfi we had to do prone on it to escape bis sight. I would 
have given a rupee per drop for the contents of our water- 
aack jnst then- At hist, afl.er wlitit f^een^ed an age, the tall 
black form cf tJie bull slowly sank over the end of the hill> 
He was going down, then, after all, and there was nothing 
for it but a rush. A ni^h we accordingly made; but 
suddenly pulled up, much taken aback, ns we saw the bull 
Hgain emerge? and »;tand in full ^ight of ns, though much 
*^ about the body by scruSby salci stems, on the 
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extreine point of the ridge. It waa really a most tidclish 
diuation, KjwI lie charged, am! our shots failed to atop 
hiin, T. might have ehrapi^l with a few hrok*>n hone-s hy 
idling down on his side oi the hill ; but on mire there was 
a sheer descent of a hundred feet, and the rldgc itseli 
offered not the slightest shelter. But we each Iiad a 
di>u!>le-baiTeUed, breeeh-loadiiig, twelve-bore rifle — a 
battery against which few anliuuls c*lii btiiDd. I saw T, 
sighting him, and heard the bull emit a low tremulous 
moan that sounded hke mischief. His vit^Ia were pro- 
tected from me by the salci stemfl. ao I kept my double 
shot in reserre m cane of accidents. The ball thudded 
against somet.hiug. as it turned out, prnbalilv a sAlei tree; 
and the bull at onr^e dUappeared over the edge. We now 
ran to the spot, and &aw him below th\mdenng down the 
steep hilt side at o tromotidoud paeo» Utterly windc<l by 
ninniiif^, (Jiid halt dead with beat and thirst, the remaining 
three shots had no effect; and then wi- mi down, perfectly 
exhftu»ic<l, U:t wateh the hull as he g>i.iiiud the valley and 
crossed the stream-bed, halting for a few seconds under a 
shady tree to look back crc he set himself to mount the 
further slope, which he did in the line taken by the other 
biaon. He, too, was fairly off for Dhosvtea— and, as it 
seamed and we hoped, seeing that we could not liave him, 
without H wound. 

life waff now a blank. The Hhrinip had lingered far 
behind, and there was no one to show ut^ the way, while 
the Skunk wat> goodness knows where with th9 uoiue« 
and water. So we slowly and sadly dei^eended the mil to 
our own vallev, htkI waited on in the probable direi^tion 
of camp, chewing grass in our speechless mouths. About 
a mile further on we wore joined by the villainous Shrimp, 
who had taken a line of his own for home when he siiw us 
bent on piwhing the big bull to extremities. There was 
no wat^r in alt this valley, he said, ejccepting one pool 
milefi ahead where oilt camp should be. Alter getting the 
direction, we fitbrt«d him oS to find the ponies and water 
and bring them to meet us. It was now midday, and the 
sun was blazing hot-— a quivering liaxe that made the oyea 
twinkle playing along the sumice ol the esrth. Ait«r 
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plotlditic along for some miles more, we ciime 1o a pathway 
by whicli we tinjuglit tlie pooies mu^t pass; anil there we 
sat dowu completely exhausted in tlie scanty shad« of a 
wild fig-tree. A Mliowa grew close by, and some of its 
hiscioiis flowets tempted us to try if they would ;:t^ui^o 
OUT ni^iiig thirst. Bah I never was anything morfj horrible 
than tlic clammy taste and fetid odour of that sickening 
product. Our mouthe were now glued up as well &8 
parched, and when at last the people came we could only 
make signs for the water, and replied not at all to the 
Skunk when he assured ub that a big bear had been 
beeiegiLg him and the ponies on the road for ever so liing 
not very tar from where we were. Aft^r a drauglit that 
no one could appreciate unless he has hunted the '' bound- 
ing bison " thrc^ugh an April day in the trap hills of Nim&r, 
we jumped on the welcome poruea and galloped up the 
valley to our tent. Revived by breakfast and cold claret 
cup, WB fipent the rest of the day in akiiining and pre* 
serving the head of the bison we had shot. A fine solemn 
look have the features of a dead bull. The horns alone 
are nothing of a trophy compnTcd to the complete heady 
which should if possible be saved ertire. 

Next morning our Bheels were out early, and we our- 
selves ma<le for the hill of All-BabKot, or the *^ High 
Exalted fort," which being translated mcana the ruinoua 
little mud keep of one of these pensioned Bhccl chiefs. 
They are all "Bajda" ol eourBc, and maintain standing? 
armies of one or two ragamuffins apiece. We always had 
the " king " of the terntory we were in in our camp, and 
it was reallr disapp(jiiiting to find how little His Majesty 
diflered from any other of these (Icbauched-looldng, opjiun- 
cating, and utterly ignorant and brutal Mahomcdan Bneela. 
Our shik&ri and scouts— Shrimp, Skiuik, and Co. — were 
ordinary imconverled Bheels, and far superior in every 
respect to the converts, who> however, looked down upon 
them as an unregenerate lot. 

Wc had not proceeded far towards the foot of the hills 
when a Eheel on a hill-top waving a cloth caught our 
sight; and on going up we saw about five or six slag 
fiimbar alowly wi^ndiiig their way along the far side of a 
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vftllo^ towards the interior of the hills. Our yesterday's 
flliootijig Ltid lie doubt cleared this part of tlie hills cf s.11 
bisoji, so we made aft^r iht*se deer, watching them 
over the haing grouods and then ninning close inwhind 
them. At lafit wo saw them npf*ftrently halted for the 
day in a fthfldy place^ Two of thorn appeared to have 
tlrat*rate aDtlcrs, and we EtnlktKl roiuid a long way to get 
in on \}iv\n from above, and without giving thtrni our ^^iiid. 
Wc blundered it, however, coming down at the wrong 
point, and the herd broke a long way to our left hand. 
T< fired into their backe as they struggled up the opposite 
slope in a confused gang, but without 3pparent eflect; 
and the last of them was di*ap[)eJiring rjver the brow when 
I t-ook a long shot at him with my 4«iiig1e *' KxpresA," It 
was two hundred and fifty y&rcJs at the leaj^t, but I had 
oft«n before killed as far with this rifle, and down he 
dropped. Croasing over, we found the etag lying dead ; 
but, though it was one of the two we had uiarkeil, hiit 
antlers were very inferior. Nothing is mon.* dece[)tive 
tlian the apparent aize of ftAmbars' norns while stalking; 
aa they have all the same number of points, the guide 
to size and quality aSordcd by the branches of the red 
deer is here wanting. On examination we found this 
to be still another instance of the eurious occurrencea 
before mentioned; for it was T.'s ball after all thftt had 
killed him, wliile miw had inisMHl I 

After thia we made a long round through the hills 
looking for bison, but without sucoeaa; and were dc- 
scfinding towards the camp by a long narrow spur of bare 
baaalt, when wc saw the Skunk near the top of an isolated 
eminence rising out of the valley viiiliMiily signalling to 
us; and soon after we were scAnning the pnijxirtions of a 
fine bull bison lying down on the further etue under the 
ahade of a «niall tree. It waa a very easy st4ilk, and we 
crept in to about seventy yards in the grass. T. fired 
lH>tb barrels at him as he lay, which in alwa)^ a niintakep 
th« vital rvginns being tln'n greatly Khieldcd by the 
enormous development of the shoiddcr and dorsal tidgc. 
He sprang up ana plunged away across our front, flwer\Tng 
round towaids ue in a fashion that made the Bheels take 
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to their heels. On receiving my shotd. however, he turned 
again; and, executing a most extraoidinary serien of 
pfunge^r with his head between his foi'e-leg» and hind- 
quftrterg and tail in the air, diftappeared dowB a small 
ravine. We were soon up, and followed along the side, I 




siMTUR HOBSS< (5<wk CJU! fentL) 



was rather ahead, and found him lying very siclc in the 
bottom of the hollow. When he iwrceived me he sta^crod 
up and Bhook his homs in a threatening manner; but it 
was all up with the poor brute, and a shot in the neck 
rolled him over finaUy on his back, 1 think if our yestt^r^ 
day's bull had been as viciously inclined aa this fellow, w« 
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might liave liaJ more of it thftn wc bftrguined for on that 
narrow leflge. 

We had to return next day to the station, and bid 
adieu to these singular liilb. The hot season waa fairly 
ODt when no one can long enduro the exertion of hunting 
on fuot the sdmbar and bison in hilly country. My 
renders will probably think I have defWiribed to them but 

foor aport compared to what the-y linve often read of before, 
t is «o eaay to throw in hiilf-a-dozen bull bison in a day's 
sport by a stroke of a pen, that the temptation to meet 
tte wifthes of the reader is difStull to resist. 1 bav», 
however, atitek t<i the exact facts of a by no mcars heavy 
bag, on purpose to give a more at-LUirat^ idea of what snen 
Bbooting really means — namely, verr hard work and much 
exposure for an average of certainly not more than one 
head of game a day, and often much less. One cf the 
hardeiit workers and best shots I ever knew^ who had only 
time for a few weeks' bison and sAmbar footing in the 
ye-ar, and then went at it tfjoth and nail, tol<l me he was 
always proud if he could keep his average up to one a day 
for the time he was out; and I am certain that very few 
ever do so much. By taking every cliance at cow bison 
and doe sSmbar, of courae the bag could be largely in- 
creased ; and 1 heanl of two men wlio one vear nmniered 
in tins way twenty-eight bison m a week- Tms is not sport, 
of course, nor are the performera sportsmen. The bison 
15 already, it would seem, diminishing in numbers; ccr-, 
tainly bin range im becoming greatly contracted- Ho is' 
one uf the most harmle^ animals in the whole world to 
the industry of man^ and, fairly hunted, affords perhaps 
the best sport in India; it would be a pity, then, if his 
Dumbera should be unduly diminiahed by un^portsmanhke 
conduct- 
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While wsindering nhnut cluring tW innntlis of April am 
May, in the t^ak foreiata of the BctuI tiistrirt, I devoted a 
day now and then to the sport of tigor&hooting ; and it waa 
the laudabk custom of the foreet officers to spare, if poB- 
aible every year, a few weeks during the height of the hot 
BeasoQ, for the purpose of making an impret^sion on the 
numcr<»iift tigers wliidi *it that time rendered workiiig in 
the forests and carrying timber so dreaded by the Hfltivefl, 
and conaequently costly to Goveniment, 

Although there is much in the sport of tigcr-htinting th&t 
renders it inferior as a mere exercise, or as an effort oi skilly 
to Bome other purauits of these regions (for many a man has 
killed his forty or fifty tigers who has never Rucceeded in 
bagging, by fair stalking, a single bull bi^on or a stag 
Bambar), yet there is a Btirrtng of the blood in attacldng an 
animal before whom every f>tlier beaet of the forest quails, 
and an miarmed man is helpless as the mouse under the 
paw of the cat — a creature at the same time matchless in 
beauty of form and colour^ and in terrible power of offensive 
armature— which draws men to ita continued pursuit after 
that of every other animal has ceased to aSord sufficient 
excitement to undergo the toil of htmting in a tropical 
coimtry. 

It will have been gathered from previous descriptions 
that the hot season, the )ieight of which is in April and 
May. is the moatr favourable time for hunting the tigor. 
Then the water supply of the country is at its lowest ebb ; 
and tlic tiger, being very impatient of thirst, seeks the 
lowet^t valleys, where, ton, muoh of the game he preys on 
haa congregated, and where the village r.attle arc regularly 
rod. In Central India tigers vary a good deal m their 
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habits atid mnBc; and they may be roughly classed into 
IhoKC which huitually prey on wild animals, thoee vhjoh 
livo chiefiy on domestic cattlo, and a few that confme theic 
diet tu the human fipecies. Not^ of course, that any tiger 
adherer invariably to the same sort of ]»rey. Tint ihv.m itrrt 
a large number that appear to prefer frach of the former 
methods of Gxi&tencc, and a few that select the hitter. 

The regulitf game-ldlling tiger is retired in }us habitfi, 
living chiefly among the hiUa, retreating readily from man, 
and is iilt'Ogether a very innocuous aninud, if not even posi- 
tively benrficial in keeping dowTi the herds of deer and nUsil 
that prey upon the crops. Ilis hot- weather haunt is usually 
fiome roclcy ravine among the hills, where pooU of wat^i 
remain, nnd shoUing rocke or overhanging trecii affcrd 
him shelter from the rud. Ho la a hght-made beast (called 
by wliikartj* a Mhm tdffh), VPiy artive. and enduring, and, 
from this as well as his .shyncaa, generally ditticult tu hring 
to bag. 

The cattle-Iift^r, again, w usually an older and heavier 
animal (called oontia bdght from his faintly striped coat 
resembling the colour of a carael), very fleshy, and iiidis- 
posted to severe ejterLion, In the eix^l fieaaon hi* foUowa 
the herdfl of cattle wherever they go to graze ; and then, no 
doubt, in the long damp grass brings many a head of gamo 
alflo to bug. In the hot weather, however, the opcnnC88 of 
the forest and the numerous fallen leaves precludo a lazy 
monster of this sort from getting at game; and he ihfyii 
h^uatew himself in some strong rover, close to water, and 
in the neighbourhood of where the cattle are taken to 
drink and grar^c about on the greener horhagt? then found 
by the sides of stroams, and, watching his opportunity, 
kills a bullock as he requires it, and drags it into his cover. 
Of course, a gno[l many head of game are also killed by 
such a tiger when they come to drink, but ho long as he 
can easily procure cattle, he docs not trouble himecU to 
hunt for them. 

Native shikaris recognise more or less two kinds of tigers, 
with the names I have given above. It may be matter for 
apecnlatjcm which is eause^ and which is effect. Is it that 
as tigers grow old and hea\*y they take to the eaaicr life of 
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cAU]o*iiftiD|^ 7 Or lias the difference of their pursuits, 
continued for geueriAtions, actually rei^ulted in separate 
breeds, vn-vh morp ndaptetl for ihs lienHlitary luethod of 
exifitonc*^1 I, myscll, believe the former to be the truth, 
and that there really is only one \'aricty of tiger in all 
peninsular India, It ia only to extreme specimens that 
the above distinetive names are applied; and the greAt 
majority are of an intennediat* character, and not dis- 
fcinguished by any part.irtilar name. The larger and older 
the animal, the more yellow hist coat becomes, and the 
fainter and further apart are the atripes. Small tigers 
ore sometimeR so crowded with the hlaclc stripes as almont 
to approach the appciuance of a Tneianoid vHiiety, A few 
specimens (jf white tigers with fulvous stripes liavc also 
been mentioned, though 1 have never heard of one in 
Central India. The tiger, like all animab that I am 
acquainted with, is subject to slight variations of appear* 
ance and conformation amongst individuals; and local 
cirtum^tanees, and perhaps '' natuj^l selection/* miiy tend 
to give the race something of peculiarity in different 
localitjea. But none of these lias as yet, I believe, reached 
the point of even permanent variation. 

It ia uaoloss to devote much time to hunting the liill 
tigerit that prey on game alone- They are so ficatt.ei"ed 
over GxteTiBive trad** of jiirgle, and are so active anti warv, 
that it is only by accident that they are ever brong£t 
to bag. 

Favourably situated covers are almost certain to hold 
one or more cattle-eating tigers during the hot weather; 
and however many are killed, oilivrs will whitrtly occupy 
their place. A favou rite resort for the.se tigent if* in the dense 
thickets formed of jaman, karonda, and tamarisk—ever- 
green bufihee whose shade is thickest in the hot weather, and 
which grow in islands and on the banks of partially dried- 
\\p stream-bedfl. A thick and extensive cover of this sort, 
particularly i( the neighbouring river banks are furnished, 
as ie often the case, with a thick scrubby jungle of thorny 
buahea, through which ravines lead up to the open country 
where cattle graze, is a certain find in the hot season. Somft- 
*^iinefi considerable gatherings of tigers take place in such 
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favourable places. I have twice koown five, anil once 
seven, tigcra to be driven out nf one cover at tlje same 
time ; and 1 thjnb the fieason of love-niaking haa Bometfaing 
to do with thcfie meetings. More ueually it is a aolitaiy 
male tiger, or a tiger aiul tigress, or a tigress with her grown- 
up cuIm, that are found id one place. The tigress cannot 
breed more than onre in three year^, 1 lielieve; for the 
cubs almost invariably atay with her till they arft ftver 
two years old, and nearly full-grown- The great-est number 
o( cubs I have ever ftumd with a tigress was thret^ Theae 
were smatl, however, and I never saw more than two 
grown-u[> alutig with llie female. 

A single tiger will kill an ox about every five days, il 
tot disturbed, eating, if very hungry, both hind-qnarteiR 
the first night. He will not go further than he can help 
after this meal, but will retiun again next night to the 
carcaae, which in tlte meantime he often stores away under 
a bank* or covera with leaves, etc, Tliis time he will finieth 
^m bU hut the head ; next night he will cle-an the bone^; and 
^V then for a couple of daya he will not l^ke the ti'ouble to hunt 
^bdx meal, though he will strike down another quarry if it 
^Pcomea near him. Should he liave been fired at, however, 
JM when thua retuminf! to hifl kill, he will frequently abandon 
^ such nieaflurea of economy, and kill a frej*1i bullock when- 

I ever he '}i< liungry. A tigress and grown cul>s are alno far 
more destructive, linlshing a bullock in a night» and» hke 
the daiightorw of the horseleech* olwnyd crying for more. 
The yf>ung T.igers *wom to rejoice in the cxertijic of their 
growing si-HMij^tli, springing up ngaim>t tree* and .scratching 
tlie Imrk us Inyh ivs they cjin rc*icli by way of gyminiBtics^ 
and, if the}' get among a herd of cattle, stnkmg dowB aa 
many aa they can get hold of. The tiger very seldom killa 
1^ Lia prey by the * sledge-hammer Blr<'fce ** of his fore-paw, 
^B HO often talked about, the luiunl uay betiig to seixe with the 
H t^etb by the nape of the neck, and at the Name time uae the 
^^ pawatohfilfl the victim and giveapurchai^eforthewTGncb 
a that dislocates the neck. 

H Tigers that prey on cAttle ore generally perfectly well 
H known to ihe cowherds and others who reaort to their 
^K neighbour hood. They licldom oiul^t men, and are often 
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drivon away from their prey, after killing it, by the unanned 
herd?. Frequt^ntly thev are known by particular Eames; ^ 
and they really aeem in many cases to live amcmg tlie^H 
viliagera and their herds much like a semi-domesticated^^ 
animal, though, from a mutual consent to avoid direct 
inUrviewa as much as poeeiblc, they arc chiefly Known by 
their tracks in the river beds and by their depredations 
OD the cnttle. Tlteydo not, of roiirse,r*infine their attncka 
to the cattle of a single village, usually liaving a whole circle 
of them where they are on visiting terms, and Among 
which they distribute their favours with great impartiality. 
The damage they do on the whole is very great, sixty or 
seventy head of cattle, worth from £6 to £lO apiece, being 
d«*truyed by on« such a.nimal in the course ol a year. 
Generally there is at least one native in every circle of 
villages whoee profession is that of *' shikari/' or hunter, 
and who is always on the outlook to shoot the village tiger. 
When he hear* of a bullock luiviiig been killed he pR)cee<h4 
to the spot, and, erecting a platfoini of leafy btmghs in the 
nearest tree, watches by night for the return of the tiger, 
who, though he may kill and lap the blood during the day, 
never feeds before sunset. Generally he does not get a 
j^hot, the tiger being extremely auspicious when approaching 
his " kill," and the aliikfirls being usually such bimglerft at 
their work as to disturb him by the noise of their prt^* 
parations- Oiten he misses when he does shoot, the 
]unglc'king being somewhat trying to the nerves; and if 
he kills one tiger in the course of the year he considera 
himself lucky. His weapon is il long matchlock, which 
he loads with fix *' fingers'* of powder and two buUeta, 
These fly a little apart, and if they hit are usually the 
death of the tiger. His method of shooting is aomctimea 
imitated by lazy European sportsmen. 

Another way of hunting ordinary tigers is to beat them 
out of their midday retrejif, with h strong gang of beaters, 
supplied with druma, fireworkf*, etc., the guns themeelvea 
being posted at hkely spots ahead. This plan is often 
fluccessfuJ, when the operations are directed by some one 
who knows the ground. Frequently, however, the tiger 
is not found at all, and moreover he very comnionly 



THE TIGER 



219 




manages to escape at the eidos, or break back through the 
beat, without coniiiig up to the guns at all. It has also 
the diiiadvantage of erpoeing the beaters to much danger; 
and there arc few who shoot in this fasliion who hav^ 
had more than one be^t^r killed before them- To 
in on a tiger In bis retreat on foot is generally im- 
practicable, as a mail commaDdfi so little of a view in thiek 
cover tbiit he rarely sees the tiger in time for a shot. In 
some places, however, where tigers Ik- m rocky places 
hiaccesflible to elephants, this is tne only way to do ; and a 
very certain one it then is. there being generally little cover 
and plenty of commanding elevations whence to «ec and 
shoot. The best way of hunting the tiger is undoubtedly 

I that usually adopteJ in Central India — namely t*> bring 
in the aid of tbe trained plephnnt, ;l(h1 folli>w and shoot him 
in his midday retreat. j\jiy one who thinks lie has only got 
to mount himBolf on the back of an eleplmnt, and gu to a 
jungle where he has heard of tigers, to make sure of killing 
one, will Snd himself very mueh mistaken on trying, A 
number of aportanien witu s large line of elephants may 
kill tigers if they simply beat through likely rovers for 
^^ a long enough time — and many tigcrsare thus killed — or by 
^m driving the jungle with beaters, without the pogse^sion 
^M of any skill in woodcraft whatever. But no sort ol hunting 
^■' requires more careful arrangements, greater knowledge of 
^B the habits of the Animal, perseverance, and good shooting, 
^^ than the pursuit of the tiger by a sijigle aporbsman with a 
II single elephant. 

H At the outset of one*B experience in forest life it is 
1^ impossible to avoid the belief that the tiger of story is 
^ about to show him.'ielf at every step one takes in thicrk 
^1 jungle; and it is not till evi^ry trITort to meet wilh liiin ha:* 
^ been u^ in vaiu that one reokses how very little danger 
from tigers attends a mere rambler in the jungles. During 
ten years of pretty constant roaming about on foot in tho 
moflst tigerish localities of the Central Provinces, I have only 
once come scnms u tiger when I was nut out shooting, ana 
only twice more when 1 waa not actnallv searching for 
tigers to shoot. In truth, excepting m tKe very haunts 
of a known man-eater, there is no danger whatever in 
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tTuvcrfiing ary part of the jungles of this, or I believe any 
other part of India. 

Some people affect to despise the practice of using ele- 
plianhrt in fiillowing tigers, Rjid tJilk a great, deal about 
shooting them on foot- As regards danger to the aporta- 
man, nine-tfintha of the tigers said to be shot on foot are 
really killed from trees or rocks, where the sport^nmn is 
quite secure. The only danger then ia to the imfortunal* 
beaters, if used; and when this is not the case the sport 
genemlly resolves itself iuto an undignified sneaking about 
the outskirts of the rovers, in the hope of getting an occa 
aional pnt-i^hot from a secure position- In this method 
of hunting many more tigere are wounded than are finally 
seuureJ, the only ilanj^cr lying in following up a wounded 
nnimal, whicli is usually avoided; and thus au inncx-uonA 
animal ia often converted into a scouxge of the countrj'-aido- 
A very few sportsmen do^ for a Bhort period of their livc«p 
make a practice of hunting and shooting ttgcre really on 
foot; but they are seldom very succeaaful, and sooner 
or later get kiUed, or have such narrow escapes as to cure 
them of such ailly fully foj the remainder of tneir days, A 
man on foot has no chance whatever in thick jungle with 
a tiger that is bent on lolling him. He cannot sec a yard 
before him, and is himself conspicuous to c\'ery sense of 
the brute, who can completely hide in a place tliat looks 
scarcely enough to conceal a rat, and can move at will 
through the thickest cover without the slightest sound or 
stir. At the same time the anortaman who as a rule usca 
an elephant in thick cover will find quite enough oppor- 
tunitieB, in special caflea^ of testing hia nerve on foot, 
particularly il he marks down and tn«ka his own game 
mstead of employing Nliikari^ to do su. Even on the 
elephant all is not perfect safety, instances being not rare 
of elephants being completely pulled down by tigers, while 
accidents from the miming away of the elephant in tree 
jungle arc still more common. Much of the excitement of 
the sport depends on the sportsman *fi method of attacking 
the tiger. Home men box a tiger up in a comer and push 
in at all hazards, getting repeatedly charged, while others 
keep at a dlBtance, circling round end offering doora of 
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earape to tlie tiger. aii<i never get ft cliarae at alL Aa a 
rt)Ie> when un ini cIi^phjiiLt in (nir ground, una objcv:! etioultl 
be to get the tiger to charge in^^tcad of letting jiim aneak 
awny. aa the hunt is then cmlcd in a abort and exciting 
encounter, while if let away it may be hours belgre he is 
found again, if he ever in at alL 

The hrst din!(;u]ty ia to get reliable information of the 
presence of tigei'"* m a particulB-r neigh bo ui' hood. A grESt 
many rea«on8, beaidea the ednaple one to which it is 

uflJiy attribut^jtl, namely, that " they are cnreed niggers," 
bine to mat:e ihe natives in most places very unwilling 
to give inforrntiti'^n about tigeis. Firetly, it is likely to 
bring down a large encampment of "Sahibs" on their 
village, wiiich they, very justly in moat cases, dislike. The 
military officer who acoma to Icara the rural language, and 
hia train of overbearing, swindling sen'ant*, who fully 
cany out the principle that from him who bath not what 
little he hath sliall he taken away, and that without a price, 
too, stink in the nostrils of thi^ poor inhabitants of the 
tracts where tigers are found* The tiger himi*elf is, in fact, 
far more endurable Ihnn thoae who enejimp over against 
them to make war upon him, and demand from them grain 
and other supplies which they have not^ and c&rt«. etc., to 
carry the camp, which they want to use for otiter urgvnt 

J)«rposea. Then they fear that they will be nm<le to beat 
or the tiger— both those who are willing and those who 
arc not — with a conf^derable chance of gcttina killed, and 
very little of being ])aid for their ser\'ire3. There are few 
well-known rtwirls of tigern where some storv of the sort 
haa not hcen handt-d dnwii among the iitMipfr?--, The fintt 
eascntial towards getting sport is to concihate the wilhng 
cooperation of the people, and make it plain to them that 
youi' arraiijj^mcnts for supphes are audi iw to throw no 
unbearable burden on a pour eountrj', aud that your ini?thod 
hunting is not one ta lead to the constant risk o( life, 
" , however, ia the want of sympathy oft^^n engendered 
the naturally generous Enghc^hman by the fact of his 
becoming a member of the nihng casi^ in India, that 
sportsmen will sometimes be heard on their return from 
an uut&ucccci^Aful vxpoUition in which they )uid hurried a 
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quiet population who didnot want their tigers Idlled at all' 
on t.lieir f^nns, iruniiug a,iid i^wi^ating »t them, und perhaps 
even expressing little regret that a few o[ tlitsrn liad be*?!! 
iticed tu titeir buugliiig ardour. On the other hand, 

properly organised expedition, where the Bportsman 
provides his own mipplioa and his moan^ ol hunting tho 
tigersj is certain to meet v,"ith every co-operation from 
the ppuple. They will even crowd in to help in drivina 
the jungles, when tiiey know fhey are to work fur a giiod 
sportsman and &hot who will not uimecesfiarily risk their 
lives. 

With luck and first-rate arrangements a few tigors ttay 
he got in the cold weather. A good many persons will 
remember a hiuit in tlie month of January, 18C1, when we 
secured a royal tiger for the Govemor-Oeneral of India> 
on hia first visit to the centre of his dominions, within a 
mile or two of the cantonment of Jubbulpur. I mounted 
sentry over that heast for nearly a week, girding hiia in 
a little hill with a belt of Iires, and feeding him with nightly 
fcine, till half a hundred elephantft, cariTJng the cream nf 
a vice-regal camp, swept him out into t&e plaiu> where he 
fell riddled by a storm of bulleta from several hundred 
virpn rifles, Ho had tho honour of being painted by a 
Landseer, by the blaze of torchhght, under the shadow of 
the British standard; and my liowdah bore witness for 
many a flay, in a bulIet-hoIe through both sidea of it, to thft 
accuracy of aim of some gallant member of the staff ! 

At this aoQson tigers at^metimos venture very cloee to 

;e toivns, and even to the European stations. Several 
tigera have Iweu shot within the walls of the i4>wu antl 
BtiLtion of Mandia, and in tlie'* Pan "gardens round about; 
and at Seoni 1 formed one of a party who drove a large 
tiger out of a tobacco field, within a etone'sthrtiw of a 
oonaiderahle village^ and shot liim in the iiMiin fctreet 
thereof. There was nothing but fielda of short green wheat 
for many miles mund about t his place ; and thi' only reanon 
we could discover for so singidar an apjicaranop of a tiger 
among the habitations of man was tlmt he had recoiyod a 
alight wound A few days before. 

it is not until the greater part of the grass has be 
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nmt m tEieJnngles.ariJaliotftUTi IiaKcnntract'C^tho supply 
water tn tlie Tieiglibuailirjod of ihe groil- rivers, that 
rtigcr-Jiuntmg can be commeuoe*! with a iflir prospect 
ot i^ucceaa. At tliia acaaon, having discovered u tract 
wher« tigers are reported, a good central place ehuuld bo 
selected for a camp, in the deep shade of some mango 
grove near a villagp^ <^r uiuler the still more grateful canopy 
of w>me spreading banyan tree. The graciaiifttiess of 
nature in furnishing ^uch plentiful shade at this arid eeaaon 
but be admirerS- It ir just nt the time wh(^n all 
Irtore begins to quiver in the tierce eun and burning blasts 
of April that tJie banyan and pecpCd fig« and the cver- 
prcsont mango begin to throw out a frcsti crop of Icjives, 
those of the first tree being then moreover charged with 
Q thick milky juice that form^ an impenetrable non-con- 
ductor to the sun's rays. 

Elding up to his camp, pitched in the cool shadowy 
dejjtlifl of some grove like this, tl»e sportAman will jirobably 
find assembled the village headman, with a ftmalf train of 
cultivators and cowherds, waiting to receive him with some 
simple offi^ring--a pot of milk, or a bunoh of plantains from 
bis garden. If he is welcome, talcH will not be wanting of 
tbo neighbouring timers — how Bam Singh'!; cow was t^en 
out of the hen! a few days before; or Eliyron, t-lie village 
vatch, going on an errand, went down for a drink to the 
river, and tlicre came on a tigress with her cubs bathing by 
ita brink. That youth himself ^nll chime in^ and grophi- 
callv describe how he took to a tree and was kept there all 
night — the aame being i>rubably a euphemism for a nifltit 
paH,«ieri with wone boon companionH at a reighb<mrmg 
grog-shop. The u;;ual haunts of the tiger will be described; 
and the size of his footpriuta and width of hifs head be 
drawn to a greatly exj^gporated acale. The »;hikAri cf the 
tieighliourhood will be prest-ut, or caii lie eeut for — a long 
gaunt figure, clad in a ragged aliirt of Mhowa green, with 
a dingy turban twiated round hia shaggy locks, and fur- 
nibhod ^-ith tho usual long aniallbored matciJock. with 
ita bidky powder-flaak of bison horn, and smaller supply 
ot fine priming powder kept tyirefully in a horn ot the 
gazelle. Rupees, or a pioapect of them^ will be wanted 
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to loosen Jiis tntigiie. and ihen his Jriatemi.TitH will likclv 
be ptudiously vogiie. His hearty aenices muzt be sccuica, 
however, for he alone knows intamatelj the ware and 
haunts of the tiger, and he alone will have the plack to 
accompany you or your fthiki^ri Ut niaik him down. If you 
are knowu to b« a good payiuast«r he will willingly serve 
you, ot.tierwise you iiiiisf. pmmise him a harid&ome daiiccur 
in case of success, to induce liini to spoil his ovn chance of 
claiming the Government reward. This reward was, till 
financial difficulties reduced it to half, fifty rupoea (£5); 
andf as ull ^port^men were entitled to claim it, it Uf^ed to 
go fiir to cover the cost of the hunt. I u^ed alwaya to 
divide it equally between the village shikari, if he worked 
well, and my own ghik^rl and elephant driver. Now^ how- 
ever, the Fportaman will find himself a good deal out of 
pocket by every tiger he kills. 

More pL'etise informat.iun must be Bought for by the 
Rportdman himself. Tlie village r^liikari Icnows nothing 
of our eyatem of hunting by nttackiiig the tiger in hia mid- 
day lair- His personal experience of him has probably been 
confined to nocturnal interviews from the tops of trees ; but 
he will be certain to know his habits and usual resorte, and 
also whereaboiits he iii at l.he time bein^. It is necessary, 
therefor*^, for some one tx) go luit with Inm who knoWA oar 
fttylc of work and what particidars to note fnr guidance 
when the actual hunt eonimcncca; for it ia abeohitely 
neoeftsary to have some preliminftry laiowledge of the 
gi-ound.nnd habits of the particular tniger, tn ensure sticcim». 
In my earlier sportirg days I always went out to make the 
preliminary exploration tor tigers myseH: and this iB the 
only way to loam the bu&incss thoroughly, eo as to be able 
afterwards to devolve the labour on your shikarU. A. 
sjx.>rt«man wl»o ia not thoroughly master of this bualness 
will nevei have a reliable shikAn; and the best men arft 
those who have been trained up in it along with their 
masters- 

The moming is the best time for this work It b then 
cool, and every footprint of the previous night is sharp and 
clear. All the wild animak, froiri whose mnvementps 
mxicb ia to be Icamtj are then on the move. The move- 
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){ ihe tjffer even m&y oft^en be traced up to ei^t 
or nine o'clock hj tJie voices of monkeys and peafowl, the 
chabter of crows and small birds, and tlic bark of Aamb&r 
and spotted deer. The whole noctwmal life o£ the bco^ts 
of the forest is then diaplayed in the clearest manner to 
the hunter whose eye has been trained to read the book of 
nature; and I know nothing more interesting than a 
ramble in the cool gray of a summer morning along the 
fttream-bedfl of a tract in which hve a g^wat variety of vnld 
animals. The river beds usually contain h^rgo strotcliOfi of 
sand and gravel, with here and there a pool of water, the 
tnargin of which will be covered with tniclw of deer, wild 
hogi*, bears, el^.,, and here and there the mjghty footprint* 
of the jungle king himaelf. All must come here to drink 
in the cool night succeeding a burning day; and in the 
neighbourhood of the water occur most of the tragical 
interviews between the herbivora and their cjiraivorous 
foca. Everywhere the iTiiel tyranny of the tiger has 
imprinted itaelf on the faithful page- His track to tJie 
water is ^tmi^ht and leimirely* while that of tbe nSlgai or 
^wttcd deer m ha.Iting and suspicious, ond apt to end in a 
wild scurry to right and loft where it ctogse? the tigcr'fi. 
Here and there blesicliing tikulk and hon^ show thjit the 
whole herd have not always made good their escape. The 
ambush of dried leaven by the paaa down the bank marks, 
perhaps, an vinaucce^iafiil stratagem; and not seldom the 
trampled soil and patcihes of blood and hair, show where a 
gtubbom boar haa succesafully resisted the attack of a 
tiger. Bruin alone ia tolerably aafe from the ajiJtault of 
the tiger ; but he,, too, gets out of his way like tlic rest, and 
drinks at a dttlcrent pool- 

Thc sportsman will not bo long under the guidance of 
the village i*hikAri before he comes on traekja of tigers. 
Where one or iiioru have been living some tiTiie in the 
neighbour huoil, footprints ol many datea will be found in 
the sandy bed of almost every nala. The history and 
habitd of the tigen* will generally ooze out of the local 
hunter at tlie sight of tJiese marks. When the treeh 
tracks of the previous night are found his impassive features 
will be lighted into interest^ and, as he follows tlie trail 
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with the end of hiA gim, his speecli wUl lie low and liurriecl 
from suppressed escitement. Th^re is little chance, how- 
ever, of coming on the brute himself at that cArJy hour. 
He is probably lying soinewht>ro on an «levflte'i plac© 
commanding the approaches to his favourite lair, sunning 
hini&elf in the soft morning Iwht, and watching against 
the anpniHrh of dHnger^ until tie growing heat about ten 
o'clocK filiaU have extinguished all ,sigii3 of movement in the 
neighbourhood, when he wiU creep down into some abady 
nook hy the water, and, after a roll in the wet sand, proceed 
to deep off the ^flectH of hia midnight gorge, Sumetinieft, 
however, if the Hpot1>sman \m out early enough, he viiM 
find, from the cries of aniraala, that the tiger is moving not 
far ahead of him^ and ho may tlicn by cutting him off even 
obtain a shot. 

On one occasion I followed a tiger in the early morning 
for several miles up the bed of a stream, entirely by the 
demonfltrations of the large llanunnan mtnikey,' of which 
th«re were numbers on the banka feeding on wild fruite, 
As the tiger paeeed below them the moulicya fled to the 
nearest trees, and^ climbing to th<* hight^st branches, 
shook them violently and poured forth a torrent of abu^e * 
tliat could lie heard a mile awjiy. Each group of them 
rontliiuetJ to swear at hioi till he passed out of eight, and 
they saw their friends further on take up the dtorus in the 
top9 of their troee, when they calmly come down again and 
h^m to stuff their cheeks fidt of hemes as if nothing had 
happened. The river trx>k n long sweep a little furtlier on, 
and by cutting across the neck I inanaged to arrive very 
much out of breath in front of the tiger, and crouched 
behind the thick trunk of a Kawd tree tUl he should come 
up. He came en In a long Blouchmg walk, with hia tail 
tucked down, and looking exactly like the guilty mid- 
night murderer he is. His nJi«:leedft evidently sat heavily 
on hift conscience, for as he went he looked fe.arfiilly behind 
him, and up at the monkeys in a beseeching sort of way 



' PrtshfjtU eritdUis. 

* Thfl vcice of the monhoya on such occflalons 14 quite (hlTcr(Mit 
from tKeii cniiiiAry cxy> It u a Ituajw harkJug rour hOiUt?tLiij|f Uha 
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03 IT aslsiiipj them not to betray where ho wftii pioinf;. He 
Mtt^ trtivdliii^ LUukr the oppo»iit« biuik to wheri^ I vnv», in 
th(? deep hIihiIow u( the uverhuiigiiic l.rees : but., wheu iii'ttHy 
opposite me, he came out into the middle, in the faint 
yellow hght of the just risen aun, and then he looked auch 
a picture oi fearful beauty — with hia velvety fltep and 
undulating movetnentfi, the firm muscles workina through 
hU loose glossy »kin, aud the cruel y^Uuw eyes blinkiug in 
tihe torn over a row of ivory teeth, as lie licked his lips and 
whiflkers after his oight*a feed. He pnissed within about 
twenty yards of me. making for a small ravine that here 
joined the river from the hilla. I let him get to the mouth 
of this before I fired ; and on receiving the shot, he bounded 
forward into its cover — a very diffexeiit pii^tiire trtmi the 
placid creature I bad just been looking &t, ami with »i roar 
that silenced the chattering of every monkey on the treea. 
I kiicw he wofl hit to death, but waited till the ehikilrle 
came up before proceeding to eee; and wc then went 
round u good wny to where a high bank overlooked the 
ravine iu which he had disappeared.^ Here we cantioa^ly 
peeped over, and, seeing nothing, ranie further down 
towards the river, aud within fifty yards of where I had 
filed at him I saw a sohtary crow fitting in a tree, and 
OQWing down at an indistinct yellow object extended 
below. It seemed like the tiger, and sitthig dowii I fired 
another shot at* it; but it never stiri'cd to the thud of tbe- 
bttll, while the crow, after fl>"ing up a lew feet> perched 
again and cawed awav more luHtily than before, \Vc now 
went down, and found the tiger lying stone dead, shot very 
near the heart. 

I think it ia the pranka of juvenile tigeni, rather than 
the neiious enmity of old onea, that cau^e such a t4*rror 
of them to exiH among the monkey community. The 
uativca say that the tigress tcaebe8 her cubs to sl^illc and 
hunt by practising on monkeys and peafowl. The gorgeoua 
plumage of the latt<;r, scnttered about iiL a tlK»u»'Hnd nidiant 
fnicment^^, often marks the spot where a penci'ck has ihuA 
fallen victim to thcs« ready learners, but the remains of 
a monkey arc seldom or never seen. Indeed, thcHC saga- 
doua BiiuLan& rarely ventui'^ to come down to the ground 
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when young tigers are aWut, Uiough this sign is not always 
to be relied an as ilenotiiig the aLseiice of tigera. I thouglit 
BO for a long tim«, till oue dsj in the BftiU country, after 
huutiBg long m the heat of a May day for a couple of 
tigers whose markfl were plentiful oil about, we came up 
to a small pool of water at the head of o ravine, and fiftw 
the Iftst cliancc? of finding them viinisb^ aa I th*ni(jlit, when 
a troop of nioiJveys were found quietly lilting on the iT.>C!k» 
and drinking at tbe water. I was carelessly descending 
to look for prints, with my rifle rever&cd over my shoulder, 
and another Btep or two would have brought me to the 
bottom of the ravine, when the monkeys scurried with & 
eliriek up the haiik, and the head and ahuuldei's of a large 
tiger ap]>eitred from behind a boulder, and stared at me 
Ecroas the short interval. I was meditating whether to fire 
or retreatj when almost from below my feet the other tiger 
bounded out with a terrific roar, and ihcy both made off 
down the ravine, I was too much astcnished to obtain a 
steady shot, and I wa^ by that time too well »eqURinff?d 
with tiger shooting to risk an luiccrtain one. so they esraped 
for the time. I quickly regained my elephant, which w^a 
Btanding above, and followed them up. It was exceedingly 
hot, and we bad not gone more than a couple of hundreii 
yaids when I saw one of the tigers troucbed uiulet a bush 
oil the bank of the lavine, I got a stetdy fihot from the 
bowdah, and fired a three-ounce shell at his broad forehead 
at about thirty yarda. No result. It waa moat curious, 
and I paused to look; but never a motion of the tiger 
acknow-ledged the shot. I then went round a quarter 
of a cirde, but still the tiger temauied motionless, looking 
intently in the same direction. ] marched up. liHe on full- 
cock, growing more and more amazed — but the tiger never 
moved. Could he be dead ? I went round to his rear and 
approached close up from that direction. He never 
stirred. Then 1 made the ekpbaut kick bim, and he fell 
over. He was stone dead — converted, withmit the mijve* 
ment of a hair, into a stiituc of himself Ijy the bursting of 
the large abell in his brain. It had struck him full in the 
centre of the forehead. We then went on with the track 
o£ the other. It led down into the Mi^rau river, on the 
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rf^ep haiilf of whit^li there was a thick cover of jdman 
biisn^^ in which the tiger wns Kure to hI^id, I had iiiiit 
htfoTc come Uirougb it> ftwl found the placft an fiili of 
tmckjT aa a rabbit-wurrcn. Having a Bparo pad elephant 
out that day, I sent her round to keep down the bottom 
of the bank and mark, while I pushed my own elephant— 
Futteh Rdni (^* Queen uf Vint^iry'*) — through the cover. 
About the centre [ came on the tiger, crouched like the 
other, with hifs niiisfiivc head ^4^sted on his forepaw?, the 
drnwii-up hind-quiirters and ylightly ewiK-hing tail showing 
thftt he mcaut miBchief, At the fir^t ifhot^ which Btruuk 
him on the point of the shoulder^ he bounded out at me; 
but th*^ left barrel caught him in the back befiire lie Imd come 
many y;»rdft and l>rrjke it, when he rolled right doivn to the 
bottom ol the bank, and fell, roaring horribly, right between 
the forelegs of the pad elophnnt. Slio was a now purchase 
for forest work, called Moti Malfi or "Pearl Necklace" 
(socb arc the fantastic names given to elephant** by their 
Mfthomednn kc(.-per?«), and (]uit« untried; hut ^hi? Atoud 
admirably IhiA rather abrupt introduction to her game, 
merely retreating a lew etcpe and shaking her head at the 
contortionB of the tiger. There is no more striking incident 
in tigcr-fthooting than to witneaa the fearful and impotent 
rage of a tiger with a broken back. He cannot reiu^h 
beyond a short circle, hut within that limit stones. trt-cH, 
and the very earth arc seized and worried ^'ith fearful 
Bavageucst^ and the %\Tetchcd brut*.^ will horribly nmngtc 
even hig own limbs. It i& too ghastly to look on long ; and, 
though the agony is that of a muuKter who has caused so 
much hiniKclfj a nicrciful btdlet in the head should quickly 
end the horrid scene. 

These were regular cattle-eating tigers, and perhaps 
bad not been molesting the monkeys. On another occa- 
sion, however, 1 was much struck with the caution of the 
monkeyti under very trying circumstances. I had tracked 
a man-eating tigress into a deep ravine near the village of 
Pill in the mcml district. She was not quite a confirmed 
man cater* but had killed nine or ten peraons in the prc- 
cediu); few mouths. She had a cub of about six months 
old with her, and it wa^i when this cub was verj' young and 
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UTiaMe to move alwut tluit wnnt of other giinie Imil ilrivcn 
her to kill her first human prey. 1 knew when I entered 
the ravTJic that this waa her regular baimt; for, though 
every buah outside had been stripped of its berries by a 
colony of nionkeva, I fiaw T hem perched on the rocks above 
the ravine wiaLfully looking down on the bushes at the 
bottom, which had strewed the ground with their rii^ened 
fruit. They accompanied me along the ravine on the top 
of tho rocks, us if perfectly knowing the value of their 
AfleietancQ in getting the tigress— and bett«p markers I 
never had. 1 shoulJ probably have pa&ued out at the 
top without seeing her, as filie was lying close under a 
flhelving bank, but for the ])rofaiie language of an ancient 
gray-bcflrdcd Haniiman, who posted nimReli right above 
ncr, and aworc away imtil he fairly turned her out of hei 
comfortable berth. The excitement of the monkeys soon 
told me she was on the move; and presently I saw lu't 
round fare looking at me from behind a tree with a forked 
trunks through the cleft of which I caught sight of about 
a square foot of her striped hide. It seemed about the 
right place, so covering it carefully I put in a ehell at about 
forty yards, and she coUapaed there and then, forming a 
beautiful spread-eagle in the bottom of the ndld- The 
youngster now started out, roaring as if he were the biggest 
tiger in the country; and, though i tired a couple of snap 
ehotfl at hini aa he galloped tlirough some thick buyhea. 1 
could not stop him. It is important to extinguiah a brute, 
however young, who has once tasted human flpsh; and I 
folhiwed liiui ujj till it gw-w nearly dark, when 1 returned 
to the rnviTie lo take iiome the tigre,ss, and there I found 
my monkey fnenda tucking into the berries in all directions, 
and hopping about close to the body of the dead tigress. 
The cub was met, much exhausted wiili it» nmj by a gang 
of wood-cutters, and killed with their axes. 

The barking of deer, and the alarmed cry of peafowl, 
alao frequently indicate the movements of a tiger. The 
sambar, the spotted deer, the barking deer, and the little 
four-homed antelope, all *"bark" violently at a tiger 
Buddenlj^ appearuig in the daytime. Once having inaahed 
nearly a thousand miles exploring iu the forests almoat 
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without firing n rilint, I Iialt^d to hunt a verv large cattle- 
cating tiger near Chandvel m the Nimar iistrict. Thia 
ammal waa believed by the cowherds to have killed more 
than a tbouBand head of cattle ; and <>Tie of the beat grazing 
DTOimdB in all that country hud been qiiitc ahajidonea 
by them in rouitequ^nc^. His haunts lay in a network of 
ravines that lead (h»wn to thpNarbfldS river — nowircluded 
in the Ponfoii Kescrved Forest, which I waa then exploring. 
The herds of cattle having been withdrawn from the graeey 
filados on the banks of the Natbada where h© uaimlly preyed 
on ihotii^ hf bad lately been coming out into tht* ojx^n 
country^ i^'^d had been heard (or several nights roaming 
round about the village of Chandvf I on the edge of the forest* 
I found his tracka within a hundred yanis of the buffalo 
pens of the villago the niorning I arrived ; and a few nights 
before he had broken into a BanjirA encampment a httle 
way off, and kill^Hl and draggi?[] uway a heifer, which he 
ftt* within hejtring distance of the enr-ampnient. (diar^ng 
through the darkness and driving back the BanjariliB ana 
their doga when they tried to interrupt him, I picketed 
a juicy young buSalo for him the night I arrived, about 
half a mile from the village where his tracks showed be 
regularly passed at night. Next morning it was found 
t^ haA-e be&ii killed and dragged away about a hundred 
yards to a small dry watercourse; and, after having been 
cleaned as eoientifieaily oa any butcher could have done 
it, eaten up all but the head^ akin, feet, and one fore-qunrtcr 
If h\» foolprtnl» had not already uhown lum tu Ih.- an 
unusually large tiger^ thin feat of gormandising woidd have 
sufficiczitly done so. Wc started about ten o clock on his 
trail. It was ihc 12th of Apnl, and a hotter dav I novet 
remember. Long before midday the little band of cow- 
herds and sbik&ris who act^ompanied me had most of their 
wanli"<>bes bound round their heads to keep o3 the sun; 
and I looked for a tussle with such a heavy old tiger, long 
aC'Customed to drive off the people he met, if wo found bim 
well-gorged on such a giilling day as this. We took the 
track down fully five ndlea till it entered a long narrow 
niviue with pook of wat^r at the bottom, and iduultnl over 
with a thick cover of tree* and buabea* We could not go 
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into flo narrow a pkcft to beat him out with an ckphant : 
and ftftcr much deliberation we deckled to leave a pad 
olephant at the head of the ravine, and post the people 
we hftd with us on the trees round about to marlc, while I 
went down to tfie other end anrl quietly strt-lked ;tlr>ng the 
top bank on the chance of finding him asleep below. '1 here 
never wa& euch a beautiful retreat for a tiger. I think. In 
many places I could not aoc through the dense shade at 
the bottom, and several times had to fling down stones to 
assure myself whether some iudisimct flickering object 
were tlit tigt-i- or not, T was proceeding quietly a.longi 
probing the ravine in this fashion, when the pad elephant 
we hed left at the further end gave cne of those tremondoos 
screaraB that an untrained elephant sometimes emits when 
suddenly put in pain. She had stumbled over a atone 
when swinging about in their imp^itient fusbiun. There 
was little chance of finding the tiger uudii^urbed after this, 
and 1 had only to stand and watch for a chance of his com- 
ing down the ravine or being seen by the scouts on the 
trees. The first intimation I had of his presence was from 
a couple of peafowl that scuttled out of a little ravine on 
the opposite fiiili? ; Jirid tht-n I sjiw the tiger picking hi* way 
HtealUiily up the face of a precipitous hank, where I could 
hardly think a goat would have found footing. Itc was 
about a hundred and fifty yarJs from my rifle; and the 
first bullet only knocked some earth from the bank below 
him. When I fired the other he was just topping the bank, 
and clung for a second as if he would have cwme over back- 
wardsp but by an effort recovered himself and disappeared 
over the top. Running to a higher piece of ground I saw 
him trotting sullenly across the burnt plain, aiid lucmius 
as large to the eye as a bull buffalo. He certainly lookm 
a very mighty beast; hut he was a craven at heart, or he 
would never have left such a stronghold to face tlic fearful 
waterless, bumt-up country he did. 1 lost no time in get- 
ting round the head of the ravine and giving chase on the 
elephant. Him tmctji in the ashes of the burnt grass were 
olear enough, and we followed him for alxjut two nule«, 
sighting him on ahead every now and then, till he disap- 
peared in a little ravine, and we lost the track in its bare 
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roctfy bottom, I was going along tte bank, witji the 
other elephant in the bottnm of the ravine, wlicn \ heard 
thfi bark nf a sAittbar to my left on some high ground, and, 
iirging Futfeh B4ni at her beet pace in that direction, 
shortly camo on the tiger slouching across the open plain— 
evidently suffering from a wound, with hia tongue hangirg 
mt» ana weuiing jilt'^f^rther a most woebegone hiyU- He 
PliQAdfl on effort wlieti lie saw me, and galloped n hundred 
yards or bo into a patch of bamboo jungle* I knew from 
,the locid shikari that he was making for a water-hole about 
i^alf IL mile ahead, and cut acroBB with the elephant tno inter- 
cept him. I had the pace of him now, and got clean 
between him and his water. I never saw huch an air of 
diAgufit worn by any animal an iKhI tiger had when he 
came down the hdl and saw the elephant etauding right 
in front of him. Ho said as plainly as poasiblc, ' Come 
what wiU^ I Jon't moan to run another yard ; and it won't 
be the better (or anv^xidy that tries to make me/' Sti he 
lay doftTi behind a large aiijim tree, showing nothing bat 
one eye and an ear round the side of it, 1 marched up 
within &fty yards, and now saw the switching end of a tad 
added to the eye and ear. I could not fire at him thuB, 
and therefore sidled round till J saw his shoulder. He saw 
the opening thus left, jind eyinl it wistfully, a-H if he would 
rather escape that way» if he LrouM, th^m Tight it out. But 
1 planted a ball iu hiii shoulder before he had time to make 
up his mind; on which be rose with a bingmd roar, and 
lumbered slowly down the hill at the elephant. So dowly t 
He actujdiy hadn't steam left in bjm to get up a proper 
charge when he tried. A right and left stopped him ^t once 
and another ball in the cor settled him; and then Futtch 
went up and kicked bim, and it waa all over. Ho was a 
\'er\* large tiger, moafturing ten feet cne inch in length as 
he lay, and was a perfect mountain of fat — the fat of a 
thousand kine, a« the cowherds lugubrionslv remarked 
when they ranie up. He had a perfe<^t skin, clear re-d and 
white, viith the fine double fdripo^ and W mark on the head^ 
and long whiskers, which add fio greatly to the beauty of 
a tiger trophy. The whole of the nad^ of !ii£ feet wore 
bUtttered ou on the hoi lockb he had been traversing, and 



2S4 THE HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDIA 

hw tongue was swollen and hlue. We were nearly ilearl 
ourselve-Hj and went down tn the water lie had been making 
for, while a messenger went to the village for more men — 
the dozon histy cattle-herdfi and my own men t.ogether 
being totally unaWe to put him on the pad elephant to 
carry home. An ordinary tiger will weigh alioiit fniir 
hundred and fifty or five nunared pounds, but this beef- 
fed monster mu3t have touched seven hundred pounds at 
least ; and a tiger, from hia length and stipplcnesB, is a very 
awkward object to lift off the groxind, 

I have said that ten feet one ineh is the length of an 
unusually large tiger. The average leugth from noae to 
tip of tail ie only nine feet six niches for a fiill-grown male, 
and for a tigreaa about eight feet four inches. The espe- 
rience of all sportsmen I have met with, whose accuracy I 
can reiy on, is the same; and it will certainly be {onnd, 
when much greater measurements than this nre Te€orde<l, 
that they have cither been taken from stretched akina or 
eke in a very careless faahion. The &kin of a ten-tcot tiger 
will easily stretch to thirteen or fourteen feet, if required; 
and if natives are allowed to use the tape they are certain 
to throw in a foot tn two *' t-n plciis*? nmster," MaAi.er alito, 
no doubtr sometimes plcjises himself in a similaT manner. 
A well'kni.jwn sportsman and \vrit^>r whose rccciKled mcasurc- 
mcnta have done more to extend the siao of the tiger th^in 
anything else, informed me himself that all his nieafiure- 
meiitji wer^ taken from flat akina. But the British public 
demands twelve-feet tigers, just a^ it refuses fo accept an 
Indian landscape without palm-trees. So a suppregitio 
veri went forth ; and not only that, but his picture of a Aoad 
tiger being carried into camp was improved by a few feet 
b^ng added to the lenpth of the be-ast, wlule, to make 
room for it, the most of the hearers were wijx^d nut, leaving 
about four m^n only to carry a tiger at least fifteen feet 
long I 

Sporting stories are apt to breed each other, incident 
leading on to incident, so that I find I have already killed 
some nve or six tigers while yet only on the threshold of noy 
subject' — discoursmg of the prelimmary exploration of the 
tj^er'd haunts. I have httlc more to say on that matter, 
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'ever, tne sum ot it an i>eing tnat ev^ry infomiHticn 
regaiding the tiger's country, tlie route li<? usuftlly takes 
fiTrm one l^iint to ant»t]jer, tbe potnt.s whfi-e lie iiuiy l>c 
most easily intercepted or come upon unawarcfi. good points 
foT scouts, etc., mu£t be oljtained. Places mu^t also be 
fixed on for tying out baita for him at night. He must be 
induced, if posfeible, to kill a buffalo or an ox bo tied out; 
and it must be in such a position that he can be easily 
tracked from there to one of hin uaual haunt8. 

It may seem cruel thus to bait for a tiger with a live 
animal, but there ia no doubt that the death of a tiger 
saves much more suffering than is caused to the single 
aninml sarrifired to ef[e^^t it, A natural kill will Qot do 
»n well for many reafions. It wiU probably not be diK- 
.Qoreied in time to hnnt the next day. and the day after 
it would bo uaolcffs. Further, it would seldom be con- 
veniently situated with respect to \K*mG haunt of the 
tt;?er fuivourablf) (or Ending him in, and the whole day 
:iaight be lost in trying to find him in iiTong places. In 
!, experience shows that no bag can ever be made 
[Instlt speaking of without tying out baite. I usually 

?aiohGt6od at the eomtncnccmeut of the season a do^en or 
fteen half-grown buSaloes, these being the cheapest as 
wcU as the most readily killed by tigetw, A thin old 
brut4* of an oXt or a tough full-grown bnflalo, a well-fed 
tiger will acorn to touch, and often in the morning hie 
footprintB will be found all roimd such a bait, which he 
has come and amelt, and (metaphoricallv) poked in the 
ribs, and left untouched. But a tender juicy young buS 
of about three and a half feet higli woiilu tempt t\w most 
bloiii of tigera to a meal- The cowhenln being good 
Hindii», will not sell cattle avowedly to be tied up (or 
tjgcis; nor will your Hindi! shik&ria tie thorn up with 
their own hands, though few will object to superintend 
the operation* The flimxieitt disguise i^, however, sufUcient 
to quiet the con«:iencea of (ho c&ttic mrii, wh^ will wll 
a herd of young buffaloes in open market to your Miihomc* 
dan siuk&ri dreafied np as a trader in kine, though they 
may have knouu him for a bloody-minded baiter (or 
tigers all their lives^ I remember being very hard up for 
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8 bait once in the Nimar district, having come t<> a place 
where tigers were very tic^t.nictive wlien I haJ none of my 
OT¥ii. All t could say would not indue* the GaolU (cow- 
keepers) of the place to eell mc a single head during the 
day-time, the owner of the village being a Eaghel Rajpfit, 
a clan which claims descent from a royal tiger, and protects 
the j^peL-ies whenever tliey cao_ I waa striding outside 
my tent, m tlie eveningj when, the village cattle were being 
driven in, having given up all idea of halting for the tigers 
another day, vrhcn a fine tall young Gaoli stepped up with 
a aaUiam and tiaid, " Sahib, I have lost a very fiiie young 
bufialo in the jungle, and it will very probably he snappra 
up by the tigers; but if you wouhl send some one along 
tnat road perhajw he might find it^ and we will he pleased 
if your Highness will keep it, as you are going away irom 
this to-morrow," He grinned a broad grin as ho finished, 
and I fipottcd his game; so trending ^ong the '* Lilla *' 
about a quarter of a mile we found a very sufficient young 
Wttll-eyeJ buffalo tied by a piece of straw rope to a JitUo 
treel We had barely time to get the Uttle brute put out 
in A proper place before nightfall ; but he was duly taken, 
and we shor- a tine tigroBs, and wounded and loat a tiger, 
the nest day ! 

The morning after the bait« have been tied out a fthikiid 
sbouhl go to nee the result, untying and bringing in those 
that have not been taken, and fol]o^^ing up the tracks from 
any that have, so far aa to ascrcrtain fully whereabouts 
the tiger is likely to be found later in the day. I have 
mentioned above the '^ Lalla/' and that brings me to llio 
subject of shihijis, A really firat-tlti&s tiger shikari i» 
extremely rare. The combination of quahtiee required to 
make hjm is seldom foimd in a native. 1 shall best explain 
what ho should be by describing the Lalld. And first as 
to his name- " LaM " means in upper Imlia a cleik of 
the K&yat caste, to which our friend belonged; ao thv 
though utterly ignorant of all letters save those imj'^uted^ 
on a sandy ravinc-bcil by a tigcr'a paw, he was nicknamed' 
the LAUft by the people, and thereupon hia real name 
disappeared for ever; and, when he was afterwards 
lolled by a tiger, uu one had auy idea what it wan, Uo 
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was II [itxTeT wee man, so msigntScant and ho dried and 
shriwUed up thiit, &s be meU to say, *^ Ku tiger would 
ever think oi eating tne" His early nays luwl bet'ii i^iswhI 
m catching and training falcona for the nob!e» of upper 
India, and in Bbooting bird^ for sale in the market. He 
had come down to Central India Co make a bag of bluo 
rollers and kiugfisLen*^ wbi.jwe featbt*rs iir« so much valued 
in the countries t-o the ea-st fnr iniwy work^ when be was 
caught, nobody knows how. by a gentleman with a taflte 
for bird-stuflSiig. from whom he pasacd into the poePCAsion 
of a itporteman who put him on tigers, and eventually he 
came to me with a little experience of the business. His 
early training had made Iiim excee/lingly keen of eyesight, 
and in reading the signs of the forest; while in his many 
wamhTings he had accmnulatedastore of legends of demons 
and devilry, and a wild juinble of liindu mythology, that 
never failed, when retailed over a fire at night to a circle of 
gaping cowherds and viila|^e ^hikAiltf, to unlock every secret 
of the neighbourh^>od in the matter of tigeru. SuL:h an oily 
cozener of reticent G6ndfl never existed. Then, miserable 
aa he looked, he could walk about all day and every day for 
a week in a broiling sun, hunting up tracks, with nothing 
but the thinnest of muslin skullcapti on his hard nut of 
n head, and would fearlessly perietratne into the very lair 
oi fi tiger perfectly unarmed. He had ti partit^ular beaming 
look which he always wore on hw ugly face when he had 
actually aoen or, aa he aaid, *"salaamcd to " a tiger com- 
iortablr disposed of for the day ; and in late years, when I 
had to leave all the atiangementB to him, 1 hardly recollect 
ever going tmt when he reporLeil tlie lii^d a likely one with- 
out at leai*t se-eing the game- He cmild shoot a littJe, «ay 
A pot-ahot at a bird on a branch at twenty paces, and kept 
guns, etc., in beautiful order. But he goon came to uttor^ 
de6pi}^e and contemn cverythiog except tiger-hunting> of 
which he had, I believe, really an absorbing pa^ion. Even 
biflon-himting he looked down on ?ls i&pvti nc»t (it for a 
gentleman to pursue. For ten months in the vear he 
moped about locking utterly wretched, and tafdng no 
interest in anything but the efephante and rifiea; and woke 
up again only qd the ^t of April — opposit« which date 
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" Tiger-fihoolmg commencea " will be entered in tlie Indian 
alnmimck of the future, when the royal animal shall ba 
preftexved in the Reserved Forests of Central India 
tuTDisb sport for the nobihty of the land ! 

Poor old L&11& ! He fell o victim in the end to con- 
tempt of tigers, bred of undue familiarity. I was very 
ill with fever, and meditating u trip home, nnd had sent 
out the Lalli with k duubl^ gun to shoot some birds for 
their feathera with a view to salmon flies. He c^me upon 
the tracks of a tiger, and, contrary to all orders, tied out 
a calf at night as a bait, and eat over it in a tree with the 
gnzL, The ti^sa came and received his bidlet in the tlugh, 
going olT wounded into a very tluck cover in the bed oT a 
river. The plucky but foobsh Lalla followed her in there thft 
next morning by the blood : but soon found that tracking 
up a wounded tiger with a gim h a very different thing 
from following about uninjured tigers without intent to 
disturb them. Before he had gone a dozeu paces tho 
tigre?i8 was upon him, his unPired gun dashed from his 
hands and buned for half ita lengt,h in the sand, his turban 
cuffed from his head to the top ot a high tree by a stroko 
of her paw that narrowly missed hia head, and hnnself 
down below the furious beastj and being slowly chewed 
troni shoidder to ankle. He was brouglit in a doxeii niilea 
to Khandwa^ where I was, by some men who had gone in 
for him when the tigress left him. The fire of dehrium 
was then in his eye, and he raved of the tiger's form parsing 
before him, red and bloody. But he recognised me when 
I came to him^ and conjured me to go out forthwith and 
bring in her body next day if I wished to see him live, I 
knew that the natives have a fiii[)eratition to this effect; 
and, though I was then in a high fever, I sent off my elephant 
at midnight to a village near tho spot, following myflolf on 
horseback at daybreak. Much rain tad falleu, and all old 
tracks were obb'terated. The jungle was also very green 
and Ihirk, and 1 spent the whole ilay till the afte.nioon^ 
hunting, as i afterwards found, in a wrong direction. At 
last I came on a fresh trail, with one hind-foot dragging in 
the sand, and tJien I knew I was near the savage brute. 
We ran it up to a dense jdman cover in the river-bed^ and 
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1 biu! Larcly time t-o get the people on foot safely up trcea 
when tlic tigreiia came ut mc in the moiit determined mumicr. 
She looked jub-t tike a huge eat that had been hunted bjr 
dogs — her fur all bcdriigglod and standing on end, eyes 
glaring with fiirj% and emitting the hoaist; ci^nghing roar 
cd a cl\arging tiger that no one, to the very eloae of hJA tiger- 
shooting, hcarft without a certain quickening ol the blood. 
The fii'st two shots hit fair, but did uol stop her; and she 
was not more than a few yards from the elephant's trunk 
when the thi I'd hullctLughtlkerde^a in the mouth, kuotking 
out one of her canine teeth and passing down the throat 
into the chest. She could do no more» but lay roaring and 
worrying her own paws till I put an end to her with another 
shot in uie head. She w^as a lean, greyhound-made bnite, 
scarcely bigger than a panther. The Ijillli was avenged, 
but the pu(»r fidlu^v waa beyond any hdp thut the ,sigbt ot 
his enemy might have aiTonled him; and notwithfitanding 
ererj- care^fcr he was the favourite of everybody who 
knew him — he sank under the cshaudting drain of so many 
fearful woimds. 

Very different from the old Lk\]& is the usual pattern 
of tiger hliikurL fie wi!l prokibly be a tall swaggering 
MalRimedan, brushing out hid whiakers to the Ukenesp 
of a tiger's, and, to add ferocity of expression, dyeing 
them when yoimg a Htocly blue and when old a rusty 
red; clad in elaborate jungle-coloured raiment, and hung 
with belt^ and pouchi^s of sAmb^ir li^atber supporting a 
perfect ainioury of cut-throat weapons which he haa not 
the faintest idea of using ; bragging aky high of hia own and 
hia master's doughty exploits; insufferable to ihc people, 
and lazy aa a pampered lap-dog; with juet enough know- 
ledge of hia work, gained in hia early days by carrying the 
wat«r-bottli^ nf some real sportsman, tnO (XJtirtX'f a plausible 
but utterly iictitious stoiy at every place he comes to; 
and convicted at every turn of lying, stealing, and every 
deadly tin;— yet possibly the admiration of a piulliblc 
master, on w)iom a portion of the glory of lits whiskers 
and IaII tiilk is reflecUKl, &h he struts ubout his huus? iu 
rantonnipnta in full war-paint, snapping the locka of his 
brand-new sixty-guinea riMes, 
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How the tiger marked down in the mommEf is to b^H 
hunted and kUlcd at midday, when aU hfe in ihe for&BfeH 
IB etill beneath the Bcorching heat of the 6ud, and tliQ^| 
brute himself is least on his guard and most imwilling^^ 
to uiove^ wilJ haAP heen sepii from prevloiia desrriptioTift. ^i 
To refill the hunting of one tiger is like that of everj^l 
other; but ft different set of incidents marks each day's™ 
sport in the memory ol the hunter, who piijtures vividly 
the death ol each long after incidents of his sport with 
every sort other of game have faded away. The main 
features are the cai^ful preliminary arrangements, the 
Bettling the direction of approach so as to cut off all roada 
of escape to inacccsaihle fostnea^es, the posting of scouta 
to notify the poseihle retreat of the tiger, and the cautioas, 
silent approach, the excitement gathering as the innermost 
r€cej*a of the uover, where the brute is expected t-n lit-, ia 
approached by the wonderfully intelligent and half-human-j 
elephant. f 

A strange affection flpring8 up between the hunter and 
his wcU-triod ally in the chaise of the tiger ; and a creature 
seeming to those who sec him only in the m*^naj^erie, or 
lahouring under a lofid of baggage, but a iuniberijig ni»j^ o£ 
ffeah, becumea to him almost a second Helf, ^HeUhng to hiaj 
Bervice the perfection of phvfiical and mental quahties of 
which a brute is capable, and displaying an intcUigent 
interest in his aport of which no brute could be thought taj 
be pf^sessed. Ko one who has not witnessed it would 
believe the jihtimiahing cnutiou with whic^h a well-traineil 
elephant approaches a tiger, removing with tioi«elf«ft1 
adroitness every obstacle of fiillen timber, etc., and pos^j 
his huge bulk over riiatUng le-avcs, or rolling stones, OT 
quaking bog^ with an absolute and marvelloufi silence; 
banding up stones, when ordered, for his miLst^r to fling; 
into the cover; ftuielliugout acold si?^nt as a spaniel roada 
a pheasant; and at last, perhaps, pointing dead with 
acnsitive trunk at the hidden monster, ot showing with ^m 
short nervous raps of that organ on the grotmd that he is ^M 
somewhere near, though not actually cUseovered to the 
senses of tli^ eleplinnt. Then the unswerving Ht4?^dbi<^a«i ^^ 
when hd aees the enemy be iiaturaDy dreatb, and would^f 
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flf^e frnm panir-atricken in hifl native liaiuitj*, perhapn 
charging hoiidloDg at \u^ head, Inifitmg all to the skill of 
his nicT, and thoughtlCBB of us'mg his own tremendous 
Btron^h in the encountet — for a good oleplmnt never 
fttU^mpts fo combut tiiw t]g<'r liinmelf. To do so would 
generally be fatal to the flpnTt, and perhaps to the sports^ 
man too ;"f or no one could atick to an elephant engaged in & 
personal struggle with a tiger, far hm use hia gun under 
euch circumstances. The elephant's ba»in6Ha is to stand 
like a rock in every event, even when the tiger is fastened 
on hia head — ai^ many a guod one will dn and has done. 

It is not one elephant in a thfuiwnd that is ao thoroughly 
in tiger-shooting as this ; and such aa are command 
high prices in the market. From £200 to £400 ie now 
the valne of a thoroughly first-rat^ shooting eleph&nt, 
though much sport may b^ had with one purchased for a 
much anmller sum. Th3 eupply of elephants has much 
fallen off in late years, since the Uovemment ceased to 
capture them in the forests of the north of India. I 
vifiited the groat annual fair on ono occasion at SAnpiiTi 
on the Ganges, to purcha.se elephants for our forest w*ork 
in Central India. It om_iirs on the oecasion i*f a great 
congregation of HindA pilgrims to worship at a noted 
Bhrine of Siva, and bathe m the Oangf a at the full moon of 
the month of Kartik (September— October). Several 
hundred thonsandA of Hindus ttom every part of India 
are then collected on the hanks of the holy river ; and such 
a giilhering together of peiiple ts of course seized by traders 
in every sort of ware, from wild yaks' tails of Tibet to 
croquet implements in lac vamifih. and dealers in rvcry 
8ort of animal, from white mice to clcph&nt^. The Euro- 
pean gentlemen of Bengal have also hero constructed an 
excellent race-course, with grand stand complete; and 
aome of the best races in India are run during the fair. 
The year I was there something like twelve thousand 
hoFBes were brought by dealers for eaJe— ranging frt-m the 
tiny woolly-haired pied ponv of Xepal, which makes the 
best child's pony in the worldj to Auiitrnlian thoroughbreds 
imd " ma<le'iip * ranters from the Indian cavalry. 

About five hmidreft elephants offered a considerable 
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choice in my partricular deparlmrnf. It is didictLlt to 
buy horses at a fair ; but tbe diftitulty ia ten times greater 
in tlic case of clephante. Every one conncotcd Mnth the 
keeping of elephants (and camels) is by nature and traming 
£roin Ilia youth upwards a coiiAunmiat<? ra^L-al; and the 
animal hiniseH is subject to numerous and often obscure 
vice« ami unsoundiies.'^*^,^, I have given in an appendix 
some liints rcgaixliiig these* as well as on the mnntigement 
of cicphantfl, which would scarcely intercat the general 
reader. Elephants differ aa widely in their "poinW" as 
do horses; and it is very difficult for an uneducated eye to 
difitiiiguifili these, particularly in the fattetiwt-up condition 
the animals generally cany at the fair. Furthermore, and 
fortunately enough for ue, a native's idea of good points in 
an elephant (as in a horse) diffore in tot<t from ours* Ho 
]ook3 not at all to shape, or good action, or likelihood of 
standing hard work; but first of all to the presence or 
absence nf certain accidental marks — such as the number 
ci toe-naiLs on the foot, which may be five or six but not 
four; the tail, which mnat be perfect and with a full tuft; 
and the colour of the palate, which must be red without 
spot of black. Some of the best elephants I have known 
failed in each and all of these point^. Then a female or 
tusklesa male is of fimall value to a native, who wants big 
white tusks. A rough high action, and a trunk and fore- 
head of vcrj' light colour, are greatly in request by the 
native buyer, who looks entirely to show, and covers up 



every part of the aninml except tlie face with an enortuout* 
parti-coloured cloth. We, on the other h&nd^ dislike th<Sj 
high rough action, and never by any chance purcha^ a 
tusker, who ia nearly certain to be ill-tcmpcred. 



bufiuer, wno la uuuny ciirumi lo oe ui-tcinjKTtu- Wq look^i 
for a small welUbrcd-looldng head and trunk, and a clea^H 
confident eye devoid of piggish e:q)res9ion, fast easv pace?,^^ 
stra.iglit back and croup, wide Inins, and generally well* ^i 
deveTofjeti hone and muscle — a great test of which is tha^J 
girth of the forearm, which should measure about three" 
feet eight inches in an elephant nine feet high, A very 
tall elephant is seldom a good working one> and generally 
lias slow rough paces; »o that in a male nine feet, or u 
female eight feet foiu- inches at the shoulder, should not be 
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exceeded. A smaller animal than **ight feet two inches 
will be iindeifli^ed for liger-^hooung piirprj^efl, A fomale 
TDdkes the beat hunting eJepfiant wh^ she i& really ^taimcb 
with game, OS her pace* aud temper arc geDcrftUy better, 
and she is not subject to th*5 da!i£?er of becoiumg *' muiit *^ 
and UD control J nble, as iimle elephaDtfi do periodically 
after a certain «ge- But females are more iiiieertain as 
to courage than males ; and it ia a riak to hny the former 
untried for ahooting purposes. Meat " mukna3 '' (tUitklepa 
males) can, I believe^ be relied on to become staunch with 
tigers when properly trained and entered ; and, for my own 
part, if buying an entirely untried elephant, I would 
ftlwayfi j*elert a ''mukna," They are generally more 
vigorous ttud better developed than tuskers, though not 
usually BO tall* A not improbable explanation of this 
wati giveu me by a wild infiabttant of the foretttg to the 
ea^t of th^ sources of the NarbatU, where wUd elephants 
then existed in large immberH. He said he had noticed 
that the young tuskerfl, after their aharp little tufiks began 
to prick the mother in the process ol sucking, were driven 
oD by her and allowed to shift for themseK'Os, while females 
and muknas continued to bo nouriahod by her until 8he 
got another young one. 

After some trouble I bought the t4?n plepliant* I Wiinted 
— eight of them muknas and two females. Their average 

frice was £150, the dearest being £200, and the cheapeet 
100. The highest price I heard of being obtained at the 
fair was £S00 for a noble tuaker, bought for a KijA in the 
PunjAb. So far as 1 know, none of Uieni had ever seen a 
tiger; but they all becaine exrrllent ahik&rii!!, except one 
largo mukna in whom 1 found 1 had been stuck with a 
icpd&r nmn-killing brute. He was quite quiet at the fair, 
having been probiibly kept drugged with opium; but on 
the muiih down to Cenliul India lie broke out aud killed a 
man, and afterwards betutme quite uncontrollable. He 
fetched his full price, however, for a native notable ; for he 
waa a very handsome animal, and a wealthy native ia 
rather proud of having an elephant that no one can gn ncaij 
chained up at hi» gateway for an ornament. 

All el(jphauU» iiitcudtfd tu hv used ui hunting tignit 
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must lie veiy carefully trained and entereil to ihrnr game. ^^ 
A good mahotU^ ut tirixf-T, ia very difficult to obtain. They ^ 
differ as much in tLeir command over elephants as do ^| 
ridera of borees ; nnd a plucky driver will generally make ci 
staunch elephant, and vice versa. The elephant should 
firet be accustomed to the firing of guns from ms back, and 
to seeing deer and other harmless animals shot I>efore him 
in company with a staunch companion. He ciu&t not be 
forced in at a tiger, or at a hog or bear, which he dcteata 
even moret until ho haa accjuired some confidence, tliougli 
in some few cases he will stand to any animal from the 
very first. When they have seen a few tigerit netvtly dig- 
pased of, most elfiphn.nts acquire confideiK-t- in their Inmmn 
allies, and become sufliciently steady in the field ; but tbcir 
ultimate quaUties ^ill depend much on natural torapcra- 
ment. The more naturally courageous an elephant ia, 
the better chance there in of Ids remaining staunch after 
having been actually mauletl by a tiger, an accident to 
be avoided, of conrae, as long an poasible. It will occur 
sometimes, however, in the beet hands; and then a 
naturally timid animal, who has only been made ataunoh 
by a long coiu^e of immunity from injurvj will probably 
be spoilt for life, while a really plucky elephant is oft^n 
rendered b(Aler than before by such an occurrence- 
Some clephantfi which are in other respects perfect 
shikaris wiU retain some ineradicable pecuharity which 
may almost unfit them for use in hunting. For some 
time I had a female who would stand anything in the 
way of animals (I once had her charged close up by a 
whole family fjf hcijr.s — a terrible trial for a-ny elephant), 
but who bolted invariably in the utmost panic from the 
loud shout of a human voice. On one such occasiou Bho 
carried a cargo oi native clerka into the middle of a do«ip 
river, and left them to awim fur tJieir JiveH. Oi» another, 
I thought I ahould die of laughing, though her prank, 
nearly ended in the death ol an unhappy (I6ni. He 
bad been taken out \vith her by the attendant whoae 
bufiinees it is to cut branchep of trees for fodder, and wae 
left on ber back to pack the load, wlule the other went 
up the tiw to cut down Lxanchetf. In the uiejnttime h 
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loucTsriout in the neigh Txjurhood sont her off at full speed 
lor canip, and, a deeji weekly tank lying in the way, ahe 
uiArrbecI right into it, and began to iturg« u[i and dnwii in 
th« water, her unwilling rider piteously screuming at cv€ry 
ploDgc. He was half drowned and nearly 6ui&hed with 
£right before we could release him by sending in two other 
elephants with their drivL*r», who drove her with their 

» spears into a comer wnd su^iu^d her. 
The keeping of an elephant is very coitly, coming in 
Central India to obout £80 or £!}0 a year. The ( Government 
has, however^ groat numbers of elophanta, many of them 
traiDed ahikdris; and there is seldom much difliciitty in 
obtHtning the use of one f<ir a few we»>ka, Thuy tuay also 
be fmqiioiitly borrowed from wealthy natives; but in that 
€&ae will seldom be found to poasess the hard condition 
neccBtiary for severe work in the hot season. In the later 
yearB of our iorcat work we iiiways had several Government 
elephants allowed for the carriage of baggage and riding 
purpofleSj ancjj as I always kept one of my own besides, I 
conki gentially muster enough to drive effectively any tiger 
gromid in Central India. But 1 rarely took out more than 
one elephant bemdes my own when dhootiug alone, fijiding 
that quiet hunting was far more successful thnn the buatio 

^of many ebphauta iiud thv nibble of men that luually 

Bat:company a tiger hunt. 

■ In the end of April and May of 1862, I bagged six tigera 
I and one panther in the tiftiil jungles, wounding two moro 
"tigers which escaped, 1 waa unable regularly to devote 

myself to tiger-shooting, having much foreat work to do, 
and my shttoting wan alsio nmelt interfered witli by acei- 
dental circinnfttoiice:^ A sprained leiulon laiti me vip for 
fifteen days of the best weather (the hottest), and there 
vrtiB GO much cholera about that many of the be^ plaeca 
hftd to remain un visited . ^Vnother party were also shooting 
in the same district; and, though they arrived ivU^^r me in 
the field, contrary Ui i\w wcIl-uiiLh^rst'OLHl ruU- in Mich 
drcumrtanrcs, proceeded ahead and diHturbcd t\\c whole 

■ country by mdiscriminatc ^ring at deer and peafowl. It 
Hj8 eoaroelv neoesaary to soy that when after tigerB nothing 
K^a «hoiud be fired at. The L&114 oame out strong luider 
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these unfavourable circumstances, woTking ahead and 
Becuring by Iiis pUusible tongue a mrmopoly of information 
in wliich Lo was well seconded by the conduct of our rivnk 
in taraasitig the people in the matter of pruvisiuns, iind 
tliraehing th^m all round if a tiger wa* not found for them 
when they amved. On one occasion 1 reached their 
ground jut^t as their last camel was moving ofi to a new 
camp. They had stayed here a week tryicg in vain to 
extort help in finding a couple of tigers whose tracks they 
had Bt^n. Thp tigjprs were all xim time within half a mile 
of their UruiSy and ix'forc ten o'clock that day I had them 
both padded- l>uring a whole month 1 believe they only 
Buceeodcd in getting one tiger, and that by potting it from 
a tree at night. 

I spent nearly a week of this time in the destruction 
of a fanuiiifi man-eat«r, whirh had completely clowd 
several roails, and was estimated to have devoured over 
a hundred human beings. One of theae roads vas the 
main tmtlet from the B^till teak forests towards the railway 
then under constnicrion in the Narbadfi valley ; and tho 
work of the sleeper-contractors was completely at a staml- 
still owing to the ravages of this Imite. He occupies! 
regularly a large triangle of country between the rivers 
M6ran and Oanj^l ; occasionally making a tour of destruc- 
tion much further to the east and west ; and striking terror 
into a breadth of not leee than thirty to fony mile?. Jt 
wae therefore sujipoaed that the devastation was caused 
by more than one animal ; and we thought wc had di*]x>sed 
of one of these early in Ai)ril, wlicii we lolled a very tunning 
old tiger of e\'il rei>ule aft^r several dB}"s' severe hunting* 
But 1 am now certain that the brute I destroyed tubse- 
quentiy was the real malefaetor even there, as killing again 
commenced after we had left, and all loss to human life 
did not ccajjc tUl the day I finally disposed of him- 

He had not been heard of for a week or two when I 
oame into his count rp, and pitched ray camp in a splendid 
■naogo gmve near the large village of Lokartalae, on the 
MoTftD nver. Here 1 was again laid up ihroitgh oper-u!!(iiig 

V sptBinod tendon ; but a better place in which to pass 
mg hot days of forced ijiacUvity could not have been 
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found. Tho bare brown country outride was entirely ^hut 
out by the long drooling branches of the huge mango two*, 
interlaced overheftd in a grat-eful canopy, and loaded wilh 
[}w liaU'i ipe Emit pendent on their long U'ndril-like sUiUcs ; 
while beneath them short glimpses were aeen of the bright 
clear waters of the Moran steolmg over their pebbly bed. 
The green mangoea, cooked in a variety of ways, furnished 
a grateful and cooling addition to the table ; and the whole 
prove wna alive with a vast variety of bird and insect life, 
ni the observation of which many &n hour that winihl 
otherwise have flown slowly by was passed* A crtlony of 
the lively chirping little gray-striped squirrel hvcd in CTcry 
tree, and from morning to night permeated the whole grovo 
with their incessant gambob. My dogp would have died 
of ennui, I believe, but for the unremitting sport they had 
in stalking and chasing these unaUainable rreatures, whose 
fe&hion of letting them get within two inches of them 
white they calmly sat up and ate a fallen mango> and then 
whiekiiig np and sitting just half a foot out of reach, jerking 
their long tails and rapping out a long chirp of defiance, 
Beamed lughly to provoke them. Clouds of little green 
ring-necked paroquets flew from tree t« tree, clambering 
over and under and in every direction through the branches 
to get at the grocn mangoes, A great variety of bright- 
coloured bulbuls, several species of woodpecker, and the 
golden oriole or mango-bird, flashed about in the higher 
foliage, while an incessant hum told of the unaeen preeence 
of multitudes of the insect world. 

I wa^ much amused by the result of my tent being 
pitched between two trees inhabited roBpoctivcly by eobnies 
of the comtnun bhiuk and red aiit», so plentiful in all 
wooded parts of the pnjvlni^e, Eft<;h side unit detdchmt-nta 
down the ropes of the t«nt attached to their trees, and 
numerous were the Bkinnidhcs and rcpriaals I watched 
between them. At Ust, on coming in from a short stroll 
one morning, 1 found the top of my tent had been the 
scene ul a pitched battle between the entire forces of each 
^larty, multitudes on each side having be«*n ktUeil and 
wounded, 'llieir t<Iegramf) to bead-quarters in the tops of 
the trecd munt liavc much resembled thoM of th« Fi^nck 
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and Pnififtiaiifi, for hoth sidefl seemed to claim the victory, 
and cftch was bjasily eiipagcd in carrying ofi the fallen of 
the other side, perhaps with a %'icw to provender in caae of a 
siege ! Tberc were far more of the black ones, however, 
killed than of the red. The latter ore most unflinching 
and venomous little devils, and prefer to leave their heads 
and shoulders sticking where they have bitten rather tluin 
loose their hold, I shaU never forget disturbing a nest of 
these red ants in an overhanging tree when hot on the fre«h 
footprints of a tiger. In an instant the elephant, howdah, 
and myaelf were covered with a miiltitud*? of the creaturea 
tearing themRelvcft un end and watching for a teud^T place 
in which to plunge their nippera. No philosophy— not 
even in the hot pursuit of a tiger — could stand this; and 
everything was forgotten in a wild rush to the nearest 
water, wheie half an hour was lost in clearing ourselven 
and tliB half-niaddcned elephant of the tcfrmcntor^, and in 
picking ont the fangs they had left behind. 

A few davs of a lazy exiatenco in this microcosm of a 
grove passed not un})leasantly after a spelt of hard work 
in the pitiless hot blasts outside; but when the h6Mt 
brought in news of families of tigera waiting to be bunted 
in the surroimduig river-beds I began to rhafe; and when 
1 heard from a neighbouring police post that the man-eater 
had again appeared, and bad killed a man and a boy on 
the high road about ten miles from my camp, I could stand 
it uo longer. I had been douching my leg with cold water, 
but now resorted to stronger mea6ure«, giving it a coating 
of James's horse-b lister, which causwi of course severe 
pain for a few days, but at the end of them resulted, to 
my great delight, in a complete and permanent cure* 
In the meantime, while 1 was still raw and sore^ I was 
regaled v^itb st.oriea of the man-eater — of his fearful size 
and appearance, with belly pendent to the groimd, and 
whit« moon on the top of his forehead ; his pcrk-butcher- 
like method of detaining a party of travellers while he 
rolled himself in the sand, and at last came up and inspected 
them all round, selecting the fattest ; his power of trans- 
forming himself into an innocent-lofiking woodcutter, and 
O&OJlig or whisthng through the woods till an unsuspecting 
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victim ajiproaclie^ ; liow the spirits of all his victims rode 
witli him on liis Ir^jiiI, warning liim tif every danger, and 
guiding Mm to the fntal ftmbush where a traveller would 
shortly piiaa. All the beet shikaria of the couiitry-fiide 
were collected in my camp; and the landholders and many 
of the people besieged my tent mommg and evening. The 
infant of a wocjan who Imd been rarriea away while arawiiiff 
water at a well was bmnght. and held up liefure me; and 
every offer of aaftistauce in destroying the monster was 
made. No iiyoful help woe, however, to be expected from 
a terTor-strieken population Ulce this. Tliey lived in 
barricaded houses; and only Htirred out when neceBSity 
compelled in large bodies, covered by armed men, and 
beating drums and shouting as they parsed along the 
roads. Many villager had been utterly deserted; and 
tlic country wa*^ evidently being slowly depopulated by 
this single animal. So far m X could learn, be had been 
killing alone U^r about a year^ — ^anotber tiger who bad 
formerly assislretl him in hi^ fell occupation having been 
shot the previous hot weather. Betul has always been 
unuaually favoured with man-eaters, the cause apporcntly 
being the great number of cattle that come for a limited 
season to griizo in that country, and a scarcity of other prey 
at the time wlien they are aljaent, combiner! wilh the un- 
usually convenient c-over for tigers existing alongside mo«t 
of the road^. The man-eaters of the Central Provinces 
rarely confine themselves 5»Wy to human footl, though some 
have almubt done so to my own knowledge. Varicuacircum- 
staucea may lead a tiger to prey on man ; anything, in 
fart, that incapacitates him fnim killing other game more 
diilicult to procure. A tiger who has got very fat and 
heavy, or very old, or who has been di&ablcd by a wound, 
or a tigrcd3 who haa had to bring up young cubs where 
other game iM scarce— all these take naturally to man, who 
is the easiest animal of all to kill, a.^ noon as failure with 
ot.hi^r invy brings tn\ the pang» of himger; and once a 
tiger haa found out how easy it is to overcome the lord 
of creation, and how good he ia to cat. be is apt t^ aliok 
tobim,and.]f a tigra^, to bring up her pr(^eny Ui the same 
line of businead. The greater prevulent'c of man-eatera 
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in on« district tliaii in another I cotsider to be that I 
have mtrnttoned. Great grasing di:strict«, where the cattle 
com& only for a limited season, are always the worst. 
Where the cattle remain all the year round, as in Nim&r, 
the tigers rarely take to man-eating. 

A8 soon as 1 coiild ride in the howdah, and long bcforo 
1 tuuld do niaie tLiiu hohble en toot, I marched to a placo 
cjilled Ch«rlch^ra> where the U^t kill had been reported* 
My usually straggling lollowing was now compre«<ied into 
a clofic body, preceded and followed by the baffgoge- 
elephanta, and protected by a guard of poHce ftilh musketR, 
peons with my spare gunfi, and a whole posse of match* 
loc^ked shikaris. Two de-serted villages were pa^ed on 
tJie road, and heapa of st-ones at intervals sliowed where n 
traveller had been struck down. A Ijett-er himtiug-ground 
for a man-eater certainly could not be< Thick scrubby 
teak jungle eloeed in the road on both Bidetj ; and alongside 
of it for a great part of the way wound a narrow deep water- 
conrHe, overshadowed by thick jaman buslies, and with 
here and there a small pool of water still left. I hunt^-d 
along this nala the whole way, and found many old tracks 
of a very large male tiger,' which the aliik&ris declared 
to be the man-eater. There were none more recent, how- 
ever, than several days, Charkheni was also deserts! on 
account of the tiger, and there was no shiide to siieak of ; 
but it was the most central place within reach of tJic usual 
haunts of the brutc> 3o I encamped here, and sent the 
baggage-elephants back to fetch provisione. In the even- 
ing I was startled by a mcsBenger from a place called Lb, 
on the Milan river, nearly in the direction I had come frum, 
who said that one of a party of pilgiim.^ who had been 
travelling unsuspectingly oy a jungle road had been carried 
off by the tiger i:kiec to that place. Early next morning 
I started of! with two e[ephauts> and arrived at the spot 
about eight o'clock. The man had been struck down wl^re 
a small ravine Icrniin^' flown tn the I\1umn croHHes a lonely 
pathway a few nule^ cast of Le. The shoulders-stick with 

I tlule pr^tiria MjflWrt i^i diatingukh the traike of tijrtra of 
• Uid MXGA, Tho old male ha« a mucli w^vanr tmok, eo 
n Ibo female, vhicb kavea a lOrOn oval footjiriut. 
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its pendant bstsketa. in wliicli the holy \vater from hia place 
of pilgrimsLge \\\ul liecii carried Ijy the hapWa inHn, was 
lying on the ground in a clriwl-up pool of MorMl ; and 
fthreds o! hia clothes adhered t^:i the busliea where he had 
been dragged down into iho bod of the tidli. We tracked 
the nian-€ater and Ms prey into a very thick gross cover, 
alive with ?!patttd deer, wlien.' be had broken up and 
devoured tiie greater pH.rt. tA the body. Some boues and 
ahredft of flesh, and tlie skuU^ hands, and feet, were all 
that remained. This tiger never returned to hm victim 
a Rccond time, so it was useless to foimd any 8ehenie for 
Idlling him on that expectation. We took up his tracks 
from the body, and carried ihem patiently down through 
very dense- jimgle to the hankn of tlie Moran ; the trackers 
working in fear aud trembling under the trunk of my 
elephant, and covered by my tific at full cock. At the 
river the tracks wont out to a long spit ol sand that pro- 
jected into the wat«r, where the tiger had drunk, and tfieu 
returned to a great maaa of piled-up roeks at the bottom 
of a precipitoua bank, full of oavemfl and racesaea. This 
we dearched with stones and some tireworks 1 had in the 
howdah ; but put out nothing but a scraggy hymua, which 
was of course allowed to escape. We searched about all 
day here in vain, and it was not till nearly sunset that I 
turned and made for camp. 

It waft ahnoKt dusk, when we were a few milea from 
home, parsing along the road we had marched by the 
former day» and the same by which wo had come out in 
the mornings when one of the men who was walking behind 
the etepliant started and culled a halt. H« had men the 
footprint of a tiger. Tlic cleplmntV tread hiid pirtly 
obliterated it; but further on, where wc bad not gone, it 
was plain enough the great square pug of the man-cater 
we had been looking for all day ! l£e wa^ on before U3, 
and muat have paused since we came out in the morning, 
for hia track Imd coverf^d ihat of the elephants as they came. 
It was too lat<* ix) hojie to lind bin that evening; and we 
could only proceed slowly along on the track, which heki 
to the pathway, keeping a bright look-out. The LiU& 
indeed proposed that he should go a liulo ahead as a bait 
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for the tiger, wliile I covpred Iiiin fn^m the eleplmnt with h 
lifie ! But he wound up by expressing a doubt whether 
his akiJiny corporation would be a sufficient attraction, 
and 9Ugg<?fitod that a plump youug policpTiian, who had 
talceu advantage of our protection to make hid official viat 
to the aei3ue of the last kill, should be sub8titut«d, whereat 
there was a general but not very hearty grin. The subject 
was too fiore a one in that neighbourhood just then. About 
a mile from the camp the ^ock turned ofi into the deep 
nSAi that bordered tlxe road. It wae now almost dark, 
m we went on to the camp, and fortified it by posting the 
three elephants on dSflerent sides, and lighting roaring 
fires between. Once in the night an elephant started out 
of ita deep sleep and trumpeted shrilly, but in the morning 
we ooidd find no tracks of the tiger having come near ua. 
1 went out early next morning to beat up the naU ; for a 
man-«ater is not like common tigers, and must be sought 
for morning, noon, and night. But I found no tracks, 
fiavc in the one place where we had crossed the nala the 
evening before, and gone oft into thick jungle. 

On my return to camp, just a8 I was sitting down to 
breakfast, 8ome BanjarSs &om a place calkd Dekn4 — 
about A mile and a half from camp — cam^ nmning in to 
Bay that <jne o[ their companions fad been taken out of 
the middle of their drove of bullocks by the tiger, just 
aa thoy were starting from their night'a encampment. 
The elephiiut liad not been unhamesded, and, i^ecuring 
Eome food nnd a bottle of claret, I was not tuxj luinut^M 
in getting under way again. The edge of a low savanna, 
covered with long grass and intersected by a nala, was 
the scene of this laftt aasaa^ination ; and a broad trail of 
craahed-dowTi graBB showed where the body had been 
dragged down towards the nald. No tracking was re- 
quired; it was linrriblj plain. Tlie trail did not Iea<l 
quite into tlie nAIA, which had steep Mdes, but turned 
and went alongside of it into some very long grass reaching 
nearly up to the bowdah- Here Sarju Parehad (a brgo 
Government mukna I was then riding) kicked violently 
at the ground and trumpeted, and immediately the Iodj 

rasa beoajA to wave ahead. We pushed on at full s] 
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atepp!ng Afi wp w^nt over the ghnf^tly hftlf't'8.t«n body of 
the BanjAra. But ibc cover waa drettdlully thick; and 
though I caught a glimpac of a yellow object &» it jumped 
down into the nAlA, it was not in timi?to fire. It waaaoino 
little time befori? we could get the elephaut d'>wn the hank 
and Eollow the bruad plain footprints of the moUBter, now 
evidently going at a swinging trot. He kept on in the 
D&lft for about a mile, and then took to the ztnss again; 
but it waa not so long here, and we could still make out 
the trail from the bowdah. Presently, howcvoFT it led 
into tough, stony groum.!, iiud the tracking became mure 
difficult. He was evidently full of go, and would rairy ub 
£ar ; so I sent back for aome more trackers, and with orders 
to send a small tent across to a hamlet on the bank^ of tho 
Oanjal, towards which he seemed to be making. All 
that day we followed the trail through an exceedingly 
difficult country, patiently working out print by print, 
hut without, being gratified by a slight of hi* brindled hide. 
Several of tho local ^hikdtis were admirable trackers; and 
we carried the tine down witliin about a mile of the river, 
where a dense thorny cover begun, through which no one 
uould follow a tiger. 

We Hiept that night at the little village, and eariy 
next morning made a long ca^t ahejid, proceeding at once 
to the river, where we soon hit upon the tn»ck l&admg 
straight down its aandy bed. There were some strong 
covers reiwrted in the riverbed aome miles ahead, neat 
the birgc village of Bh&d6guou, so I Bcnt back to order 
the tent over there, The track waa croHHed in thiit river 
by several others, but was easily difttinguifthable from all 
by ite eujorior size. It had also a peculiar drag of the too 
01 one hind-foot, which the people know and attributed to 
a wound he had received some monthn before from a 
ahik^ri^ft matchlock. There wiw thus no doubt we were 
behind the man-eater, and I determined t*i follow him whib 
I could bold out and we could keep the track. It led right 
into a very dense cover of jumin und tamariak, in the bed 
and on the banks of the river, a few nulea above Bh^duj^aon. 
Having beeu hard pushed the previous* day, we honed 
he might lie up h&ie; and, indeed, tliere was no otner 
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place he rcuJd well go to for water anrl Nliade. So we ^M 
circled round the outride of the cover, iin<l» finding no.^| 
track leading out, considered him fairly ringed. We H 
then went over to the village for breAkfast* intending 
to retura in iLe lieat of the day, > 

There I was told by one of the nmhoutB a story, which I fl 
afk'rwards heard confirmed from the lips of one of the ^^ 
principal acton, leganiing a notable enrounter prith tigcn ^ 
in the very cover where we had ringed the man-cater. It fl 
was in IK53 that the two brothers N, and Colonel 0. beat ™ 
the cover for a fftmily of tigers said to be in it. One of 
the brothers was pusted in a tree, while G. and the other N- 
beat through on an elephant. The man on the tree first 
ehot two of the tigers right and left, and then Colonel G- 
SflW a verj" large one lying in the ahadc of a dense biLib, and 
fired at it, on which it charged and mounted on the ele- 
phant's head. It waa a small female elephant, and whjj 
terribly punished aboutthe tnmk and eyes in this encounter, 
thongh the mahout (a bold fellow named ItAmzan, who waa 
afterwards in my own service) battered the tiger's head 
with his iron dnving-hook so &8 to leave deep nuirks in 
the bones of his ekull. At length he was shaken off. and 
retreated; but when the sportsmen urged in the olephtint 
again, and the tiger charged as before, she turned round, 
and the tiger, catching her by the hind-leg, fairly pulled 
her over on her side. My informant, who was in the how- 
dah, said that for a time his arm wbb pinned between it 
find the tiger's body, who was mftking efforts to pull his 
sliikAri out of the back seat. They were all, of courae, 
»piltnn the ground with their guns; and Colonel G,, getting 
hold of one, made the tiger retreat with a ahot in the 
chest. The elephant had Hed from the scene of action, and 
the two sportsmen then went in at the beast on foot. 
It charged again, and when clo&e to them waj* finally 
drop]>ed by a lucky shot in the head. But the sport 
did not cud here; for they b.utid two Tuoie tigera in 
the same cover immediately afterwards, and killed one 
of them— or four altogether in the day. The worrying 
she had received, however, waa the dcnth of the elephant, 
wtu*Ji wtui buried at Bhudugaun — one of the few in^anc«»& 
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reconl oF An elephant being actually killed by a 

_ ;r. 

About obvcn o'clock we B,&ain faced the sjcorcHng hot 
wind, and made silently for tto cover where lay the man- 
eater. I BUiTuunded it with scouts od trees; and posted 
a pad-elephant at the ouly point where be could easily 
get up the liigb bank ami mnlct^ olT; and then pushed old 
Sarju ttlowly and carefully thrcugh the cover. Peafowl 
roftc in numbers from every buah as wc advanced ; and & 
few bares and other small animalfl bolted out at the edges 
— such thick green covers being the midday reswrt of iidi 
the life of the neighbourhood in the hot weather. About 
the centre the jungle waa extremely thirk, and the bottom 
was cut up into a number ol parallel water-channele among 
the strong roots and overhanging branches of the tamariBK- 
Uere the elephant paused and began to kick the earth, 
ttud utter the low tremulous sound by which some elephanta 
denote the close preaeni.e of a tigen We peered all about 
with nervous beatings of the heart ; and at last the mabout, 
who was lower down on the elephant's neck, said be saw 
him lying beneath a thick jdman buah. We had some 
stones iuthe ho wdah, and I madetheL&lU, who was behind 
me in the back seat. pitL^h one intti tbu hix^h. Instantly 
the tiger started up with a sburt ruar and gaUoped off 
through the bu5he5. 1 gave him nght and left at once, 
which told loudly ; but he went till he saw the pad -elephant 
bk^cking the road he meant to escape by, and then he turned 
and charged back at me with horrible roare. It was very 
difiicult to Bee him among the crashing bushes, and he wna 
within twenty yaida when 1 fired again. This dropped him 
into one of the channeh^; but be picked hitnseu up, and 
came on again aa savagely though more slowly than before, 
I was now in the act of covering him with the laroe shell 
rifle, when suddenly the vlvphant spun rouitil, and 1 found 
my^lf looking the opposite way, while a won^'ing sound 
behind me and the frantic movements of the elephant told 
mc I had a fellow-paasengCT on board I might well have 
dispensed with. AJl I could do in the way of holding on 
barely sufficed to prevent niyaelf and guns from being 
pitched out; and it waj» ^me time before Sarju, fbding 
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he could not kick him off, pftii^ tt> think whfit he. would 
do next* 1 seized thai placid mtervnl to Icari over Urhind 
aud put the muzzle of the nflc to the head of the tiger, 
hiowmg it into fifty pieL*K with tht krfi© sLpII. He dropped 
like a s^cli of puiatoE^H; niid theu I »aw ihv dusUinily 
mahout m^ng the elephant to run out of the covet, Ab 
application of my giin-fttock to his hettd^ however, reversed 
the engine; and Sarjti, coming round with the utmost 
willingness, trumpeted a shrill note of rlefiance, and rushing 
uponhi^ profltrftte foe commenced a war-dance on his hody, 
that made it little lesM difficult to stick to him th»u when the 
tiger was being kittked off. It consisted, I Iwlieve, of 
Idcldng up the carcase with a hind-Ieg. catching it in the 
hollow o£ the fore, and ao toasing it backwards and forwards 
among his feet» winding up by placing his huge fore-foot 
on the body and crossing the other over it, so aa to pre»s 
it into the sand with his whole weight. T found afterwards 
that tfie elephant-hoy, whotse himines^ it ia to stand behind 
the howdfth, and, if neceBsary, keep the elephant fttraight 
in a charge hy applying a thick stick over his rnnp, had 
had ft narrow escape in this adventure, having dropjxsd off 
in his fright almost into the jaws of the tiger. The tiger 
made stiraight tor the elephant, however, as is almost 
invariably the cafie, and the hoy picked himself np and 
fled to tho protection of the other elephant. 

Sarjii was not a porfoct ehikfiri elephant; but hie fault 
was rather too much courage than the reverse, and it waa 
only his inis^eirtble opjii in -eating villain of a mahout that 
made him turn at the critical moment. He was much cut) 
about the quurl^rs ; but 1 took him out close to the tents 
two daya after and killed two more tigers without hifl 
flinching in the leaat. The tiger we hacfthufl killed was 
undoubtedly the man-eater. He was exactly ten feet long, 
in the prime of life, wilh the dull yellow i.toat of the adult 
male — not in the leaftt mangy or toothleRs like the man-eater 
of story, Ke had no moon on his head, nor did his belly 
nearly touch the ground. 1 afterwards foimd that the^ 
characteristics are attributed to all man-eaterfj by the 
credulous jjeople. 

Bclore dismissing Sarjil from these pages, I would 
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like to record »d nneGdoie o( his ftaj;;ncity winch I tliiiik 
heats everything I httve heard of the cIcpimDt/s intellect. 
He was a cotL3iimmaf« thief, and had groim ao cunnine 
that he would unfaatcn any cLainH or ropce he was tethered 
with, which he often woidd do ol a dark night if not 
watched, and proceed to roam about seeking what he 
might devour. Ilia (avrmrite ahjeci on such occftsions 
wn& Migar-f^ane, anrl if h** gut. into a fieJci of this would 
trample down and damage the greater part of it. Many 
a long bill have 1 paid for 8uoh depredations. He wouJd 
never aik»w hiniaelf to be eaught agairi nflor Buch an ctica- 
pade while hiu koeperu pursued him with aticka and threats, 
but surrendered at once as Hoon as they resart^ tn per- 
mia^ion, and prondswid not to beat him. One night the 
people of the camp were sitting up late over a amall fire, 
and Pftw Sarjti unloose his footchaiu and st.a!k off through 
the camp. Presently he appeared sniHing about the place 
whore a grain-merc-lLaiit had brought out his sack^ during 
the dfty to supply the wants of the canp. A sack of rice, 
nearly empty, lay under the head of a aleeping lad, and 
Sarju pauflcd and seemed to ponder long how he might 
annex its coutentB. At last he was seen to gradually 
withdraw the bag with his trunk, while he replaced it with 
the sloping (.-dge nf his big fure-foot in supporting the 
bead of tiie boy. Having gobbled up the rice with much 
-deftpiitch, he theu rolled up the bag, aud returning it under 
the boya head, stalked awuj- ! 1 sy^a told Ihifl atorj" next 
morning by several rei^pectable natives who »aw the whole 
affair, and who had no object in telling a lie about it. For 
my own jmrt, knowing what Mr. SarjA was capable of, I 
believe it* 

Before quitting the aubjoct of tigers 1 may notice the 
obstacle presented by the number of these animals to the 
advance of popidation and tillage. Between five and six 
hiuidrer] human beingp, and an uncalcutated number of 
cattle, are killed by wild beaaw in the C-entral ProvincM 
alone every year. This cnormoufi loss of life and property 
has been the subject of much disoufsiou, and many schemes 
for their destruction have been proposed— moftt of them 
unpractical^ aud some even aUurd. For i»ume yeura 
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heavy rewanls were given for every tiger and other dai 
oua Aiiimal lctlli?(l,fipeoiaIr«warcU being placed on the 
of man-eateTs; and 1 am convinced that many more wi 
killed during that time than urcviously, though stitistw 
of former yeiira wlien there waa tio rewartl nxt: nnt ^ivuilnlile 
for comparison. Tlic iiiunber destToyecl increARcd every 
year under this stimulus. Rewards far the killing of 
2414 tigers, panthers, bears, and wolves wore cUicicd in 
1867 (the last year for which statistits ure available), 
agsInHt 1S63 in 1865, Tigers are certaiinly nut now so 
numerous by a great deal in many parts with which I 
am personally acquainted as they were even sis or eight 
years ago> The reward has now again been much de- 
creased; and the erperienre of a few years vrill show 
whether the tigers again get the upper hand. It is pracli' 
cally only the cattle-killing and man-eating iigens that, iit^-^ 
productive of injuTT, those which principally suhsbt oi 
game being probably more useful than noxious. Poison- 
has ftomctimea boon succcBsful in destroying a man-wittT 
— a famous tigrees, that long ravaged the western part of 
Chindwdrd district, having been killed with strychnine 
justadny before I arrived afte-t a turced march of a htmdrei 
miles to hunt her. More commonly, however, poi-son is 
no avail with these cunning brutes; and. aa a rule, man- 
eaters can only be killed by the European sporteman with 
the help of ati elephant, the native sbikarht rarely attempt- 
ing to mulest tT»em, Elephants have been m»de more 
available than fonnerly, some o£ tlie jungle districts ha^nng 
a Government one attached to them, besides many pofi* 
soaaed by varioua public dcnartmentfl ; and man-eatois 
of a bad 13^)0 now rarely survive long. It is a great point 
to extinguish those brutes at the outset of their career, 
for, if not killed wheu he commences to prey on human 
beings, a tiger becomes so cunning that it is afterwards a 
most dlBicult thing to circumvent him. ^M 

On the 27th of May I shot my last tiger for that scaBoo^* 
in the famous cover of l^apfira^ being seized the ncit day 
with the prehininary symptoms of what turned out ta^| 
be a eevere attack of jungle fever, brought on by constant^' 
oxpOBUFc to the hot eun by day and the malarious air of 
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cloflo valleya bv niglit; choWa, too, was raging all 
lu*, ftiui BO t ilef-LTiriirt<»(l to return tu the cool 
hriglltft of Pudiitmrree, whirli I ilid by Uii? Bi.)ri ruul^, in 
four loQgidb marclies. 1 was sick of the con-stant scvem 
heat of the humt-up plaina below, und parched with the 
coming fever a& well^ and 1 think I never enjoyed anything 
80 much as ^hen 1 bared my head to the cool breeze that 
swept over the Puchmurree plateau, aa I topped its '^O^G 
after climliing up the RtiflT ascent of the "Rorl GhSt.. The 
thcrmomet^^r in my tent below had been raugiug from 98 
dcgreca to IIO degrees duiiDg the heat of the d«y, and hnd 
once reached 120 degroes, when 1 went out and lay Iik« a 
tiger under >K>me jatiiian bimlie^ by the wutereide- lu the 
verandah of the ludg<? on Puchniurret', which was now 
nearly finished, it atood at 80 dcgreeA, while the nightn, 
which below had not for wecka been free from hot winds, 
were cool and delicious up here. Soon after coming up 
I was fairly prostrated with fever, and remained delirious 
for about a couple of dayn, emerging at lat^t, thanks to 
a very attentive nntive <hrtrtov we naJ, much shaken and 
weak, but fre<* from the fever. Nearly all my Bervants 
and the camp followers who had been throng the hot 
weather with mo alao got fever on coming up to Puch- 
murree, and the place presented much the appearance of 
an exUrimive hospital for some weeks. 

Tlir fuist niin iif the ntonsoon hW on the 12th of Jime, 
a smart shower, that, as if by magic, covered the plateau 
with the greenest of tlnt^. The wild flowers, too, again 
buret forth on all sides, under the influence of the gentle 
showers that now almost daily viMted the hill. It wiis 
inexjiiressibly dc-hghtful to be up here, in r perfei^tly KnglifJi 
€hma1«, with cool gray eldeA, and greenery al) about, after 
the terrible gnlling wc had suffered for two long months 
down below. My Korkii friends seemed glad to see me 
back again, and I tried to go out after the bison with them, 
but I found myself far too we^k to negotiate the formidable 
Filopes of Dhfipgarh. The early part of the rairy ^leason 
which was now approaching is the very best time of all for 
hunting the bison, tracks being easily fulktwed, while 
the i^kj' is generally overcast with clouda, and the wetitber 
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the cIouiIh began to bank no into ileep piirnle 
the higher peaks, and at night lightning pla; 



cool in these high regions. Toward;^ the end of the niontli 

le inA-^sL^s behind 
lyed incessantly 
pound the horizon. By great exertions we got the Jiouae 
poofod jufit in time to hang a bison's frontlet over the door, 
and chrieten it " Bison Lodge," before the full force of the 
monsoun broke upon the [tliiteau uu the last dny uf June* 
I must not now t-ell of the many pleasant day^ and j'^vial^ 
nights passed between tho^e four walls in aft^r yearsjfl 
when the fire blaring in the arched grate I had buildcd 
with my own handa, and the jorum of whiaky toddy im- 
ported from my native hilla, deluded us into the belief that 
we were far away from tlie exile, if btiH a pleasant exile, 
of the higlilands of Central IncUa. Huch a t4?rrific storm 
I never aaw as on the night of the breaking of the monsoon, 
crush after crash seeming to burst within the rooms, while 
a blaze of grcon lightning incesf^ntly lit up the whole 
features of the hill. It hist^d about the whole night, and 
nearly four inches of rain fell along with it, but on it4 
dearing up in the morning, such is the beautiful drainage 
of thii^ plateau that in leas than an hour a horse could have 
galloped over it comfortably in any ditxM^tion. Rain- 
cIoudB continued to Bhroud the higher peaks, and roll 
rtfund the edges o£ the plateau, the whole time I rr?muiued 
on the hill, but we never bad another heavy Ht^^TUi, and, 
what ia very unusual at such altitudes, the clouds never 
invaded the centre of the plateau at all, I had repeated 
returns of the fever, and neither could my people shake it 
oft. Conveniences to help recovery were also wanting, 
and I left the plat-eau on the 2oth uf July to march t^H 
Jubbulpun It was a raelancboiy procession do^m the" 
hillf that march of my gaunt and fever-stricken followers, 
crowded on the hacks of the elephants that carried thci 
in several trips to the carts that awaited them below. 

Another officer relieved rae at Puchmurree, and 

mained nenrly till the end at the rainy season ; nieteon 

logical observations being kept up, in order to compai 

with others which were being takim at the aame time by 

party reaident on the rival plateau of Mf^tiir, The rcsull 

was that a mean temperature of about 73 degrees, and 
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roiiifall of rather more tlian 60 inchce, were rcgjsbend fM 
both plaa^B during the four nionthB from Jun© to Sep- 
tomber, which tihow8 a rang« of heat about 8 dcgreea or 
10 decrees lower than on the plniitfl, and nearly double the 
rainfall, Unfortunalely, however, Uie comparative diffi- 
culty of accefw^ tpQ Piichmurree was allowed to tell againat 
it0 infinitely sajwrior beauty and suitability in other 
rwpccts; and swampy, jungly, hidcoua Motur, which lies 
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on tkfi trap formation, and very much rcspmbli^s the country 
along the Taptl river described in the lost chapter, was pTC- 
fernS to this beautiful jikt^aii lor trial as a e&nitanum 
for European troops during the ent<ning season. It was 
an utter failurot the dinuitc being bad, and there being 
uotliing to intereM. tbu men in j«uch a phu'4!. 

Since then the Forest Department has regularly occupied 
the lodge on the hill, and laid out extensive gardens round 
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!Lbout< Attempts to cultivate the ouiiiiuc-viclding oia- 
clioiia maile on a sinn,]! scaIc ham failed^ owing probably 
to want of the nee{lful attention and knowkdge, rather 
than to unauitability of the place and climate. The 
potato^ and all Borta of European vogctablea and flowers, 
hove been found to thrive admirably at Puclimurree. 
Another hf^use Las been ijuilt, and many Eiux>pean and 
native officials have enjoyed excellent bealtli during -vinitA 
to the place for aomc years. 

I shall not say much of my long ride of a hundred 
milefi to Jubbulpiir in the soaking rain, through the atiff 
black mud and unbridged streams of the Nsibad& valley. 
It waj* very miserable, with the chills of ague in one a 
bonefl- With the exception of a few days, when I had 
the excellent society of my friend Oaptam Pearson, 1 
had not seen a white face during those fiix months of 
jungle wanderings; and though by no mears tired of 
the wild, independent life ol a forester, ot of the company 
of ilm hill people and the kindly little band of depena&iitd 
I had gathered about me, the society of a pleasant station 
like the Jubbulpur of those days was an agreeable change. 
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CHAPTER VITT 

TltE mGHER XARBAdA 

JuBBULPij'R is now rather »n important pWf, lj<^ing 
the point of junction of the two lines of railway whicE 
between them connect the political witli the commercial 
capital of India. Calcutta with Bombay, and ovor vrfaich 

Eass all the paBSi-iif^^rrs, iiiid much of the goode, in tiansit 
etweeii EngLmd hikI upper [ridia. At tlie time ol 
which I write it wa» a small civil and military fttAtion, 
ci which few who had not been there biew anything, 
oxeept that it was situated eomewherc in the wilda of 
Central India. I remember when we first got our orders 
to march there from upper India no one could fi}vQ ug 
n mute to it. It wan truopRil from Madras at that lime, 
and so of course the Bengiil authciritiefl could not be 
expected to know anythmg about it- We found it the 
plcasanteat of Indian Btationn; situated in a green hollow 
among low rocky granite hilU always covered with verdure ; 
with tidy harxl reads and plenty of greenjsward about 
lh«m; with cijiumodiuu» bungalows embowered tn umguiTL* 
cent clumps of bamboo ; remarkable for the delicacy and 
abundance of its fruibs and other garden products, inchiding 
the pineapple, which will not grow anywhere else in 
Central India ; and withal, from its land-locked condition 
forbidding exports, a moat absurdly cheap sort nf pUce 
to live in. All this is now changed. The stream-norfle 
ba6 torn his way through the parks, and levelled the 
bamboo clumpe that were the glor>' of the place. Hideous 
ombankmentA, and monstrous hotels, and other truly 
British buildings, i^ture one in the face at every turn. 
Crowds of lail-borae '* pit'turesquera'" a^^dl the Marhle 
Rocks and other sights about the place. Everything 
has run up to the famine prices induced by the rapid 
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of the last («n years. Ami progipjis it 
in every proper sense of the word. The NarbadA valley 
18 now a part of the great bustling world outside, huitead 
of being a mere ieolatetl oasis in a desert of jungle, thinking 
and caring only alKiut its own petiy wanU and concerns. 
Tlie agriciiHic-isl, the merchant, and all who " ptuldle 
their own cnnoe *' on tiie gr^at ocean of life, nrr n\l the 
better for it. Their gains have grown m more thiui 
proportiOTi to their outgoings. Only such wretches aa 
fiail in "foreign bottoms" nave to regret the cliange; 
their fixed incomes have not grown with the growth of 
their expenses. Tlie poor darkj who could oarely in 
the old times keop liody and soid together on his pittaiice 
of ten nipccB u month, get« no naorc now that his cxpenaco 
are doubled. CJovernineiit schools have flooded hia 
market with competitors, who prevent hia wages from 
rising by their importunity for offite ; and ihe Govemnicnt^ 
not having vet discovered the way to raise its own income, 
when appealed to for more, buttons up its pockets, and 
points to the crowds ready and willing to serve for loaa- 
The poor clerk has his remedy; he c«.n pick and steal 
enougli to make up the deficiency ; and be does so. But 
the subaltern of infantry, or the yonng civilian, being 
incommoded with the troublesome commcxlity r&Iled 
honour, have no such resource ; and so they have nothing 
for it but to knock ofi their Arab, and other little luxuries, 
and fag away through an ill-conoealcd period of indigence 
to higher grades and better pay. 

All this civiiisatitm haw of course grently deteriorated 
the plac.e as a residence for him whose ple.aRures lie with 
the jungle and ita wild inhabitants. In the old times, 
Jubbulpfir was almost the perfection of a sportsman's 
head'quart.er6. It lay nearly at the head of the lapt of 
the great basins of the Narbada valley, which have been 
reclaimed by population and agrictdtur^, Theae basin* 
arc a characteristic of ihe valley, and within the hmits 
of OUT province are four in number; gr(^ilt circxilar plaina 
Burrumided by steep hilla, filled with deep alluvial soil, 
through which the river moves slowly in long silent reachefi, 
with lier^ and there u )junlk jjtream. Between them 
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lie shorter sections of nigged grourtd, where t,h*^ hilU on 
cither side cfniverge, and through which ibc river tumbles 
in a leB8 placid course^ Bhort pools being connected by 
long broken rapids, A little wmy above Jubhiilpiir, the 
lawl of lhi-f*(' ImsiriH i,* l.iTiTiiiiuted by the Hgain t.oiiverging 
hilU, and from i\m point up to the little civil station o! 
Mandla the river flows through a narrow valley, vfiry 
scantily cultivated here and there, and generally covered 
along the rivereide by bambooe, and on the hillft by a 
low jungle composed of tho commoner sort of trees- Many 
little ti-ilmtary stienuin juiiied the river in thi» pari of \i% 
course. Thf!^ ran up into the partially cutti\^ted uplanda 
on cither side of the valley; and in the cold seaaon, when 
they contained water and green vegetation, afforded 
cover to great numbem of wild auimab of all sorts, Whon 
the hot wason advanced their waters (gradually dried 
up, and then the game all moved down into the Narbudfi 
valley, ^congregating at that time, when the great mutiny 
had for aonic yeara prevented their molestation, in very 
great numbcra- 

I have marchod up this valley, on my way to explore 
tho Sal fore^s in the ea^t^m part of th^ province. But 
want of time then prevented my lingering to Hboot. 
The year before joining the Foreet Department, 'however, 
I hail made an excursion up thin valley during the hot 
aeaHon; and ^vhile cantoned At Jubbiilpfir, made many 
exeuTfiion^ through the hilly regions aurroimding the 
valley. Several sorts of ^me which have not yet been 
much mentioned were then nif^t with in great abundance; 
and before takinj; my renderH Upwards the 6&\ foresta 
1 will devote a little space to these excursions. 

I waa then a good deal of & '* griflin," and wae obliged 
to rely much on the OBsistance of native shikaris in finding 
game. The t^hief of these about Jubbulpur was an arch- 
villain who haunted the purlieun of the cantonment 
mes^e^, and hawked about nis news of panthers, bears, 
deer, etc., to the highest bidder. 1 dou't think 1 ever 
hoard his name. Hn waa always called ''Bonmnjec," 
OT tho "Brahmnn/' for fiuch waw hia caste. Ho knew 
intimately every inch uf the jimgld fur twenty uiileai 
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around » ami HmI sotis aii<l iiephown in clo^ relationa^l 
with the tigers and other wild aaimals in all directions. ^ 
He was thoroughly acquainted with alt the diilcront 
sorts of j^me and their habits, and really could, when 
he cliase, furnish Grst-rate sptjrt to his chf^nts. But Iio i 
was by nnture a rogue of the first water, generally taking H 
his information all round the station for oners ; and liking ™ 
out the highest bidder to a hunt which almoat invariably 
ended, through Fomo pervereo accident, in the escapo 
without scathe of the object of pursuit, which he would 
very likely bring in the next day himself to duiiii the 
Goverrment rewani. Tie had "stumbled on it," of 
course, quite by accident, and in self-defence, etc, he 
was compelled to shoot it ! 

His great quany was the panther, of which he waa 
known to have killed an almost incredible number in the 
course o[ his long life. lie lived in a little village about 
four milt^fl out of the station, just under one of the steep 
iaoJflted granite hills that rise at intervals from the plain ; 
and he once showed me a notched stick, on which fifty- 
two cuts recorded the number of pjinthers lie had killed 
on this hill alone. The number of these animab^ in the di»- ^^ 
tricta round about JuLbulpiriB very great, Thelowrocky ^| 
hilla referred to, full of hollows and cavenif, and overgrown " 
with dense scrubby cover, aSon) them favourite retreata; 
while the numbers of antelope and hog deer, goats, sheep, 
pariah dogs, and pigs, supply them with abundant food. 
A lurge male pu,nther wdl kill rot very heavy cattle; 
but aa a rule they confine themselves trO the smailer animaU 
mentioned, lliey seldom reside very far from \'iDage«, 
prowling round them at night in search of prey, and 
retreating to their fastnesses before daybreak. Unlike 
the tiger, they cart? little for the neighbourhotid of wa1«r 
even in the hot weather, drinking only at night, and 
generally at a distance from their midcfay retreat. 

There hap been nuich tonfusion among aport^mcn and 
writers as to the several apecics of Cat called " Panther," 
"Leopard/* and '' Ifunting Leopard/' Jerdon, in his 
Mammrih of I/uiin, lias at last correctly diHtinguiHlii'd 
them under the above names, recognising two varieties 
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muTkecI witJi rosettes (tiip fulvous grouml of the ttliin 
showing through the black), instead of plain black flpots, 
which are pcx^uliar to the Hunting Leopard (J^, Jvbata). 
He calls both F. Pard-an^ considerirg them onlv as vftrieticR, 
not distinct species. In English he fallfl tfie IftTp:cr tlic 
panther and the smaller the leopard, and it will uc well 
if sportsmen will avoid future <:oTifu»ion by acl«>pt]iig 
thia appropriate nomenclature. The points of diifcrcjieo 
between the two varieties of F, Pardus he states to be 
the larger sixe of the panther, which r<>flchofi in fine speci- 
meiw seven feet eleven inches in leneth from nose to tip 
of tail, the leopard not exceeding live feet six inches; 
the lighter colour, and teller and more fllender figure of 
the panther^ and the rounder, more bulldog-like head 
of the leopard. 

In my early sporting days I fell into the miKhike of 
moat sportsmen in supposing tliab the panther mi^ht be 
hunted an foot with less caution than the tiger. On 
two or three occasions I nearly paid dearly for the error; 
and I now bcUcvo that the panther Ja really by far & 
more dangerous animal to attack than the tiger. He ia, 
in the first place, far more courageous, Por though 
he will genendly sneuk away unobserved a* long an he 
can, if once brought to cWc quartcTrt ho will rartrly f;iil 
to charge with the utmost ferocity, Qghtiug to the vciy 
last. lie is also much more active than the tiger, making 
inunenae springs clear off the ground, which the tiger 
seldom doea. lie can conceal himselt in the most wonder- 
ful way, his spotted hide blending with the groiinil, and 
his lithe looae form being compref^aible into an inconceivably 
Bmall apace. Further, he la so much le&a in depth and 
stouteefis than the tiger, and moves so much quicker, 
that he h tar more difficult to hit in a vital place. He 
Lun climb trees, which the tiger c;iiintit du except for 
a abort distance up a thick idnping trunk. A few years 
ago a panther thus took a sportsman out of a high perch 
on a tree in the Cbindw&r& district. And lustiy, his 
powers of offence are scarcely inferior to those of the tiger 
Aiuui^f ; and are amply »utncient to be the death of any 
l&au he gct« hold oL Wtien stationed at Damoh, neat 
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r jubbulptir, with a detachment of my regiment, 1 shot 
fteV€Ji pa-ntherft ami leopards in less than a month, ^thin 
a few niilea of the station, r,hiefly by driving them out 
wjth heaters; all of them charged who had the power to 
do so; but tbo littio cherub who watchefi over ''griffinfl" 
got ufl out of it without damage either to myself or the 
ibeat^irs. One of tlie sinnller spet'ies, rmHy not more 
than five- kvi long, i believe, charged me three wveral 
timfis up a bank to the very muzzle of my rific (of which 
I luckily had a rouplc). falling back caxh time to the 
shot, but not dreaming of trying to escape, and dying 
at last at my feet with her teeth cloRcd on the root o( 8 
sDiall tree. This animal bad about six inrbes of the 
quill of a porcupine broken off in her chest. Another 
jumped on my hoiBe, when passing through some tong 
gras^, before ^he was fired at at all ; ^ind aftr(?r being kioked 
off charged my groom and gun-currier, who hardly cseaped 
by fleeing for their hvea^ leaving my only gun in the 
pofiaesaion of the leopard, I hnd to ride to cantonments 
tfor another rifle, and to get together some beaters. When 
we returned, 1 took up my po&t on a rock which overlooked 
the patch of grasH ; and the beatcra had scarcely commenced 
their noise before the leopard went ot them like an arrow. 
An accident woidd certainly have happened tLi.s time 
had my ghot^^ failed to »top ih'is devil incarnale lieFore 
ahe reached them. She had cnba in the gross, which 
accounted for her fury ; but a tigress would have abandoned 
them to their fate in a similar case. The last I killed waa 
a man-eater, which took up his post among the high crops 
surrounding a village, and killed and dragged in women 
and children who ventured out nf the village. He waa 
a panther of the largest size, and had been wounded by 
n shikari from a tree, the ball paat^ing through his externa] 
car and one of his pawB, and rendeiing him incapable 
of killing game. I was a week hunting him, as he was 
very ejireful not to show himself when piin^ued; and at 
last 1 shot him in a cowhouse into which he had ventured, 
and killed aeveral head of cattle, before the people had 
courage to shut the door. 

When a panther takes to tnan-eating, he is a far more 



« 



THE HIGHER NARBADA 



sae 



terribk actmrge tlmn a tigpr. Tii Iftflfi a nian-lcilling 
panther devastated the northern part of the Seoni district, 
killing (incredible as it may seem) nearly a hundred 
persons beiore he wws shot by a ehikdrl. Ho never al« 
the bodies, but merely lipped the blood from the ihroal; 
».tid Ll^ pkn wns eitccr to hLcqI into a house »t night, 
and j^traiigle some nleeper on hiH bud, htifling all nuU^ry 
with his deadly grip, or to climb into the high platfonna 
from which watchers guard their tields from aecr» and 
drag out his victim from there. He was not to be baulked 
of his prey ; and when driven off from one end of & village, 
would hurry rmind to the opposite side and secure another 
in the ronfusion. A tew moments compleit^d hift dejidly 
work, and such waa the devilish cmimng he joined to 
this extraordinary boldncds that all attempts to find and 
shoot him were for many montha unsuccessful. Europeaa 
sportsmen who went out, aftvi hunting hini in vitiii nm 
day, wauld find his tnu?k» close to the d^ior of their tenfc] 
in the morning. When, a few yeans later, I passed through 
the scene of his chief depredations (Dbiim4)» a cuiioua 
myth had grown round the history of this panther. A 
man and his wife were travelling back to their home from 
a pLlgriniag^ to Buuare^, when they met on the road a 
pantheon The wonuin was Icrrifiea- but the man said^ 
' Fear not, I poaaesA a charm by which I con transform 
myself into any shape. 1 will now become a panther, 
and remove this obstacle from the road, and on my return 
you must place this powder in my mouth, when I will 
recover my proper shape," He then swallowed Hsown poi^ 
tion of the magic powder, and assuming the likenei*s of the 
panther, pcr&uaded him to leave the path. Ketuniing 
to the woman, he opened his mouth to reoeive the tianas 
poking charm; but she, terrified by his dreadful appearance 
and open jjiw», ditippcti it in the mire, nml it whm h^Ht. 
Then, in ae«pur, he killed the author of his mi^fortune^ 
and ever aft^r revenged himself on the race whoec form 
he could never resume. 

The Seon& panther ia not a solitary case, several other 
man-eatinfi panthers having done scarcely less amount 
of uiiuchid! ill other parU* of tl:e province. Their indifler- 
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tnce to wfllcr mal<«s it extronioly diStcuIt to bring tli^m 
to book; and, indeed, uanlherrt mi? fnr nvoru generally 
met with by accident tbitn secured by regular liuiiting. 
When beating vritb clcpliiwita ttcy nre vcrj' nircly found, 
coneidoring their numbers; but they mu&i be frequently 

JiasBed at a abort dist&uce, unobserved, in tlud Icind of 
lunliDg. I waa hunting for a tigrens and cubs near 
Kliapa, on the Lawa river, in U^Lul ; their trarkft of a few 
days old led into a deep liseure Ln the rocky banks oi the 
river, above which I wont, leaving the elephant below, 
aud threw in stones from the edge. Sonic way up I saw 
a large panther st^al out at the head, and uueak acroes 
the plain. He was out of shot, and I followed on his 
tracks^ whicli were clear enough for a few hundred yarda, 
till, at the crosaing of a email rocky nihi, they disappeared. 
I could not make it out, and was returning to the elenbant, 
when I saw the driver making nignak. lie had followed 
me up al>ove, and had seen the panther 8neak back, 
along the little n^la, which led into the top of the ravine, 
and re-enter the latter, I then went and placed myself 
80 as to command the top of the ravine, and sent people 
below to fling in stones, and presently the panther broke 
again at the same place, this time galloping away openly 
aeroHs (he plain. I missed with both barrels of my rifle, 
but turned him over with a lucky ahot from a smooth- 
bore, at more than two hundred yarda- 1 then went 
up to hira on the elephant, and ho made feeble attempts 
to rise and corae at me, but he was too far gone to succeid. 
The panther will charge an elephant with the greatest 
feixjcity. Near Sanibalj^ur. a party of ua were beating 
a bamboo cover for pigs, with a view to the sticking 
thereof, my elephant accompanying the beaters, when a 
shout from the !att*?r announced that they had stumbled 
on a panth<3r. They took to trees, and I got on the 
elephant to turn lum out, while the othere eiic^hanged 
then hog-spears for rifles, and surrouncied the place on 
treea. She got up before me, boimding away over the 
low bamboos, and I struck her on the rump with a light 
breech-loading gun as she disappeared. Several shota 
from the trees failed to stop her^ and she took refugv 
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.ft verj ileDM! tliumy t-nver tin the l»inkK ul a littlt* st-Tieam, 
ICC up and down J passed without eccing the bnit©, 
but GriDg once into a log of wood in mistake for her, nnd 
ms going along the tnp of the cover for thfl thiM time 
jn the elephant pomted down the bank with her ex- 
tended trunk. We threw gome ^t^me^ in, but nuthing 
^.Uored; and at last^ a penn ranic up with a huge stone 
^130 his head, which he heaved down the hank. Kext 
moment a ycUow streak shot from the bushea. and, levelling 
the ftdventurouft peon, like a flash of hghtuing came 
nbraight nt my 4?lepbunt*s ht^ad, when, juet at the la»t 
Rpring, I hnike her back with a breech-loader, and she 
fell over under the elephant*^ trunk, tearing at the earth 
and stones and her o^ii body in her bloody rage. She 
had a cub in the cover, about the size of a cat, which I 
shot on the way back. 

The methcxl iiauafly resorted to by "Id Bauianjee and 
other native shikaris for kilhng pantheiB and leopjmls 
wftfl by tying out a kid, with a Ime attached to & fish- 
hook through ita car, a pull at which ra&kes the poor 
little brute continue to squeak, after it has cried itself 
to silence about its mother. No sentiment of humanity 
interferes with the devices^ of the mild Hin<li!i. A dog 
in ft pit. with ft bajsket-work rover over it. and similarly 
attached to a line, h equally effective, I have kno\Mi 
panthers lopeatedly to take animals they have killed 
up into trees to devouTj and once fuund the bf^dy of a child, 
that hiid been killed by a pauther in the Betul disltirt^ 
BO difipo^xl of in tte fork of a tree. They are very often 
lost, I believe, by tAking unobM!n,-ed to treca. Heating 
them out of cover with a strong body of beatera and 
fireworks is, on the whole, the most successful way of 
hunting these cimning brutes; but it is a^^compauied 
by ft guild deftl of ri»k to llie beaUox as well as to tlm 
spcrrt-sman, if he is over- venturesome; and it ia apt, alflo, 
to end in diaappointmcnt in most imtances. My own 
•xperionco ib tliat the majority ol panthers one find* 
an come across more by luck than good management. 

Old Banmnjee, with whom I had ofU'u been out on 
shoit tripji witli consideiable success, induced me to t^ke 



272 TirR mOIILANDS OF CENTRAL TJfDIA 



I 



a muiitl)'* leave, and ftccompany him up the KarhaclA^^ 
vttllcj' Jrom Jubbalpdr to ahoot. The game promised 
GotiBidt^d of tigers, bears, s^mbar, and spotted deer; and 
I found that all these were rvally attiUDable in no small 
numbers, The ^Ambar and bears Uved nn the hill rangC8^i 
on either side of the river; while the spotted deer, ft^^l 
iu«ua1, t*<^pt U^ the bankn of the river, wlirrt- a network ^^ 
of raN^ne^, covered with cluaips of bamboo, afforded them 
the plentiiul shade und abundance of water tfacy delight 
in. In attendance on them was the tiger, who revelled 
in the abundance of game then congregated about the 
river. The henU of eattle and buffaluea thai were grazing 
in the valley weie «^ldom touched, excepting in one place, 
where I found a fauiily of tigers wholly ^ubsi^ting upon 
them; but nearly every day wo stumbled on the rcmainB 
of spotted deer, sambar. and nllgjti, wliich Lad fallen 
victims to the defitioyer. The destroyer hiouielf, however, 
kept, with a good deal of success, out of our wav, I was 
too green a Band to hunt him then with the silent per- 
severance which alone enaurea Hiicccse, and could rarely 
resist a promising nhot at other game on the distant chaiioo 
of finding a tiger. Nor do 1 think that Mr. Bamanjee 
much de&ired to have very many interxiews with hia 
jungle majeiity, 8])otted deer were in imniense numbers^ 
and the bucks were everywhere bellowing along the banks, 
and in the bamboo-covcrcd raWnos that radiate from 
the river. It was very ea^y to ahoot the poor brute*t at 
that time, the best plan being to embark m n canoe dug 
out of a single log, and paddle slowly duuTi the reaches 
a little way from the liank. between daybreak and ten 
or eleven o'clock. The air of repose worn by the whole ^y 
Bcene at that time is scarcely broken by the movement of ^ 
animal life. The lazy plunge of a crocodile, the eddying ^^ 
riae of a great flsh, the hover of a gem-like kingfisher^ 
the easy ilight of the dark, square-winged buzxard, all 
add to, rather than diminish, the sense of quietness in 
the accnc. Immense nunibers of peafowl Lve on the 
banks. This jh the season of their lovea, and almost 
every hare knoll may be seen covered with a flock nf 
tlie heni» tiitting denuirely in the crutre, while the 
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mffl© out their raagnifioent plumage, and spread 

ir gorgpoiifl trains, and walU rooiul ami round tliftm 

in a mo8t ah^iinl fa^hinn. Tlir; iKutUni'ii am ri>ml of 

trjnng to catch them when absorbed in this dance of 

• love; aiid> though I have never scon one actually uccuxcd, 
J have seen an active fellow got sa near as to pluck some 
feathers from the tail of the collapsed and retreating 
n^ bWJtin. No riotous sounds offend the ear in this peacefiJ 
H valley. The Koel, bird of the morning, raises now and 
^ then hifl ataccjito note from some overhanging tree, or 
the giant Sdrua r.rane floats hia tremulous cry along the 
H calm surface of the lake-hlce river* 

^M But hark! From a clump of tangled bamboos, over- 

^P hanging the mouth of a. little hum that joini* the river^ 

ringa the loud bellow of a spotted buck< The boatman 

^ sti(.*k3 his long pole down to the bottom, and anchors 

H the dug-out, wliilo the tiportemau, ^^'ith cocked rifle, 

H watches in the bow. Presently a rustle and a motion 

^M in the fringe cf bright-green jaman bui^heH that edge the 

B river, and the head and fihnuldei's of a noble buck emerge, 

one fore-loot advanced hesitatingly to the strip of yellow 

Band beside the water. Another instant and he standi*, 

A statue of grace and beauty, on tlie open beaeh> Now 

he has seen the boat, and hi« careless mien i& changed 

for an attitude of inteniw regard. Motionlefw, head thrown 

up, ^nd antlerfl sweeping his flanks, he might be photo* 

graphed for the second or two he stands at ga^^c. In 

an mstant more he nill wheel round and plunge into the 

thicket, unleBB stopped by the deadly bullet. The true 

in will often spare the Ijeautiful creature, even 

im thus at the point of his riflL% when a we^k or two 

of the easy sport has satiated his ardour, and Jilted his 

camp with meat and tn^kphies of graceful ontlers. It 

m^H impossible in tho^e days to walk half a mile along 

the river bank without Beeing deer, and I luive known 

an indi0erent shot kill tn\x burVs here in a moitiing. 

Thei'e was some excitement in the chance tA stum- 
bling on a tiger in the cool thicketa oE green cover by 
the rivcT, or, like the sportaman, fltnlking the spotted 
deer, I was following a wounded buck once, wnen I 
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ihuft almost trod upon a tigor doing the very Bame thing. 

It wa^ in tlie diLsk nf tlto evt^miia, whtm I ^nw hint alioiifti 

tu't-nly iJaL'i'R nliejirl uE iro^ muUing up tlir Mfuxly tr«,ilf 
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a retriever on a winged pheasant, lie was pASEsiug 
over a low ridge between two luvines. and I waa below 
him— a situation awkward for a foot-encounter whh an^ 
dangeroiis animal, I therefore waited till he di^ap] 
ou the other side, and then running softly up, 
down from behind a clump of bambooB. l^resently 
fcw llie wounded buck and two dof-a atart out of some 
>ver beyond the further ravine, and then a motion ol 
the tiger, who had been standing a little below them, &8 
he quickly crouched out of ttinr fiight, rev<*ale<l hiui to 
me, I sat down, and t-ook a stf^tidy shut nt i;i;s nhouldcr 
at about seventy yaids. He rolled back into the 11&I&, 
above which I was etunding. and, after u good deal of 
growling and atruggling among the loaves, all was etilh^ 
It would have been fajly to go down to him in such un-^^M 
certitin light, su T returned to the boat, going batk next^^ 
morning with an elephant to see the restdt. It was iust 
ae well I had not ventured down in the dark tlie ni^ht 
before ; for, after lying some time where he fell and leaving 
a great pool of blood on the ground, he had afterwards 
recovered himself, and gone slowly and painfully off towards 
the river. We followed np the trarrlt, and about three 
hmidrcd yards further down found him, by the chattering 
of birds, Iving Btiff and atark under a bush. He had 
never reacted the water he sought. 

About twenty-five milea above JubbulpOr k a curious 
place tailed "The Moukeys' Leap." A stniall tributfliry 
of the Narbadi, called the Baghma (or "Tiger River"), 
here cornea down from the southern hilts, and, after 
approaching the Narbada ^^-itbin about a hundred yarda, 
sheers off again, and nuiy sonw miles befoit^ it finally 
joins it. Deep water fills both the channelH opposite 
the narrow riec-k, and the atrip nf cover between the rivera 
ia a favourite teaort for ail aorta of game in the hot ^eaaon. 
1 was invited by a neighbouring Th&ki^r, a K&jput> to 
join a drive for game he wae arranging at this plaoo, ift 
which he hoped to secure a famous tiger that bad 
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defied every effort to kill him. Long will " Whiuhend/* 
of the GairA BairA. be remembered on the IjftnkH cf the 
KarbadA, He furnished a[x>rt to a whf>]e geimration ot 
the sportsmen of JubhiJptjr, and^ so far as 1 know, never 
was killed. He disappeared in the courac of time. Several 
hundred boaters were tisscmblod to beat the leg-of-mutton 
uhaped tract, of which the narrow " Monkeya' Leap" 
between the two rivers formed the shank. A large old 
ntunip of a banyan tree Rtoml right in the cenlrfi of the 
ndck, hollowed like a cup at the top by the weather, and 
filled a few inches deep with drift aand. A better post 
for the gunner eould not be, and hero the ThAkur and I 
took OUT places. Il was a long drive, ami it wau not for 
an hour or more that the game began to appear, and groupn 
of spotted deer gradually collected on all the knolla within 
Fight on the inward aide. They grew and grew in numbers, 
gazing back at tho beatcis and forward at the tree, where 
they had often rim the gauntlet before. They were very 
unwilling to come on^ but the drive waa 8tr(»ng and not 
to \w pbub:^. I waU^bed lor the tigi^r till iiiiiny of the 
dcrt had gone past; at first a straggling doc with her 
faij^'n, then small ^ups, and finally a great hujttUng 
mass of dappled hides and tapping antlem. There was 
no tiger evidently in the beat. The Thdkilr a long mateh- 
lock had already been the death of a bnok, and he waa 
paintully relnadirLg itn long tube finm brn nrimitive rhargmg 
implements. 1 had a couple of rifies, smgle and double, 
and it wa^ the work of a» many seconds only to fire the 
three barrele, kilhng two and wounding another. There 
wtM'e no breech-loaders izi tho^e days; but I hnd time to 
reload the double while tho stream of deer poured past, 
and secure two more bucks l>efore the beaters came up- 
The wounded buck was afterwards recovered. There 
oannot have been less than a thousand spotted deer in 
thia beat; and 1 never before or since saw auch a sight. 
Witli a breech-loader twenty nr thirty buckn t^oidd eawly 
have lH'4<n killed. Unc tit the binks 1 killr_ul bad the 
largest honis I have ever 8ecu» mcaAuring each thirty-eight 
ineocs round the curve. 

I had another beat for " >Vhitehead " afterwards, near 
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the same pl&oc. The boaters came on him in a pAtch^l 
of long grass jungle, from which h* obstmately rclueed ^ 
to move. He had been once wouiMled in a drive, and 
never would f^ce the guni^ again. At ta^t we net fire to 
the jimgle, while I awaited him on a tree at one end. 
The raging Eainefi must have passed completely over 
him, and it waa not till they had uearly reached my 

D» and the heat was exploding the diied fruits of a ^ 
tree' next to me, with reports like pistol shoU^H 
that I retreated from ray pnst, I had barely reached " 
the ground when I heard a shout from the beaters, who 
were all in the trees round about the cover, and the tiger 
brolce out among them. Then ensued a drawing-up of 
black legs, and a perfect Babel of abuse of Ms remotest 
aiic^etors was poured on him from the trees as he haltM 
below, and looked up at them with a longing gaze. I 
hurried round, but was just in time to see liim pause for 
a moment on the top of a ridge, his grand form appearing 
dilated to an unnatural size, from the bracing of the 
muscles, lashing tail, and bristling coat, bathed in the^j 
red glow of the setting sun and the blazing J migle. Thd^| 
next instant, before my rifle could be got to bear on him,^^ 
he plunged down the farther aide and disappeared. 

I had one piece of really wondoriid luck in this trip, 
which compensated for a good deal ol heavy fagging m 
vain after the monarch of the jungle^ I will quote the ^ 
account as written at the time, which betrays an en-^H 
thuftiAFim 1 should scarcely be able to call up in such a^^ 
description nowadays, and which gives the details of a 
method of hunting tigers which in later years 1 abandoned 
as involving too great a risk of human life, namely^ dri\'ing 
with beaters. In such a country as the upper Narbad4 
valley, huwever, the mure legitimate nmthou of titn-lkiitg^M 
with the elephant cnuld ficnrccly be followed, owing to^^ 
the extent and density of the cover and the abundance 
of Wator, 

Three tigena, namely, a tigreae and her two nearly 
full-grown cubs, had long been the plague of some villages 
on the banks of the river. Their depredations exteuiivd 

1 MgU niarmaioa. 
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ov<ir about five mjlea oi country, where they found beef 
no plcEitifu] atid eatiily gut tliat tLoy seldom WHiid<jr«d 
ubov^^ tpbnt (lijfUnic-^ frnm tlieir usuul linuiitH, which hiy 
in a mesh of moat difficiUt ravines bordering the Narlmdjlj 
and running up towards the hilla. The covert hero waa 
of the densest description, thmigh thinner, of coiirse, at 
this time of the year than at any other. On my arrival 
in the neighbourhuod, 1 wits immediately feolidlwi to go 
and rid it i»f thenft yw-aij^ iind tnery jtrwistaTire jjnimiM^I, 
So I pitrhedmycampat the viUageneiircsbt'O their hwunta, 
and began to lay plans for their destruction. There waa 
no need to tie ammals cut as baits for the tigers, as ia 
sometiniea dr-ne, for here they killed a cow or two every 
otht*r dny, alU^ou^h, foud being so plentiful, they seldom 
remained long near the carra^es. Tlie third fivening after 
1 came, two cljws were killed about a mile from camp. 
I woiUd not allow them to be toucbed» tiusting that, having 
eat^n well during the night, the tigers would be up in Bomo 
place close at handf to which we aiight track them next 
morning, and beat them out in the heut of the day. 

When any tiBcking hari to bp done, it is of grpat import- 
ance to be at the apot very early in the morning, as the 
breeze*, which gcnorolly rise ahortly after daybreak, are 
apt to destroy the fine edges of the impressions left, and 
by nine o'clock it is often impossible to tell whether the 
marka are old or new. We a^iordingly slartetl for tin; 
*' raurreoft " before daylight, and had no diffiruHy in finding 
the pUce, which was deeply marked by the feat of both 
tigera and cows, and a broad trail led ofl in the diroction 
the tigers had dragged the carcases. Following this upj 
it led us shortly into a ravine, wlieie we found the remains 
of both rt)W8 deposited iu diiferpnt narrow clefts, wliei'c 
the tigers had retired to dine at their leisure. Uf one the 
head alone waa left, and the head and forc-quartcw of the 
other. The careaseti had evidently been moat scientifically 
cleaned out by these professioiml butcherf; before setting 
to work, the dung and other refuse being earefully pded 
up at a little di^tAnne, so as not to oome iietween the wind 

' their nobility during the rei>tt--^t. Vultures, kites, and 
'Qiowfi had ulready commenced to demoUoh the remoiiuler 
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— a sure sign tbat our game had left the immediate 
neiglihourliooil. 

Taking up the tracks^ wc followed them for abou' 
half a mile along the ra%'inc towarda the river. The 
prints of the old lady and her daughters were nearly the 
same in aize, and scarcely distinguishable. The 66 
who wer© tracking declared that they could tell that 
ciib» wftrft both females. This, I roufe.si*, I wan AOTiiewha 
incrftdtdous of^ although I h&d frequently liad occA^ion to 
admire their extmordinai-y skUl in tr&ekiug ; and I thou^^t 
they were merely trusting to thi^ well-known propondenmce 
of female over male cubs^' to get a little htdos in the event 
of their prcilictlon turning out true. This was Hul>Hpqupnt)y 
the case, but I have since learned that the footmarks are 
really distinguishable. On inquiry, 1 foimd that while 
the foot of the male Icavee an imprtssion nearly round, 
that of the tigress is almost oval. On seeing them both 
together the iMerente is at once [jert^eived. This is like- 
wise true of the male and female panther. With a sin 
exception, the f<jotprints of all these great cata can 
distinguished ftith certainty after a little practice, whi 
is no small assistance to the hunter at times- The excep* 
tion ia, tliat a large male panther and a youn^ male tiger 
leave nmrks absolutely identical, and not to be diwtingiiishe ' 
by Hie best native tracikers. 

Aft,er following the easily read trail in the pwndy botto 
of the ravine for some half-mile or so, the ravine branc 
oH into two ; the main branch leading straight down 
the river ; and the other a narrow, rock-bound gully, stri 
ing off alinuwt at right angles to the left. The stumy littfa' 
Gond who was then leading seemeil to grow somewhat 
anxious aa we approached the junction, and his swarthy 
coimtcnance lighted up with a Bmiie pleasant to ecc, when 
he foimd that all three tigers had entered the gorge to 
left. 

^ Natives ftCMjount for this by aiiyinpi tJint the old mule tiger Ici 
4ll tho raoXe uiiba lio camcs m;fotw when ihoy aro ytiiuij;;: Mid t1 
deatrJU' nii Biinil/uly, iii ilifloieut j^irU* iif tW country, the manCDu^ 
of naanunB t>> prnUf'T. hi^r yoiin^ " liopeFuls " nf^iinvt thmr iintiatl 
paptj ihat I have littlo doubt ol tho inith ot th& story. 
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*'We have them 1 " lie exclaimed; "they arc in the 
dewur, and as good as killed," 

Dewur is the local name for a place wlicre two or three 
nfiljia meet, and form a hollow in which water rcmarnH 
throughout the hoi weather ; if sufficiently shady and csoolp 
it b a fftvourite haunt of the tiger ; and' it really ^emed 
very litcely that the tigers^ Iiavnig gorged tliemM'tvej* at 
mght, hfld proceeded tn li** up in tlie dewur, ji* Minnisftd 
by the (>6nd. To make all sure, we described a circle 
round tho place, carefully exuniiniiif; all the nAhi8 that led 
from it, and Suding no Ilka^k^l u* \mVwsi\ o t heir exit, retume<l 
to camp, pretty ccnfideot of having '* ringed ** tlw familVj 
and ihat we wmild find tliem a^k?pp aliout twelve oVlock. 
A Hcoirliing hot ftSnd waa btowinff hcrrt^ly acroaa the pUin 
when I loit my tent after breakfa^st, and mounted the 
howdah. It was fearfully hot, and the fiickeriiig haze 
that playa over the bai© ground at this .seiutcn, like an 
exhalation of gas from its surface, playing the strangest 
pranks with houses, trees, and figures, was cxceerlingly 
painful to the eyes. Never mind 1 all the more chance 
of finding the tigers at home, and we were soon under 
way for the dewur. About a hundred and fifty beatora 
had collected, for, the whole wealth of these people lying 
in their herds, they were naturally anxious for the de«truc- 
tioii of the family of peatn. 

On arriving at the scene oE operations, tkcy wore told 
ofl into four parties, each placed under charge of unc of the 
more rcj^pcetablt) inhabitants; atd, aft«r tftrict injunctions 
about taking to trees, etc., were despatched to their iwveml 
jKistiM. Tliere were only two places where the tigers were 
likely to break, of which one led to the river, and the other, 
a dry watercourse, towards the neighbouring hilb. Some 
peculiarities in the croimd induced me to select the latter 
for my own post, while 1 entmated the former to the old 
f\flriWr< with liis matchlock. 1 got an excellent position in 
a thirk coviTt of piman bushe«, white at the same time 
effectually commanding the pass- 
Half an hour elapsed, aa agreed on, and then burst forth 
from the beaters the most terrific Babel of barbarous 
noi»e& ever heard out of Pandemoruum. I liad vngnged 
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a " b»iid/' that liflil come from mme dihlanrr in ii,s^sb 
at the marriage ot a wealthy merchant in the village, and 
wc were, consequently, powerful in inatnimcntal music. 
Fancy dnima, great and small. '* Gar-piercing fites," '* rum- 
toolana " cf foniiidiiljk' dimeiij^ionri (a hideous copper uHnd 
instmraent, indescTil>ahle in simple English, but which I 
faiKvy miiwt be identical with the *' cholera horn " nf Anuth- 
cm India), mingled with a tempest of watchmen's rattles^ 
(each of fifty landrail power), and abundantly gupplcmcnted 
by vocal abuse of the tigers' anoe«tor» to the t-cnth genera- 
tion, delivered in the loudest key yf native Billingsgate, 
and yi3U have a faint idi^a of the row ! 

As they approached, it of course got more and more 
exciting, and soon the various inhabitants of the dewur 
began to make their appearance, Firet came a peacock 
and two hens, pattering over the fallen leaves. Sharper 
in eye&ight than any other denizen of the forest, th(?y 
soon observed me, and, rising in a panic, mailed off with 
their beautifully steady Hight towards the river, the 
gorgeous plumage of the cock flashing In the eon— six 
feet ol living gold and purple ! 

Another rustle, and a lierd of spotted deer came trotting 
over a little eminejiee ahead, kd by a well- ant leied buck, 
with twii jnme goud ones bringing up the rear- Entinrly 
taken up by the noi^ of the bcatcrsj they never observed 
me, and, parsing witliin fiitecu paces of my elephant, 
di^ap[>eHrcd in the jungle. I could haive shot any one, or 
perhapi* two, of the buck;^, but seeit^g what was more 
mtere»ting at the time, held my hand. This was a troop 
of baboons — hoary-bearded old fellows, and matrons with 
their young ones lu their arms — who were perched on the 
trees ahead, and had already commenced their angry 
warnings that the ttijers were there. 

Then came tlie glorious moment of excitement — ampte 
reward for days of boc»tlcsj* toil- The tigress came sneaking 
along amongst the bushes that fringed the nali, and, 
halting about aisty paces off, turned round her head for a 
moment towards the beaters. Steady now ! the bottom 
of the neck ia exposed, and the sight of the big rifle bears 
full upon the proper spot. Bang ! and with a giugliug 
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roar, over slie rolls into the nilA. Is it she * or the devil, 
or what ? CertaiJily she fell ; but, (rom tfie very spt>t. she 
Htood ou, bouutia fuilh the imafe of harself, with MixkI 
poiirmg hi torrents from a gaping wourid in the iictk ! 
More still : u third leaps the nlila juat in front of my ele- 
phant, and the junglo sccmB alivo with tigere. I hod in- 
nUintly exchanged the single (or the double rifle, and a5 
this one passed lue ai fuU speed, I rolled her over with a 
br«lcen back and a bullet through the fihoulder, Meantimo 
the wounded one had dirtapi>eared behind me, and 1 pro- 
ceeded to inspect the field, and count the killed and 
wounded. The last shot wos n euh; »o was the one that 
had rolled into tht^ ti6l& to the first sliot; and it ivus the 
eld tigreiHs thjit hiid e^^iipcd Wliiiid mc. TIjik whs nil a 
mystery, till I found that the first one was »hot through 
the heart, thfl ball cntc^riiig through the ribs, whereas, the 
first tiger 1 had tired at veaa standing almost facing me 
when 1 pulled ; and then it wee explained. One ball, the 
crashing two-ounce one, hud passed through the tigreRa, 
and killed cub No. I on the other aide. 

My little elephant, a female called Kali, quite uutried. 
which I had borrowed from the Jubbulpllr commiB&ariat, 
had behaved nobly. Curling her trunk out of harm's way, 
and placing her sturdy fore-legft firnily before her, she 
»Et<jod like a rock in the loidst of all the noise (for the trio 
rourw! like very bulU of BaHhiin). 1 hiwl llieii-fore [lerfect 
confidence in proceeding to fulluw up the wounded tigresa. 
Wo fioon foiind blood in plenty leading ^ong the nal& 
towardt? the hilb. I had taken the precaution of placing 
Boouts on all the principal trees, some of whom had seen 
her trrosfl an open space and enter the niU where it de- 
bouched from a cleft In the hill-fjde; she was going quite 
strong, they said, although bleeding freely from the neck- 
On inquiry I found that the gorge in the hill was a mere 
otd'de-sac, hoving no exit at the other side, except on to 
an elevated phiteau, a0 bare a« my hand, which a wounded 
tiger woidd never dare to faL'e, There woa no doubt, 
therefore, that she bod stopped in this gully and would 
fight, so I proceeded to make armngprnents^ for the attack, 
l^e fiibt tlung done waa to seiKl men up the biU, by a 
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ciTCuitoUH route, to post tliemselvea cm trees all round the 
top of the ravine, as outlooks. This done. 1 advaDccd 
along the iidia till 1 found the blood again, which I followed 
up e!ow!y» keeping a bright look out ahead. The ravine 
wa» densely eovcred on both bnnka by cliunp^ of bambou 
iimglc. and I Lad just reiielied the fir^t of Uie»e wh^n up 
jumped the tigreM with a rtmr, nnd galloped of! ns fn»h aa 
ever towards the head of the ravine ; 1 had two snap shot« 
at her, which made her speak still louder, but othGrwitc 
had no effect- The people above now ahouted out thai 
she had again laid down hiaher up the u&\& among some 
hambood half-way up the oanks. It would not do to 
approach her in thi** position from below, a« a charge would 
probably have resulted in a general roll to the bottom of 
the ravine; eo, with considerable labour, we elimbcd up 
to the table-land, and weut round till wc were right above 
her. Heie, howeverj the bank was too sttjcp to ailmit of » 
descent; so, getting a supply of stones into the howdah, I 
romnienced bombarding the bamboo clumps, and at the 
third shot the tigress charged out. On ahc came within 
twenty pftcet^, when her heart failed her ; she turned sharp 
off to the left, and I got two pretty fair shots at her, which 
told loudly, but still she went on as strong as ever. This 
time she crossed tjiiite over to the opposit« sade of the 
ravine, and ascended the bank, as if witn the intention ol 
boltijig acrnsB the open ground. The scouts kept shouting 
out to niG to come roimd, which I did, and found them in 
a terrible panic, for the tigress, seeing them on the trwa, 
kept walking about and eyeing them in a cat-and-mou;9e 
sort of manner, growling fearfully and lashing her tail 
abouti The first of them I csvmc to told me fthe waa then 
lying down at the foot of a tree further on, watching two 
G6nds in ths branches. I soon reached the place: the 
wretched G6uds were too much frightened to s<H?ak, but 
pointed to the ground below the tree» and sat jabtiering 
like monkeys aa I approached. I now made out the taU 
of the tigress impatiently switching up and down; she 
herself boing crouched in the long grass, I could not see 
her body. On perceiving the elephant she junijied up, 
and, QL^diig a sitorl vim forwardft, crouched again. We 
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steadily advanced, and, fiiidiDg slie cuuld not put us to 
flight, Ahe took to it herBell, and suddenly bounded ugniii 
towards th« ravin«. 1 had another shot as ^c was di^op- 
poftring over the baiik. This time it was the large rifle, 
ftiid she caught it unmistakably; for, on coming to the 

Elflco where she had vanished, we could hear her down 
plow, growling and struggling on the ground. The de- 
scent hexp was more gradual, though the bamhoo rover 
WHS dreadfully thick. The elephant was sliding down on her 
haimobcs, etnnes and earth rotli/ig down before her The 
growling grew deejjer as we deeooufled, and the noise of 
struggling 4;eased, n» if the tigross luul lolletled LerseH for 
i\ last charge. The Immbou stcnw kept whipping ni*? in the 
fate aa I stood in the howdah with my double smooth-bor« 
ready for the coup dc grace. My face wae Boon covered 
with blood, and my shooting-jacket torn to ribande. A 
raging thirst parched my throat, for I had now been some 
five hourH in the f*un ; and my hat havinc Iwen swept of! 
on firflt entering the bambnos, \ts rays had been for some 
time beating lull on my unprotected ^kull. 1 felt my head 
begin to fjwim, and the bamboo 3tcrD& to danoc before me 
in an indistinct maze* Had it lasted much longer, I feel 
certain I must have bad a sunstroke ; but the last act was 
playing out- Crash went the elephant into a dense clump 
of bambooA; a jagged ntem seised me by the neck; and 
aa 1 tallied my hand to disengage it, the roar of the tigieaa 
bur^t forth in my very face ; a atrtpcd form rose in the 
centre of the clump, in the act of bounding on the elephant' ^ 
head. Loaiimg uver the railiug of the bowdith, I lev^lletl 
tlip gun, doubki-nholtcd in both barrels, at her chest; 
and the next moment was shouting out : " For Uod'a sake, 
bring that claret and water^ will you, and come down, 
half-a-dozen of you, and tiike up tins carcaee I " 

So I bagged tlie whole family, to the no small delight 
o{ the cattJe-keepers of the place. 

A large panther was making hinwflf very troiiWesome 
at that time in the neighbourhood of the Julbuhntr and 
Afandl& rood. He hiid killed eoveral children in different 
villages, and promised, unless suppressed, to become a 
ragnlsr num-eater, I encamped for a>ome days in the 
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^Uiu;;bl)r>tirlino4l of his haunts, and the very fint night the 
Tilliui] had nbe impudence to kill and drag away a good- 
sised baggage pony out of my camp. The mkht being 
worm, I w^^ sleeping outsido, for the &&kc of coomC66, and 
was awakened by the nying, gurgLug nom ctoBO to my 
bed. It was too dark to see; so I pulled out the revolver, 
that m those uncerffiiti times alvrayr^ lay under my pillow, 
and fired olT a couple of shnt« to srare the intruder. Gettin" 
a light, 1 waa rehcved to find it was only the pony, instead <rt 
a human heing, a^ I had half feared, and we pioceeded to 
inT6Btigat« the condition of the deceased. 

The bmte had seizwi hirii by the nerk, whirli wa-s di^ 
lopftt^d; Ihe jugular \vi\s also divide*!, and he hml evi- 
dently been drinking the blood when my ahots, or perhaps 
the light, scared him off. The night was too dark for any 
attempt to kill the panther, who» moreover, had probably 
been scared completely away from the neighbourhood of 
the camp. It was, however, very probable that he would 
return next evening in quest of the pony before it waa too 
dark to nhoot, and I was persuaded by the old shik&Ti to 
ait up on a " mochan " and watch for him. A small 
n4Ia ran from tho river nearly up to the oamp, as is always 
the case when a misadventure like this occurs. This I 
had overl<ioke<l when seleding a site far niy i^ent. We 
dragged the carcaae, ^nthout touching it ourselves, to the 
head of this nalA, where there was a convenient trce« The 
ahikari— an old hand at this sort of work -etrev.-ed the 
ground for some paces round tlie pony with fresh white 
wheat-chaH, which he said would not prevent the panther 
corning to feed, while it cerUinly rendered the chance of 
hitting in the dark much greater; and about sunset he 
Bnd I book our plaeea on the maehan. There was small 
chance of the panther makirif,' his appearance so early in 
the evenings su I comiuenL-ed n whi>*[>ered conversation 
with the old man about machan-ahooting in general, which 
he eridently coUKiilMcd the finest, sport in the world, as 
wcU as the aafcj^it. He Wivs full of stories of curious events 
that had occurred to hiniscU and others ; and told me many 
as we i=at through the long hours tflfrcthcr, of which I only 
remembeied one next morning suf&cieuUy ^ell i<j uul« it 
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lown ID my loiirDal, Somehow we got- on tlie sulijret of 
niftn-eatmg tigers, and I happened t-o ask liim if lie had 
ever watched for a man-eater over the body of a man he 
hod killed. 

" Yes/' said h&, " but I didn't much fancy it, aa it stink* 
abominably, and, bej^ides, I don't care to have more to do 
with ghosts than I can help, after what happened to 
Vkdkm 8ingh. ThAkfir of Ponhrl." 

With much pressing, I got him to t^ll me this wonderful 
tflle, which WAS much aa follows : — " The village of Ponhri, 
about thirty co9s from here, was haunted a few ycari* ago 
by ft perfect tihiUi7i of a man-eating licer. He was very old 
and very ciiiming. There were two ghfitis that led from the 
village to the open country, and on the hill between thcfio 
he used to live. Whenever he saw any porscna leave the 
village, he would rush acrons to the gh^t they nelected, and 
waylay them there ; springing out with a roar, and carrying 
off one of the party like a flash of lightning. Often did the 
people of the village see him tha^ (^talking eome wretched 
traveller, and Bometimes were in time to warn him to take 
to a tree ; but still oftener the monster was too tuimiiifi fot 

im, and approached his victim in the ctealtliy manner 

Ly a man-eater can. He Bometimes left his post for a 
Few days, and was then sure tc be heanl of at ftome one 
of the surrounding \'illageft at his old tricksp The road by 
Ponhri waa soon completely blocked up, and no one would 

fiaiM that way, although it wat:i the high road to gcveral 
ar^ villager. The tiger »oon became straitened for food, 
aSj having become confirmed in his tajrte (or human fle«hr 
he cnuld now eat no wl.her; so he took tti frequenting the 
outskirts of the village, and two or tlurce times stalked the 
Ahccrs, wlio were driving home their cattle, up to the very 
dooni. The buflfaloeg, however, which you know do not 
in the least tear a tiger when in a body, alwa\'s discovered 
him and drove him off before he could do any miscluef. 
Thus repeatedly battled, the man-ealer conceived the 
bold idea of lying in wait for one of the cowherds in tua 
own house. Tlita he did, somehow managing to smuggle 
hiin»;elf in unobserved; and when the wretched man, 
after iwcuring lus chaise in their «hed, returned blithely 
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home to bis dinner^ just- as he reached the door forth 
mg the terrible ^ctmrge of the \il!age, and, ijicing oR 
tc hills with the Aheer in his horrid jawa, dtsappeAred 

In ftn iimtaDt I 

'* It waa about th^ hour of sunset, and most of tho 
villagers retuxued from their work were collected I>y thD 
image of MAhS,Jeo, under the vilhige [)C]nd irci.% di.scus?smg 
le eventA of the day. Amongst them was a Cldnd Thainir, 
Led F4dam Singh, who had kilied his tiger, and was 

^neequently considered the villago authority on sporting 
matters. H^ was a man of determination, as his after- 
conduct will show, and at once proposed that they should 
prof.ee<l in a hody and resriie the remain* of thoir fellow- 
villager from the maw of the spoiler. Arming thomaclvcd 
aa beat they could, and taking all the drums and other 
noisy inetruments in the viihige^ they aallied forth and 
approached the spot where the man-eater hud retired to 
devour the Aheer. Bold and undfiuiited as the tiger is 
when hiniseli the a^ressor^ the moat terrible man-catfir 
wants the courage to stand the approach of a body of men 
like this; so he retreated (as, indeed, the villagers very well 
knew he would). They found the corpse half eaten, the 
upper half remaining untouched. Pfidim Sbigh, the 
posseRHor of the only matchlock in the place, prupOiit?d 
that the remains should be left untouched, that he might 
sit up in a tree, and, awaiting the return of the tiger, rid 
the village for ever of the pest. To thie the dead man's 
relations yielded an unwilling aasent, and P^dfim Singh 
was left to the gfuistly compsiny of the corpse, perche<l high 
on a neigld*onring tree. Ere long the niar-eai'er rMnmed, 
a»d the Thakiir watched his approacli with immonsc satifl- 
faction from his lofty position. Tlic tiger approached 
within eighty yards or ao — thirty too far fur a mire aim with 
the rude matcfilutk. Then he pao^d, and to his hiiiTor 
the Thaki^r hhw the mutilated corpse slowly mhw its right 
arm, and point with a warning gesture at biniself ! On 
the t<ignal, the man eater instantly disappeared in tho 
jungia Transfixed with horror^ the Thakiir remained 
glued to the tree. Shortly the tiger again returned, and 
iwnie mule waming given hy Uw dead man. 
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p f i^er clWppearinc as before, A Iiriglit i(k>a now sinick 
the Tijiikijr, who hna somewhat recovered his senses, and 
outiiiig two sharp stakea with his knife, ho slipped down 
the tr<!0 and pegged both hands of the coq>ftft firmly to tlie 
grcund. Scarccfy had ho regained luj* p^jreh when liie man- 
eater again appeared; und, concluding from the ut>sence of 
the aigijul thwt thv tJitngt-r no Icngcr oxi?iU.*d, proceeded 
quietly to resume his horrid fcaat. He had buried his 
jftWB in the neck of the corpse, when the matchlock of the 
avenger flashed forth its contents. Struck full on the 
idiouider by the two bullets with whit^h Piid4m Singh had 
loaded hia weapon, the dreaded roan-eater rolled over 
dcjid on the b(x1y of his lai<t \iciini/* 

It is lingular how widely spread is this superstition 
regarding the maltee agaitist their fellows entertained by 
the spirit** of persons killed by wild bca«tfi. According 
to Sir J- Liibboi.'kf iimny other navngii races, besides tho{*e 
of India, have entertained it; and it will be seen furl.her 
on that it forms the ground of a singular ceremony among 
the wild Bygafl of the Mandla district. 

ITie panther of course never came to the carcase of the 
pom% I never saw aji anima) do so yet; but I have, 1 
confetw^ only tried it a few times. Some 8port*jnen have 
been very succt'ssfnl m thisniJKhan-ph(K>ting by nigh( ; but 
it would be poor fun even if one killed a tiger every nights 

Sambar were extremely numerous at that time on the 
hills on both sides of the valley, but particularly on the 
north Hide, Shots at them could be procured by driving 
almost any of the bills with beat«rs, and I killed a number 
of them both this way nnd by f^talklng. Although it was 
near the end of the montli of April, w!icn, accordnig to 
tbeorv* both sdmbat and flpottm deer should have cost 
their nom*, yot, out of the immense number of both apeciea 
thai I saw on thU trip, only onu t^uiinUir, and tw<> <ir tl»n>e 
spotted bucbt. were without lionu. Some of the most 
intcicsting aport I h/ivc had in this valley htts been in 
coureing the E^mbar with d-jga. During this trip I (ell in 
with a gang ol G6nd woodcutters, who posse^^sed a number 
of fine large red-coloured dogs^ with the aid of which they 
were able to run down and apear many deer and wild pigs. 
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This red br«ed of pnriaha ia certainly the indigeoooB 
one of theac parte, wlicthcr or not, aa I siispectt deeceaded 
from the wild Bpocics which frequent those iun^es. The 
large parti-c^loured aninmk, Been about Hindis villAjies 
in tlie open valley, were prtibiibly iiiip<.jrted iilfing with 
their masters. The wild dogs live in pa^ks of fifteen or 
twenty, and prey exclusively on game, ninzung down all 
Bortfl of deer like a pack of hounds. Wlion? a pack hae 
been limiting for any time, most of the game naturally 
disappeitrs. This applies to the tiger even» which they 
are 8aid to attack wherever thpy meet him. Tigers would 
naturally follow the herds of deer on which they prey, ii 
they were moved by the wild dogs; bat there i& such a 
conBonsns of native opinion as to the wild pack actually 
bunting, and even son^etimes killing tigers, that it is 
difficult altc^ether to discredit It. 1 do not believe tlwt 
any number of the dogs could overcome a tiger in fair 
fight; but 1 think it quite poaaible that they might stick 
to him, and wear him out by keeping him from hia natural 
food. Many etories are related of tigers climbing into 
trees (which of course \s quite against their nature) to 
e^'iipe fruiTk them; »,nd I once -silvv the buries nt a tigtr 
lying on a ledge of rock^ where more than one person aA^uretl 
me that they had seen him Ij'ing surrounded by a large 
pack of tho wUd dogs. 

The wild dog of thiA part of India^ la about the eixe of 
a yniKll setter, and the cohmr of the old " muatard "* breed 
of terrieis. In fihape, however, he ifi more 'vulpine than 
any European breed of dogn, with a long, sharp face, erect 
but not vcn,' long or pointed cars, and alouching tail never 
raised higher than the line of the back. In theee respects 
he very much rcaeinblea the red pariahs above mentioned, 
the ninat notici?«ble distinction being that the hitter raiwe 
their taik fit times n gotxl deal higher, with Homething of 
n curb Very often, however, and particularly when moiing 
faat, the panahs carry their tails juat like the vn\d dog ; and 
so elose IS sometimes the resemblance between them, that 
I remember on one occasion, near Mamlla, I allowed what 
afterwards proved U:> be leallv a wihl ilog to escape from 
before tny ride, an he trottecl across the road before me. 
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thinking liini h> be one of thoAo red pariahs strayed from 
some village. There in of froiirae the conftiderahle cJia- 
tinrtion, that the wild dog caimct bark, while the tame 
one can. But how readily tlie voice of the latter reverts 
the howl of the wild animal must have beon remarked 
every tmn w1k» has pa^^t^eil by a village when tliey wime 
forth ti> salut* him. 

But to return to our muttons. I arranged with the 
owners of some of thc^e red dog£> to have a moniing'a 
s&mbar hunting with them, ai^si^ted by two c&piutl houndji 
of uiy own, ScouU were out before daybreak, »nd nmrked 
down a. herd of about twenty s&mbar on a Hpiir which 
hitted out into the plain from the main range of hdla. 
fhifl spur WdA covered with Mhowa treest the deciduoua 
flower:!^ of which have a Btrong attraction for all Aort« of 
deert as waII aa Iwars and t>6nds. The former come long 
dUlances at night to eat the flitwer^ that drop in ffreat 
prtifufion &« aoon as ripe. Brum, if Uytj late for the fea^t, 
Mvingno objection to scramble np und get Home for him 
solt The plan waa to send a strong body of beaters rouud 
to the necK of the spur, while we were to poat oureelvea 
with the dogs where it ended in the plain, I call it plain, 
but it was HO t»nly cummrativiJy speaking. Broken and 
tre-ftcherou!* " nHton-?*oif '' it w&8, mtersected by numeroiiH 
n&las, and about a^ bad ground Co rido over ad oould well 
be wiBhcd. 

We wore wending our way down a somewhat precipitous 
pathway that led from tbe village to the i»eeiie of operatiuiuf, 
when the 06nd to whoDi I waw talking dropped behind oil 
sorac pretence or other, and shortly sSterwards wc passed 
one of the primitive altars thoy erect near almoet every 
pathway. This consiHts of a platform of hard mud. on 
which are constructed, of the same material, small modeU 
of the necessary implementa of their siniple life, such as a 
oooking'plare, flat plat<^, etc. Near the platform ia a 
stake planted in the ground, from which project two wooden 
ann6> drilled with holes; through the^c a peeled wand is 
pasftod^ the top of which is decorated with a »itreamer of 
doth. Cltcw by is a i-aini of st^mr.^, Ut wliirli vvery 
r<by adds another. These altars arc generally erectm 
to the names of some one of their race who bore a aaintly 
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n^piitAtion during Hfc. and offerings plated on them are 
supposed to propitiate hU spirit. On this cMM^asicni tlic 
G6iid who had dropped behind, and who was the leader 
and coDcoct4jr of the present hunt, stopped before tbt? 
nltaj" ; and^ after a prostration, extracted mmi tHe folds of 
his waistcloth, and placed on the pUv-e constructed for such 
puipoaes, a peeled onion ! Each of the band then added a 
Btone to the heap, muttering at the c>ame time something 
I could not make out, and paased on, Thi& was for luck. 
We Roon reached our station, and taking up a pniperly 
concealed position, awaited the apprtiach ul tlie game. 
Tl]e beaters had a long way to go roimd, and we had waited 
about an hour when their voices began to be heard, aa 
they advanced in a long lino that etreu-hed completely 
across the spur. They were still about a quarter of a mil© 
off, when I made out that something iinexpet^ted baii 
occurred, by their ehouta suddenly ceasing, and then 
breaking out into a terrific and concentrated yell ! By 
my glaR9 I saw that aome of them had t*kcn to trees, and 
that all wore looking down the hill-tide to the left of the 
line. Advancing my Dollond in that direction, I made out 
some black objects trundling down the hill, anil a f«w 
iTicmenta afterwards, as they eineiged on ilie phiin, 1 aaw i 
that they were a bear and two cuba ; they were making for ^| 
another spur of the hill that ran parallel to the one we were ~ 
beating, at a distance of about half a mile. Between ibem 
ran the dr}* bed of a n&lS, formed of a natuml pavement 
lA huge flagstones, and strewn with boulders that had baen 
rolled down from the hillfi above. Jumping on my pony, 
I started up this nala at a ratthng pace, scrambling and 
sliding in a most wonderful manner over the stones, till 
I again caught sight of the bears going leisurely about 
two liundred yards ahead, I had gained about fifty mure 
on them before they saw me, and was just going to pull 
up and tire, when they set off at a shambling gallop, which, 
owing to the badness of the ground, soon left mc far in the 
rear. Coming to a better place, I rapidly gained on them 
again, but the hill was too near, and I was full one hundred 
aad fifty jiaces behind whe-ii they eumineUi^ed the ascent, 
i^d]ing up, i administered my two barrels with as much 
Htcadiucsti as my panting ateed would admit of ; the second 
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snot toid 30tnewher«, as Untifiecl hy the growU it elicit^ 
fmni Uin did ''»lic," but it wu^ too tnr fnr sucb u 4imT> 
ptlmt, »iiiJ tliuir iih>vciiit.'tit3( w^ritiid lu Im mily a.LTiO*^mtefl. 
Throwing my bridle over a branch, 1 was rcloaderl in a few 
seconds, and scrambling up in Bruin's tracks^ I heard thcra 
above mo on the hill-dde rustling among the dried loaves, 
but could not get another shot ; nor did I find any blood. 
This wa«* very imlucky, for if I had liad a Ruttpicion of 
the.r^ lieine I»*ai^ on the hill, I would never have taken 
up th'? position 1 did, as a bear wuuld break back through 
an urmy ol beatei^ lather tbau take to an open plaiii> 
whoro he has no stronghold to mnko for, Tho bear is 
very sweet upon the Mliowa, and th^se had evidently 
come down to feed on it; for, liad they Leen regular resi- 
dent*, the villagers must have been aware of it from seeing 
their tracks and cxcaYdtions, 

The beaters, who had suspended operations to mtness 
tho result of tho bear cImBo, now roBumed their beating, 
while I rode slowly along the bed of th<.' n&USi, in case There 
might he any mor^r uf the (amily Ivft. W« h&d reached 
within about two hundred yardfl of where the dogs were 
conceated, when I observed a dun hide glance between two 
I>a6lie6i and shortly afterwards the whole herd of siinibar 
filed slowly down the faoo of tho hill ludeeiBion »till 
Kwaiyed them, and, fearing lent th«y might yet brciik btiek, 
I fired off my rifie; at the liame time u round htmw from 
thfl beatera rolled down the hill among them, and down 
they galloped straight for the hounds. The (i6ndfi, m their 
eagemosB, slipped their dogs too soon, and about half the 
herd broke back through the b«^atere after all; the reat 
took ai3rosA the plain iu the direction of the spur the bears 
had rem-heil. Snouting tn my man to let Ioom^ the grey- 
hounds, as the deer were in full view, I started oS at the 
bcrtt pace I could muster over such ground. Hud it not 
bean for my own dogs, tho sambar would probably havo 
reached the hills and been safe; but, aa it was, they shot 
ahead of the Gondi pack, and the s&mbar, finding they 
could not make the hilU, turned off towards the river- By 
cutting otT an angle here 1 gained a good deal on the chase^ 
aad could 8ce that my hounds, dog and bitch, were well up* 
The dog is a heavy, powerful* lUmpur hound, while tho 



4 



I . 



292 THE HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDU ■ 

bitch, more lightly made, has considerably the speed of ^^ 
Iiim. As I c'liiim up, ^lic niftcle h g^ilhtut vu»\i at Uie hind- ^ 
m*wt stag, and, spniiging at his hock^, t}«v.r aiul (Ir^ rollvtd ^^ 
over together, She wanted power, however; and, before ^ 
the dog was up to help her. the stag was up and pegging 
away as fast aa ever. Two or tlireo of the Gondi dogs now 
joined in at a reepectfiil distance, but going as if they 
meant somethiua. Shortly afterwards 1 came up to a 
deep n^lAj and miSFiing tlir. pasn by which the deer ami dogs 
had crossed, lost a deal of di&tancc in trying to find it out. 
Everywhere eiae the hank was about twenty foot deep, and 
nearly perpendicular. At last I found the place, and 
croftsmg over, had the satisfaction of finding that I was 
utterly alone, dog*t and deer having disappeared. 

I knew the direction of the river, and rode for that, 
but aeon got into the bbyiinth of n^Ua that fringe its bed, 
and had the greatest dithcutty in forcing my nag through 
amongst the bambooa. The nalas themj^lveb were a 
pDrfect puzzle; in and out and round about, they twi^ud 
like the alleys in Fair Rosamond's bower; and I >;(?\'eral 
times found myself in the place 1 had just left. At lofft 
I got into the bed of one of the principal of them, that 
led straight dowri to the Narbadit; and, by dint of ooott*- 
eionally putting my Jiead under my pony's n«ck and 
forcmg him thr'ui^h the bamboos, and here and there 
leaping a falleji tree, 1 soon emerged on the shingly bunks 
of the river, and, pulling up to listen, I thought 1 beard a 
faint yelp far, far up the stream. 

A broad belt of sand and shingle intervened between the 
jungle and the shrunken river, along which I galloped for 
about a mUe, the baying of tlie dugs becoming mure and 
more distinct as I rode. A few miuutes after, 1 reat^he^l 
the ficene of conflict — a shady nook of the river, arched in 
by the maaaive boughs of trees, intcrspctficd "ftith tlic 
feathering stcm±^ of the bamboo, A giant forost-troo lay 
felled by the brink of the pool, worm-eaten and water- 
logged, afli if it IialI lain there for centuries, and bey*Mid ^j 
tbiB stood the &tag at bay» cheat deep in the water Fonr^| 
of the tifindi doga and my greyhound bitt^b were Iwiying ^^ 
him from the log; and juftt ati I arrived a black little 
G&nd, apear in hand, emerged from the forent and ]umi>ed 
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on t^* t^f! ticc. Two or thre* prodfi he nmdc iit liirn with 
hia weapon failed to reach Iiim; artd he was juet about to 
leap into the water when the greyhound, encouraged by our 
amval, made a fierce leap at the stag, falling short by 
about a yard of l^er int*n:le<l mark. Instantly the deer 
bounded turward, and with ]m tore-feet, slrurk the hound 
imder i-vater; hut in so doing he forgot hift Ft^nr«» and 
exposed his flank within fitriking ^iidi^rnce of his human foe. 
Tho apear was buried twice in hia fiide, and the dark water 
was streaked with trimaon as the blood poured from tlie 
woundti. The poor brute now tries to Htru^ule to the shoie, 
hut in vain; the dogs are upon him in a oody^ and their 
united weight bean* nini down; a few more spear-thnifttfi, 
and the gallant stag in bubbling oitt hid life urtdcr wut«r. 

Tlic diat+inc;s run must have been about four milcflt but 
I had ridden pn>bftbly double that di«t^nce. The tlogw 
were u gtjod d<.-^l douu up, an the beat wnn by ibis tituu 
tnmendoim; but a swint in the river^ and h^df an hour in 
the cool dhadc made them all right again. These Oondi do^ 
must have wonderful noAoa to follow deer by acent over 
the burning ground at full speed, aR they are aaid to do. 
They had not. much trouble on this occasion, a* the grey- 
hound bi1<h bad never loi^t flight of the stag to the finish, 
and cut nut thL^ work fur the othcm- 

At other timea 1 have had excellent ^ort with the fine 
breed of doga poaseaaed by the Banjara carriers rcferrexl 
to in a former chapter, Ii the m\A dog were available to 
breed from, a still oetter hound for flintbar-huutinK might 
probably be obtained. With more regular orffanitiation, 
better liog^, and more sportemen, &4mbar-huiLt4ng in this 
country might' give admirable aport. The best breed, if 
the wild dog ie, oa is probable., unavjuhblc, would be the 
cross between the Scotch deerhouud and the BanjArA dog, 
the [uniier Iwidg the mother. Pupa of a Baufcani bitch 
almoi^t invariably grow up with " vernacular " Aabit«, and 
a hatred of Europeans. A real pperimen of the Banjara 
should however oe selected, and thiii 13 not easy, the 
breed having got much mixed witJi the common village 
pariati dog. The tnie Banj&rJ^ ia a fine, upstanding hound, 
of about tweiity-^ight inches high, ut.-rienuly bUrl< mottled 
with gray or blue, with a rough but oUky ooat, a high- 
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hv^i]^ Jioiinfl-like heady and wftll ^atliered 0» ears, legs, and 
tail. Tie sliowa a g^x^d deal of ri^aemblancc to the Persian 
groyhound, but is stouter built, and with a squ&rcr muzsle. 
Probably this wandering rac« of gipsies niflv have brought 
the origiimly with tliGiii from vr^^steni Asiii, the Hub^quent 
inDdification of them being due to a croes with some of 
the indigenous breads. The Banj&ra bre^d pofwesseA 
indomitable pluck, can go about ae fast aa a foKhound, and 
will run all day. Hia nose is superior to tliat of any other 
domestic breed in a hot climate ; but he want-s better speed 
ft>r cuursing deein nnd attachment to EurcjiK^uu^. 

ITie conimon black sloth-bear of the plains of India ^ 
is very plentiful in the hilJa on either aide of the Narbadu. 
between Jubbulpur and Mandla, Indeed, there are few 

Crlfl of those highlands where a bear may not at any time 
met nith. Tliey are generally very harmlea* imtil 
attacked, Hvinp on roots, honey, and insecta, chiefly white 
ants, which they dig out of their earthen hillorka. The 
natives call them ifdam-zdd, or *' eona of men." and, con- 
fiidering them half human, will not as a rule molcel them. 
Really, their absurd antica almost justify the idea. Some- 
timeg, however, a bear will attack very savagely without 
prt)vcxiation — generally, when they are come upon suddenly 
and their road of escape is rut oK, As a rule, m frequented 
parte, they do not come out of tlicir midday retreats, in 
caves and dense thickets, until nightfall; but, in remoter 
tracts they may be met with in the middle of the day. 
1 WttA once charged by four beara all at once, wliirh I bad 
come upon near the high-road between Jubbulpur and 
Uamc>h. feeding under a Mhowa tree. 1 had two gun^ and 
hit three of them; bat had to bolt from the fourth* who 
chased me about a hundred yat!ds> and then dived into 
a ravine. Returning to the scene of action, I fomid one 
hitting at ttic Foot of a tree, bewailing Iilh fate in most 
melanclioly whines, and finished hini with a ball in the 
ear. The other two had gone down the elope of a hill, and 
I started o3 to head them. The ground was rocky and 
ver^ slipjwry, and I had not gone far wlicn I fell, my rifle 
alidnm hkuv down the hill, to the ccn^iduralik* 
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by ilitit of htinl running, arrivp*] ahove and pamllpl to the 
beftHH, and cnmmenced a niimiiig fight with tnem» in whirh 
my cliancei* woiiid have been a good deal tetter hftd 1 
had a brccch- inateail of a muzzle -foadcn As jl was, 1 had 
to keep one barrel uniired in case of a oharge, and peg 
away at long intervals witli the otI»LT, At hwt, ttne of 
them oamc round tip the bill at me, rising on his liind-lc^gn, 
puUing down branches, and dancing and spluttering in 
fio lucUcrouB a manner, that I could ecarccly shoot lor 
laughter. When 1 did^ he got both barrels through the 
chetit, and t^ubaided. I never got the other, fta tt had 
sufTicipnt headway to ew^ape into *iome hollow nx-ks near 
the river-aide- A wounded bear will ofteTi ciiarge with 
great determination. He comefl on like a great cannon- 
ball ; and the popular idea, that ho will riao on hid lund-]c^ 
in time to give a sliot at the " horse-shoe " mark on his 
chest, tn penetrnt-e wliith is fat-al, is, as a nJe, a misUke* 
But a shot, wtien he is ten or fiftt'cn yardrt off. will nt'arly 
always turn, if it docs not kill him. The most succeasiul 
way of getting bears is to got up very early, and go up to 
some coiiLman<llng po^tion^ that overlool^ the pathways 
taken by the iimnialH on their return from the low ground^ 
where they go nightly to feed. They can then either l>e 
intercepted, or niarkei:! into ftome covt^r, and afterwards 
beaten out. It is a eport of which a little is great fun : but 
one soon tires of it, the animals being generally so ca^^ly 
killed, and (iinii*-hing neither trophy (an Indian bearskin 
being a poor affair) nur food. MoBt sportsmen et^ long 
come tx) agree with the native**, and let the ddam-zdd alone, 
except when they turn up by accident. 

It was in these junglos that 1 Urst saw the great rock 
pvihon of India, which is the subject of so many wonderful 
t&les, I was following the traek of a woiuided deer, and, 
the day lieing veiy hot, had mt>unted my horsi*, a rhentnnt 
Arab, from whirh 1 could shoot., carrying a rJJle, The 
hortsc almost trcd upon him, l>'ing on a narrow pathway, 
ftud started baek with a snort, oa the great snake slowly 
twisted him*>lf off the road, and down the elope of the hill, 
along wliit'h it wound. A loud rustling, and here and thcru 
the wa\'e of & fold in the gmiw, told me that si:imething was 
moving down the bank, and I forced the horse after it, very 
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imwillm^jr on liis port, ttD with s loud his^ and a svi&h of 
\m foldfl, the fierpent guthercd htm?9elf into a gre^l cimI, 
just under the horse's noee, A very impleawnt aotuid, 
like the boiling of a big kctttc. came from the gathering 
iTramid of t:m\s, and I lo^^t bo time in leaning over and 
both baireb of the rifle into the mass, at the same 
t^nte drawiitg the horhe liock to the pithway, as 1 did not 
know the cu.^t^imer [ had to deal with. The anake made off 
down the IiJII, and my horse refused to follow, so that, 
before 1 euidd dii^mount and get down on foot, all trace of 
Ikim wa« lost. I was taken by gtirpn^e, or should perhaps 
iave made a better business of it. My impression was 
ihat the t-iryitiire was about twenty-five feet long, of u 
leaden colour, and about as thick as a large man*5 thigh. 
I liave acen one killed in the same jungles, which measured 
aixteen feet in length. They are of a very &lu(igifib dis- 
poiution, and do not molest man. The stones of their 
swallowing spotted deer wkole^ antlem and all, I believe 
to be utt^ mytfis. 




ito»i0 or »r^Tm> bncR> [SoaU^ oM^tnth.) 
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THE bAl FOItESTS 

AbOTI Mandla, tho valley o£ the Narbada opcna out 
into a wido upland country, the main river, between this 
and jHbbulpiir, joined by few and unimportant tributaries, 
bero radiiitniff like the fingers of a IiaTid, and dminiiig 
tlie raiiiTMl of an ext-eriflive triangular plat^Ati^ known a« 
the Mandl^b district. These converging valleys rise in 
elevation towards the south* where they terminate in a 
transvarso ranpe of hills, wliich send» down spuria between 
them^ subdividing the drainage. Tlic valley>» theui^elvtu 
al»o Kiitx^eiwivcly rise in general elevation, hy a Atep*Iilce 
formaiion from west to cast. Furthest to the west, that 
of tho Banjar river poaacsflOfl a general hdght of about 
2000 feet ; neact is that drained by tho HAIon and the Ph6n 
at about 2300; still further Ut the east the basin of the 
Klii>riner hiis risi-n ki about 28(X» iovX ; and farthest eiU<t of 
all ta the plat^jtu of AmarkanUk, ihts chief ftoiircis of tlic 
Nmrbada, which atfviin.s a general altitude* of about 3300 
feet* with smaller tlal'topped elevations rCAcIiiiig to iOOO 
feet above the sea. The hilly range which runs along the 
Houiheru border of the district ib called the M/kat, and 
overlooks, in a steep de^'pnt to the sonthwiuil. a fini low- 
lying country called Chattiagarh, or ** the land of thirtv-aix 
fort><." 

The elevated cradle of the infant Narbad&i thus described, 
eontaJa^ within it^ outer circle of hilln an area of not leas 
than 7000 square niili^; much of it, of course, of a broken 
and uncultumblc chanicter, but comprising also in the val- 
leys much of what may properly be called virgin soil of the 
finest qualitjH The MJlcat range, and the radiating spurs 
which separate the plateau, are mostly clothed with foresU 
of the s&l tree, wliich, here »s elsewhere, almost munopoUfiea 
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the parts ^hcre it gmwfi. inc m] aion« grows 
QuaEtity along with it. Some of the lulls aro DOT-crod witli 
tno ordinary epecioa of forest trees of otLcr pArta; the; 
species of vegetation aprwarinp, as I have said before, toi 
depend mucli tm tlit; genhigK:>i] fiirtiuitiuti. 

The vallftys tkemwives are gencmlly open and ftee 
from all utidetwood, dotted here and there by belta and 
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i^lntide of the noble &Si tree, and altogether poBseasitLjr much 
uf tho liijiiiteter iiR^nbcd Ut thr AnieiJciLU prairie?*. In 
their lowL^st puHjA tlie soil is dt^ep, hiack, and neb, covered 
with a growth of strong tall grasses. As the valleyfl merge 
into tlio hilly ranges, the aoi!a become lighter and re<lderj 
from the lateritic topping that here overliea the bai^ltic 
and granitic bases of the hills ; the grasses are le^ rank and 
\d m many places spnrjgs of cteiir cold water 
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lunolc cp, clotliiiij^ tlie country with Ijell* of perpciual 
vi^nlurc, and conferring on it an Jt^pect of frvshin^pi^ very 
remarkable m a country oE such coiiiparativcly »maU 
elevation in the centre of India, Even'thuig cumbincs to 
deprive this region oi the sterile and iniospitiLble appear- 
BJice worn by even most upland tracts during the hot 
peiuian. The sal tree in almost the only evergreen forest t 
liee in India. Tliroughnut the summer its glossy dark- 
green foliage reflects the tight in a thousand vivid tints; 
ftnd )URt whon all other vegetation ifi at itn woiflt, & few 
wctjkw before the gatee of heaven arc opened in the annual 
inon>MJOD» tie s&l seloL-ts its* opportunity of bursting into 
a fnvsh garment of i!ie brightJwb and softest gn?cn. The 
traveller who hap luigercd till that lafi* period in these 
wilds ia ch&rmod by the approach of a second spring, and 
it requires no slight effort to believe himself still in a troni- 
eaU country. The atmosphere has been kept huniid oy 
the mrnntuie from the broad sheets of water retained by the 
upland streamsj which descends nightly in dfiws on the 
open valleys- The old graases of the prairie have been 
burnt in tho annual conflagrations, and a covering of young 
verdure has taken their place. Now and thi^n th^ familiar 
note of the cuckoo * (identical with the European bird)^ 
and the v<ji<*ea of many birds, including the deep musicjil 
coo of the grand imperial pigeon, heighten the delusion. 
But for the bamboo thickets on the higher hills, whose 
light feathery foliage beautifully supplementfl the hefl\'ieT 
masses of the sal that ding to their »kirt.s. the scene would 
present nothing peculiar to the lamUcape of a tropical 
<»untry. 

The climate of these uplands is very temperate for this 
part of India, showing u mean of about 77 dcgreca of the 
thermometer during the hot season. The variation be- 
tween the temperature of day and night is, however, 
confuderablc, ranging from about 50 degrees to lOO degrees 
as extremes during tbe hot seaaon under canvas. It would 
of course be much more equable in a house, and the range 
ia also far leee on the faigner plateaux than in the lower 
valleys. In the cold season (which corresponds to our 
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winter) it f^noratly descends at nislit to (reojdng-poii 
the open air» riHing in a tent tio liiglier than 65 degr^c-A 
or 70 dcgrcca in the middle of the day. 

The country can flcarcely be said to be popaUted at all, 
except within a short distanco of Mandl^ it*«lf, where the 
rich aoi! has been cultivated by an oiitlyinf^ colony ot 
Hiiidi'in friint the Lower Narliada valliiy, I^Itiiirlln wiw at 
one time the ^at of one of the G6nd-Rujput ruling dynas- 
tica. and the remains of their forts and other building* 
fetJlI trowTi in crumbling decay the top of many a foro^, 
covered mound. 



n 



The (jIuDds are here a veiT poor and subdued nice, 
long *inoe weaiiftfl from flit^ir ynltl notioiis of freedom, with 
itft attendant hankhipa and seclusion; but stiH unreached 
by the influence of the geucra! advancement which has in 
some measure redeemed thcni in most parts from their 
state of practical serfdom ui the Kti[3enor races* The 
usually phnigfi with cattle, irstead of depending on t 
axe, and are nearly all hopelessly in debt to the mon<^ 
lenders, who speculate in the produce they miHC, The 
is no local market, and the difficulty of exporting grain 
over the seventy or eighty iniles of atpocioiis road to the 
open country is such thnt the price-s fihtained fur tJieir 
produce are eontemptible. Tl»ey eongregate in filthy 
little villages, ovemm by poidtry and pigs^ and innocent g 
of all attempt at conservancy. ^H 

Far superior to tliem in every respect are the still utterly^^ 
nnretkinied forest Bygas, another aborigUial race, whue« 
habitat is in the UUa uf the M^kat range and its spurs, 
which intersect these valleys. The same tribe extends 
over a vast range of forest-covered country to the wcfit 
of Mandia, where ^vc shEill aiibaoquently nnvt them again 
under the name of Bhiimiaa. A few Imve aoniewhat^j 
modified their original liabitti, and live, along with the^f 
G6nds, in villages lower down the va]Iey&. These Lave^^ 
been sLghtly tainted with Hindfiiam, ahavc their elfin 
locks, and call themselvea by a name demoting caste, B 
the real Byga of the liill ranges is still almost in a state 
of nature- They are verj- black, with an upright, dim 
thi>ugh exceedingly wiry frame, and showing leas of t 
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negretto tvpc of ff atAuc than any other of these wild lacos. 
Destitute of all clotliing but a sitiall utrip of cloth, or at 
most, when in Ml dioas, with the addition of a coarM 
cotton sheet worn cross-w-ise over the chast, with bng. 
tAngled, coal-hlack. Ldir, and (urniaLed with bow nj\(\ arrow 
and a keen little axe hit4*-he<i over the »houltier» the BygA 
is the verj' model of a hill Qboriginc. He scorns all tillage 
but the dliya <^lcaring on the mouDtain-stde, piUhing his 
neat habitation of Immboo wicker-work, like an c^agle's 
vyrie, on Bome biU-top or ledge of rock^ far abov*^ tlio valk-ys 
penetrated by pathways; and ekes cnifc the fruits of the 
earth by an unwearying pursuit of game. Full of courage, 
and accustomed to <lepcnd on each other, they hesitate not 
to attack every animal of the fonwt, including the tiger 
himiielf. Thev possess a most deadly poison wherewith 
they tip their little arrows of real ; »isu\ the nius^t pondrtroiis 
beast seldom go&s mfire than ;i mile, after being pierced with 
one of these> ^vithout fulling. The poison ia not an indi- 
genoufi one. but h brought and sold to them by tlio traders 
who penetrate these wSds to traffic in forest produce I 
bt'lieve it to be an exlmct of the root of Aco7iUn7n jerox, 
whieh ift u^ed for a AJmiW purpose by some of the tiibea 
of the eaAteni Himalaya. The flenHh is discoloured and 
fipoilt for some dUtance round the wound. ThiA ia cut 
out> and the te^t of the enrcfise m held to be whole-some 
food. Their bowg are made entirely of the bamboOi 
" string " and all ; they are very ncjit, and posst-w* wonder- 
ful po\\^r for their wae, A good shot among them will 
istriKc the crovm of a hat at filty yards. Their airows are 
of two eorts, those for ordinary use being tipped with a 

{ilaiu iron head, and feathered from the whig of the pea- 
owl, wlille those intended for poisoning and deadly work 
have a loo/ne head, rnimfi which the poison is wrapped, and 
which remaiud in the wound. Thej^ poiaoiied anowa 
are altogether lemarhably eimilar to thofte uecd by the 
Bushmen of South Africa* Their axes are alao of two 
sorts — one, like the ordinary axe* of the G6iid!*, for cutting 
woikI, ami tht! other, a much mor*- formidabli; Implement, 
called a iongid^ with a long »eimcirc.ular blade like an 
ancient battJc-aju in miniature. All the iron lor tlteae 
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wwiponfl, and for their agriciiUiiral iTiRtTuinenta, ia forged 
from the native ore of the hills, by a da;^ called AguriAa, 
who seem to be a flection of the G6nds. A Byod ha^ been 
kiiiiwii U* itiUnvii hikI <)Kstioy n tiger with no niTter ^''M{i<m 
thiin hift axe. This little weapon is filso used us a projectile, 
and the Bj'ga will thus knock ovei hares, peafowl^ etc,: 
with astonialiing skill. 

Though thus aechided in the wilderneag, the MandU 
Byg4 ia by no meaim extremely ghy, and will placidly go 
on cutting his dhya while a train of strangera is pa&sing nini, 
when a mid C>6nd or Korkt^ would have abandoned all and 
fled to the foi*c5t- They arc truthful and honcat almost 
to a fault, being terribly cheated in consequenoe in ihcir 
denliDgs wi(h the traders; and they possess the patriurelial 
form ol self-government still so perfi-ctly, Miat. nearly all 
their ilisputes arc Refctled by the elders without appeal, 
though these of couisc, under our alien sy&t^m^ poaeeas no 
legal authority. Serious crime among thorn la almost 
u^eaid of. The strangest thing about them ia that, 
though otherwise certainly the wildest of all theae races, 
they have no aboriginal language of their own, Hp^akrnff 
a rude dialect of which almost every word can be traced 
to the Hindi, They can also communicate vith tho 
Ginds in their language, though they do not use it among 
themselves. A similar case ia that of the BheeU. in the 
western continuation of these hJlb, who, though abv 
exti^mely wild, have no peculiar language of their own, and 
never have had, so tar as history informs us. There are 
many points of resembiance between the Bygfie and tho 
BheeU, and there seemB to be no evidence to connect either 
\vitli the Kokrian or the Dravidism families of aborigines. 
Further inquiry may show them to be remnants of a 
race anterior in point of time to both, and from which the 
Hindi may have borrowed its numerous nonSanacrit 
vocables. We know that, at an early period in Hindti 
history, BheeU held the country up to the ri\"er Jainn&, 
which they do not now approach within many hundred 
miKs. 

Tbexe ia every reason to believe ilmt these Byg^ are, if 
not autochtbououE:^. at looat the predecessors of Uio HimiA 
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in thia part of the liilla. They consider thcimclves, und 
are ulluu'^ to be^ Hupemir to the C<6n(L», wlio m^y Dot 
eut witii them, hd<I who take their priestfi of the triysk^neiS, 
or TnediHne-meii, from among them. Theirs it is to hold 
converse with the work] of spints, who arc everywhere 
pre8i?nt to nboriginal superstition ; thcira it is to ca^ omens, 
to compel the min, to charm away the tiger or disease. 
The Byg4 meditiBe-man fully hjoks iiia cliaracter. He is 
tall, t.hni, and cadavcrmis : ahstntctrou and my^L<*ry I'^^idiTig 
ill his hollow eyea. When wanted, he has to be fttnt for 
tc aome distant haunt of gnomes and apirite, and comes 
with charrae and dimples &lung in the hollow oi a bottle- 
Rcurd. A great necKlac^, fashioned with much carving 
from the kernels of fure^t fruita, mark** hi^ holy calling. 

Tlt^i Byga L-liarnier'a most dangiTous duty is that of 
la^iDg the spirit ol a man who has been killed by a tiger. 
Moncat^re liavc always been numerous in Mandldr the 
pKMnce during a ijart of every year of large herds oi 
cattle fostering tlie urccd^ while their withdrawal at other 
lutK'S to regions where iho tig*?rs caTiiiol follow cjliiiwx 
tRmpnrary scarcity of food, l^n paatly reliftvcd in the 
abundant tall grass cover by recouree to the killing of 
man; the desultory habits of the wild people, and the 
niimbera of travellers who take this short route between 
the Naibada valley and the plains of Chattis^rh, fur* 
uishirig Uiciii with abuiidiiiit iurI eji«y victims, Tl»^ Byga 
bait to proceed to the spot where the death occurred — 
which id probably still frequented by the tiger— with 
variouB articlefi, such as fowla and rice, which are o0erod 
to tfie maneti, A pantomime of the tragedv in then enacted 
by the BygA, who AL^umas the attitude of a tiger, springs 
on hia prey, and devnurit a mouthful of the btood-atained 
<earth. Eight days are allowed to pasft; and should the 
Byg& notj in the interval, be himself carried off by the tiger, 
the spirit ig held to be cflectually laid, and the people 
aaatn report to the juiigle. The theory rest^; on Ihp super- 
stition, pTevtilent throughout' these hills, thai the ghost 
;of the victim, unless charmed to rest, ridea on the head of 
the ti^cr. and incitca him to further deeda of blood, render- 
ing him abu eeouie from harm by \m preternatural watch- 
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fulness. To remove pestilence or siddMaSr ihcy tiAve 
pleaaant notion that it mu^ be tranalexred fo some o 
daa; and ra they fiweep their villafles, aft^r the us 
B&crifioea. and oast the nith on the Figbway or into t 
bounds of some other \-illage. 

The real Byg& ntedictne'man po6s«sse« tlie gift of throw- 
ing himself into & tTsnoe, during which the JiHlitus tA fhe 
Deity ia supposed to be ▼ouchsated to him. coiiiinuni canting 
the secrets of the futuro, I never saw the performance 
mj8«1(, but persons who have affinn tjiat it is too severe 
in its p)i}*sical syniDtoiufl to he mere acting; and there b 
sufE<nent evidont^e from other quartem to prove that some 
persons can educate them^lveft into the power of pa^fling 
into Ruch fits at ^nll. to lead U9 Co cn>dit the Bygd at least 
with nothing worse than eel f -deception in the matter. I 
relimon the Byeiis have admitted n few of the Ilindil deiti< 
of llu* destructive tvpe; but tlicir chief revereiK'e w pa 
to the ftpirite of the waMe, and to Mother Earth, who is 
their fcrioul goti- One of their tribal names is Bhimii, 
meaning " people of the soil/' and it is curious that among 
evory abonginal tribe of these hilk, including the Bheelfl, 
the prietft^ or medidne-men are called by the ^me name. 
The riU? of charming the Houla of det^ea-sed peiw^ns into some 
material object, hemre descnbe<l, artd which seems peculi 
to these hilb, ia practi^d abc by theac Bygas* 

A male Byg& is easily cUetinguished from a G6nd ; b 
their wom»»n are M^arooly in any res^wtt diffcnmt — perhaps 
a liule iihicki'.r, Ijut droning in a ximiUr manner, wearing 
the same ornaments [including a chtgnoti of g«?ab'a hair), 
and. like them, also tattooed aa to the legs. Though the 
Bygils are, like the Bhccia, less given to congregate together 
in large rilloffes than some other tribes, often indeed living 
in entirely detached dwelling*^, there are a good many 
villages nf a coii-sidcrahlii inmilit^i iff hriii*<t*a. ThfHe are 
arranged with nmch nratness in the form of a ftquare> a 
the whole place is kept vcrj' clean. 

The Byga i^ the most terrible oneiny to the foniwtfi 
have anywhere in th(?^ hills. Thousands of square inilu 
Mil foiv**t have been clean destroyed by tliciu in tb 
ess of their dhya cultivation, the ground being 
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wardii occupied by a dcnso «crub of low b&\ bushes sprmgirig 
from th43 titumpt^. In uddition to this, the lar^e^t trees 
have everywhere been girdlud by them t« aWow the gum 
reain of the sal (tho datnmer of oonunerce) to exude. 

The djLmmer resin, called here dh6k, la estenaively nned 
as a pitch in dockyards, and for coating commorcia] 
packages. It is extracted by cutting a ring of bark out of 
the tree three or four feet from the gruund, wlen the gum 
exiiden iu Inrge bubbles, Severnl hair-t*in,le» «.«•, buwf.ver, 
equally effective^ and do in>tH dcstniy the hfe of the tree, 
hko the former method. The riugtng of a&I trcC4 has 
cow boon entirely prohibited within our territories; but I 
do uot thiidc that any more econouitt^I method had as yet 
been substituted, the Vjuit area of sal in native states being 
anfiieient to supply the present want« of the trade. The 
dammer is collected^ and, together with lac dye. is exi^hanged 
for fialt, beads, and airow-poiaon, brouaht by periputoiic 
traders with pack-bullocks, who annoallv visit their wilds 
for the purpose, Tliis may be said to be tlie only com* 
niBn^inl transaction of the liygA in the wliote yejir. He 
rarely viaita the low-€ountry markets, like the other tribes, 
and has scarcely a knowledge of coined money- 

Fortunately the sal tree, unlike thtj teak, is pc^GOSsed 
of a ratjst inextinguishable reproductive power, the seedd 
being shed by everv mature tree in rnilHoiiSj and ready to 
gpamitiate at oni^ in a favourable noflition. The seedlmga 
ahoot rapidly above the danger oi jungle-fires, and grow 
straight ancl tall before branching out. The timber of 
the Eial, if inferior to the teak for some purpo^s, such as 
«an>entxy ami transverse l>eams, is sujx^rior for othent, 
sucli a.H wheebwoik and uprights, its Atraight, lirm grain 
giving it immense power of resiatoncc to crushing. It id 
almost the only timber tree of upper India, where teak 
jfi iinknu\vn. The unlimited water-power of the^o livera 
will supply the means of converting it on the spot; and 
Narhada will form a hif^hway for floating it to ihe open 
ey, Kal will nol swim by itself, until masoned for 
several years; but the hills produce an unlimited quantity 
of the finest biimboos, a bundle of which tied round a log 
will support itj aod whtob are themselves of the highest 
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economic value. At present these forests have scarcelyj 
l>een drawn on tor tne supply nf tiiiiljei, being cli»l&iit 
from tlie NarhjidA wfimft tliirty or forty mileji, withont a 
road capable of coDveying heavy timber. I have already 
rcmnrkod on the sLppcarance of the 8dl tree. Singly it ts 
a little formal in outline, though poeeeesing a fine aq>ect 
from its hirrizontal briinching, bright evergreeo loaves 
like broad lanuehcads, and straight, tapering stem covei 
with gray and deeply fissured bark. Its great ch&mi, ho^ 
ever, resides in the freah, cool aspect oi the maasea 0114 
bclta in wliich it cliieflr grows. 

/ Besides tlie dammer resin of the sdl, several other kinds 

of minor forest produce are collected here, as in otlier 
tracts, for sale to the traders of tlie plains. Some of these 

• have already b(5cn mentioned. Ajiother id the stick-lac ol 
commerce, which is deposited by an insect on the smaller 
twigs ut ccveral epccies of trees, among which B^Oea 
fffrndosti, Schh'ichera trijnga, and Xizyphm jnjxAa are the 
priiicipjil. Tlie twig^ are bnjk<.?n nff, and T*old na they, 
Atand, looking like pieces of very dark red ooral. Abou 
twenty poimda will be procured annually from a tree. sO' 
long as any of the insectfi are left on it to breed. But just as 
ofteii aa not the improvident wiki man will cut down the 
whole tree to save nimBelf the tnnible of dimbing, Tlie 
inborn destruclivenesa of tlie^e jungle iieople to trea** is 
certainly very extraordinary; e^^eu where it b clearly 
against their o\m iiitcrest. they cannot apparently refrain 
from doing Wiinton injury, A G6nd or Bygi passing.^ 
along a pathway will almost certainly, and ^Lpparentiy-H 
uncons(^ini]nK% drop his axe from the slimilder on any 
yoimg sapling that may be Rowing by its aide, and olmo^ 
everywhere young trees ao situated will be found cut baU 
through in this manner. The sticlc-lac iB manufactured 
into dye in considerable quantities at a factory in Jubbul- 
pi'ir, wh^Jse agon tn penetrate the remotest comers of theao^f 
jiinglcH in sc^irch of the hxav materiiiK 

The cocoons of the wild ias8GT silk-moth arc also collected 
in great numbers for sale to the caste of silk-spinnere who 
live by this businefig in the villa;!;ea of the plain*. Eicperience 
has sdiowii tbul Lhe^e mothfi vaM not bi^t^ed u second geuera* 
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ly rtilk'nn^lmliig insects ill otpHvity, and a 
m therefiim jirtx^urctl aniiimlly from their 
native hills. Tliey hve chicHy on the leaves of the m] tiee, 
whose iohflge, being deciduous, would not aflord safety 
to the insect ill ita chryaaUs stage, if the cocoon were 
attached, as other species are, to the leaf alone. The 
iriKtinct of the little creature t«acheA it tlierefiire to anchor 
ItH coroou hy a strong silken rope to tke leiif-stelk, where 
it sways about in flaf&ty after evciy leaf has dropped from 
the tree. The cocoons hrouglit from tlie jungles by the 
breeders arc attached to pollarded aiij li-ces, grown noax 
theii villager, till the iiiotli^ have hatched and paired^ 
wlien the females ar(5 captun^d mid made to lay tlieir 
eggs in close vesftcU, where they are inrii bated hy hftat- 
ITie worms reared from the cgsja are agam placed on the 
sdj trees, where they form their c^coonsj which are then 
Rpun into the rough silk known as " tusser." The business 
i.H a very pi*ecarioiis one, niuirb depending for succests on 
favourable weather. Superfttition of course seise-s thia 
uncertainty fur her own, and the purchased blessings of 
the Byga nrieat muat accompany tic cocoons from their 
native nill^, if the breeder of the ploinfi is to expect 
Bucreas. 

Be-HiOes Ruoli scanty exportation of the minor produce 
of these wild* ns I have described, almo^ their only 
cootiomic use has hitherto been the splendid grazing they 
afford for countlct^e hcrd^ ni cattJc, annually brought to 
them from groat diiitanced in the open country on both 
aide» during the hot treason. Fine grass and abuudance 
of shade ami WH,l«r make this nin^ of the finest grazing 
countries in all India, and the amount of wealth which 
thus actually seems to depend on its continuance aa a 
waste is very great. 

At first aight some hesitation might be felt at the nros- 
pect oE tliese great gras^ing-groiincXi 1>ei!ig reclainieu for 
cultivation, when it is ronsidemi how all-etiLHe-ntial to the 
life of a country hke India id the* bree^ling of large stockd 
of oKCtu Here the draught ox takes the place of the farm- 
kOi«e and the Htrnm-engine of England. Cattle are brod, 

lb aa &u article uf food, but a« Wording perhaps ihe 
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only d4^£€nption of poiv^r by which the opermtiora ci| 
agriculture uould be perf<irmed at all. Uontea could not 
take their p!&ca in c<mvertmg the hanl, bunit*up 80fll\ 
under the Wrtzing sun of the seaaon* when ploughing a&4 
sowing the autauin ocop go©* on, nor, so far as we Inum 
the resources of the land, could steain power, even if other- 
wi-si' huiIjiWv, fuid sulFiciftnl fuul al luiyC IJng like Ji moderate 
costp TliuA it niay not have been without n teaching of 
fakr-Hccin^ policy that the ilindu huB been prohibited by 
Ha religion from converting the race of homed cattle to 
the puiposea of food. It nmy be true that the tiffA 
pruMbition againBt touching the carcases of mich antmali^ 
or in any way trafBcIdng iu llie-ir d^Atli, may have excluded 
the Hindu cattle-owner from muc:h legitiraute prolit in the 
way of leather, horn, tallow, gluo, etc- ; but it 13 impo^ible 
to draw fine shades of dtstinctiov in rohgioufi sanctions, and, 
if, a$ Ls proULblu, the tl^ughter of cattle u^*[ul for th^ 
ploiigfi [^uid not other^iae be prevented, then the sanctlS* 
cation of the animal from all Huch usee was probably a 
mcu^ure of the highest policy. Even looked on ai» aa 
article of food, it 19 probable that the saoredne^ of the 
cow has been productive of more gain than lo&», milk and 
biitter being much more wholer^ome urliclox of dii?t tlitui 
beef in a hot cliinjite. Certainly, any measunr wliich 
would be likely to endanger the exbrting supply of plough- 
cattle would bo highly objectionable. But I think t^t 
no apprehenaion of the sort need be entertained from 
the probable reclamation of such tract?! as the Maiidla 
Bavannahs. Siifltc-ient fon-st lutid niuiH alwayn remain in 
the liighcr regions to funii^h the green bite at the end oC 
the hot aeadon, wltich is all that is ncce^uury to tide the 
herds over the moi;t trjing part of the year, and, for the 
restj the pci^ple will »toon learn to do a^ other coiintriee 
have done, &nd a» other nartH of India even iiuvt- done» 
namely, devote a parf. of Uie cultivated area to the rainng 
of green pasture, oy irrigation, for the cattle* This fine 
natural pasture in no doubt a great advantage ; but it ia 
at all indiapenaablc even in India. 

Tlie resources uf the countn- in irc»n and other 
wealth have never hcea fully examined, though it iae^ 
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OD tlic Burfacc that they arc abucdant. Cold is woftlied 
out of the Bands oi more than one of the streams, in amall 
quantities, however, which barely repay rhe labour, and 
it IB probable that its lodes are buried in the quarts of the 
primitive rocks deep below the flow of volcanic material 
that haa overlaid them. 

In tlio matter cl eliinate, like all uncleared regions in 
thift latitude at m low an elevation, the tract is subject 
to malarious fever duriiif;; the months of October to January. 
Bu(. experieiiL'c f^hiiws Lhut this rnrtui-m^? lasts only po ItJUg 
as the country conttmit^s unrk-tinrd. It is prolwtble that 
thc Lower Narbada valley was equally unhealthy at one 
time, yot it ia now as healthy as any part of the country. 
Several stations in these provinces have been eet do^Ti m 
the middle of jungles with ft3 evil a reputation as this, and 
along with the elearame of the jungle the fever wa.^ fiuirid 
to diMippear. The Wynaad, Aks^m, and Cachar are ftleKt 
standing iniit^nces of the ducce^ful occupation of malari- 
ous countries by the help of Eui^^pean ent<trprisc. The 
malaria excepted, the climate U highly favoun^blo to 
coloaistition, conaidcring the situation of the tract, No 
region out of the great mountain ranges could probably he 
point-cd to as poAscMng such advantage.'* of coalncfls and 
freshneBA a» are hero conferred by the elevated situation, 
,4buttdAnce of moisture, and its attendant evergreen verdure. 

As lor the obataole^ supposed to be presented by the 
rank vftgetatioTi and uoxiouh aniinala, they are rniefly 
imaginary. Imraenfle plains lie ready for the plough, if 
merely Ibc coarse natural grai^^cs were cleared away, there 
beinj^ no brushwood or heavy timber to speak uf. ITie 
lujcuriunce of the^ grasMes h only evidence of the fatnesn 
of tliv laud that, lies bclaw ; and a tondi applied in tbi^ montli 
of May will, over large tracta, remove all obstarlc to the 
imrueoi&te application of the plough. The wild aniniahi, 
here as elsewhere, would retire before the axe and plough 
of the settler. Such as are noxious to human life are not 
really more so here than in many other much more open 
jMirUi of the country. In the dlttricU nf Donf and BetAl 
there u c«rf.aiuly a larger number of tig»>r« m the wime 
fticii than in Maudhi, awl there they have not bc<:u found 
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to coTxstitut^ any tierioiiri cbsftAcle to the stMdy adv&nc6^| 
m^tit of p4>])uhition uuil tillage. ^M 

I am not ime of llnvse wlio bclievo that Europeans ^-'-^^^H 
ever Ubfjnr profitably with their own hands in the plaioA "^B 
of India ; and even at this cki'atioti I believe that the jtowef" 
of the sun, although much allevuitcd by the coolneaa of the 
breexes, the low temperature of the nights, »»<! the frcshnctt 
of the vegetation, would btill be pruhibitive ol ^vt-re manual 
labour by nattvei^ of a tempemte region. But I think 
that we have here a tract eminently filtrd to yic\d remlta 
from the application of European ciu--rg\'. intelligence, ati>^ 
mpital to the ^uperxiHion and direction of native labour. ^| 

Tlie great ditttciilty would ha to ulitain lh^ labour to 
supervise*. I doubt if the regular Hindu cultivator:* 
the plains out&ide could be indured to movft into ihi 
wilda by any temptation, so long a.^ they can obtain 
pittance wlicre tbcv are. The aborigines are too tuni<_ 
and unstable to himtsh reliable workmen, I would 
rather look to the teaming millions of the mast districts 
to furnish the needful supply of Ijibourenf, if these inland 
vrast^a arc to be recJaimc^d mthin any rcasonablft period 
of time. It itaily seems to be matter for astonishment 
that these littoral races have for many ycare shown 
themselves to be ready to cross the seas to the West 
Indies, the Mauritiiifi, and other distant countrieft, and 
have airtually been transported thither in givat numbers, 
while all the time vtiet ai-cas of the tme^t mnd are jiining 
for labour in the interior of their own country. There 
cannot bo a doubt which thoy would moet williiigty go to, 
in order to escape from their densely crowded conditioo 
at home, were the inducements oSered to them th© same. 
Wiat has t«niptecl them to other countrien haa tweu the 
euperior wages which their indastrieft could allord to offcr; 
and in India, wherever, as in /Wdm, CWhar, and the 
WynaSd, eueh articles of European demand as coffee, 
tea, etc., have altructed Eun.ki^»ean ent<arprise, and where 
similar vagt^s have been held out, au abundant supply 
"f labour has been furnished by these foimtains of pcmu* 
iL \MiJit flppcani to be ncceai^ary, then, to effect 
rapid i^clamation of these wilde, ia the intxoductii 
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some specaal industry which vril] attract the European 
ece^ and capitail wliioh alone cjiu ever cffe<:t the move- 
ment of Indian labour bi large bodies from one part of 
the country to another. That there are such indufitries 
capable of intrrKliiction there cannot be a tli»iibL 

At prefi<tnt cattie-breaiing would seem (o be the nu>fii 

EromiAing opening, both because it wanto tlic (cwcift 
jiDd», and i}€caaf^c the abacnce of roodfi '\s of \cm conso- 
quetice in jt^ich a businc«&. 

Beft*rtt h-jiving tlie subject nf thirst- waste lands^ I should 
refer t<i tlic only att^^mpt ever nmdc to form a settle- 
ment in them under European supermion, and which 
ended in lamentable failure. Some thirty yeare ago four 
German mjHEiionarieA attempted to form a colony among 
the aboriginal tribes, on the Moravian styatem, in one of 
ibcse u[iliiTid valleys. They aelett^d a apoL jii-si ujkW 
the AinarkanUk plateau, near u Atnall village ciJled 
KariiijeA, in the middle of a fine plain of rich »oii, a few 
miles south of the Narbada. The place had an elevation 
of about 2700 feet, and W4i« well situated in ev(jry respect 
but one. In a lountry abounding with shade and water, 
they pit/ched on a liare mound mthcait an evergreen 
tree, and more than two miles distant from the nearef^t 
running water. They went out in the hot weather, and 
failed to prepare sufficient shelter before the arrival of 
the rainy season. Thus they remained exposed to constant 
damp and cold winds, nnd deiK-jidrnt fnr tlirir waiter on 
a 5tuull stftgnant pool nollut'Cd by the dminugc of decaying 
vcgetntion- The result yvwi de&tb from cholera, or corae 
other malignant bowcicomjpiuint, of throo out of the 
four, and the njtreat of the only survivor- However 
worthy of pnuse, such an enterprise cannot be looked 
on afi a fair experiment. But it cast a gloom over the 
prospect of further attempts of the »ame sort, and h&a 
never again been rcpeatod. 1 he example of the mi^diond 
to the K^U of Bengal and the KarBnfi of Burma, wher« 
the conjbination of profitable industrial enterjiririie with 
t}ifo]ogit;4l t«arliij^ hah been found Ut be Kingiilarly 
etlectivc in th<^ propagation of the Ciuspel among aboriginal 
races, may point to tha desirability of some 9Ucli ^jtitem 
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bong attompt4B(l among tho un^phisticatod savages of 
tBeae wilds bj' tliose who are now pr^^aclilug in \aun lo the 
Bemi-Hindu tribes further west 

Some ^.inie ago a FreDih gpntlenian took up a OOE' 
eid«rable tract of the finest land in one of thcac valkyB- 
But it BOOH appeared tlmt he had no intention of real 
colonisation, and had, in fact, been merelv apeculatbg on 
the value of the forest priKluce of the land. This and 
other symptoms of ]an'l-jobl»ing hjiv^, I belipve, indiirtKl 
^me reconsideration of the ruJcs for the sale of the fee 
BJmpIe of wast« lauds. One thing may he reKed on, 
however— that whatever title a etillcr may here obtain 
from the Government will be an absolut'e one, every 
existing or possible private intere*nt having been fully 
determined before the available wastics were declared by 
law to be state property. 

In auch a wcll-watercd. shady, and grassy region aa 
this upper Narbada valley, it is inevitable that wild 
animals sltould ubcuuid. The hilly ranges whirh wparat* 
the valleys contain the binnn, the sambar, and the black 
bear, hkc similar tracts In other parts of the province. 
These are aiiiniab peculiar to no part of India^ and the 
same may bo ^aid of the spotted deei, which iiffccta the 
densely wooded banks of tne larger streams. But, as I 
have said, we are here wiUiin the liniiifl of the great sal 
belt, and come upou ^ome animala which I have noticed 
aa coinciding in range therewith. 

Chief in interest among theiw is the beautiful twelve- 
tJned deer (RticeTvus Vviwm^itii), called by some the 
B4r&-£ingb4, a name which sirnply means '* twelve-lined," 
and which is nppUL*d also to the Ka-shiiilr ctAg {C* CasH- 
mirien^is). In mxc it is intermediate between the s&mbar 
and the spotted dcci, and almost tho same as the red 
deer of Scotland. In colour it i& a reddish brown during 
the cold aeason, passing through a bright rufous chestnut 
in spring to a rich gojdeii red in sunimer, Tht; aiitlcrK 
arc very Imndftome, and differently shaped from tboee of 
any other deer in the world. Tliev have but one basal 
tine over the forehe^id, no median tinee at all, and all the 
other brunebes arranged at the summit of the beam. 



I 



I 



THE RAL FORESTS 



313 



Here tliey wfiow a tBiidenry to approarli the Ru^ine type, 
to which belong the sAnibar and the axiH, the beam beiitg 
first divided into a terminal fork, each branch of wkicn 
nfterwardp splits into several points. Ueunlly the out- 
ward or anterior branch bears three such points, and the 
inward or poHterior two, nmkiiig. with the brow-antler, 
ftix ptiintK on each hftm. Very old stagB Hoinelime.s have 
more; but, as in the Busiftcc, when there arc more than 
tlireo the extra cnca ore abnormal monfltroatica. and the 
antlora are uaiially umymmetrical and stunted in &ise. 
The horns are crayish in colour, and of a sni<n>ther surfiice 
lha!i thiwp ot the sAniljar, They are not nearly ho iTiaa-Hive, 
nor so long, bnt have a very ImncUonie outwanl sweep, 
which rcndcTfl thcni^ I think, more effective as a trophy 
for the lieeratalkcr. They are very diiEcult to procure 
fully developed and pei-fect. They ai-e cast more ii^^ularly, 
1 tliink, thau thow; ol the Rtvnria- ; and ar4 tlie »(agti Ht-em 
to be very combative, some of the points* are usually 
broken ofl after they lose the velvet at the close of the 
rainy &ca8on, when their haunts firfit become accc^aible 
to the pport^man. In form the Rmermis is one of the 
most beautiful of the ffLmily — lighttj' and gracefully mode, 
snd with n -il^Mrly camiLge; uml alfj^gether, with hi» 
epltmdid gohlen colour and finely shajied antlers, tlii^ ^tag 
ia nob Burpa^sed^ 1 think, in appearance, by any member 
ol the deer tnbc. 

This animal has been called in northeastern India 
the '* swamp deer," but here he is not observed to be 
partii^ularly partial to RWampy gro:md. Tiiey graze in 
ctbo mommga and eveningr<, chiefly along iLe nnialler 
ims, and by eprings, where the grass is gi-oen> in the 
open valleys, and rest duriv^ tho day about the ftkirta 
of the edi forest. A favourite midday resort is in the 
«luule of the i^luiiujs of m\ dotU^xI Hhout the o^ien plain, 
at nonie distance trom the heavy forest. They are not 
nearly ao nocturnal in habit!* aa the edmbflr, being often 
founa out grazing late in the forenoon, and again early 
in the af ternt-on ; and I do not think they wander about 
all niflht like the sfimbar. Their midday i^t is luually 
of a lew hours only, but during that time they conceal 
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t]ientr^lvc-.s in the giftHft much aft«r thft nmr>iier of the 
sAmban 1 have ncvcx heard of their ^^i«ilmg tultivatcd 
tracts, like the latter; nor can I Icuni that their apporoit 
acUierence to the si\ forest is due to their eniployuig wy 
port of that tree bs food, 

In the middle of the day the red deer {so thev are called 
hy nativi^, and oflnen by Rtrroiwanh) may be fthot by 
beating the gnisn with elcplianl.-^ in the manner before 
dcecrited. Inuring Ihc height of tlic cold ^Tather many 
part«i of this tract can haidly bo traversed except on an 
elephant; and in such places sbootbig would uiht;rwis« 
be inTposRible, owing to the height and thickness of the 
grafts jungle. In the coiii^ of a day'fl beating of thifi 
ftort in the Mandhl diatrict a very great variet^y of game 
nmy easily be met with. On one occasion, when spending 
Christmas with two friends in the lovely Matiirl valley, 
a day's march ifast of the s(.iitiun of MaudlA, ue secured, 
I thjnic, a sjjw/inicn of nwirly <^vcry kind of game to b« 
found in the country, excepting the bison and the panther. 
On the 2(ith wc marched from a place called Bartola to 
Dobri, both on the Matidri — a clear sparkling Btream that 
TwTG runs through & valley, filled with long gi's^» cover, 
and hounded on either side by clmins of low bilk, fiat 
on the tops, and riothed witli low trei? jungle atid bambo(>a 
on their ades. We took separate lines, F, guing by the 

rthway, D, alon*; the tops of the hills on one side, while 
beat ali>nf? the river below on an elephant. 1 had not 
gone far before 1 put up a large herd of gL^mbar in long 
grass, and, firing right and left, drnjjped one small stag, 
and heavily wounded a v<^ry large fellow vnth splendid 
uutlerti and as black au a buffalo. 1 got oft, and Imckcd 
the wounded animal for about three miles by his blood 
throujzh the long, dewy gra$i>c, till I wa-s as thoroughly 
wetled through as if I had bt^eii wading in a tank, wheu, 
as the dct'r had reai^hed heavy htimboo cover, and siM.-nied 
to be still fitrong, 1 gave it iip^ and again made for the 
river. On the way I tariio on a herd of i-ed deer, grazing 
about in an opening in the low jimgle, where a fine dpring 
kept the gnu>s beautifully green. They saw me before 1 
was within shot, however, and retreated into gra^a trover- 
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Waiting a little, I got on the elephants and proceeded to 
beat the long gro^; and, after going about a quarter of 
a mile, started the herd, which mub-t havo contained fully 
t^urty iitdividuadA. Tliey dived into a deepisfa hollow, 
filled "Kitli low bniflhifli'ood, in front of me. and I waited 
on the edge for their appearance on the far aide. PiVflently 
they clattered up in mngic file, fitagi* and does intcrmixedi 
the lant of all being a very largo dark red stag, witb beauti- 
ful antlers that seemwl nlmost to overpower bini as he 
isldwly I.rotf<*d iip Mic ris<*. I bad tbe sight "f the double 
ride then full on liia bniad back, and was juKt Uaiehing the 
trigger when the man behind me ecized and detained my 
arm in a vice-Ukc graap. The moment waa lost, and 1 
tamed vicioUBly on the culprit, who, however, pointed 
silently to an object in a tree close to our heads. It was 
|b huge colony ui hees — the terrible Btmhni, w)u»ne sw^rnts 
1»d, a march or two before, routed nur wliulc [ulluwine, 
leaving a good-sized baggage pony dead upon the groimd. 
Lucky it wau 1 had not fired, and I thought tittle of the 
lost stap; in the hurry to get out of go dangerous a vicinity. 
About half a mile farther on, near tlie river, a xputt^ 
doe lea|ied out of a patch of grasfl, and af:oured arrri«<}t (he 
plain* It waft too tempting, ahe looked so round ami 
lat; and a snap shot rolled her over, shot through the 
loins. We were now not far from eamp, and I wa< beating 
through some longi*ili grass, wLi^n a full, round cooDteoanee 
wag lieen peering over the top of it at the advsuciiifj 
elephant, I did not make it out for a while, and presently 
it disappeared, the motion of the graw* showing the pixjgreAi* 
of a large body towards the river. A little further on it 
slopped, and the round face again glared at me over the 
grass. Surely it must be a tiger? A glimpse of a striped 
ri'.d hide t^etlleil tlie qiie-'<tion, and T moved a hule ih>wii 
1o cut her off from the river bed. All was motionle^^ for 
a few minutea, and then again the tdowly waving grass 
showed the stealthy progroaa lowanbi the deep gully in 
which ran the river. A shallow ravine was a little ahead, 
down which she could steal unubser^ed, except in one 
plare, where a little jimgle pathway rroMed it, and I took 
up a place commanding this at about sixty yiuda, waiting 
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with coclcecl rifle and l^eatitiff heart. Now »lie is close tn 
the opv^niiig, l.li« gritss ru&tling gfriitly itWve h«r. Now 
ebc imeaks rapidly acrofiA, crawling low, but halts for a 
moment to look agciin before entering the further cover. 
Fatal pause 1 A ball apeeds through her tihouldex. and, 
taming with a Toar, she gallops back again ap the hollow. 
I t.linught she meAiit a charge, and hiistily reloaded tho 



dischargeil harr^] of my ln^e<li-|i«idftr, a« I had only one 

the nal&, when 
nccrly oppoaitfi nic> on tbo wrong side- I think alio must 



gim out, l>emg on a pad> Uut she left the nal&, when 



have forgotton, for she evidently looked out for h«r assailantj 

niping high abow the gniav at every bound — a really 
uiifid ^ight, with htir vt^iy brighfc-ci»!fiured «kin, Iiair 
erent^ and tail streaming behind her. About the third 
bound 1 caught her with another bullet, and she fell, 
crumpled up in mid-air, for all the world just like a par- 
tridge struck full by a charge of shot, Slie was lying etone- 
deud ^vhen I came up, and no wonder, for the ball had 
entered iimr her t^iil, travm?;crl the whole length of her 
body, and was resting under the «ikiD of her forehead. 
The rifle was a twelve-bore breech-loader* on my own 
spherical ball principle, the penetration of which may be 
judged of by this performance. The first shot was a Uttle 
high on the sboulcier, but would snon liavp killed her, and 
fuDy ar.roimt«d for her confusion of ideas. She had 
evidently been lying on the watch for spotted deer coming 
to drink- A large herd of thcra broke out of the grae^a 
while our interview was in progress. Coming to camp, 
I found that F. had f^hot a bkck buck antelt^pe on the 
roiid; while I), returned with a yi^ung hilni-sirujhd stag 
and a spotted deer. In the evening ¥. went out, and killed 
a Urge oear, which came down to the river to drink bc«ide 
liim. Nest day we were almost equally fortunate, though 
no tiger wan met witL ; and we spent a Christmafl of 
oonaiderable j(>viality in that remote wildeniesR, the dinner 
conaieting, aa fiir aa I rccollert, of a (peacock) turkey and 
Bambar umgiie, eunportcd by roast haunch of red-deer 
veniflon, aa fieees ae rmstanec. vnxh. cheetul cutlcte and 
fillet of nil^^i veal as etilTfvs, followed up by boiled qiuild 
anil roasted teal, and concluded by the orlLoduj: plum- 
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t)iit of Cr( 



<1 BlacVweir 



ng ana mim^e-pies out ol o-csse 
Suudrv giassea of whisky toddy, imhil^ed roiiDd a 
r&ttling bonhre lit in frfjiit of the t^nu, were lully justttied 
by the really severe cold nfler Bim*wt. StAlkiiir tnc bdr/i- 
tinghif, however, affords the finest sport; and from tho 
lt9S exclusively iKKrtiima] habits <>i the ummal, n» well ftg 
iho open chamctt-r of the cfiimtrj. resemblrs d»*tTr-stnlking 
in Scotland more than any other of oar field »portti. 

When hurrying through this country in January, en 
route to the eastern foreste, I halted for two diiys in the 
upper valley of the HAlon to atalk th(? red deer, which I 
had never before Aeen. Tlie grasn was very thiek anil 
long, and, being ^till green, was entirely unbumt. At a 
place called Motiniiia, where a deep branching watercourso 
eroeecB the patliway several times, J was walking ahead of 
my followers, when I came on the remains ol a i>oor wan- 
derer, who had evideiitly not lung bt/o:e been killed by 
a liger. ITe was a nrligton.-s mendicant; and his long iron 
tongs, begging'bowl hollowed from a skull, and coooa-nut 
hooKa were scattered about in the bottom of the n&lfi, 
where lie ha-d been resting on his weary march, t'3gelher 
with tre^^sea of his long matted hair and a shred or two 
uf cloth- The bones were all broken to pieces, and many 
of them were mififling all-i)get.her< A Banjari drover had 
been t^kcn ofi near the same spot about a week before, 
fio that it wae not without some iiiisgiviug» that I wandered 
ofl the road through the hmg gra&5 to look for red deer 
towards the skirts o{ the hilln. To hunt for the tiger Ui 
HUcb an ocean of grafis-cover would Iiave been hopeIc4. 
I skirted the hilb to the right of the road fmm here to 
the camping-groand at MangU, very soon getting drent^bed 
to the alcm paAaing through the high grafls dripping with 
morning dew. Towards the hills the gmsa was shorter, 
(he phuTi much cut up by ilcH*n fihsurf>> in tlie bluitk, 
icavy 0O1L I aaw Hevenil (<nmll lle^d^ of deer wending 
their WAV towards the clunipa of »iil forest on the skirt 
of the hills before I found any in a position that would 
admit of t^talking. At last I marked a fin^all parcel of hinds, 
with two fair-looking stag>f, di^ppcar over a low rising 
ground, slowly feeding their way towards the forest ; and 
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making a long (Wtoiir to gain the nliell^r of a deep ofack, 
which lid iiilo the valley Ihey h^i entered, I stAlked 
&]ii^oHt into the middle ot Ihcm before 1 «&& aware, Mr 
tir»t mtimntion of the fact wau the fthoip bark of a hindt 
vrho had ubsorved the top of my head over the bank, ft&d 
the next moment a rush erf ieet informed me tJial the 
herd wan ufT. Stepping on to the baiik^ 1 mad^ a cloan 
inU-* of the first running nhot; but, t.aking more tJme 
with the ^second barrel, 1 saw the hindmost stag reel and 
almoftt fftU over to tho sliot- Ho made off, however, along 
with the herd; but prcsentJy left them, and took a line 
of hi« own towiitdfi the long gru>4S-cover in the middle of 
the pkin. I Miion hit. on his track where he had entered 
the gra^, and found a Uttle blood; but a9 the gnas 
wae a long way over my head, I Bent back for thf; elephant 
with which to beat him out. Following the blood-marks 
on the yellow stems for about a mile, we alarted him out 
of H jj&toh ol gTn^ Dear the river^ and I shot him through 
the back its he ran away, 

The next day. being encamped at Topl&, in the centre 
oi a wide valley among the tiil forest, I went out in the 
afternoon towards the Halon riven Here the country 
was open and prairie-Uke, short grass plains, dotted with 
clumps ot sAl, intervening Ijetween the heavier maaeea of 
fonwt- The liver was very liiight and clear, running over 
a pebbly bed. I took out two young half-bred hounds, 
between the Rrimpur breed and the Scotch dcerhound, in 
the hope of getting them a run at a wounded i-ed deer, 
as they were as yet guiltless of blood. Their motlier, and 
the bull nui^tiff *' Tinker," of wolf renown, accompanied 
to help them in the kill. A couple of hthe, bhick, and 
nearly naked, Byg^, with their war-axes, guided the party. 
We wandered a good many mile^ in the early afternoon 
without coming on game, but I, at leafet, was graiified 
by tlie delightful park-like scenery. Abcjut four o'clockj 
by the advice of the Bygis, we sat down on a little eminence 
crowned by a clump of sal trees, to watch for deer coming 
out to drink or feed. Very soon a good-sized herd sud- 
denly appeared In the miudle of a long, dat r^u^tch of 
gra^-land beyoud the riv^; and aXt^r tilrctciun^ them- 
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id onjoving a game at rompo, comnieDccd feeding 
juicldy ^0*11 towards the link of the river. We 
at once retreated over the bank of our knoll ; and, getting 
into ft hollow prii1^*f^t-<id hy n fringe of l^iKHhe.-*, rr<»pt up 
to the hanks ami again rftt:onnfiitrcd. They were qiiit^ 
unfiujpicious, the wind being highly favourable; and they 
Bconied likely Lo come luid drink in our very facea. When 
within H (ew hundred y^rds, howeveri they baited a long 
tiinu Iwhind u bttle risinx ground. I wew Jn agony Iiwt 
the dogs should make us known, as they were drejidfiilly 
excited by the restraint of the Malks, and seemed to know 
perfectly well that there was Romething to }mnt at haiul. 
rreaently a gingle hind topped the rise, find for full five 
minutes stood ^nifUjig rouud iti till directions, her gi^^at 
ears cocked in aid of her sonse of smell. A( Ia^I- she 
aeetned to be ftntisficd, and moved alowly forwards, now 
pausing lo crop d mouthful of gnis^, and tlicu again Hturtiiig 
and looking about as if eho had heard or smelt somothing, 
A st^ig now walked up past her, and without the leaKt 
pnscaulirjii witne Ixtldlv on to the water, which he t^uterwd 
about a hundrnri yarofl above our post. The rest of the 
herd were still mostly hidden by the rise, CYeeping 
through the bu8hee» 1 prepared to fire at the stag, and 
gave orders for the hound^ to be clipped at oueo aft^r I 
should ^. 1 was burely in time to »iocurc a shot, before 
th» sta^, nhimivd by u yelp fnjui one of the dogs, t.uni^ 
U> flee up the bant. As it ^-as I dropped him on the 
pebbly bank, shot through the shoulder; and, turning the 
riflo on the hind who was iwu&ing startled at the Bhot» 
the other bullet pas-qed through her thigh, injuring the 
hip juint. She fell on her hind-cpiarttira for a few momerite, 
but preaentiy rerovBre<l, and nuule oft aft4*r I. he hftrd acroea 
the flat. TJie four dogs had sprung from tie ^ip^, and 
splaehed through the shallow fitream before »he had well 
got on her le^ ; and they Vi>ry nearly had her before she 
gnl fairly into her paee. Then, bowevLT, the dislauced 
tfiem at otiec fi.>r a few hundied yaids, wlien the old bite-h 
" Bell," who wail extremely fasts began to draw steadily 
up to her. The pupe were a hundred yards behind, giving 
tongue like foxhoundflj and old Tiucer laboutod along 
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Hcarctly half-wfty &oin wh«re tboj had AtAriful. Bell vrM 
very near the bmd, when 1 sav her diaappcuT bodily into 
a hole. But the doer wad uow fading mat; and, seeing 
no chance of making the loi^st, tcmixl round and c^me 
hack biwards the river. The pups and Tinker now maj 
up connideirthly by cutting off the comer, and very aooi 
the brindtf^l une, "Sheroo/* who was rather the 
waa racing Alongside of her, inukiug uncertain Bcatdies 
the «houMcr, The yellow dog soon joined him, and 
together they managed to throw over the deer just a« site 
reaL'Iied the bank of the river. They all tknje rollud <1uwd 
the bitnk together; and before the deer could recover 
herself Tinker waa up and pinned her by the throat. TTie 
bitch was not far behind, and among them they nearly 
tore the poor animal limb from liiub. Fearing a row 
between Tinker nnd iho youn^ dog^ I run up as fast as 
)Xi«8ible; but u Byyi with hi:* aie ww* I>efure me> and 
attempted to get the qiiarry from the dng*. }[e didn'l 
know Tinker, however, who loosed hia hold on the dcer'j 
throat only to fly at the Byga. The lfttt<^r defended 
himnelf as well as he could with his aze-handlc, very 
thoughtftilly for such a savage, not attempting to uae the 
head; but he Imd several pretty severe bit.es m tl*e arnia 
arid Icgff Ijcfure I c<iuld arrive t-o his re,si.iue- Aft a nile 
Tinker waa aa quiet as a lamb with men ; but when roused 
by blood he wad a perfect devil ; and as hi» »ize and weight 
were immenj^e I vme often rather ufraid of him niyself^^H 
Poor fellow, his formidable aspect and a few outbiir^to^ 
of this sort were the death oi nira, being poisoned by a 
dog boy a few months aflOTward*. Bell broke her Deck 
by ehftMing an antelope down a blind well, a few niarcl 
after the hunt I have related ; the best of the two pu] 
was carried ofE by a l{K)pnrd or liyarna; and alt<.»gether 
was so disgusted with the bad luL'k ! lunl always had ii 
keeping large do^ in Itivlia that 1 gave it uji Altogethet; 
ancT 1 cannot say that I found veiy much loss accrue 
my eport in consequence. I believe they lose mi 
wounded atiimak, by driving them out of reach, tl 
they recover. 

On the way back I diot another hind, who »tood 
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at tlie unwonted intruders, and saw this 



of a wild elephant linking deep into the soft, bla<:k 
fioil- I waa told afterwards tliafc thia elephant was one 
which had broken Ioi:me from captivity about ten years 
previously, and httd ^ince iDhabiu^d the deose coverg about 
the Iiead of the Hilou river. He afterwardjs annoyed the 
forest ofRcer^ mil a little by Kjsbcmatii^lly dcmoliMnng all 
the maaomy bouutkrv pillata oiected by them round the 
reserved forest. BeoUy wild elephants do not come so 
far wettt aa this; the country to the east ol Amarkantak 
(the Koiux* u{ the Narbada)^ or at the muet the Samni 
valley, a tittle nearer than that jilace, being their moat 
westerly ranse in this part of India. Formcny, however, 
the whole oithiA eoiintry, and far to the west of it, was 
the homo of the wild elephant. The etymology of many 
nameit, such a» the '^ elephant encloj«ure," the '' elephant 
]Kiiil/' vU\, wifuld suflitse to iiulicate this; bttt, l»eaide£«, 
we have it diffticotly rewarded, in tliat valuable work, 
Tlt€ l7\stil\ttes of Akher^ that in tho aixtecnth century 
clcpiia&ts were foimd and captured in the Narbodi valley 
as far west as the BijAgarh and HAndifi SirkAn^/ which 
lie partly to the west of the uieridiuii of tho pnjseut military 
stations of Mhow and Aslrgarh. Thifi is prohabty the 
raoftt westerly range of the wild elephant ttkat has been 
recorded; and their ^bsequent diaappearanoe over ao 
large a tract of country sj^aka volumes for the advance- 
ment which haa taken place in that period. 

Tli<% night I wan an TiipU, Iwti tigers niAred toiiHly 
roimd about the camp. \\« were pitched in a little ghu(e 
in the sea of grass, and the eSeet m the clear, cold night 
was very fine* The night voice of tho tiger has a very 
improBsive sound, conveying, tboiu^ not neariy so lorn 
a^ the bniy nf a jarkuxx, ihi^ i<lfta oT immeniw |kOwer, as it 
rolls and trcmljlcH along the cuHL Four months later, 
when I was cnc^unped near Jlfitln, in the fore«it« of the 
far eatit, I liatemrd oue night to the most remarkable sere- 
nade of tigers I ever li«rd- A peculiar, long w&il* like 
the druwH'Out mew u( a hugu cat, iinti ro^^ frutri n river 
course a few hundred yards below my tent^ Proacntly 
1 GUdwui'0 Atr^ AkUry, rnl. ii. p, 249, 
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from 11 mile or w> biffher up ilte river cani« a deep, 
trciciendoiia roar, whicn had scarcely died away ere i 
wofl answered from behind the eomp by imoth^r, pitc 
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in a yet d«ejM!r ton^^ ^airtiin^ us from its ^luddenncsfl 
proximity. All three were rcpejital at khort iiitervftls, u 
the iiaee tigers approacbBd each other along the bottonu 
of the deftp, dry wat-ercourses, between ana above which 
the camp had been pitched. As they drew together the 
noi^eA ceased for about a quarter of an hour; and I was 
dozing off to sleep again, when suddenly arose the most 
fearfiiJ din near to where t.lit tigress had first -soimded tlie 
iove-note t^ Iter rival lovers, a din )ike the cat^rwauH 
of midnight cats magnified a hundredfold. Intervals 
silence, broken by outbursts of thit^ infemal &hnoking a 
moaning, disturbed our rest for the next hour, dying 
away gradually a^ the tigers retired alung the Ix^d of tim 
riyer. In the morning I found all the incidenta of a 
three-volume novel in feline life imprinted on the sand; 
and marks of blood showed how genuine the combat part 
of the performance hod be^n. For the assurance of the 
timid, 1 may as well say that I have never had my camp 
actuftlly invaded by a tiger, though coustjintly pitched, 
with a Alender following, and without any sort of piecau* 
tion. in the middle of their haunts. It etrikes a stranger 
to jungle ways a little oddly, perhaps, to boo a man in 
the warm cummer nights calmly take his bed out a hundred 
yarth* [rom the t^nta. He down under the canopy of hea\'^n, 
listen, pipe in mouth, for half an hour to the noisftA of 
wild animals, and then placidly fall asleep. He soon leamA 
to do the same himself. 

About the end of the rains, in September and October, 
the red deer collect in large herde on the topg of the 
plateaux; and I have been told of assembhiges of several 
hundred head at that season* l^hey are then beginning 
to rut, and are very eaay to get at» the C6nda and fiygas 
killing great numbers with their axes, aided by their stroi^ 
tall d"»^. The best heads are to be got from these people; 
and that figured opposite, which is a veiy typi^-jil one, 
was killed either thus or by a tiger. I myself never got a 
eomplctc bead with more than ten points, though 
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Boourcd fiome heavier thati the twelve-pomted one figured 
below, It« length U 33j iuuhes rouiiti lUe curve of eH4;h 
aniler, nnd extremi; t^prvftJ 30 mches. There nm few 
larger in the foieata. 

In the rains the wild bufialo wandcra in herds all ovor 
these Mandla highlands. Thoy mostly disappear, however, 




when llie luiMv raUk- lui- Ivnnight up to gnizt^ in tht* t>\Kn 
^cn^on^ a few only lingering in th<^ most secluded valleys; 
and they must then be sought in the less accessible jungles 
to the Bouth and weet. Thither I mu&t cany the reader 
to intniduce liim to the animal, as I never was in the 
Mikndla district at the time when the buSaloes are found 
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AN EXPLORATION IN THE FAB fiAffT 

The HiglilanJs of Central India may perhaps pi 
be said to t-erminiite where tlie att^ep southern face 
the M^kul range, trcrulhig Away tn the nort.!)-eaat> culmin- 
ates in the high bluff promontory of Aiuarkantak. Stendinj 
liCTC on this prominent point, the very (ocus and navel of 
India, the eye rangeg over a panorama perhaps iiif«Ti(»r 
in ejctent to no outlook in the whole peninsula. The rain 
tlijit d(»tles this little plateau of a few fit^iiare mit^ft with 
the greenest of verdiue, hikving the peruharity of fteldora 
ceasing for more than a few days at any part of t>he yMi* 
forma the- first begiuninge of three ^eat rivers, who&o watos 
flow in opposite directions to the aeaa on either side of 
India. Tlie infant Narbada bubbles forth at the feet of 
the observer, endofiedbyrehgiouacareinawallof niat«mry, 
and MiiTounded by Hindu temples, and thence meandon* tm 
for some miles through a narrow glade, carpeted with 
beautiful gross, and Sngcd by forcats of Bal; at iir»t a 
tiny bum, but growing rapidly by union with others, till, 
some three miles from the fountaiBj it leapii over the edge 
of the plateau in a cleftr fthoot of about thirty feei. Seven 
hundred and fifty miles further on it rolls, a mighty river, 
into the watera of the Arabian Gulf. In the Ioca! givite 
Mythology the Narbad^^ is the maiden Mykal-Kanj'i, 
daughter of the M^kal Mountain, from whose brow &be 
RTtrings. Refiietless in her divine niight, at her first birth 
alie overflowed the earth in a destnictive Hood, till, in 
answer to the prayers and aarrificea of men, the Ureat God 
sent the Vindhyfi Mountain and liia ecvcn stalwart aons^ 
to restrain ler, when ehc ehrank into her present channel, 

' Thencu dliv unum 34t-pur4, uppUed to tluuv iLigLljuuLi, SaA ptiM 

meaning Mr*rfllljf the '" Seven Sons. ^ 
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leaving behind htT flic OnTigc^ and otIiOT rivers, as poolH arc 
left by tlic receding tidc> llcncc the a&actity ol the 
Nitrbndu ia superior to that of all other rivers, though 
the godfl gave the preference lor the Br&t five thoiiBand 
years o£ the KAU-Yug to the Ganges, Twentv-eight yean* 
only of thirt perio<l now remain imexpiredj when tl»<» Ir»cjJ 
Brahmans fully cxjieet the NarhailA to surpass as a plaice 
of pilgrimage all other rivers of b]dia. As it in^ the parent 
b-pring lit Ainarkniituk, and many ploccu along itu course, 
are placm of gnuit sanetity to pilgrimfi fron:i all part« of 
India; and the help of the railway, which is by uo means 
scorned by the devout tfindi'j (who likes to "boil his 
J^e.af\ "), bidfl fair to realise in flome degree the propheicy of 
the Puranfi^. A little to the north of the source of the 
Narbftdd rictee the Joliilld, a fttreara whi(;h shortly joins 
the Sono, also bom in lhcj*c hilK and flows north into the 
Ganges ; while, »till only a few stups frum these, another little 
iitream, the Arpa, bubblejt forth, and shortly tumbles over 
the cheer cliff to the south, and mingles with the great 
Mahanadi, which driuns the pkiiis of Ctmttis'garh into 
the Bay of Bengal, IVom this height of 4000 ieet tho eye 
embraces a view of tliree-fnurtliA of a circle, uninterrupted 
by anything but the blue h^vze (if distance which tiniitti the 
Tuion* Far below to the south, lying like a chcMboard, is 
the open cultivated plain of Chattis'gurh, atretcliing out 
to the ultcnnofit range of vitiiun. Tu the eaet and north, 
SOOO feet below, appears a fiat sea of greenery, broken here 
and there by an uolated peak tliat appears to reach the 
level of the observer. In the (aint dist4ince beyoiul riaea 
another wall of rock, visible only on a clear day a;* a faint 
Tiolet'coloured shade across the sky. The green plain 
h a vast forest of sAI, unbroken by tillagCt and scarcely 
inhabited by man, and the rocky rampart beyond is the 
buttR^ss of ani.Tther table-land eddied SirgujA, the land 
of the K6ljib<.iriginea, and beyond the limits of our province 
My miwion for the succeeding six months was to explore 
taid vast region of sol forest, lying to the north and caA 
of Amarkantak, and stretching hr beyond and to the 
south of tlie plain of Chactis'garh. in the semi-independent 
country called the Garhjilt States- 
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Over all this country roame Ac wild buffulo, and b 
the forest* north and east of Atnarkantak were then found 
large lierds of m]d elophant^, which descended at the 
ripening of the <^rojH* of Clmttis'g^irh to tlie akirbi of the 
forcfit, doing immcnrtc daniiige^ and forming a aerioua 
obstacle to the cultivation of the country. To penetrate 
to their haunts, aecortazn their iiiunbcrs, and propose moane 
for their destruction, waa another object of our expeditkoi. 

In the end of January I descended the BaJudhjir pcus 
from llie Mandljl diHtiitrL, and marched across tlie Chattis'* 
garh plain, ivhen; ant«1o|ie, duck», snipe, etc., afforded 
perpetual occupation for the gun* to the station of B&i'pAr, 
where I met the Cliief CommUBioncr'B ciinip and my future 
CQiiipnnioD in this expedition — Captain B.> of Her Majesty"* 
— ' — Rf-'gimeut. Thence we proceeded to the eastern mud 
southern forest*, marching rapiJly to get from one portion 
of these forests to aTiotlier, when- ilaya and weeks vroald be 
po^idcd in tramping about the hills and making notea* tbaflj 
great part of wMeh would po68e«s no intflreat for the 
general reader. Wo never allowed ourselves to linger for 
sport; but the herds of builidoes are in Bome part^ of this 
country so numerous that it woulcl have bc«n ahnost 
impossible to avoid enroimt'enng them. 

The extreme western range of the wild buffalo ■ rflfl 
Central India is ainioet exactly marlced by the 8uth meri-^ 
dian of longitude^ or in physical features by the Wyn- 
Ganga tnbutniy of the Godfivari rivers and belt>w their 
junction almost by the latter river itaelf. 1 say ahnostf 
because in a trip down the Oodavari river which 1 made 
during the rains, 1 saw the tracks of a herd of buffaloea 
on the western side of that river, at the " third barrier " * 
south of the station of ChSnd^, that is, a short distance to 
the west of the fiOth meridinn, Tlie nntiven, howmej*, uAd 

' Bithfdii^ arnt. 

' TbeM "barners" am pointA b tho couiw of thift river irbftr» 
itfl otIierwtBc Btiil, Ukc-likc <li&rzictcr u brokec b^ spotc* in wliieli 
tlie fiver a&?.uD3es moiv iLe rkdractci uf a. luuuuLain stTe&m. The^ 
iniemiiit what would otherwise l>e an unbrok*»n *!rpich of waterway 
into Xh& heart ol the oountiv* aud urc uov^ bein^^ dealt with by a aUfl 
el skilful 4?D;;iiii-«TB. l^hntily a Iverd ul buITaWa would tit)d it coaiei 
tocn>M at lino of tl^ete barriers thau elatwheru. 
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Bttthoro that thoy otdy urofiB the rivor iti the mhiy Be^non, 
Mtod tliat tiii-y do not penetrute very far to tlie west^ so that 
HO slight HD exceptmn may fairlv be held to prove the 
general rule. So tar, then, from tlie rommon adage tif the 
aportsman being tnie that the wild hui^alo does not extend 
eoutJi of tfao Narb&d^, the truth h that tlie atiima! is unknown 
to the fiorth of it, in the longitude of that river. It ha< 
been tttated that the feral buElAloeK of these purtj^ ure i>iity 
tht* tlc^Hcetidunt-i of tKmi; iim\H run wild, ah idea tlint will 
not hold water for a second- They liave nil the habits of 
fully wUd aniiuals, are extremely numcrotw in the part* 
they inhabit, and exactly correspond in dae and every 
particular with the aboriginally wild buffaloes of o^aatem 
J$engal Two varieties are lecogiuf^ed in India, differing 
chiefly in the length and ^hape of l-he homs. They have 
been called by Hodgfioo, H. Macroc^ro^, and B. Spcwocerm, 
the horns of the former )>cing h>ng, straight, and inoie 
slender, and of the latter, shorter, thicker, and more curved. 
All the Central Indian species ^hat I have seen neruin to 
th« l*iLt^er race, the avemge length of. the hornw uf a mat.iire 
bull being three-and-a-half to lour feet. No animal baa 
changed bo little in domestication as the bufialo. In 
appcarancci the v^ild animal ia extremely like the tome one, 
but fully a third larger, and showing fine, plump, sleek 
wmdition, in-st^jid of the slouchius, itcraggy appearance 
of the dnniewtii: '* buff," and po^^,sMiig ihe^ee nction and 
air of a denizen of the wiida. I have never heard an 
authentic cA&e of tJtcir iutcrbrcoding with the donic^tio 
rate, though indi\ndaahi of the tatter Bomettmes join the 
wild herdn, and bQcume dtilicult to reclaim. In height 
1 have never jseen a wild bufTalo <>xcued Hixt4!«u Imndft^ 
but though thus les& in stature than the biaon, the bu&do 
tstaudfl on much fihorter legs, and i^ altogether a heavier 
built animal, so that in bulk and weight be must a 
good deal exceed the wild bull of the hitb. They never 
mterfere ^'ith f-arh other, the hUon adhering to billy tracts, 
while the hufTnlo tFt eK^enti^illy a lover of plwia and lerd 
plateaux, where the extenaive swamps he delighte in can 
be found, The very different structure of their hoofs 
would 6uilicc of it^eU to indicate Um, thow of tbe bu&k> 
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b^ing broad andplait^r-lik^, to support litmoD soft gnyund; ■ 
wlii^ thane of the bi&on, who has U^ pick his way among ^ 
rockfs are wrmderfully nma!! for his aiz«, as neat and g&me- 
like and little larger than those of the sdmbar deer- Tic 
buffalo id nlBo much lesd intolerojit of man and hie works 
than tlio bison, invading the rico cultivation, and ohcn 
dpfyiiiK idl ntteniptj* Ut iltiv^ him from the neighbourhood 
of vilhigcs. Tlkey txn^ altogether very Jefiaiit of man, and, 
unlike the bison, will generally permit a dose approAch 
without finy coiiceiilment. where tliey hove not heexx mtich 
moloated, trmiting iippmently to their formidable aspect 
to secure the retreat of the invader, which is usually wuc- 
cemful. If the att^ack be followed up, hcjwcwr, they almuttt 
always make off at last, and are then not bo easily got it 
again. 'I'he favourite reaorts of the buflalo arc on the 
akirtd of the lower gal foreKtgi, where they run out into the 
OMn plain, and between thorn and the rice cultivation 0I 
tfaeM regioufl, in the great open, swampv plains^ wherafl 
long rank gmss affords the wort of cover they bke. " 

Our firat introduction to the wild bnfialo in this trip 
wu;3 near the high road between Rtii'piir and SotnbalpAr, 
when B., who had the ehot (in atalkin^ a herd together we 
always arranged by turns who should have the first shot), 
l^iUefl a cow. We followed the herd a long way, and 
woujiiled another, but could not bag. For a long tirot 
after thia wc were employed in the forests, and though wc 
eaw a few, never bad time to hunt theni^ until» near tbaJ 
Mah&nadl river, wc came out on a cultivated plain, ofl 
wlii<h a large bull and four cows had completely taken 
possession, cTevastatiug Uw rice, and charging inmsi^riim- 
natcly at all who approached. A Baboo from the neareal 
pohce station had come out a little while before to rid th« 
place of the invader, but contented himsoli with firing 
away all lus anmiunition &t half a mile's dij«Utucu from the 
top of a house, and the bull remained monarch of all he 
surveyed. We had scarcely euteretl on the plains when 
the owner of the ruined rice fields pcinted out bis enemy, 
looming out against the horizon as large as an elephant, athd 
we at once made preparations for the attack- The place 
was as level attd open an a billiaid- table, no we had to rel' 
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on our rifles alone. Wo wore both toavily armed with 
two-ounce rifles, however, and several smaller guns in 
reserve, so we marched straight on the foe, with oiir very 
miflcellaneniiA park of dogs under orders 1o be \ei go at the 
first shot. The IniU and Uth han^ni came boidly down to 
moot us, and as wc appn^achcd commenced Iii3 u^cual 
demonstrations to put us to flight — pawing the earth with 
hiH feet, tossing hU mighty horns, and iiiak'mg i^hort runjs 
in our direction. But we Kteadily *idvauced, ttnd when 
within about eighty yards separated a httir, so tliat one 
should get a flank shot, the iull front of the bnfialo being 
practically proof against lead. It waa my turn for fir&t 
ghot, and when about dsty yards intervened I knelt down 
and brought the heavy lille to bear on the point of Iua 
nhoulder. Cnu^h went two ounces of lead. nn»j»ell<H! hy 
eight drachma of puwder. against hi;4 fough uide, and he 
feU upon hia kiicc»> Bang wcut jioverfll more of our ahota, 
and he stumbled off dead lame and very much creetfallen. 
Following him up with the dogs^ who were now ba^nrg 
round him, we overhaulod Iiiiri in an open field, and repealed 
th(^ do6e again and again tiil he fell heavily agaiiLHb the 
embankment of a rice-tield, and then, ateppm^ up, I put 
a threeouncc dhcll beiiind hia shoulder, and with a quiver 
of the limb8 ho gave it up. He was a fine animal, m the 
pnmd of life, anu we were amazed at the bulk and strength 
exhibited by his nia?i8ive form. The honia weR* faeh three 
feet ten inches long, which is nearly the extreme length 
they ever attain hcrcn ' He had sixteen bulteta in him before 
he died, several of large calibre, and at close quarteiB. 
We were, however, ahcwting with bullets of plain lead, and 
1 founil that my liral two-ounce l«dl, propelled by eight 
drai^hms of powde-r, had flatter^ out on his shoulder, 
pulvensing the bones, however, and tompletely laming 
nim. After this we eihot with hardened projectiles. 

Next dAv we embarked in a long canoe» hollowed from 
the stem of a mighty s&\ tri-e» on the boM>m of the iVIahiLnadl 
and sailed down to t^umbalpur in two Aiiy& and a night* U 
was mighty exciting work, tlie stream passing at intervota 

^ Fijoflil Eioma cif much krccr sUt have htcn found iu Uie Nttrbftdfl 
grtkvalji^ «Joii^ witL buacH <it tue hippo|)oUiniua. etc. 
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over lon^ rapiiit*, wlierft the water, hroken inlo i 
ebuimcls, ruelicd between narrow l»kitk5 OTCrliui^ witli 
bui^c^. the boatmen uteerbg tiic canoe with long poles 
in the moBt dexterous tnanin*r. now warding her bows from 
a i-ock (jn w)iich the stream brtike in a sheet of foam, then 
prostrating themselves at the bottom of tlie boat to avoid 
tbe Awi^ep of the branches, while the canoe shot through 
some narrow paeaage, and prei^cntly emei^ng, afc«r a 
final «havc against a sunken rock, into a deep and silent 
pool, wliero tho j^laxh of huge fish, and the cye-knobfi and 
Kcmtlvd bjK'ks of i-n>L-odile>; filing ubouty £ih<JU'td that 
we had entered one of the long, sili^nt maches that break 
at mtcrvaifl tlic torrent of these mountam rivcrsL My 
companion had got a severe attack of fever, wliicli ntarred 
what would otherwise hove been a aiifticiently jolly trip. 
After resting awhile at this most secluded of stations (they 
get their supphes fium Oalc:ult^, several hundreds ul niilov 
away» on men's heads, and a convoy Imd just been trampled 
up by wild elephanta before we arrived), we started again 
for the Garhjat States, where, the next month ^-as spent 
in unremitting toil among th^ir niggeil lulk. Here we 
were amons the £h6nd aborigines, famous for the &Uni 
sacrifaes ofhuman beings to the drea<I goddess Kfilt, How 
tln^y can Imve been confounded with our Central Indian 
Glands 1 cuiuiot imagine. They are much blacker unci more 
negro-like in their physique, and apeak a wholly dificrent 
hinguaget a few wordat only of wliich approximate, like 
G6ndlf to the TAniil of the south- Their country is wholly 
beyond the limits of the Central Highlands; and it would 
be out of place to enter here into a detailed description of 
the tribe, even did the few woeka I passed among thcin 
justify such an undertaking. We returned from this trip 
with most of our following severely ill of fever, contracled 
ill l.hi-f^c cJoKe jinigles, Mei^ waiter in so st^n;^ aitd had at 
this time of year (April) that we rose, like river gods, from 
our dnily bath hung with the green slime of the Tctid pools 
from whicli our suppliers were drawn. Aa we marched 
northward again we entered the valley of the JcVuk river> 
a IribiHHry ot thu MalulnHdi^ and here we fell in again rtith 
it lienL of buffaloes, and halted for a day or two tg 
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Our 



pitched 



recnut our followers and shoo 
IjcIow a great ftpieaduig tree 
village of Jild4. Eaten up by the buffaloes, the p<;np]« had 
moved off to a lefls open i^pace. Around ua was a sea of 
lon^ grass, bounded by low hills and sal forests on the far 
honzon. Here our poor fovcr-stricken people paraded 
till: Tr twelves in rows to let the v-un uito their bhiveting bouc«, 
nnd three limes a thiy got n dose- of quinme nW niond^ a 
course of treatment (preceded by a smart dose of jalap} 
which sonn frcca a native from this hot-weather fcvcn 

When marching in tlic morning, about & coaplo of miles 
from camp we eaw a herd of filty or aixty buffaloed standing 
up t<) their knees in a Hwamp among long grass. It w«i* 
B. 5 turn for the hhot, and w^ S]>ent several hours t^y^g ^ 
get near enough to &hoot. i*he buffaloes wcie very wild, 
having ixicn nmoh fired at a few we«ka before by a sports- 
man with long-range smatl-boTo rifles. Aj^ wc approached 
on one side they waded tlirougli the swamp and went 
out on the other, reversing the prticcss when wc cliaiigcd 
the direction of approach. At last I got on my hor«», and 
took a light breech -loading gun, to try and get round and 
drive them aeroHfl to B. They now got alarmed, and made 
off towards the head of the swamp; and on our following 
them on eitlier bank, left it uIt<^»tfethor, and started at 
their be^l [wiw- across a rising ground. The ground ^evnied 
very favourable fcr riding for that i^oimtTy, bq I eould not 
resist the temptation to breathe my little na^ at them, and 
W8£ soon galluping full sped in their rear. My animal was 
an Arab pony, about thirteen three in height, but game as 
a bantam, and wondertully suri^fiwited over bad ground. 
To my auipnsc and delight, I found mynelf ahead of them 
in less than half a mile; and, shooting pitst, Iooke<l out for 
a worthy quarry among the labouring mae*. I fixed on a 
bull with lon^ horns, who^ jthluing tips daneed in the 
Hunlight conspieuous above them all, and was just ranging 
alongude to nre wlirn h tremendous bound of my littlt^ naff 
nearly unseated nic, and wc just escaped the long pointed 
horoA of a lean brute of a cow that shot paat my quarter, 
and then pulled up beyond me, shaking her head and 
looking very wicked indeed. I Peered ofl, and let her 
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proceed to rejoin the herd, giviiu ber a broadside of tin 
oamls a^ die pasMpd, whicfa wu foilowod hy anntber md-«i 
chni^ for 9e\'eral hundred yards. Gvfintually Alie venl 
off agAm towfiub tbc retreating herd; but, thou^ Uie 

rui)d hiid now become very bsS» cut up in all diroctiow 
deep rifte m the black soil and pitted by tho old toiftr 
markH of the hiifTaliKw, T was not going to docliii« Uw 
cballi^Tiau of i\m It^litiTig cow. So afUT rrloadiug my 
breech-loader, which wa» a very Ught snipe gun prcacd 
into ball scnicc, and wholly unfit for thb sort of wotfc. 
I cantered after her, and, when within distance, made & 
rugb past, intending to firs mto her at close quarters. But 
she Vkiis too quirk for me, and we aInioHt. met, my gun gO<l^ 
off, i bclieA'e hamilftfiflly, in her face. I had annih<?r narroir 
ahavc aa ahe again cliarged me. the Uttlo horac atumblit^ 
heavily pevftral timcfl in tho frighthil ground. Again sbo 
aheered off, and onco again I rode up, though not so dtm 
»H before, and gave lip-r iMfth barreh^ holding the gun out 
tike a pi^t^jl. Hhc felt th«vsi>, and, though shakmg her 
head in a thrcutcning numner, did not charge again. She 
now held on slowly behind the herd; and as I felt 1 couU 
not kill her with thi» weapon, I waited behind, hopmg 
she would lie down and the heavy rifles come up. Presently 
slie slackened her pace to a vi'allc, and I watched ber from 
behind a buwh. Peering caiitioiwly all round, she went 
on a little further, and then, after fitanduig about five 
minutes watching, lay down in the long gra&(> I marked 
the @pot carefully, as 1 thought, by a buih, and tben rode 
bock full 8plit for a heavy rifle. About a mile behind I 
met IV ^^■it.fl the rifles attd tlogs, and wc procreeded l^ogetber 
to finish off the cow. My lai^e rifle had got bulged on one 
barrel some time before, being unablo to bear the proper 
chargee for buffalo-fihootin^, eo I Iiad only one barrel to 
depend on. We walked up through the arass close to the 
the ftpot I had uiarkeJ, but she wa« not there- I soon lost 
the Bearings, there being fifty bushes just like tJie one 
1 liad marked her by, and we wandered about» a little 
apart, looking for her. I had fttood up on an ant-hill to 
;et a better look, when just below mo up started her sa\-ago- 
i>okiz]g hicud iLiid lung liorus, and idie plunged towurda 
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in thegrUBi A b&llfrom the Lcuvy rifle in the neck turned 
hOT, find she patMdbotwoon B. and mc, preventing both of 
UB Irooi fuitner firmK. The doga now tackled her, " Tin- 
ker " i:i particuLir {who!^^ deeds of valour in the wolf Kno 
havA already been recorded) striving to seize her by the 
nofle as she tore along. A couple of Eiuidred yards further 
on she stopped in another patch of grass* the dogs baying 
round her, and Tinker, exnaii^ted by the great heat, lying 
down in the shade of a bush, but fi^nng at her the momeDt 
»he tried to move. We marched up, at a shtut int-erval 
from each other, and, arriving first on her blind side, I saw 
her glance at B., ghake off the doga, and creeping forward 
in u stealthy manner like a tiger, watch for him, vnih horns 
laid back, behind the screen of grass and bushE>s that 
intervened. Before he ftrrived, however^ I took a steady 
Hht>\. at her net^k with the Utile double fourtw.n -gauge 
riHe, dropping her stone dead. We found she had »n old 
bullet wound in the flank, which was full of maggots, 
oeeounting for her extremely poor condition and unuHiml 
savagen^as. The small-bore rifle of our predecenHor in 
these hunting -grounds was probahly the cause. Her honm 
were of full row length, the pair nieaeiiring eight feet four 
inchet^ round the curve and across the akull. 

The herd was now clean gone, of courec, in the mean- 
time, and we turned towarcb* camp. On the way B. shot 
ft cow, and I wounded a bull, and lost him in the long graaa. 
Wliile smoking our pipes aft^^r hreaktsist, one of the men 
who had remained to look after the wounded hull came in 
to say that he bad been found lying down in an open plain 
about a mile away, looking very savage. We sallied forth 
itimiediately to encounter him, and found him lying close 
to a little ridge that had been the embankment of a rice 
field when the eoimtry wjui cultivated, and was now over- 
grown with tflll graaa. He had taken up a position which 
commanded all approache.^ and, as there vfm no oovor. 
there wa« nothing tor it but to march up on foot. When 
within «bout sixty yardm I took n nhot with ti t^niall rifle, 
on the uccunu-y of wliieh I c^^iild rely, tvt hij4 bnwd forfdiexd 
Toclining on the bank. But the an^e was wrong, and the 
ball glanced off Mithout injur>' to the bull, who Hprang 
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^H GD hiA feet and retrc&tcd to the middto of the field. Hio 

^H dogti werc^ now loo^, and bayed Tonnd him till he began- 

^H Txi clutse tliem al) rfnind the field; but as soon aa our b^ds 

^B apjK<nr(^l i>vi.<r the fringe; of gnu», he left them and chaigew 

^B down fit ourselves. There was do aort of 6hett«r, an4 
^B every one had to look out for himself. I stood till he va^ 

^M vniixin about half-a-dozen pacee, and then jumped «a^ 

^B of his course in the gmss, not a moment too sooup my rifl^ 

^^ txjing wliirled out of my hands and its ramrod broken^ 

RiHTovering it. I tivful the undii^t'liarged barrel into the back 
of h\A plioulder. ard at the same time the report of B.*tf 
li&e in front of him rang in tny ears. Kext moment I saw 
B. fall it]>inniTi(:; to one side, while the hull came down on 
hi» kiH-rj^, TiiikiT, wJnj liad da^heJ past uIonjE wjtli him, 
clinging nobly to hia nofie. Neither npare giin, gun-bcarcr, 
nor the dog-boj' was in ai^htj as I dashed about, looking 
for the wherewithal to Sniah the ^tm^ling bull. At laaS 
I saw them, shrunk into nothing, in a shallow hollow in the 
black Holl, and, seizinK a cuuple of the guns, was hurryiitf 
up to the scene of action, whei^ I met B,, safe mid **nun<C 
though rather pale, and at the &ame time heard the report 
of a rifle, and saw the bull fall ever dead. My Mahomcdan 
shik^rlf a man accustomed to sitoot, had fortunately 
ensconced himself, with mj spare rifle, close to where the 
bull stopped after kncx-king B. over; and, putting the 
muJule to hifl head, had pulled the triggers of Both barteb 
at once ! Tinker was covered with mire and blood farom 
the bulh but otherwieo uninjured, while the nose of Uie' 
buffalo showed how determined hftd been his grip, B, 
had Ijeen cfiiight fnrtniialHelT with the wiJ^ide etlge of liiii 
horns, and but slightly, in tne arms and ribs, and wa;! not 
hurt beyond loss of wind and the shock of hia fall* 

The next day B. had fever, and was so shaken aa to- 
require a rest, and I went out alone in another direction. 
X came on a herd of about forty, gra^tuig in an open plain 
some two mileH aonth of the camp, and prtjceeded to stjilk 
them. J bad an elephant with me, and dent dim round 
a long drcuit to attract their attention while 1 eropt ia, 
Getting within about a hundred yards, I saw that the 
biiSaloes had a bull nilgAi along v,it\i them, which main- 
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iitin^cl a ^Imrp outlook all round, while tJic l)ufr>ilf:i«s 
gazed stupidly at. the olephatit, I was tnmcliisd in grass 
about tlu'ee feet tiigh, and could not get any nearer for this 
singiilar sentinel So I remained &ii\l. and pmscntly the 
elephant dmappearod in some low jungle, and the' herd 
hegiin agaiu to graze. They fed down towards me, and whwi 
about seventy yards off I fired at the leader, who was 
Btanding end nn to me, and was raked fore and nil l>y tlic 
heavy hard ball, falling prone, toes* upwards, on the ground. 
Inflt^d of retreating, the herd now gathered about their 
comrade, and trntted rounds snuffing tho blood, and looking 
about for their concealed enemy. The wreathing smoke 
of my rifle betrayed our pcudtion, and it was not without 
aomc alarm that I flaw tnem draw up in a aemicimie of 
pawing hoofs and snorting nostrila, surmounted by forty 
pairs of monstrous honxs* My gun-bearer, Peer Khan, 
and I thought discretion the better part of valour under 
such cirt^unistances, and espying, sonie way to our rightj 
tlie pollarded tnink of a aAj tree, we retreate*l, snake 
faahion, through the grass, and clambered up it, Getting 
to the tup, I sot on its smooth eummit, while Peer Kh&n 
rooBtod crow-like on a branch, the only one, a foot or two 
lower down. I new opened fire on the berd^ the firat shot 
from the large rifle almofit kntx^king me off my perch with 
the heavy recoil; 1 believe I'eer Khan, who had reloaded it, 
had put in a double charge of powder. 1 then tii^ two 
rounda from the fnurtoen-bore, nic herd pausing irresolute, 
and Gnally breaking into a panic-stricken tljght. The balls 
had knocked the dried mud in ekmds from th<?ir bides, 
and ono ri^mainixl Htanding n\\ tfic^ gnnuul, while amdh«r 

(lagged, vciy lame, behind the retreating herd, 1 went up 
and finished the Gist, and then tracked up the other a long 
way till it went with the herd into a heavy swamp, when 
I returned to camp. I did not see, in the ct^nfusiun* what 
became of the nilg&i ; but he was not with the lienl when 
it rctreakHK 
Our experience of the wild buffalo was thus different 
from that of aome. who have reported it to be a timid, 
inoffensive animaL As is the ca.se with most wild bea^ts^ 
it all depends, I believei on whether you pncitw thvm lianl 
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OT not; &nd probably many might be sUngbtered at loog 
mngea without evtrn I'lKTitiiig w charge. If followdd up cm 
foot, 1 believe tbe buflHlo Uy be ii iimch rnort! dangerous 
npponPBt than the biaor, being leas timid, and also found 
in coimlry where there is usually no protection to be derived 
from trees or rock^. In Bcngtd they arc acaicely ever ehot 
in any way but frnm elephnnta ; and then have been knoini 
to pru34tnLto an eleph&iit m their charge. The prime spon 
with Uic hulTalneis is t m hon*eb»K't ; bet it i» rare t hal ground 
IR found iit to nde them on ^ith aJiy d^rc« of safety, ajid 
I never heard of its hftving been occotnplifihed excepting 
on the occasion above related. I am anrc, though, that 
with & horse clever over rough ground^ and a light, breech- 
tnadiiig earbine, capital runs at huffah^ea might often be 
serurea by wat^-hing them into favourable [grotmd. To 
kill them with the apear would* 1 conceive, be utferly out 
of the question. Wc cut open ona bull down the cbc^t 
with an oxe, to yee what etojiped our balk so strangely in 
front :<)iu1^, and fnimd that u luUet fired iut<i the cbeet haa 
to pa«B thn>ugh mora than two feet of hide, bone, and 
gristle before rearhing the cavity of the bingn. Nor is tbe 
brain more accessible, the animal hokbng ita head either 
elevated till the not*e is level with the eyes, or, if chiugin^ 
down between its fom-legs, and quite protected from a 
^hot. A plain leaden btdl^t of nii ouuc^ neight. with three 
drachms i.jf powiler, will go clean thrmigh tJm r^kuU if bit 
perpendicularly, which, however, it is nearly impoRsible 
to do. Thcs beat places to fire, both at biaon and buffalo, 
are through the point of the ahoulder, if tlic rifle bo power- 
ful enoufzh^ or^ if not, then behind and a httle above the 
elbow. Tlie c*?ntre of the nec^k is also very deadlv, if tine 
aim be tnie; natives almost always fire there iiVith their 
matchlocki^. The akull and homa of a bull bufblo are 60 
large and heavy as to form a ooD^iderablc encumbrance as 
a trophy to the sportsman marching fast with a light campu 
Itfi value h completely spoilt, huwever, by sawing off im 
homa and throwing away tlit* slaill, as is oft«n done. Tbe 
better way is to boil away the flesh, and wait a few daya 
till tbe hom-Bheaths loosen on the bony cores, when tbey 
«o be taken off, and the corw sawn down, leavrng only 
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ft few itirhes to give tlic set r»f tlie liorDS. In doing tliift, 
tJie wrmderful provision for giving requisit* strength to 
the structure, without imdtie weight, by coDstructing the 
boTiy cores like hollow celb, crossed by stays in every 
direction, will not foil to be perceived- 

We nmrched on clown the valley of the J&nk through 
tracts of sil, nnwtly dpTa,strt*ed by tlhya cultivation, tn 
the M&h&imdi, and then along it and its triiiutary^ the 
Arpi, to the little ciinl station of Bllfi^dr, where we 
amved on the 28th of Aprilj and began io malce armngc- 
mentK for an expedition to the elephant haunts in the 
great nAl forest to the north of that station. It was re- 
porl.*>tl to be .'icniTfly inhabited except by a few utterly 
Bavngc Bhi'tn^id^: and it vva^ certain that no supphea of 
any sort would bo procumblc Our first bufiuiesa was, 
thoroford. to hire a large herd of Biinjard bullocks, wnth 
llitir drivt'rs, and hmd them up with gr^in; and »uth wft« 
then the hind-h^^kwi condition of this fertile country that 
wc purchased as much wheat, gram, and rice hb we required 
at the rate of about ItK) lb, for a shilling ! 

On the 3rd of May we rode out to Ratanpiir, the ancient 
capita! of a RdjpAt dyna-rty which ruled over the (greater 
part of this ctiitt^rn country from the earliest tiinej* «ill 
the hivusi^m of the Maratlni^ in the eighteenth century. 
This ancient place ia an example of the decay which has 
overtaken many of the old Hindfi citica since the extinction 
of the native dynastioR, and the decay of orthodox Hindfi 
religions Bentiment^ Standing on a little central hill, ou 
whoKe Humtnit the whito painted dome of a t«mple forma 
A landmark to the aurrounding country, the eye looka over 
great vistaa of cnornioua banyan and mango groves, em- 
bosomed in which sleep the waters of a hundr»l and fifty 
fank.1, and shrouded in whose recesses, with here and t)i(>re 
a ribb^nl Kpirc visibb above, Ue the crumbling niina of a 
va8t number of tetnples, pakcea, and fofti«. A day'^ ramble 
ecarccJy discovers a tithe of the archicolog^co) tceadurea 
which hero await the inspection of the curious. Much 
of the city haa already fallen to pieces. Great \ffitenanted 
imutoETv buildings attest the former wealth and Htale 
of its mhabit«ntei, while incan little mud ahantiei^ ^nrl 
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thatc}iecl Iiovel^ cliitit^riDg Hgaiiist tbeir walk wil.nen 
the poverty of the diminiahed number of itfl modem ra 
dcnta. As tlie temples of the old faith have suffered dea 
so. too. has the religion itself; and orth^idox HindtUf 
hatt over all this country becti extensively displaced bj 
d^ifiiii, planted less then fiftr yearj« ago among tbe Chan 
inhabthint^ of Chattis'garh by a pnipliet ol their own ra 
It i^ like the Buddliiam of old. an upriding of thi^ dov 
trodden low castes against the tyranny of Br&hmanii 
itft leading prinriplos being abjuration of prieetdom a 
caste^ acd subetitution for the Brahman ititic pantheon 
the worship of one God, whom they call Sal A<hn^ oti 
'■ Tnie One.'' 

Lying in a low hollow between stirroimding emincnccsi ' 
foul water-tenks, fetid with the »lime of ccntutics, br 
amoDR the people of Ratanpiir every gort of loathao 
di>4ea3Q ; and eveiywhere the hideuiui leper, and tiuftc 
from elephantiaais, are seen Ht^Ikiitg gloomily about 
the shadows of these decaying groves. I was my 
deittined to share in the pestileiice that ifi rapidly dcpo 
lating the place- Coming in heated from our ride* i 
the teiit« not having arrived, 1 was foolish enough 
throw myself down on a string beadatead I found undc 
tree and go to sleep, and in the tivemng foiii^d iiiyaelf o\ 
taken by a sensation which I did not reccgnise- It i 
fever, but not that of makria I had become aocuAtoc 
to. Kext moming I marched, though very ill, ten m 
to the next halting-place ; and the day after, being mi 
wome, WBB carried on six mites further. After toafl 
about ell night I suddenly felt relieved from tlte bum 
fever, and became aware of a fine crop of small-pos pusti 
on my feet- This promised to be the end of my exnloratii 
but, as I had been duly vaccinated, I hoped tiie att 
might be a light one, and determined not to return to 
station while a hope remained of aax>mpliAhing my dei 
to sec the elephant-country. It waa very hot wimro 
now were; but about aeven miles further on roe*c a h 
conical hill, crowned by an old fortress, called Laiilasfl 
which Heemed to possess an elevation of at least 3000 le 
and as, on in^uii'mg about ii, 1 found theie wa^s 
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wat«T on the top, I detennined to get myself cftiriod np 
iliere iia a cooW temperature, »nd li^lit ttinnJ^Ii it witn 
tl^fi help fjf the worlJiy tJiimgli not wry skilful native 
apothecary attached to our camp, while B. went off to do 
04 much oi the exploratiuu as poaaiUc iii the mcaxitinie* 
Next mommg I was c&rried up to a small viUa^o lialf-way 
up the hill^ and which the aneroid showed to be about 
2450 feet above the aea. Here I was met by the Th^4r 
of Lanfa, the landowner of a fionsiderable hilly trant round 
about Laafig'^ih, who, with the utmost civility, led the way 
to a commodit'Utf hut he had prepared for my at.^^oramo- 
dation, of leafy boughs from tho forout, under the shado of 
a large banyan tree, whU<f my t«Dt w^ being mad« com* 
fortHole in the old fcrt on the top uf the lull. A gang of 
wild Bhi^miafl from the Tb&ki^r^ hill viUagea had been 
collected to carry up my things; and throughout the day 
I wae " interviewed " by little knota of them, who would 
steal to the door of the hut, equal down on their bams, 
with their axea hitched over their arm^ and their funny 
lit.tJe leaf pijjes sl.iti.-k liehind tlit-ir e^n*, and remain par- 
fectly contented as long as we let them, drinking in the 
atninge appearance and surroundings of the sahibs. With- 
out ma formidable battle-ase (tongia) and his leaf pipo 
(chongee) you will rarely see the Bh6mi& of these eastern 
regions. The pipe is twi^tad in a few ^condd out of the 
leaf of the palaa tr^} a ))e<''Uliar twicib making the bowl 
and it5 narrow neck iu the moat perfect manner. It looks 
simple, but I never could acquire the knack of it. and ray 
pipes alwaya came to pieces lK>forc thoy were well lit* The 
Bh^mi^LS smoke them once or twice, and then make another. 
They »poke capital llindi, and were not at all Hhy in L-on- 
Tcrsation, though i^ilder in appearanee even than thocie 
of their race who live in the Mandia dUtrict- Hero the 
tribe is known only by the name of Bhumia, the term 
B^&, which is their commoner tribal name in MandlA, 
being restricted to their prie^tr^ and medicine-men in these 
more wisl^^in regions It wtw queer to ?«e what- iriflea 
euilic^od to brine a grin of delight on their blade and unhaud- 
fiomc but good-huinuurcd countcnanrca. Their broadeat 
^ Bvka fnindi>iat ^iU;t vLich liiu wkolu lIikUlcIqI BlUipuiu uomod- 
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grins were didtcd by my three lemnn-aml -white flpAitiek,1 
when tliBy ml up in line to b^ — " Wah Kookur ! feoo-oo- " 
Koo-r4 ! '' exduined among them, twtilymg their delighE ; 
ftn<l vrhen the vinitc^r^ wbo Ttud been imtiat«d to tUd awful 
mystery were excluded fiom the hut to let me have a sleep, 
I eaw tfaem^ throogh the kafr waD, form a deputatioa 
from the whole popakticm of w placp. to solicit my dog- 
h^ to give one more exhibition, by the atd of a boDe, of 
the wonderful performing '* kookurs." For days after 
wardfi frcab parties of tb^ simple savages used to come 
m> to my tent on the hill^ and at down over against me in 
the hope <rf seeing the wonderful spectacle, the news of 
which was rarrie*!, 1 believe, to the utlcrmoflt end* of this 
wiUlftrn^^Afl. When out elephants arrived from bdow with 
my tent and thin^ (there was a pathway as far as the 
village), oil the Bhtmi^ saluted them by placing a hand 
on toeir broad footprint* nrd then touching their fore- 
heads. The wild elephants were truly, as they ^id, the 
rftjia and demons of their cxiimtry at that time, wamleriiig 
wittithftr they list^, and devastating their fields of hill-rioe 
at will. So, as usoal with the offensive powers of nature 
among these tribce, they were ranked and propitiated as 
an exnresftion of the Ueity, The next mommg I was 
carried up to the top of tlie liitl, where my tent tiad beea 
ptklied under a shady tree by the bankii of a small tank, 
which in olden day^ had been excavated for a supply of 
water to the fort. The way up was a etoq) zigziig of 730 
feet. Near the top a clear ecarp of light gray rtxd: rises 
out of the sloping forest-covered hiU-Bide, sweeping right 
round the hill, an inaccessible hitirier exeeptJng at the 
point we ascended, where a patliway has bc^ formed by 
excavation and piling up huge blocks of rocks. The 
entiance itself lay tiirougn a raassivc double irateway of 
great blocks, laid without mortar; and a low wall, of similar 
Cyclopean structure, had aumioiuited the top of tlie preci- 
pic-e, Muc;li of this had now fallen into niin-"*, winch could 
be ticen lying in grwit hejipft in the jungle bulow ; but in 
some placoa^rticularly at the bastions, it was atill almost 
complete. Tlie top was a tolerably level plateau, broken 
T a few knolls, and was at that time covered by long 
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yellow graae, and dotte<l ^^ith trees. Among Iho lattor 
I found some specimtMii^ of ihe clxmy tnw,* which had 
evidently Ix^tm ctitUvHU^d, tticir phim-like luKcaoim Iniit 
bein^ much InjgGr and more fleshy than the wild fipei^im, 
and with very small stones. The only building on the 
top is a smaU temple dedicated to the conflort of Sivi. 
The extreme elevation of the hill, on a mrng ground abovo 
my tent, was shown by t!ie aneroid barometer to be 5410 
feet, which is aJinost identical with that of the 5r>un!t! of 
the NarK^dji at Amurkantak. 

I stayed up here till the I5th of May, rapidly rorovcring 
from my attack, for which I took no medicine but seidlits 
powders. The only phytic I ever took from our worthy 
medit'o was what lie called a "' Larmiuative," valuable in 
fits of ague — brandy and soda, to wit. But he had a great 
etTect, with his pnrgee, and emetics, and aevtn-r.M^jaed 
nie<lical talk, en tJie native lollowing. Tiio TiiiUiiir was 
exceeiUnply kind, visiting me constftntly* and eitting (or 
hf.run4 uUkkig about the affairs of \n^ junuly domain. Ho 
wiLs i% Hue, IjlII, middle-aged man, L-;Liiimng to be a puro 
ll&jpi^t, and a descr^dant of tho ancient dynasty of 
Ratanpflr, wha'se nlronghold for many years waa the fort 
of Laiifagarh. He brought me numoroua dclicacioa pro- 
duced by bis wildfi^ among which two wore particularhr 
acceptable, namelyt a fine pui-e armwroot [TikttT)^ made 
from tho roots ol the wild Curctimti atuj\t:gtijolm, and ft 
beautiful siniiil grain cAlled Sihr, which i:* nothing but 
the produce of aid plnnts of the grain called K^tipamcum). 
generally cultivated by those hill-tribcfi in their dhya 
clearings. After a clearing has been abandoned, Ihe nUnta 
of kl'itlcl rapidly degenerate, and in their third and lourth 
year the grain han nec^ime this &ik&r. It is munh smaller 
than the fully cultivated grain, but al^o much sweeter, 
and with a nutty flavour about it, which id particularly 
deUcious. Very Itttlo of it ia gathered, the labour being 
great for a smull n-^idt; but it t^ ko much aj>prertjU«d an 
to be generally kopL for t]w Ptt/rshdtf'^ or sacnnciul fot^l of 
the gods. It made the best porridge I ever tanted. The 
,Thaktir had t>?en a mighty himtcr in the days of his youth. 
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and was full n( yams of his sport- I rom&tnber few ol 
tltejn* and was too listless at th^ timfi to note tbeni down. 
He fihowed roe & scar received from a man-eating tiger, 
which he and another had done to death with theii bovB 
and arrows. He told me miu^ about the wild elephanta, 
which wandei«<1 all over his own and the n«ii;bDourti» 
rhiefiainci«», their head-4itmrt4^r» being in M^tin ana 
lIpTord, about tweoty-five milcd to the nuttk He fvnlv 
knew of one of thoee animob having ever been killed bj 
a native. He vm» a very old male, with a broken tmk^ 
and was shot in the trtmk with a " bcs&r/' or poiBoned 
arrow, fmm a tree by the DhiitniA, whose rice-field be was 
deva^ating bf low. He wandered long in the neighbouritig 
jungle, gro^-ing thin and weak, and at last aauk down 
nelpkcB in a water-pool wtieie he had gone to bathe his 
miserable body. Tbea a neighbouring lli&k^ came and 
fired &I1 duty into him fnnii hi^ itmtchUiC'k, two biish^U of 
bolletfl tx'irg taken from hi:; carcase after he expired. 

He had anotJier story of a " loathly wonn *' that liaunta 
the foteota of the Uprora country— ilimv and horrid lite 
a great cateipiUar, a cubit and a ^H in ttickneae, aud dnll 
gray in colour, with a aearlet headj to look upon which was 
death. Many had taeen it, hut none had Uved to tell the 
tale. On pre^^^ng hitn as t^i thv suuim of the ai^^urate 
poTlmit c^f llie mon&ter he had drawn for me, since all who 
had seen it had died, he waa at no lose for a reply^ The 
'Hiakur of Upror^ was travelling, tt-ith an attendant behind 
him, when at the eios^g of a stream the latter called 
out, " What is that gieat slimy caten>ilUr'Iike monster 
with a scarlet, head, etc. ? " on which fii^ injtst^^r warned 
Ikim not to look at it, and did not do so h]m;<eH He was 
too late, however, for the servant was dead in a few 
momenta. ■ 

Evening after evening I eat on the highest point of thej 
hill listening to the incessant inu>^ic of the ' myriad crickets "fl 
that seemed to peiint^ate every nur^k and cranny of the ■' 
hill and it* covering "f treea, and gazing over the v«st 
forest prospect spread below. To the aoutli the open plain 
ol Chattas'garh from which wc had come, to the nort£ the 
gieat green wildemGee of the elephant country, dotted ' 
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ftiif] tliere with ifwilftleil hilk A long valley led up into 
tills rcgiun Irom ttic foot o( Uiif&garh. in which a few 
©peclcfl of village clearings could w; seen. Everywhere 
dse w»8 utt^r wa£t«. Far to the west n pmk promontory 
glowed liazi]y in tho aettttig nun. That Vios Amarkantak, 
the source of the Narbad^, to which I took the reader at the 
opening of thin nhapter. 

Many wild aninrnk had their hAunt« in the wooded 
eloping fllcirts of the hill. The han^h. grating roar of the 
panther was hoard nearly every nij^ht; s4mbiir depr were 
iK>[nullmcs seen picking their way up ihi- hill from Lhe plains 
in thc5 early morning ; and oiire I flaw a l>lack bear hurrying 
Up the rocks to hus cavern long after the sun had n^en. 
tianga oi Hanumin mcinkeys stalked about the ruined 
ramparts and the precipice they crowned. On the top 

»were manv hares, peafowl, and painted partridges; and 
jjiy ddgs lijul endlesrt cha^iea after Uie yelhiw wJd cat,' 
ftod tlic hee cat,^ which were hoth more numoroa*!! on ihia 
hill than anywhere else I have seen them. Once when 
BtrolUng round the camp in tlic dusk, looking for a shot at 
the green ]>igconj;, which cvcrj' night came to feed on the 
wild fruits, I saw a pair of gleaming eyes looking down on 
me from the dark shadow m an overhanging banyan tree; 

t»n<l a charge of No. 4 brought down among the dog?< a fine 
red lynjc.^ which they soon di-sjiatched m liia wounded 
condition. It tekcA hard fighting for the be^t of dogs 
to kfll an unwoimdcd lynx, as my pack knew to their 

•cost 
I pined sadly over my imprifioninent on the top of this 
hill. The climate was miidcr by many degrees than it 
had been below, with no hot wind, even at this height o( 
■the summer aeaaon; and it was in particular delightfully 
oool at night. But there were only a few weeks remaining 
of ilic dry MSL^nn ; and we. had to march nearly two hniuliiHl 
miliw after leaving the elephant conntry to eet into Jub- 
bii]p6r^ M) an soon a^ I could move at alt, I descended the 
bill, and marched on an elephant for Matin. At a p)ac4> 
called Sirki, fifteen miles from LafifA, a tiger liad just been 
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killed iridi a poison^ arrow. His companion vas reporud | 
to be sttU in the juncle, and I fouli^My went out to hunt 1 
him In ibe heat of toe day, eliding in my being brought 
fjimtiiig back IhO ramp. \VTipn I reached MAtTn, 1 maJ 
ngain veiy ill. It was far hotter than in LaafAmrh, lyiegi 
Ad it doce in a low valley Burroimded by hill^f. B* did not 
rejoin mc for the next eight days, and I had a very drcuy 
tinio of it indeed. There whs abundance of game about^ 
»tid wveral cow ek^phants drank daily at a p<KiI nut a mile 
from camp. Shooting females, or Anj'thing but old maW 
had been prohibited by the Gowtntncnt, ns there waa an 
intention of e^abliehing a khedda hero to capture tbeoi 
alive« But there waa an old " roauo " about who b»d 
killed Keveral pernonn not long before, and T sent some 
nhiimjafi out to flparrh for him. The second niglii afl^^r my 
arrival 1 wa*i fileeping out^de for coolneas, when I wa* 
rudely awakened, and sat up t€ listen to the oniahing anH 
trumpeting of a licrd of elophant^ on the 8!o|>e of the hill 
above the vilUgc, All iiigla lung, till within a few houra 
of daybreak, f.hey kept on breaking the hainbooe and crying 
fihrilly at intervitla. Our t^iiie fi!ei>ljant<s were very iitieavy 
the whole time; and I tcjok the precaution of secuiing 
them by additional roped, and Htatiooing people with opeara 
beside them to suppreAs any attempt at an ^mcittc. In 
the eveniuff I went, out to the platre^ and found the hill- 
side cDrnpletely levelled, hamboi^ iLom dc»wii, cruahed 
between tneir teeth, and many of their young .^hootj< vj\\f^ 
away, and many trees of the Bouwclliu and t-thcr aciintUy 
rooted apccics ovorthro^v-n and Klripped of the tender bark 
of their top branchefi. The limit of thctr powers in over- 
throwing Lrpes appeared, huwever, to be confined to those 
of not more than about eight inches in diameterj and my 
ezperienoe with trained tame elepliant"! leads to a aimilar 
concluaion- Even these aixs not toni up by the roota^ but 
mereJy borne down by iho application of their full wcighi 
by juean)^ of the forehead and one loot, or, as the native 
faevo aK«urcd rue, of the Atem. The tales of some Africa] 
IravclIcTB of elephan1f< emph»ying Urge trees as prnjoc-tili 
(one declarer fie mw two tjees of eighteen inched dJamef^^j 
torn up and hurled ten or twelve yards) must be uti 
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mythH. A broac] track throtigb the jungle, like a liigh- 
road, led off in the direction taken by the nerd ; and, where 
they hnd eroiwed the dry sandy bod of the fildtln river, 
their trucks of «veiy size, rAnging from that of tho tiuker 
of 11 friot nnd a b^lE diameter to tlie youngster's tho size 
of u teicijp, showed tliat tlie herd must have numl>er<'i] 
some fifty or sixty indinduale, I wa5 ol courae quite 
^ unable to follow them in my present condition. 
H^ In the afternoon, when I waaaeleep, someof the Bhurru^ 
^Koune in with news of a .solitary tiifiker being within half 
^Ba mile of the camp. lit aA I was I coidd not »Utud this, 
^^90 i^ettiDg on my pony, in nlecpiiig drawers and fllippera 
just as I was. 1 went out at least to see him* He was stand- 
ing in the aandv bod of tlie Matin river, where he had dug 
out a great hofe down to the moisture below the Burface, 
and plastered him&eU all over \rith wet Hand t<3 keep ofE the 
flies. He was a very larjfe tiLsker, reseiuliUng the Ncpdl 
breed in shape. The only striking different^* I noticed 
between him and domesticated clephantd woa the much 
gronter fieohirwds of his neok and forequarKtrti, a circum- 
stance aUo to be remarked in the wild buSalo bull, as 

compared with the tame aperies. He stood leaning on his 

tunks auainwr, Uie bank, gently swaying his tail about, and 

seemingly half asleep. There w« no way of getting 

noitrer fiim than about a hundred and fifty yanl-*— much 

too fur to ehcot at iLu elephant; iiud I sat long watching 

him in the hope that he would move, but he di(hi't. Then 

I went and fuund thu road he had taken down the steep 

bank of the river, and posted myself behind it. sending a 

Bhi^miA roimd a long way to give him his v,-ind. It waa 

interc^tinff to bcp the elcplumt when ho caught the firat 

whiff of the wivage- He still stood leaning on liis tusks, 

but hi^ tail ceased to ttway, and the pulnt of his trunk was 

curled round liek^w his ear in the dii^ection of the Mreat, 

wliiic his ears st^»od co<'kftd to catj^h the faintnent sound. 

Long ho stood thii^, perfectly moticnleAs. The Bhumia 

^m Boon got more directly Lo windward, though 6till unseen by 

Bthe elephant, and got up a tree. Those wild creatures 

^ had a wholesome dread t.if this iiuigle deity of theirs, it 

^- aeemed. Tlien the elepltant gently walked out of his hole. 
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and never a look did he take towards tbe foe; slowly u 
heavily making for another paAa up the bajik a couple 
hundred VATcb from where 1 wan. 1 Atole along through 
the grrt&6 fts nenr this point afl I could witbout oommg into 
hiG view, nnd again wit down by an elephant paui up 
wfdcli I hoped he would come. And I ^os not mistakent 
after n bre^itlilf^-^ imuse ol a minnk- or mo, hm gn.'ai 
^mn forehead a!ul gleanung tusks appeared, waving to 
and fro as he moved, and within eighty or ninety paces o( 
niy poflt. I felt mire of him with ray big rifle if Be came 
along the path» and determined not to fire till he was quite 
clofle. About forty yards only now intervened between us, 
and T wa,"* liftii^g the rifle fxi n\y eye, when a nhort- anigli 
behind caused me to look round, and there, oh horror I 
was A tall tigure, clad in a yellow coat and bright red turbftn* 
standing on an ant-hill and striving to get up a tree 1 
In&tantly I turned again to the elephant ; but all I saw wa« 
hia vast round stem in full retreat through the treee. It 
was a little provoking, and 1 did not bieaa very much the 
owner of that yellow garment aa 1 sped along frantically 
after the vanishing tueker. I remomberoil no more thait 
this, til! I found myself being supported on my pony back 
to cuitip. They said I had fallen senseless tu tlie gran 
aft«r rimiiiiig aoont a hundred yards. Tlie culprit was a 
relative of the Thakiir of Matin, who had atolen out after 
me, and, coming up unperccived in the grass, had lain atill 
enough till the formidable oepect of the man-killer luid 
overcome his opium-shaken nerves. He looked fto utterly 
wiet^'hed and ashamed of liiiiisetf that I cuuld not t«ll Iiiui 
all that 1 thought of him. There was also rather a panic 
abroad juwt at the time, us not long before a young son of 
the Thakiir of Uprord had been taken out after some 
elephants which hsd come down near the plains, by some 
fip[)rtj-nicn from Uila^piir; and a large ttisker dialling 
down on them, after having Ijeen followed ajid shot at for 
half a day» was trampled op before he could get clear, II 
was a terrible disappcnntment, and neither B. nor I cv< 
had another chance at an elephant which we might fthoi 
1 made a number of little excursions from Matin to 
principal elephant haimtd uf the neighbour hood. 
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about there were great quantities of game of other sorts» 
spotted deer along the nih*!^, and red deer in noarlj evety 
giftdc of the sill forests. Benre were num^rotis, and I saw 
a fuw prowling about in the c'»rly tuomins, but, beiDg 
nrmble to work on foot, never got & shot, I picked up four 
or five deer, of sorts, shooting from the elephant; and, 
hfiving to follow up the tracks of several which were 
woimded, had an opportunity of admiring the wonderfid 
tracking powers of these wild Bhi^miAs. An ordinary 
trark msit I cnidd l)aii*Iy »e^, tliey ran bnyLst-liigli, and 
flrttFL^Iy looking at the ground, and it wits not till all .sign 
dii^ppeared to other eyes that real interest in the work 
began to be displayed. No nativcfi of these highlands 
can compare with a Bhiimia in real knowledge of woodt?raft. 
A short distance north-c^:iMt of M&tin is a amall bill c&lled 
MAIindeh. Many bones of elephanltt lay fetrewn about 
below the hteep precipice at one end of this hill; and it 
scorned that, tne year before we were there, a singular 
accident had led to the deFtruotion on this spot of abiojtt 
the whole of a small herd. The Th&kAr and villagera 
were going up the uanuw path, by which atone it i» accet^ 
aiblfT, to pay their annual devotions t^ th<> god of the hilh 
The procession was accompanied by the noise of drums 
and much ahouting in honour of tlio deity; and they were 
wholly imaware that thev were driving before them a herd 
of five elephacta which had been ahead of them on 
the path. Arrived at the snniMiit, aud the iioisu »U]\ 
purnuing them, the elephant* became panic-stricken, and 
four of them tried to descend on the opposite side. Hero 
a slope of loose shingle led do^\'n from the top, ending in a 
sheer cUfF. Once embarked on this there was no retreat 
for their ponderous weight, and the poor brutes were 
hurrietl over the perppndJcnlar fall. The fiflh^the big 
hifiker whom 1 had so recentJy encountered, it was said — 
ch&Tf;ed back through the procession, scattering them tike 
chuH, and mode his escape down th« path. 

On the 26th, B. rejoined mc^ bavins covered a great 
extent of country by dint uf hard inurcning^ and explored 
the e^ast^m portion of the nal forest and clephiint country 
which belongs to the Thakur of Uprora. He had seen 
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EtdiBWt, tnd hftd MversUjed to Aoot, PrDm MitinTf 
pvoeeeded A^ni togrtlier. due Dortli, to examine the cotiaiq 
U<Bmi this And AinA^BBtak; and till t[H> cud of tk 
month TC timvdkd od dma^ an imbn>kcD for»t oi ik 
fliltiee. llikwiU IB veiTecaiDtOy peopled by a EewiinedT 
uiiuBUve Bbdmtfie^ % ognt of vbom could only bo aacond 
or veDdaig an an cobuqr of mmm of their own tribcmea 
mom -mm tank with os from H£tin. On one ocTttaK* 
1 had wmttdeted ofi the dephuit track that served frtt 
road in thcM parts, into the thick s41 focwt, vntfaoot i 
gaide, trastiiig to ngun it after a shovt ditoar. But th 
coontrj ie here ao kret, and the pnwpoct ao circiimdcriW 
W the oereT'CndiM array of great gray stetng of the ML 
that I soon fouDd I bad ejitir^ly Wi my way, th'hUe %ix 
midday son, hanging like a ^obc of glowing ^her rieiil 
overb^, threw odly vertical «hadovra, which afforded 
no ffiLide to the points of the conmaM. I wa:s riding on 
an eiephant, aiul ^'c wanden^l on for some hours tbit)B|h 
glade ftftrr glndc and chinip after clump of the a&l tntfi 
each exactly hkc the one before it, till at Inst we ^n^ged 
into n little open space, where a few talJ naked «tems erf 
e&I ttee» killed by ringh^ «lood up from among a thick 
copee of bosheit sprang £r^ the root^ of the cleared foreft 
In the middle wa« a simdl BhuniiA liandot of a few hute ef 
bamboo hoffket-xvork, fiiirroundcd by a fence of the fl&iw 
material. We marched up to the httle tti^^ket-gate of tJm 
enclosure. utkI the barking of a dog brought out tlie tm 
OT three inhiibitants. To fftare wildly like stan led deer at the 
amazbg sight of an elephant ridden by a white man. 3y 
over the hinre with a shriek, and plunge into the thick 
copee-wood of the ItMli; clearing, whk tLe work uf a rtioment. 
But I could not do without a guide to rrgain the road, aud 
puiihcd in the elephant after them. It waa just for all 
the world like beating hoc-deer out of thick tni]^ -cover, 
the naked black ^vages lying clo^e in the thickets till 
thft •^Icpliant put lier to(»t almf*st on cl^e top oi ihem, when 
t^u^)' l"ilt*:il Mill ami mn innw Iiing m^ro^t tx> amitlii^r patch. 
1 thought we wcuJd never catch one, until the man heJunJ 
me fJippeci do^^n the cki^Laiir^ t«il Jiid ran ruund, inter- 
eeptiJig A bd in tlie act of leaving the ImX of the underwood 
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ibr the open foreat. WIcti !ai<l hold of he struggled a little, 

put flonn resigned himself, tremhling in every limb, U) bin 

pit«. It was many minutes before we could get him to 

wpeak at all. a hlaiik »hake of the head meeting every 

nuctition boifore he cculd linvo henrd it. At last, alter 

much reassuring and comforting, with pr&6cnt« of tobacoo 

pud the alniifjljty ru|>ee, niul th<j witbdniw»] of the el<?pbant 

no a distjincT. he Fontid k torque, and that in good oroad 

pltndA» but only to declare that he knew nothing o{ the 

poad; and. indeed, as wc were making for nothing more 

mefinite than a water-hole in the forofit rejoicing in the niime 

m Boogtoogee, I dare say the poor youth spoke the truth. 

rWe in.*islM on his trying, however, and at hist he stark*tl» 

i^Jdng the Wrt,y back to tUe \in\s, and pe^^riiig about among 

the bushe^^ a^ if he hud lost something. Presently he put 

hia Imtid to bis mouth nnd gave n succession of piercing 

ycUa, the last of which wflti un^vered from tlic ouptHi-wood, 

and in a wliile a very old wrinkled little man crept out, 

h':Jding his handH acrons Ins »hrivf.41e<I sti^marii to depn^cate 

the WTath of the riders on the elephantine gods of the 

forest. More tobacco and another bnght rupee, and Uie 

Btght of the youtli »afe and mm\d after hL awful adventure, 

brought a grin over the hifz;h]y mmiau coimtmianeo of thU 

ancient; and th^ pair of them, Qrst diving into a hut for 

thmr pipes and axes, stalked away before ua through thfi 

trecsn Soon tliey gf>t (juit^ chatty, gabbling and grmning 

to themnselveri about the elephant and it^s riders, on whom, 

however, they hcpt a sharp loo]{ out over thwr sbouldejra; 

Once or twice I made the elephant take short runs clo*o 

up behind tlieni to try their nerve;*; nnd the ahw-rity with 

which they ?^kip[)ed l^t-hind the ncurest tree«, »nd chuckled 

and grinned from their secure positiona, was worth fl«eing. 

They took UE dtittight acroes country to Boogloogcc without 

a miijtake ; and when we got there, and set them down 

among their tribesmen to ml thetnselves with venifion^ and 

wheat-flour fn>m onr ^tore. they were perfwtly happy. 

The Itin'iToijLH ijf tliej*<i mrt« are much wiUler than thoM 
of the Mandl^ district, cultivating not at all» and subsii^ting 
solely by their bt»wa ond arnjK,^, and the roots and frnitw 
of the jmiglc, bud coUouting the duinmer leain of the eil 
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tree to b&rt«r tor the few ne^e^tKarie^ of Ufc not nroducedi 
by thrir wilds uitii tbc trailem wlio reside ni the heai- 
quarters of their ThAkinj, Tbcy have scarcely an ittn 
of the use of coined money, the rare rupees that reach 
t)iem being ^ierc^d and worn as omsmentii by the wonwo. 
They are said to have^ beaides their little bamleta tn the 
fiireKt, n retreat in Hf>nie iittill more Berliuled wild, kwiwn 
only to the. familv it bclongA to, in which all their workik 
substance beyou<f a few days' supply 13 kept, and to wbick 
they tire rcftdy to fly ftt v. moment e notice. The &dl fowl 
hat] thu5 escaped much of the devolution it has euficnd 
where the tribe is more numeroiu^, and where they cut it 
down fnr dhya rultivaiion. Many of the trees ar^ annually 
ringed for the cxtrartion of damiBcr; but the fore-st ia to 
extensive to be much injured by the operations of tins 
handful of Ravages ; and as it ib the oldest treea that an 
selected, which, if not cut down, soon become uftelees from 
heart-i^bake and dr)'-rt)t (a peculiarity of the ail), prob«Ur 
hfctle hiirm is done by them in so remote and inncccsftthk 
a region- - The general elevation of the country we traverseJ 
13 about 1700 feet above the sea. It is very level, und ^mh 
a light porouH soil formed by the detritua of tbeprimitivfi 
rocfes wnieh here mostly lie near the sarface. The water- 
courne^ are broad, nhallow, and narnly, showing that large 
fliKrtU do not oceiir. Thus in tJie summer there ia btlle 
or no water on tlie surface, but a little below it the soil is 
everywhere full of moisture; and tbe brilliant greenery 
of the &A1 forejst thus plentifully supplied with siap, melting 
in the distant visttis with startling rapidity into wondeijiil 
blueA, is utl^peakab1y dE^ltcioiis &t that torrid s^easun c^ the 
year. Wild animals are very scarce, owing to the absence 
of water, though in the rainy season elephants, buffaloes, 
bison, and innumerable red deer are reported to frcqu^t 
the forest. In thia march the dainty footiiiatks o( a few 
fciur-homed antelopes at the water-hoW, the voice of the 
cuckoo in the e-arly ninniing, and rare glimpses of »ome 
hombill or Woodpecker glancing nmoug tlie foliage ol tho 
8i!il, waa all tlte sign we saw of the prcBciicc oi auunal life. 
It is \"ery difficult to ascertain dutaneoa in these exten- 
sive level forvutti, where then? are no eminences Irom 
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which the country can be examined; and we had ^oine 
tretnendouA nmrofie** in consequence nf relying on fitat«- 
mentfiaf dintAiic^ niAile in "cos^'' hy tJie Blu'nni^ Con- 
flKlering that their coas is derived from »o indetinite a ha-si* 
as the diatanec at which n yell from a hill-top can h\i lieftrd, 
it is little surpri^ng if tho com it&eJf ehoula he unceruiin. 
This ift thisii table of long meutiure i — 
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which iteenis to Ije abr^tit tlurty nnlc8. 

In the junglen of KfendA atid Pwrdnt. wliich form the 
moat easterly section of thU forest, and lie light under the 
langG of the M^kal hilla, great numbers of wild bu^locs 
were reported to us ; but we had not time at this season to 
stop to look after them. Doubtless it is cluefly to these 
regionH that tliey retire from the Mandia uplands when 
the latter are invaded by the gra2ing of domeatic cattle. 

So far aa we codd learn, an area of about 1200 aqiiare 
milofl was occupied by berde of wild olophantfl, whose 
number we estimated, from all ao^oujitH, to ranf;o from 
two hundred to three hundred. They undoubl^^dly did 
very serious damjige to the crop.H in thts neigh hou rfi ood ; 
and for many years the annual tribute of the Thald^is 
whose pOflsesBiona they disturbed had been remitted on 
this account. The people were totally unable to defend 
themselves from suen powerful foes, and most of the vil- 
lagea I met with on the hardens of the jtingle are furnished 
with platforms in high trees, to which the people were 
ftocufftomcd to retreat on the occurrence of an uivaaion. 
Shooting at wild dcphant* only increaflcs the damage they 
oocasion, by breaking up the herds and spreading their 
iBvagea over a Uiger area; and, besides, to hhjtji nu *ile- 
phant is like hanging a man, the worst tiae that caii be 
made of him. After a good deal of reporting and com- 
flpondencc, the Uoveramcnt of India waa induced to send 
down one of itd regularly organised elephant-catching 
ef4tabliAhment« to tlie** wilds, which attacked tlie herds 
diLring ihiT years ISGO to 1S67. The Ky»tvm pursued in 
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Uus oo«mti7 wia oomevbat peculiar, and bad been Uivs 
deecribed by an ^^ividwM : > 

" Bevend modca o( capture were tried here, but Ae 
most euocttfifu] was a simple stockade erected hijmedT m 
OM of the niEis near tbe cpot where the elephants wm 
tracked. To make tliis proceKg succeasful, a verr Luge 
estabJijUiment is required, for al! nece^ary arraiigctneaib 
to be of any ii^ mii»t be made at oiice. A rough ring- 
fence oi bamboos b thrown round a large area, travemi^ 
in ciiaimfeience ftonw two cr three mtleo, within which 
the elephatita have lote of moving room. This enclosure 
muit contain water and finlder, ur the elephants are certais 
to break through. At cx^ry few p^ces there are two coolies 
who relieve one another, and by striking the feiKH? witliA 
Btick, keep up a continual clatter. Then at every himdrod 
yarda or bo, there is a matchlodf-man supplied with bbiil 
ammunition. Xear this fence the jungle is cleared, so that 
at atiy jKiiiit iheelepliant^ make for, they are at onceTisiUtf 
and when they are si'^n appmaehins, a ruah of men ocean 
to Ihe threatened kxality %nth an immenfic shouting aitd 
filing of matchiocks, ITiia has the effect of driving Uie 
herd backf and as it ia at niglit that these eSort^ are^icfiy 
neeesaary, they entail much watchfube^ and labour lii 
fact, at night the whde c\n]e is, n^i it were, a blaze, for wicl 
party lia*i lighted a grand pifenf wood. These fires surround 
the elephants in a ring of light, which they believe them- 
selves powcrie^ to breol; Tbrougli, espeeially na they aw 
assailed with all the din of battle if they approach too near, 
fio that it is a sheer case of dL^^poratiou, or ^nosa carelesanefia, 
or a weak establi^linient, if ihey Hucceed in getting out. 
From a neighbouring camp the snene la cxcitmg eiumgh, 
for the hill-side le^soimds with shouting, and the discharge 
of blank ammnnition seems incessant, partly from necessity 
and parlJy from the inherent aSection an Aaiatac has for 
noise. All t]m time the Htoclcitdd va progressing, mada 
of immen^ pilcj* of vvond, rapftWc of standing any chancoi 
and enclofting a few hundred square yank of ground. The 

* It«|iort on tJi* &-ulpin<-nt of tk« BfUepur dmtncl of the Onitnl 

PlOVinou. Iijr J. W. CluttLolm, Ksq, 
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Icpliunt niiifi are clearly markcd-oiit tracks, to which they 
TiKUttlly keep. The fitoclcado ie (in one of them^ with an open 
Rfilo ii,t one extremity, from which an immeti8« arm ol piled 
logs stretches on eithpr aide, ro that the rush may he, onoe 
the ainift are entered, into the single opening thftt huH liceii 
left. The fin^t day after the :^ti»ckade is finished the 
driving coaimenc&*. If fartime sniilea, once the herd is 
start'Cd by shouting and firing in their re&r, they make a 
rush for the stockade run and are enclosed without further 
troiihl©; if not, tliey r<?quire to be driven several times — a 
s«r\ic(! often of difficulty and danger. Wlien enclosed, the 
decoy clcphantn with trained men are employed for noosing 
and tying them." 



I 



An enormous area of the tract we travelled over, in the 
Mighbourhood of ibe Tlasdu river nnd it» tributaries, was 
found to Ix* full of coal measum?*. which linvu since been 
prolcaaionully examined, and reported to fumtah minenal 
o( a highly valuiible character. But the extreme remote- 
nesfi of thene regions from any of the ^reat centres of 
commerce or transrairt puta outpf the que^itiou any imme- 
diaf*.^ uiilifuition i*ilTi*-r nf the ci>al rir tlie rich sf^^ire of tinilw-r 
which are !iow tv-vnirttuned U> exist. The same! r»^;ij*i*n 
renders all idea of colonising theac wilds, except by the 
slow proceds of extending population, a matter which it 
would not be ueeful to di^cusi;. Far j-upt^rior lands in every 
respect, whether of natural quality or situation, exiat in 
great arean in the Mandla highlands, which must come to 
be taken up before a plough can furrow the remote regions 
to the cast of Amarkantak. 

On the 1st of June we climbed the ateep ascent leading 
up to Amarkantak from the east, and rested there for two 
flays. I wan .ntill very ill and weak, and obliged Ui travel 
on an elephant' ; and though it was very tempting to lin^r 
on thifi elevated region, where, at thia aoo^n o( cxcedf^ive 
heat below, the temperature in a small tent nil day was 
delightful, while at night it wa^ cold enough to ejijoy a 
couple of bhtnkets, the iwiuon wila getting very laf^;, aiid 
banks of clouds coUecting on the hoiiz<.»n t Iireat'Cncd heavy 
which might block the way to Jubbulpii 
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det«rmmed to march »traiglit to t)utt8tatinii 1>\ 
UttiU tu ihe tiartli of the Narb^ulA. TliAt frightful nui 
Btill livfiH in my dreanu. For the first ten days we fcqn 
the elevated coxintry south of tJic river, which we t 
CTcsued. The country to the north is an utteriy 1 
sheet of black ba^lt^ withoirt a field or & troe, or, I beti 
hardly h blade of graAR. Sharp gkiK-hig fliitcca of W 
quartz alone rdievM the inky Hack of t\u* hurrible in 
The sun was at it« very hottest, and heavy thundci 
doudH now pnthcrf^d round the sky, oppreaBing the 
with a sultry Btilhicas far worse than iho fierceet hot b 
of the earUeat summer. Dny after day we toiled al 
in the fierre heat, pitching in a burning pbiiii, withoi 
part-ii^le of ^hade; and I really thought (.h^t Iwfora 
reached JubbulpCir on the JIHh of July. I ahouM bawl 
to sit down decently and give up the ghost. I had maw 
clodc on a thousand milei^ in changes of cnmp alone 3 
I left the station in the ]>receding January*. How n 
more should be added for our explorationa it wouldfli 
easT to Bay. ^| 

Iho monsoon burst a day or two after ; and in the txm 
of the boaiitiful little station, and it6 plajv^^mt socieC 
won got over my troubfcs. I waa very much brokel 
health, however, by irouittAnt exposure to tho malarii 
the jttngle^ at all ^eaAons nf the year I had never 
tho remains of the fc\-er 1 had contracted th« prvv 
year; and, I may add, never did so till I had o tn\ 
England. 

I have no intention of attempting a treatise cm In^ 
forejitry, for which, indeail, there are as yet few avail 
materiaU; but a few rsmartu on the present aj^pect of 
question may not be out of place before coDcludii^ 
work. 

The Government of India has been fully ftwakcruM 
the necessity of watching over the imjKirtaDt part of t 
1ru*l- which rc*ides in the farest regions. Kven noi 
i:* doubtful whether the clearances already effected I 
not eeriouflly deteriorat^^d the minfall of the country 
thev certainly have much impaired the supply of ud 
iff and the example of many countries. 
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od^m,' IB a vrnniiTig RgHiiiNt vfwli iiiturferenL^c witJi the 
fc-giving forests of niJIy regions where rivers are bom, 
c acicjitific forester must now take the place of the es- 
lorer; and tho Government have taken the proper conrso 
1 seeing that all newly appointed forest ofhcerp shall in 
futiir*? go through a course uf instruction in the advanced 
Bchoots of forestry in Germany ftntl France, Tin? dallgf^^ 
ifl lest a too purely professional view of forest qui^tions be 
lUlowcd to exclude coneiderations bearing powcriully on 
the general economy of the nmusea of the people, and par- 
ticularly of the hill-tribee; and lest cut-and-<!ried theories, 
ha^ed on the exainple of moist temperale regitmrt, be 
applied wilhf>ut sufficient caution to the very different 
conditions of tropical forests. For example* one of the 
practices of continental forestry, the working of (oreatd in 
blocks by rotation, though probably Quit« inapplicable to 
a hot country, where &tnj>jjiug the ?*od of all the tre(» at 
ot]e4> converts it intit an ariil ilvnwri-, is still ni^l(^d at in our 
Indian ior^atn, and is the cause ol much, and 1 believe 
I wantefuJ, expenditure of money. Many important mattera 
can even now be dealt with only in a tentative maimer; 
and the wifidom of the adrnmi^trator mu^t always be joined 
to the technical skill of the forester to secure the best 
reaiiits. 
I My narratTve is now done, having carried tho reader 
over every portion of tliesc Central Highlands, and even 
taken a step with him below their eafitem termination. 
In the course of our rambles he ha» made the acquaintance 
I of every wild aninml he ialikely tx>meet witli in tlie foree*tj<; 
I and it only remains for me to offer a few^hint«« to the tniveller 
' or sportsman who may contemplate an excursion in thet&e 
! re^ons. Few men would probably come to India mciely 
' to »hoot over this central wildemesa. But as a field for 
general travel, and even aa a spurtmg ground, India U 
rapidly aiming into favour among the wandering section 
of hingtishmen. 1 need not dilate on the genorat interest 
of the countrj\ It may be hoped that motvt ijlngli^hmen 
^ivill benefit as much from a tour through thiii greatest of 

^P ^ A mmpliUt, (ulmirvblf tut Wmbg nnJ n<HNir<J], on tluji iiubjiHr^ 
by Dr, I)iLl2*il, Coucnwtorof forcrta in Bombay, eximu«t« the ntb]«ct. 
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our <k-])endenriea, aa India hen^eH will a^^qimdly ben 
from hn\'iDg the buU's-cyc oi outride obeicrvatiob ton 
on to her olxicurity. 1 will hero ffpoak only of tbc ^orii 
field iimi ibc countTy filers to the sportenmn — UKomf 
ably the FmL^t in i\w vi^>r1(l. Ah a field fur sparUn 
AfricjL may br> tlioiigltt to be better, but it 114 not ao if In 
be looked At as a wboJc. Pcrhop9 more aiiiniALi in mm 
OT in size may be slaughtered in Central Africa; b«it i 
dooH cot surely imply superior ^port. In reading aocod 
of Africar shooting, I have often wondered how men 00 
c^mtiruit? in wad(< through the uckening di^'taiL; of dl 
iimwacre of hall-tame aiiimaU offering thf^m^IvE^ to' 
rifle o!i itK^^ vast open plaints* In India fewer anitoftb 1 
perhaps be bagged: all will tiave to be worked for, i 
Bome perhaps ^i^ht for. The sport will be far enper 
and the sportsman will return fnmi hiilia with a collect 
til trophies whitli Africra c^annot match. Africa and In 
both ri&vt their elephants. Wo cannot offer a hip 
potamud; but wo have a rhinoceroe eupcrior in a sport 
point of view to his Afnean relative- Wo ha\'e & fl 
duIIaIo OS savage and with far iiuperior horns to the Q 
species; and we Imve four oilier ^[lecie:^ of wild borj 
Deaidas, to which t\wr^ is nothing roni]>orttl>Ie in A£n 
In felines, besides a lion, a panther, and a hunting-leopa 
almost identical with those of Africa, we Itave the ti( 
and one, if not two, other species of leopard. Our bl 
antelope is utisuipaased by any of the many antekv 
iif Africa; «ml l>eiiideA him we have fourteen i^pecies 
iink'Iope-H^ and wild goat^ and flheep in our hilJS and pUi 
affording the finest stalking in the world, to compare n 
the other antek pes of Africa. Africa has no door propc 
speaking at all. ext«pt the Barbnry stag, whioh is out 
the regular beat of sportsmen. If^lia, on tlie other haJ 
has nine speinea of antlered deer. We i^avc thretj bea 
Afriivi ban none at all. There is no country in the wu 
that can *<how surh a liat of largo game ftft wo can in Ind 
And for minor sport, what can compare with our 
array of pheaaantSj partridgea, and wildfowl ? 

All thij*, f.iK>, ifi now so easy of access. Tlie travel 
may step aAbon, in B:mibay, with nothing moro 
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■oiuca or hull iiuttalo. (Soolf, mw^/oriA.) 
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mpci-hag if he pkans, and at once fit himsiJf out 
jewft tour through the countrr. If he joiiu a r_ 
camp in the " pUm*,'* be will find the most perfect mton 
of open-air life that has anyvhcn been devidod- nin^ 
an Indian csmp ituiv niH-, ^ Mconling to Jfaik Tnoi, 
did that of the Yankee pitj^rims hi Palestine, coDtaa 
'* a thonaand boci-jacka/' he will dnd pretty neacljr evtij' 
tluDg that ctvilisea nun can n^ant, ready to more afaotf 
with him at tJie rate of from twelve to twenty mileaaibf. 
By the help of railways, he may see atmoet the whole good- 
try Houtli ot the HiiiuilayaA, and fthix>t specimens of all in 
^nm^. during the p)ea;aDt ootd months frnni Octobo bi 
March; and by the tunc that April oshem in the hot blub 
of sununer, ho may find hinisali, if bo pleafscs^ atalko^ tbe 
ibox among the snows of K&shmir. 

For mere ^port £ngland »i:(.*d not be left eAHicr t^ 
Decem1>er; but should ilie tra^-eller, a^ ia probable, b«Tt 
other objecta in view, he fOiould take an extra month tf 
two to sec the lionA ol the civtlised part^ at tbeii best, 
which he may combine uith fiomo amall game abooting aal 
pig-Bti^:king if he Ukes, in November and December. KwoH 
these central icgions be selected by the aportja n^p , the 
»hoi)t]ii^ (.'jvinp shuuki be organiaed, if |>i».Nible, beforehand, 
at «omi; st<iti(>n on the Grejit Indian IVninsidar KailwHy, 
the exact spot depending much on whether the Kport^Dua 
haa any fncnda on the spot who would oBsi&t bi m. '[he 
help of tbo local civil authorities ia of cour&e of the gieeteet 
value; and 1 may say that it is always freely renc^«d to 
gentlemen projectbig a tour through their cbnij^s. SotDfi 
previoLai( acquaintance witJi the language, and the geoenl 
rcquiremcnta on such a trip on the part ol at tea«b on«- of 
the party, is almost csLH^ntial to ensure ^ucccea. In the 
abBence of inducements to take anoth(?t line of country, 
I would recommend the traveller to leave the railway at 
the large city ci( Burh^npur, in tlie diJitrict of Nimir, and 
commence hw bunting in tlieioimtry round the heiul-waten 
of tbc M6u& tributary of the Tilpti river. Biaon^ aAmbar, 
and bearH arc m numerous und cat^y to gti^t at there aa in 
any part of the country I know, Pabited partridgea, 
jungle fuwl, and other small game, would also diveiai^ 
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bft sport, and supply tho pot. Thence he flhould cross 

Imr trt the Betiil district, north o£ the T;ipt1, where tigers 

f»re pleiitifui, and devote the month of March to their 

Ipurauit. Spotted deer, antelope, nilgAi^ and niliftr game, 

faro iJ&o ahimdnnt in this tract, iind tlic «nd of March nught 

BOO tho Hportsman statldng the bison on the Puchinurrce 

[hills. If no means to devote tho hot weather also to the«e 

regionH, the dis^trict of Mandl^ and the eoiirce;* of tho 

NarbadA should In- si'leuUMl, where plenty of tigers will be 

found, and the s&mhar, red deer, and wild buflalo, will 

odd to the variety of the sport- 

Thc co8t of such an expedition need not be very great. 
Host of the outfit required would be ro-6old at the con- 
clumon at no very great loew. One hill-tent, ten feet 
square, and a sriijJl "pal.'* would be sufficienL (or two 
Bportsmen; and would cost at the Jubbulp^ School of 
Industry (whence they fihonld be ordered beforehand and 
eont to the railway station) about £30. A strong r'>ugh 
pony is the best animal to ride, unloBB bunting on horseback 
contemplated, when a good Arab should be bought in 
16 Bombay stabler. The former are not always to be 
[ed up on the fipot, but can generally be bought in 
loabay at a cost of about £20, A good Arab, fit to hunt 
under cloven stone» will coat £80 or £100, ArrangcnieDtQ 
should be made to get the loan of or purchase a staunch 
shooting-elephant and howdab; for, though much good 
sport c^ii be got. without one, a far heavier bag will be 
realised witli the help of an elephant. They are difficult 
to obtain, however, at any tunc ; and a really good one 
will not bo bought lor feee than £200 to £300. Decent 
shikaris cjizi generally be obtained on the spot, though they 
will not of course come up to men who hiivt' been bnnight 
up by tho sportflmfi-u himself to the work- The current 
expenses, after the outfit haa been bought, will come to 
about £3u per monaem for each trportsman. Of course a 
man accustomed to rough it could get on, and obtain the 
best of sport at a much Ie«s expense than thia, which i» 
l;iid down (or a [rtirt y wishing to enjoy all the comfort** of 
the Inilian style of travelling in camp. Buch an adven- 
turous sportsman need only get for miUBclJ a small p&l 
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tent and a fev ncocsMry implemonts of travel, and turn j 
cfiiuel to carry them, buy a rough pony for £5 of £10. like ' 
a couple of servants, and pluiigo with biB rifle into tht 
witdi^mefw. If capable af flpeuing tbe inndi language, 
and conciliatory towards tbo wild men, he would aoon have 
about him a mat of real jungic! hunters who would tab 
him up to every sort of game; while hi^ monthly cxpoiwi 
would not extewl £J0 or £15. SaiMIi^ry, huntin); impl^ 
iu«iit^ vf all i^}T\a (e3ct*pting btrar ^jio^t-h. which are maiff 
better in India), amxDunitioD, and ciutbce, abouM be 
brought from England 

In the matter of guns and rifles, improvement arc still 
BO rapidly progreHbing that the dicta of one year arc v<iy 
likely to lie up*t before the nejit. Regarding breecb- 
loftding it ifl fliiffirient to say that by the universal c<m«iil 
of sportsmen, the ubc of the muzKJe-loader is now ronSno] 
to exceedingly remote countries where the cartridge case* 
cannot be mrried. No part of India anewera to this 
description, aud a uiu^zlo-kmder bf now rarely seen them 
The Expre4w" system con^la in the use of a short 
conical hullet, hollowed at the point like a ahell — hutwtlhont 
any bursting charge^ and pro^X'lled by a verv grcjvt charge 
of powder in proportion to its weight. The first renDt 
of this is that the bullet, strildng with extreme velocity, 
has its hollow point op*?ued uut by the sliotk into the shape 
of a mufihrooni^ or evpn, when tlie hollow ia very deep and 
the speed great, broken altogether into fragnicntA, which 
talce different courses through the animid and inflict a 
terrific wound, ITiia complete breaking up of the buU 
haft a» yul been cfiected only with very smaU gauges, n 
largLir than the Iialf-inch ("500) diameter; but projectil 
of oven thm size have been tfjimd to he amply suiGcient 
to kill effectually all aniroab of the deer clos^, anil 
hardly any other tieflctiption of riflo ia now used for thai 
purpose. J 

Their only serious diuLdvautag^ is the smallness of the" 
hole tliey make on entering^ while they rarely pas through 
an animal of a!iy considerable si/e, rendering the work 
of tracking, should the animal le-ave the spot, a matter of 
fiome difficulty. I have found that generally a deer 
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fitnirk by the ExprcBS biLtlet, even in tJie Irmga, will run 
from Qity to a hundred yards before falling. It i^ then 
generally »tone dead, having bled mt^mal^. But v^rjr 
fjfl^n thf»m will nol be tlii? *<lrglif-f-Kf. murk of MimxI tm the 
track. The very lirBt two shuts 1 tivcr iired with an 
Esprcaa were remarkable illustmtioiitt of this. The first 
was at n lovely spotted buck. whc> suddt>uly stood Ix^foro 
in<^ hkf? iin Hpparition, drinking at the mai^in of thts mirro 
like Utke of Lach6r£. aa I rounded the point of one of its 
bays on my way bank, tirfld and ninddy, from an evening's 
enipe-ahooting. It was over two hundred yards acroaa 
the arm of the lake from where I was. I had taken out a 
fiingle Express, hy Henry, to raise the flocks of wild fowl 
tliat sat in H^ifety in the centre of the lake, and this my 
gun-boy now thruKt unlonded into my hand, Tlie Vani 
hAd turned, and was pirking his way leisurely up the bank, 
before I had the cartridge in; and his graceful form and 
long tapering antltTs stood out clear aj^ainst the Bky-Iiiie 
as I iired point-blaidc at his shoulder. With a startled toaa 
cf the head^ and a desperat« bound over the top of the 
bank, he was off inf/i tW thick cover that here surround 
the i^ikc. We tracked his footprints in the gravelly soil 
for near a hundred yards. when> light failii^ us altogether, 
we had to give it up. Next morning I returned, and a 
Bchtaiy crow cawing on a branch, pointed out the buck 
lying dead and stifE within a few puces o£ where we had left 
flio trail The next chnnoi> T had with this rifle was equally 
unexpected. Walking along near midday in the Punaaa 
(otcat, by a little-travcltcd pathway, the ri<lge of a great 
black back appeared through the trees, slowly passing 
behind a little eminence. It ^vas a splendid Hf^g pjimhar, 
who iiad, very unusually, ventuivd down Ui that pilent 
valley in the midday heat to drink nt a little stream. He 
seemed to be dazed by the sunlight a^ be came out on the 

Eathway, and failed to notice a cort^e of three or four 
orsea with their hders, an elephant, and ten or & dozen 
men on foot. I fired at about a hundred and seventy 
yards, and heard the litllf* bullet strike against hU brawny 
ahouldcr. But he galloped away up a little glade, leaving 
no blood, and I felt incuncd to tjirow down the little riSo 



THE HIGHIAKDS OF CENTRAL 1M>U 



htm ^M a ImdaidTivds bma tbe paUiv^, 
til* f/mt «IM hj p«iac4y dsftd, eh^t dnmgh 
tbe nnddlp vt tin Aoolder- I «f temrds acquired tmh 
pfate coofidence m tin wettpoo, «nd killed a far hxpr 
pevoeata^ oi the uuDftb 1 find al dtfto I hademwcoK- 
pfiabed wiUi any olhec. On one utmmm 1 &hoi thitt onl 
o< a becd o{ fire Clulciii amdopei mwng acrooB me, tbe 
bong over a fatmdnd yatdk 1^ fittie cnattne 
rifln-m an ttzimadjr imall mark to fin at, and tliese ivm 
iaiiljr stmck m the riiooUen 1 could sot have docie wA 
woA aa this with anr other rifle ^ my acqoamtanoe, 

Tbeae smafl boieet hoTerer, have Dot httn fotttid ao 
effective for destrojring the laif^ *"'""V, soch aa tigeEB, 
boBakvea^ bncm, etc., tbe small fragm^ila mto whid the 
bull^ut an^ bmken ttp not [mkvcmkii^ mfficirnt penetiativQ 
power to rauh tbe riul& It ia a great object, toc», with 
tbeac krgc and dangeruus animala to break the large booee, 
Eo a^ to crippb them at i»ioe and p9«T6iit aocidenta; and 
thb the amall Express, with ha Teij hollow boBet, is qcute 
nnabte to effect. Tbe bone-breaking and poaetrative 
fKiw^r of theae buDeta i:an, however, be murh Itrt^^is^ by 
oimmiKhing, or attogether omitting, the hollow in the jxiinL 
A good man}' elephants have been kiUed b^ tbe dead 
shot, with the fimaDer gauge, ofiing 6<^ haraetiod pro- 
jectile^; and the larger ntie^ with a short hoBow, baa been 
effectivelr ufted against timers and bears. Uuch of the 
}<hiK'k U> the sv-'«t€-Tii. iL^AtLwil liy the -^preadhig <if the hullov 
bullet, id of cxiun^< ltj:it if a ^Aid bull be employed. 

The next advantage of tbe Express Efystem, where it iifl 
Buitable as regards kUling power, ib the very Sat trajeotoiy ^ 
at sporting ranges obtained by tbe use of a li^t ball wd 
heavy clmge o? powder. Two sizes of the Email Express 
arr. imw made : the j^maller, *450 of an inch, having a L'uarge 
of nearly four drochnw, and the larger, '500, ehooting 
five drachniA of powder. The first gives a perfectly point- 
blank range of a hundred and sixty yards, wiili an extreme 
effective range of two hundred and &fty; tlie hitter a point 
blank of rather more than two hundt^, und an extreme 
of four hundred. Tliey both whoot with extreme Hc^uraey 
tbeike ranges. The amallcr weigLs seven and a haU 
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poiiTi^fl. and the brgor oright and a quarter as a minimum ; 
though the addition of half a pound to the weight of each 
gives more steadiiies:^ and regular shootinc- 

Tlte very great improvement tlius efTecleu in t.hp shooting 
of any one who uses an Express rifle, g<^8 a long wulv to- 
wards compensating for any loss of amnalking power in 
comparison with the oid wide-bored rifles. I unhesita- 
tingly therefore recommend the adoption of the -460 or 
•500 Kxpress for €iU ordinary purposea. If it« greater 
weight be not objected to, the larger is certainly preferable 
in every other respect; but very good work can be done 
with the smaller bore, and the «i%ing of weight is a great 
advantage for worlc in the hills. 

For dangerous game, such as tigers, there is nothing 
better yet available for sportsmen than the large rifl« 
Ering the spherical ball, or the explosive shell This should 
be at least twelve-gauge, and eleven pounds m weight. 
The application of breech-loading to theae rifloa renders 
it pOB&ible also to use a spherical or short conical ball with 
tLe &ame riHej either of which gives flatter trajectory than 
(In? shell, and which are preferred lo it by some xpiirUnien- 
If the ahooting is to be from an elephant 1 tliiiik the spherical 
twelve-bore is amply sufficient, Thia ball, or the short 
conical, Imrdened ^tith one-twelfth part of mercur)- or tin, 
with four and a half or five drachma ot powder, will also 
form an excellent charge for bufialo or bison shooting. 

AH L'ifleM Hhuid[1, by pn.*fi*rent:e, \w- dmible-barrelled- 
To use a single riHc is to sacrifice many chaui:ei4, while it 
poss&5SC3 DO advantage whatever over a well-made double. 

The rifles should be fitted in small, handy. (x>lid leather 
ui%^. line ni!um blared by iimch apparatus, or by spues for 
i-nrtridgL-s. The latter should be soldered up in tin ca««is 
to hold two hundred and fifty each, and should be carriod 
unloaded until about to take the field- 

I have added in Appendices 8f>nie information which 
may be useful to travellers in the region I have thus 
attempted to deaicribe. 
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SELKCTrON AXD TREATftlENT OF BLEPilANTO 

Tiinftni aro fi^w sulijects tin which eo Uttb U ^n-^rAll^ known a» 

of Unii- vlephmitfi. AJth'tirgh tlierv »Tr< ni»tiy L*lopliiiriU vniec the 
Cihargo 4>f ofucon of djfleivnt pubLc d^partcmnta in IndiA, ft« w«i] as 
n pood number which t«long ti> phv^i^ persona, it Always eoera» to 
Ihj ufifaiLUitHi Lh^L U> nUairj Lu duy ucqujiJiiiaiLi-D willi Uu.' Lalun uf bha 
iLniTTia) and iU veterinary treatment i« it hopel^w tuk. Tbo oonw* 
qutfnco m tfiat tbi^ir m&houtd, or n&tivtj kwpen, than whom a tnotft 
i^oranl or c&n^TDW chan doob nol i^xifil. Bxc commonly Allc»vr«d to do 
with them vvhh.1 tliev uluxim v«ry uftvn to tht^ir iwriouit dathjnenl, 
And «nm«liiUQtt complete diaablemeD^ They prof«M to ^oo^ma many 
ei^crct sp^alicm. must ^f wliioh we vweloatf* and only iatcodcd to ex- 
iru{:L muDf-'y fmm tj^nlr iiLU(t«i» oti 1>ht< pr4t4>UL-o uf purvha^iiig dru^: 
und Muny of tlicfu lounclod uu th^* f^roKWit nupcnttt^idD, Par in^tuncc, 
it m coenmon among tiic^m to pvc Lho olopbAnt a picoc of ti^cr'u liver 
Cu malci? hiai nour^geou* ! An J. in order Up muko himAce vrcll at nif^ht^ 
to tJrnist down his thrnAt the fijcut yuUow etywt of the hrown horned 
owl tort:] frcfih from the hvia^ bird I 

lIuYing hod much to do vntii dcphontAn both in my private po«- 
Hpxtmn nnd in tlio iorvxt Rftt4iMudi[[uiEit,, I utii indiKvil U* jitit on rrrord 
what I know of their miniigoaieat, not with the idoo of fumijahicg a 
complete Ri^ido to their ticatmcnt> but in tho hope thai it may fio 
pome v/ty towards obviatin^^ MUnc oF thm EuiMTiaimKetncat they Are 
row Bu i^ficmlly iviitijt^otcd to. and nUo be of nnuhtiuicv to pcnumi 
cni;af;cd m puri^licULnit elophonU, In a TOUj;h e<ji]ntry like the foFCAt 
trlcttf of Central India, elophAntsn when properly looked after, Afn 
tJiP tnr«t tiM-M of uiiimiilj, wlittLvr for ndiii/ purpouM or fi>T carrying 
tiAggai^ %nd oUicr hcury work, Whon ney;fi>pt4.H], huwuver, ttiey are 
MiS^ct to numoroii,-! nmoU oilmcata, which huvc iod nomo pemonji to 
iQject thciD for vuch nrvtoea. 

On bolciDg over An elaphntit, the moat ineirwriuDcvd «ye ixouhl 
At cmctt doUot the prcwnco of ths di>eA*> ealiad by nativcK Zifhdd. 
Th^T^ Are two variHies of it, collcfl J«l and ^fUAd. The former a r 
dro[MCAl AlTpnLjcin, in whir.h the m^rk. r.ln-it, jind xioniarh (ill up to 
AH Anonnoiui lixo. It oecuri rucut frequently in newly «auglit oninuLU, 
And ifl probAbly ftttribnuble to a nuddoa ohun^ce of food. 1 odgo hftd 
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Ml eltpluiit attft^kml vith it mnMxiiAi«)y aft^r rh^ngiDi: inm wW 

to rioOi OD fltitcrin^ a duinct vhcro Che farmer wod not pci>au^^ 

OcAenJIj, Ui Qlo|ibA&l that ku bc«o twu ur cJinw ymtn in uiptn^ 

jft fiowiaor«cl pfetur ufo fmm it. ^fdjbU ZMf6d U nnully dfftlcpri 

tt«ut ul Uio vt£er> but 8om*tinut QOickee on at 0000. It is a loct <J 

t^fienl &tfopliy« or fftUui^ Awaj; imd is ch&ncteruDd hy a linveM 

Lcnokv hkiD, iDiaoli emaciation, uii] weAinHss. It i> spt to bemm 

[ tf>mpLo»iecl valh tmublwoaie lorw m v&rioiu partd of t^ body, b 

tpuraui&ng ftn uUphacl it i« aot Ukislv that the acCOAJ pitMOM d 

Z^L^ WDuU bu uvorlooked; but witbuut r^jut? it U oiuiy to brr n 

«iumA] flo raoeniJ? <wigh& u to he atill liWly to dov^Jop it. SucH 

an imim&l shciuld bo got for tauoh Ibbs mon«T than on* kofier 

(lom&3ttcAl«d. Tlia t^to d trai&ing tb« animal h»» r«*cb«4 «^ 

genenU^ mdioate tte i«ruiil cil Iiih cariturv. Tf tborou^^Uy obvdjnL 

to it« dnv»r, Irlni duwc Eiat^entlf to lei you oxttmina ita fott* rtr* 

I it wdl probably have b««n uiUtioieutlj long in iund to be |nt? 

Tbifl bringv ma to uiuound le«t — the most common tttiliw a B 
clophont. It Id of two kinds, ooUod by Dativea K4ftdi uidSddm 
Tbo formei ia a aorb of cnukcrn tbat begiDv on tbio sole ttud gn^^H 
enlN tiM'Ti iutiu tJia Atnicturv i.if tJiu foo^ imtiJ at lafiath it btvaolV 
abovo t^ tco-naib. In ita oarlior Mta^ it it oaaly oonoeakd by 
pluKRitii; tbc boica; and many cf tbc alcpluLnts bcottfiht to tlu pnl 
fnin, like that of Bimpur. air in fact affected wiLb KAodi. tbou^ to 
outH'kEj apjvaraD«3 perfectly «cimd. It can gen«ral]y be diaooTind 
by malcLiiif ibc «lonliant be down, and admiDirtchnft a scries of ilmjf 
rap« villi Attkkallowrthctolesof th&feetLVFhon. if KAjmJI Iui iJm^l. 
thft aninifll wiJl be Bun> to ahow it hy ahriuktna. 

84jban la what vould be callod " crnckcd noali *' in a bono. [b< 
4a«p oracks, di^cbArgidg mniter, utiintcd nbout tb« junction of t2» 
homy nfiln wJErh l.]i3 >4kiD. ouu [xnnlly be pft&»e({ ovor in a bad d^| 
though n nhght oae may escape obserratioc- It ie a a&rtom nnao^^l 
naM, bcLQ|£ i£c-n«raQy co:)3litutional, and ahta ncadering tiaclcaa daria^ 
avery rUiiiiy m^wid olupbantB that aiv aubject to it. 

The cynn of t.Jii^ oli^phnnt nrv extremely debcata, uid appai to 
poMOBs in an unusual do^iroo a syiiiffllb«tio connection wjtii toa dl^- 
tivc orgoiu. Nuarly overy indiapoALtioa of the anim*! is acxompanied 
by a dmidrng or suftubiun of the ryi>»- Fvih' elttphanl* Uiat hava bno 
I lo&g caitel^t, «6[feci^'Ll]y if in the haada of oatiTeA, have perfect ayea. 
Heating fuod* or undue ejcpceure to bright «un, i^ oftc-n foUowvd by tba 
HpjjHiinLUL'H i>i a tiliti uVtir ou« or botli vytm. v/hivh, lJ Dot attcnfled to, 
anj iu tj)uae remaiDa in operatioo, iDcreA««« lill th« cornea beoomca 
miito <jpuqui>, and the aninml louou its flight. The leaver of tha peepnl 
Q^-titv, wniuh k*Ttii cxccllont fodder in Lhe uuld Maaon, «n) all^H 
aani lu [irodtK'if thi^ iklTi^ciion if gjv«[i for any mmiidcnible tima i^^H 

botaeaaofi. 1 would cot njactaa elephant, othaniriaoauitablo, me^^ 
^ bocauaoit liad asLgbt filmoTartha aye; for it is aaaily ramo'Tcd wliea 

attendi^d Ui in iIqic. But it9 i>rci«cnce would uftourve leeiieii the valno 
the animal nould otheiwiw bear. 
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AsoUmt vory t«nilcr point in the rlpptmnt i^ ihn boclc^ A btftUjr 

bflclt lA vorjr liihfib tct ^l jfallinl; aiid ikudj lona, when fuiHy 

ibliahed, are ^xcoQd'iaifiy objitituM. SucU ft bftck will diuurt 

jlw&ys »hQw fpracca of t^Jd M>rco about iha ridfEO, and frequently Uicy 

ftrc odIv hc*led over f^n tbf^ >urlAca, IcAvius deep nincuc* nclow ready 

'tn bf^jil'ciut cin ttin Ali^lklcMt prtbuuro. Hucn n hiiclcHliould he Avuidod 

ftnd A tint back, nhoTvinjE OA nearly u pouibb a nttai^^ht ha(» Crom tiio 

jrs to tUo crouj>, ^honld tc eclcctod, Ucaidcvt iU immunity from 

in, MUi.-b n hiioK ftlwnyH cnrriee a load, or tFw bo^Lluli, v«]1 adJ 

rit»adily. 

The flbovo iro almoAt aJ tho oxMrDAl poiafp? to which the attontinn 
of the jmrclkuwr rvqutn>» to be dJTet;Ud. Old aU»iD« vn]l »oinelini«» 
affect iw pao^A, btit thiit crti he eeen nt oDoe^ I hnyt* nlludm), in the 
toxt, to thu pdjnto of ]>ui]d uid carriace that abouki b« looked U* m 
uhooemu; £uj t-Iophoiit. Tbere is no crjtlc&l bast of the animara age. 

ITh« 4'jir>i unr ulwuy" a ^ood dejd f-jtlit and fra>vi] nl ibe «d^>ftg ju tui 
old onnnd; but 4t> tbi>v ^mctitu«fl aru abr> in young ones. The 
Keoeral BppcArAn<ro will, howov^r, indicute the a^ tiumcie&tly well 
lur ^nicLicial purpu?Wd. Tlie full niijc and devvlupittvnt it aitaiEied 
ftC f^>m T.hinj'-flve to fnny yeAw; and from thai nge till aknii mity, 
tho tlophiLQt iH in the primo cf life. Jt ia desirable to buy an elerihoxit 
of full dj^ If rcauircd for vhootiiiA:. yuiui(; anJmala btiii^ nearly alvray« 
tiuiid nzid L]iii<ndijring A very old, or " atf«d/' elepharti will be eaaily 
^cognised by ih& kxfm, wrinkly 8tat« o( the »k(D, deep hoUowa above 
the cytB. and very deeply crackod ears, 1 do not thrnk that the 
ntnnU'nif ™:iceiitrii; fmgaw ihoivuryiif llie tuhkifla wliablu mlerion, 

Ithuuffli thv DJitivtu talk u fjuod drni about it- 
At the ^icDt Sonpur luir, mentioned in tha text, which is Ibo 
Ijrincipal market fur dcphunU. the depbojita uiibnid hi t4le are 
Udually thu pFi)|«rf,y cither of laiirjuurwrt fniiii the dintricU uf 
bcnfc^if or ot MahonieduD dctdon who move nbout bot^vwn the 
pl*co» ffhcw they ore captured and the chief markeU aj»d ii4U>« 
remit*, TUk iarawt nn? uinrh iIjit imU\*t t<i pnrr.hajH-% Imvinj*: ^niTilly 
been purchaied young by the landowner, and brought up uiucng bui 
Dvn pooplc at hm farm, with plentiful food and ^ood treatjuent. 1% 
U quite a puit of their buomew thin buying of youngsterv^ which tiury 
prefer for tJwir own rtdlnc. keeping thc>m till of full slxe, and icUtD^ 
thetu at a pood round proht^ Ine Jealer'd Btnnp, on the other hand, 
aro too often mode up of the halt and tiio blind, There ia no end lo 
thi?ir tricks. A daii(PBro«a luan-kdler ia a*dm'ed to temjiurary harm- 
leatmw by i dutly pill cf opium and hemp, KinJi K<r« cire pItr^otv^< 
and HA}han cracks "' paid " with tow, Sore bucks arc nurfacc'healcii ; 
and the miimula ojt so bodi^eui-'d with puut, and «d futtcnod up with 
aiti^cia] feeding, that it ih Imrd tu tell vrliat any i^nt 4if them oxkukf 
look like if '*irtnpped to the bt^cs." Then the cpace la v conbned, 
and the crowd bo grrat^ that very little " truttmjf out" is |MtAKibk}; 
ui that alt'j^TLlufr buying KlejihanlA at aurii fjiim in anythinK but plain 
■ailing- 
Usual food cf ckphnctv ia Upfct and Central India c^nusta 
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ol cakcQ of wJiuton Hour. balcKl wiUicnjt teaven, to & wasbt gf tarn 
S lb. eadi, huJ tfiv^u witli h hlight Hpreudin^ of rhfified t>iitt»r- In 
the South &tid Kut. whore vrboftt i<t oaircc, pUm uncooked n» p 
raven idntoftd. The daily mtion of « fuU'dccd Amioat of. t^y SJ tiH 
Ei^b, in 2'l lb, Lif flutir, or 33 \h. of rf(r- Wlu:^ one nf tbivn wirlj of 
food )> ituliintLtuicd fvr the other, it thould he doiu gmduAllj; lad 
when rice la ^t ^jvcii a. part of it should be boiled Eor oomt ivotta^ 
Thi3 Aboris ratiijod «n? fur oa animal in Lftrd mjrk. Ici the GnTtm- 
mcDt Com mJiiBu rial IV'^hrtnicnt^ nhcn* gniLt numbpn of #lAphuto 
AFC k«pt ajmodt m idloDou for a s^caI part cf the year, lovncr ratietts 
arc given. But the treatment of tlew cloplumta u by do nwaiu t 
nictk^ fur injiUljuTt. In a nUktc of tULtTirc Uic ammul t*]cnii an im- 
tneiuo deul of exertifle. Hviv thcv pt no work to ipcuk of bvtaiMfl 
the clodo of one marching enuon (Uar^j and the b^ftinnin^ of ih* 
next (Novomher). Thuy ea»,i i{a.'iU: oul of cojittiticoi during this Utot; 
Anil many an !ci^t from rfimpljiiDbfl ^n^riitt^d hy tbao auddaa ako- 
nuttoiu of work iind idJen^^. In tho text I b^vQ uipod th« ouptej- 
roent of ihtt^ elcphonto during this *cniuiD in ibo oTgaJaiKd dttfUoctxm 
uf wlM Iwzudd, Of eoiir^t* tlie aiiitiimi of iha mttrm will \mry vnma- 
what u'ith the ALze of the njumal, and elephantc, like hofwa, bai% 
their id]oa3-nrrjujed m the mnttef cif feeding. A sharp lo^k-out rrqoiMi 
Ui be kept orcr thi! mul^i>ut£ nt feciling-tinit^, othttwiff greiLf. psin *4 
the* nl!«W[inre wi!] probihlr go to Monhi Bux, wife, imjiil faintly, and 
the icvi^ral father^ brothers, and coiisinjiH who usually mtn bt j^ttiojE 
" half a Mcr of Stjur '* 4pio(?e oat of their great milch cow — -ma^iAtt't 
r\i-.]tttat\t. About half a fioiind of rlAnfit^^ ImtU^rjUiul th« aame an»oiinl 
of salt eboiild be allowed daWy with tho food; tutd aptco-balla abouU 
be admim«t«rod i^bout once n wc«k, ]tc»idc« thcM rntioiiB ao etephiat 
devijura nn onnrmihii^ Jimi)UEit i)f folder, Thi? iirinclpal Mibtcancn 
given him Ate lite brsmchea of VfLritviin ttw^ of th« fig tribo, banyB&» 
jtocpii], ajid goolAF, Tho loaves of the poopul apo vaidi, but fthouU 
DC Avoided iu trhe hot ^a«oii for rw4onH before mentioned. Of Hn 
cthntH the inner bark of the larger brnnrhM, and thi* ^hoU anb^taiK* 
of amoJlar tvigs alone ar^ aaten, ll ifi aatonifihrnE to oboaiv^ the 
adroitncHa with whkh the clcphjint pcpU oS the dolicAto umer bark 
in Urng »ilriiM, and riej{ii^i>fl hi] l>ho nuit- This faatitJiouaaeM nocMBtitos 
an immen^ supply of bran/'hea every day; and the oUphADt aTwayi 

Ct out wjth hi£ k«opcr to brjn^ in a£ much na he can carr}' nt a tuniv. 
bamboo a a]»o eaT«n, but will DC*t be aecef>ted very tou|{ at a 
time. Other trees are also eafen in the iiingSe, but ax iIjpv nrr aeldom 
ac^H^asible to tnme elephants^ th«y need not b« rofnrred to. A lontf 
HliccicQ of groaa (T'vM^ cUpftartiina), whjch grows in niAny t^uUca and 
rivera during l.hc raby MB*im, forms excfllent, fielder for ekphaatB, 
who are very fond of it ; and when they have b?en much ptilM dowa 
by a eeaaon'a hard work, they e^hould^ if poaaiblen h<t wnt to pick ttp 
ng/un v.Ugk tbia fvdJer u plenUful, In Lho nhM^ncc of the above 
deacrtptions i^f fodder, the atalks ol millet, cailf^d Rvrhrp, or oVBtl 
dry ^atfl, may lie given, but it wiU not aatifify them long without 
a mixtnre of grocn food, ^u^ar-cimc is a givnt Ircat, and ia 
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iTAte qn&nlitiec ia very good for them, pArticuUrly i! io poor 
ition. 

Elripluiiild aUuuU In uickeleil cjD ilrv gruunil. iiUiuling in dftmp 
b«iug a gMit <iaiiB« of disftaned fwt. 'fh^y do not Ptaoiro jiny pro* 
tocttoQ torn the mathor but the Ah&do ol a trco, ajid a ^^Aoof or SJvmda 
(dftlh of AtnoK or felt) thrown o\tx thoin od oold nightfl. Tbn)^ jdirriild 
bp (jdthert an oitr^h jm jhwitlitei tii tankrt ami nwn; nnd a sriiaEl qiiuntitv 
of cUniiud butter ahould afurwardit \m nibbed over thoir fuiDhoadtf, 
cam, cJ^oflta, nnd fiuch part^ oci &re liable to crock, or BufTer from thft 
ruhljjntf cii UiH uDotJutreniviilB or iruru tbe aun, Tltov nLfmld Ijt 4l]nw«d 
to drink ai much waIct as thoy hke^ They ar« cftan very nice about 
it, and mject it whoa tuuddy or Btaenjint, The pad ahouH be of full 
•ij^t^ And WDlJ-dtufl^ with groaa. The iclt cloth thftt ^oos undnr tha 
pdd (tiikil^hi) tbmdd aln'HV's t« in [irf>|N!r repatr, or a lon^ bM'k Im tha 
crrtoia <'on?wquono<j. Both tLea* UTtL<^]i*d require to be renewed about 
one* u >'diir, if a whole ttcJiflon'ji work baa been done, The nmiMcx 
fr.l1i?d nttjth on whirh the driver nifd phoutd be irnwh larfn- rnou^h to 

t project a little in frcjnt of thv th^'hiiiiVa Sar^h^ad. and protect him 
irom a vortieul nun. It tii nut tic nftturc of the nmniul io rcmnin out 
in the open in the heat of the day ; and I am pure that he Buffers from 
it if mAJW io do »f> nnprci1etU<d. If mit Jiltuwed a tree to tit&nd under 
in thi» baat of the day, an eicphiat always h^apa all the kvdy branehce 
he cjvn ffii <tn bifl head and back, 

After inut^h uiarchtn^ on olouy sround, the feet air apt to oet 
tender from undu^ wearing awny of the horny aolea. Thiu is to w 
Kmodiod by the procetiii cal\td " Ch6biog," which eonnata in tiic 
upplicAtton to the £eet of a boiling hot mixture of a good mnry in- 
ffTwlienU, prneTnlly reaemblmg coal lar l\s prineipal eomponent 
10 th0 gum reiin of the M tree ; but erery mahout profeeecfl to have 
ft mixture of hin own, which ho keeps ft profound sccreit, nnd which it 
III AN well to Int him tiK. so long ns the de^^iivd recruit ensure, and it 
doM not eoflt mora than about five KhiUing:!, There in no doubt that 
tho procDM iff beneficial, the mo^t footeorc elephant ^tting round 
under it in about a week, h n:iquiri^ to he done about Iwiw a year, 
it the animal ia rvgularly worked on hard ground. 

1q dropdcal Zerbid the food inu«t be mduced to a minimum, Abont 
4 lb«- of wheat or lbs. of rice ; and if the latlrr be the diet it should 
b* ffivrn boiled. No green foddi^r ahould be allowed, only dry k'^ 
or Kitrboc. A purgative ihould abo be given; nnd llio follcrwing 
rooipe, which 1 got from a very oxpcncneod elephant doctor, b oa 
good u any ; — 

Crolon wtt\ . .1 ounne 
Oaiomoi . • « . I J drachma 
AloM 6 drachma 

mad« into a ball with rio» floiar u>d " gnor*' (onid«> angar). Hed 
elephants take phyaio without ofiv trouble. In a bjtd com the ewefl- 
ings will hftve to be Uppedp JdoAy toabnito know how to periorm 

B8 



I 





Uu« openlMO. Th* ikm shonU be pierced ftbcmt Um 
Abdouen wbeie Uw cr»lcit <^iuntit7 ci£ iiqoid u uradlf^ 
uid w, Oabi of 1^ incE blvU «il bn required. Tbo fluid wIm 
out u Mid to bt iafocttott* to otber dopbAoU if thcj un iJlovi 
tUAil OMt it. Tbo ro^ of tbo Jfurfor pkat fCaJofro^ fig99i 
oftam giVQu bj liko nuliouto in tbu djafiiie in doMs of OiM di 
t«k« ft dfty. appaiwittjr wttb ffood oflert^ Ttmt i* Aba tbiit 
rotatdr jo'th^ non ftdvwMvd Hut of the d i«flM» caIU S 
ZtAjiii, Ii dbovU bo ftcoonpuiiod, bowcvcr. b^ vbtiDduKc ol 
imdodin^ giMB foddor u>d Ba^r-caiie, pt^ty "^ balking, mud m 

For K4ttJi in tho foot, Uw boniT aoIo muot ba pArcd do«« 4j 
«uiBM« c^Q be got oU ond well wuhcd out witli wftrm wfttct. 
boUo thonl^ Umh be filbjil vitb ui inj!:i«dicnt compoMMl of ;— 



T^ 

Loftfta of ibe Kim irtt (M^ia Atidirmckim) 
Onm of the SAJoi um (Awireffo thnriftfA) 



1 put 
I port 
Spvjts 



A piece of »toui Ie«th«r fltcdd tUix bo fodtcnod OT^r tlic opca 
vidb amftU Utltv rlrivi-n iitU^ Ulg Ailjoiiiiiij boroj sole, ur tied 
thon \a no phK« tor th» lackji, 

£4|AaA, or cTftcked h«cl^, cailtkH bo nciedkd unleaB XhB Ih 
kept dry. TbiA ftlvoc will nuffic^ to cure inod(r»t« c&aeo. 
fauovtriK Intion vrwi TTity>'nni4>ndn(1 ntc by tbir pxio^ri^rioed 1 
tboro ftUodod to; but 1 novsr hoA ot^f^uioo to luo it mj^wJf. 
I Ik of dry tobaocu Aod boll it down in a <jiiart cif w&tcr tilt i 
ouiutti a (lint TIit^n iiitu wjlli ir< 2 lb. ui quirkbmv, witJi 4 4 
of bluMton«. azi4 »Pt>i/ ftt intijrvaU to the crncka. 

For liimucM in tlio oonu>a of tiie eviJ cAU«od br boatiog food, o] 
iho djot, pattjculailjr avuiding pov'pul Ioavc*, G]v« tke etcjiliut 
Jf to waBon. Tn cb« etiTLor otAg^ of rhn dinnx thU tne^raeot 
batlJDg tbc eye vjtli a wejdt aolution of nitnto of nilwr (fi m^i 
the ounce vf tvat^rr), will cieujUly elfect n cun. U u tilia K«j 
formed It may ^tirjikUy lie rviiiovod by blowing a pinch of Ttuy | 
povdoin*^! glsux into th^ eye once or twictf a dny. 

Sor« backa aro tho m^V troubloeoiii« of ■!! olcpbuit AtfectJo] 
OUEO elTectualty, They niti^t not (rn eny occoimt l>e alloirtd to 

up HI] ptrlirJAlly ; finrl thlmuM AiEinsi^ or a n*P bavu (omU!f], they 
b« cut op«n and k«pt open iintjl they boal np frirfDi tbo boUooa 
(J^wnwArcI onfico should, if ftftrnhk, bo eooiiiod to pcnuit tbo u 
vilhv maiUi. Culling opnn Jifurc book ia iZenendlyA terrible buia 
na zht» rlntJiAnt, nrtt realiiLing thn iitiJiry of iht u{«ntio&, fitfbu «g 
it with n\\ Lift migbt. He tnuql be wnll mcuml and held oown, A 
ahaq> nr.t\s m rJte bc«& weapon to uno, The wonnda ohould tJie 
ijKjrimj^ltly u;^hiti1 i^njt wIU^ a Mnlnt-um of ubim; and Llicn lilled 
ft ituHiiiti compi^ud of two partA of Nim Ecinx'» imd oiie part com 
Bait, well ptjunaod togothcr. Jf they pbould fileuRh ortbrow up p 
floab, they rauet bo touchod with bluootonc at inlerraU. Thio d 
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If; unj drouimj£ will havo to ba npcutcd nt k^Liiit twic« a dij; Ukd 

the prntititioncr will hnvo kifl bonib full wluh it lut^ tn kccfUlfr ths 

ihzy «]*ip!j»ut HttrniUnta iijj t*i tlmir work- Tlu^y will HlttajTij if 

allowed, let a ■DfQ htKk houX up iiup«rfimUy oaly^ to bre<ak oat agoia 

the tint prcsiurc. Tbcj rAttci liku their olopbont to hnvc d lofo 

ik. u it £AVcd them iJic trouble of loadittc it And t^itia mit to out 

liltT. I Have kof'Wn them ciiunt n sore bark on purpose by inwrtrng 

^A ittoQe below the |utd ; and I knew cue CAne m which an cZuphant VfOJt 

[destroyed by tbese rut!ijuia» by tho continued application of qulcklimo 

tri u Mini near tlio spine, 

Eloptianta are very li*bhs to intestinal worms. They Rcctmlly 
IPO themeelvcB, when they get vory troubleflomo, by nwalltiWiDg 
tm ten to twenty poimda of earth. They alwAyn sclent a red- 
ind eart>h fnr die pnrpote. In ubout twvh'c hntin jLfl<>r, purging 
iSDOQfl and all the worm^ come Awuy, Wbcn thm occurs tbe 
ird fc>od should be flloppcd for a week, Wdi^t oiily bciag given; 
id a ball of ^picea HbouliJ he given every day. Solium I'lejilmnta will 
It cftt earth when they reqiiiro it; and tboy irn: cunudered ■ ^*ery 
Jot in conectjuenoc , 1 do nut know how to troat them for wormsH 
SbouJd an elephant get wm^nded by a ti^r, or othcnvijn, the ptncci 
llhaidd be well rle^ined &nd kt*[it r]i(jiHttni>d with cold wub^r. If tlioy 
apt foul apply Holloway'c omtnicnt. The lUikhouU have n cruel practitv 
m ouch cnaea of heatin|c bailn of clephojit'fl dun^f m tho hro and nphttins 
them open, upjilyinR tht^m hot and hot to the wanndfl. I br-licve it 
to be a« tiselew u it is barbarous. Fomcntattoiu and nvt «ro raquliod 
in the mrc event of A etrftiHH 

Tilt nbovi' jfciv th» toiinnuDMt CMC* lb*t will ^all for trc&tment by 
thp fliephanf owTiPr. Thpy jwldom provo fattil {*T[wpting ZvthAA), 
but am vory tr^inbliMwmo whon not proporly attondod to. Bturdoa 
tVne clci'hmilfl aru subject Ia? aevurol obncur* internal dmcjwrfl, which 
fortnuiLt'-ly atv "if vi»ry tnw cuTiirTwiiiY^, but- whf^-n thry do oiyur iiminlly 
pFo79 fftUi fn>ni T^he d^flicuky oi diagnosing or trontinfl them. Among 
tbcTn ftTc ftvt'r Aud tunjimmatioQ of Ihc int^^mul or^^nn. Bleeding 
cftn, I behuvir, b* efltrU-d ham iM.»mi» amnll *rl<jnw behind th© eare, 
but ! havn mvflt tufcti it don«. It wcnild probably offer tha only 
chanco of a curvr in nuch ca^oo- 

Oix'uionftl injuries and complatntji mil jcivn on opportunity for 
the dihplay r<f in^^rnuity in the applicntion of mmcdica. ()no of the 
mmt ftinj^kf ajsntiom of dontiittry I ever bcavd of wiul the ramovol 
cf A larxc excrv^oenoe on tbe bock tooth of on «Luphant. which hod 
^own into the p*>or bn(l»;> check, aad almoit prctented hin feeding. 
Ona of tho hv»t mobouu 1 over knrw voluntrvn^d Uj nntove it, J& 
^t A good thick log of wood, and made a bote through it Um 
enough for bis arm to p***, Outoide he oovcrwl it all over with noibt 
leaving abrjut a tjuarf^ii of an inch of «ar^h kticLmg out of tlic wood* 
The «IaphAnt waa tnodo to Ua down aad foBtcned mth hobblcu. whil* 
the log (hiu pnpAred vac i^lnced in hie mouth hke a bit, and bound 
vith Tvwfl AcruM his neck. Twvniy or thirty [vronnH now 4at jpoii 
hk hood find trunk (J lh«so be kept down an clophant eoouct iis« 
mia 



m 



APPENDIX 



Bo iook aeT«nJ bonii to 



«« ft 






B kv «|«Qmrd e^fe. Tbe piece nvn o& « 




APPEXDDC 



S73 






^■2 










-a 



stasia 

'111? II 




1^1 till 





-B _5 -a 13 a TJ 

P3 CQP3 ra 



I 1 1 I 




S74 



APPENDIX 



It 
II 




Sides 

S - O B 






C 

9 
t-. 

J! 

^1 






si 



^ 
a 



*§ E * « -St 



/I 



S5 -«I 



S 







Si 

■a ^.9-S 



11 211^3 
s ^ g c ^ £ 

2 B s_2 g a J 



.S.5i 



IP ill! ^^3 







M 



<2 





^ 



APPENDIX 



376 







■2.5 



i 






(2 < 






Eg 



ft* ^ 









i'^ 



I 



i 



.a 



S70 



APPENDIX 



.9 




III 



nn 



E- B*^ 

i-^-^ 






« 9 



^ > b-.^ 



£.1 



s « a tr'^r ►v 



^g,' 



(3 :^ < 



I I I 



n 

18 






s 

6 



■e 



r ^ 

H 
II 






APPENDIX 



377 




■-J 



'tit 






If fl 



M 



If j3^ &§ a 

5 e= fl^ — 



3 d £l ° 






£ 






14 



Is 



I I 



r 



s. a 
D 

a I 



37B 



APPENDIX 



J 








- d — 



'1 






^ 5 



£ 

4 

TJ 



11 



I I 



I 
I 



,9 

■s 

1 









APPENDIX 



379 



= - S 5 J = S 5 F 

■ ji u.^i-n^ 5 SB-S ■ 
: E &-= S a g ■? .. -fl 



-5 ^ 



J 



"ft S "^ 

- o-^ - 




g 



Mfi-t 



4 



■£• 







I 



1^ 



I I 



8> 




^ ■ 



>> o jt 
- 5 "s. 



380 



APPEXDIX 



I 





|.a?.|^||||| 



fg-o a " S 3 

> < 




II 

ill 



J' 



ia 



S 

• .a 

-a 

. a 

=^ f I. 

ta s 



I 



£S 



o 

I 
t 

I 



^ ^ 



■3. 

C3 



■S S 



APPENDIX 



881 



i-5 .3 ,^ 



£-9 



I 



■^ ^c 



1^1-= s -a 



.M 



ft 



IUbUI 






-1^ O K ?0 




I o 

-3 ».9 



111 







-3 



a 



I I 



,1 
•a 




M 382 ^1 


V APPENDIX ^^^^^^1 


m VOCABUUJtY OF A FKW USKFITL THRMS IN THE LOCAfl 


■ amuU 


tiOND, AND KORKOO iJUfGlTAGSS 




^^K E3IQU8B. 


RWvL 


ddVD. 


KOltXOO. 


Anteli^po , 


Him . , , , 


Ilim (11) . . 


KntttT 




„ four-hnmad 


ClLfinsinghn 


Bun-BherfH) . 


Bbodd A 


A^tCf cottimoQ 


Kulhiiri 


Maro . . 


AlWj^M 


., battle , , 


Bann .... 


Bang (}j} 


Miid""^^ 


Bcof .... 


RMeh .... 


Ycdiftl . . . 


Bum ■ 


Bison .... 


Bun-Boda - . . 


BLm-BbainM (n) 


H«U1m] 1 


VAiffA .... 


Ixxih .... 


KjitLUE . . . 


Fadms 1 


BufFalo (wiM> 


AmjL'BliatnBUi 




■ 


Oimp , . . . 


Uehrti . , . , 


Bungb (d) . . 
Bhcrki . . . 


Puno 1 


Deer, bnrkijiE 


KAkut . . . , 


Bbcfki 1 


» ^log ^ 


bbcr-SnmiJf 


Bhei-Satnat (») 




,, red , , . 


Bam Xc^ivKroo or 




1 




Sol-Bamut 


Gownn , . . 


■ 


„ Himbac 


3atunt .... 


&Uuk . . . 


SuiR, K»kor; 
Hind, &um 


,t spotted 


UhG«tul; Buc^, 










Jftnk. . . . 


Kuw . . . 


D^rkar 




Dog ... . 


KutU . . 




Nm . . , . 


Seera 




Elepliftnt . . . 


Hatfai . . 




Yaiu . . . 


nathifn) 




Fevor .... 


BokhiiroiTup 


■ 


Ycrki . . . 


RUA 




?i» - - . . 


.Angat . - 




Ki 


Sea^l 




Food .... 


KlinEm . . 




Nbtia 


JoJAm 




ForoBt . . . 


JungU . . 




Kftin 


Thftrw {B) 




IWI . . . . 


MocrgW . 




Pitte . . . 


SeeEa 




Fijjt .... 


l/ua . . 




Kbt-knuT 


Kakna 




tiaiJ<U6 . . . 


Oilcm . 




Hinu (a) . . 






^B Guide . . . , 
■V Gum . . . , 


Apr* . . 




Apw4{») . . 
DEolt . . . 


A«wa(n) 
Dock 




K Ourj powder 


Bttroi.i<i 




Durku 


D»roo 




■ H&re .... 


Kftrgo«b . 




Maid . . . 


Koaiti 




■ Hill ... . 


DoD^r 




MetA . . . 


Bulb 




I II»m .... 




Kot . . . . 
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DIRECTIONS AS TO THE PRESERVATION OF TUB 

SKINS AND OTHER TROPHIES OK ANIMALS 

ON TKE FIELD 

CaniriUiUd bif Edwin Wfird, F.Z.8. 

QsitKiLiL, — Tt must always be bnme in mind thjit tlio vaIii0 tif uiv 
atouicd and pm^ceved deponda on th« complctoocea ^tith whicli 
ibi vbanl features aro sav&d. oa veil M tho cooditinn in wbich 
Uwy Are kept, Tiiia Is tnie in ilcgnce, for w!Ln(«\Tr puqwine Iho <ibjoct 
ii dmgned ; but it i£ &a nb^Euto eagcnttaf ia regard to epocimeiui for 
the jUuatfntioQ ol natural iiietoty. 

Lakcib Oauk, — Ttiobe met with in the Oeotml Indin dwtrict vritl 
miint generally be, the Fdidat, inoet iinprpHjint nf wbrrii is the Tiger; 
many emalloi Camivora ; oi homed beulA. tlio Rifnuitlc gour— -Bo« 
SylEinUnun — comtrionly called the Indian bi»oa; liu^o, aimbar, 
chontpAl, and otber deer. Theie la aUo tho olcpluut, Ufgeat ol all, 
and other panhydennji. 

When th^ ^at gatuKi U secured^ tint tum the animal on ite boek, 
ULii etfvlcliiji^ ik|>Ait the fi>ru and bind Iv^is. prx,-md to renoTe the 
akin, In all cjlaiu wliere tbe skia in wanlerl er^riiv.. thii i^i hpAt done, 
by making inc;eion fn>m one corner of the mouth through the medial 
line of boUy Ui the extremity cf tail. Next make Latf^ral uKiAioDn 
in onlor ^*i HTirip tJjn limbic; fur iha fore-le^, fruru the Vi]^ of t^enlrnl 
incloion througn thn armpit along the inner sid« of iho limb, tbd linA 
of ijiciiiioD inoti'Ling slightly to the outer portion, in order Ibat the 
■cam may be ]^?^ icru-|Jtible when the perfect «|ic<:.imcn I* moanU>d- 
A 1ikif> pnr>ce>« Tihn>ii|2h tbe groin ia neof-wiry for r,hn hinddegR, Thn 
jncTuioUff thiiN made Inax'o tho akin m fnrm cif tongur-pioco* ovor the 
btooAt, Fint apply the knife to theae poirile tatd detach the «k;ti 
round U> Uii^ Apinr, In doing this it is nnc^^Mfiry to clear thp limbi, 
and great cam mu^t be tal:en to leave intact tha natural f«ntuni« ol 
the foot- The la^t metacarpal and metatarsal bonea munt be? left in 
the akin, nhelher in the ca^ of Fclidai or C'crt-fri^. Now tum vvor 
tbn eareofin and draw bark thn wloln akin t\ver the hrod, «xi»rriiiing 
partioular can: in Mpara^tng the earn and the eTM from th« aIcuIL 
Similar care mu^t be taken a« t^^ the lips. For if the rim of the eyclida 
be KsvcrnJ by llip ^calj^O thfi injur)' ripn>A<U in a reiiuirknbfn mjtinHrr, 
c-ften PBi badly as tn tundnr thfl damagn Herinuily ci>nt pic noun. A* 
to tlic can, they «houl<i bo neparatcd from tho jskuil cloac to tho bctoe, 
01 the lower «tnicUire will prvAcnb too large an apcvtnrp* The htn 
imiat b(' nji iifT dom t*^ the giim^. Having thiiA iakrn olT ike nlcin 
it_am*t bo eloatied of all auporduoui^ £at onS AmIl Tho oortiU^ of 
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1^ mi nuBt lie toned tkrongh. 7W lip miui be treated that : 
thi» kule between %h» atwoua tifdng iiu thie outer ekiD ell 
iMovdi ao fu to admit of tbe preecrraUtt poDctfatuajj; thi» thkfc 
ttt tbe ipeciujcu c.HMii)^t«lv. Tbt e^^lj^ anil feet iiiu^t radi Ik 
ift a rinilar Daanner for toe Barnp r^AWQ \ow peg tJie aldm evC 
the fur do«tiTiirds for dr^^, and uxiat it tboroughlv vilk and 
aoap if pr^sriTKl ; bui at tb« sani^ time ue freel/ a BuSdciit qe&atftf 
of puwdered alum, e«|ietial1jr ua tlv ligv, ej^Uda. egity. fifrt^ aw! ii 
othior lleihy parte. 1a regard to tbe ^mpUiymeDt of araetucal acup u 
& pteservatiTe S|;aiiuit macct ravage*, it ia not in JXiv opduoo alviit 
coiuplckly aflirai-ii.-ufl. I Umrofon nootameod litat bpdrjbi of tiupe- 
tine A^fkudl At Uie mme time ht fmnly pcmiwl over b<idi aidci« ef tW 
akin. Wbon tbe tkiXk is sufficiently dried it oaa be folded tad pacM. 

Allliongli tbe procoaa imt dcMnbed ie a verf cood OQCk I aIimU 
m^U adopit tLe fciUowin^ wUcJi inocild be iddcK aoEe aimple; aol 
k iboroQiptj eoooeaaful : Th^ sIdd bftring bean nmovtd Iron Ui 
earetiB aiad deesed, ui«(oad ef b«mic ik>aBixl eat for drying, UooU 
be thickly cofier-rt] ovci tbo flesb ude hiUi powdered alnm, wiai luldd 
in «anvvLTiient form, and ihiui immpna^d in a harfel of brine, wliat 
leebaieelty eaU ''liquor'*; add parte of alum esd eoiDiiMn 
the propottran of aiz pounds of alum and two pcpu&d» of salt to ■ 
A nnmber of nkiru may be placed in tbo eeim^ Inrrv^l, wblob 
ready either for stonrg or tnuiAit, They are qiiiie exempt fron' 
ravnjEM of ianole; nntivo drewiDjiE with lime and other dclctenina 
material ia amided. Th«7 will keep seft^ for e koig peiiud. and lb 
prooM* ie At onoe mexpensivp and a ttvmg nf time. In the cmt ef 
homed boeete where t}u> liead only ia fnquvntly preserved, I \mre oe 
he^itrition in reuumnifudm^ ihiA sr9t«iQ aa the beet* Of connr io 
»uch CAft the fikuU anci lu.ims are deaned and packed aeparatelT- fii 
euttiog off bieon and eUg*A h^Ads be enre to Mkve a long peek^ tl^ 
Ale too frequenUy <nt doao to the jawa* and thia oooaidetublv man 
(he efl^ot waen CDdaDted. 

Tt U importAnt fnr t)i? prowr prp8»r7ation of the akuDe of FAUm 
th4t thev should b» protected Irotn iuiurv to or lose of tbe teeth. TUi 
ia but done a« follows : When tbe skuLl liae been booled and cleaned, 
it should ba lied up in a calJcd be^ and jplaoed in a eepariiiff roinpart- 
ment of the packtng-oue degigned fci it. Stuflitiii; anould iodriow 
be put into «Fich oompartment to prevent the etoill from injury frott 
being flhaki^a. 

Small Mammaija, KTt?. — Tn iht* cam of the ^mnU maTntrAb the ikaU 
and bones of the legH ere to be left in the ekine, Th^ animal beiii^ 
placed on ita back^ inoiaioii is niadtf from the tdemum (bR&at bono) to 
root uf the titil. The skJi t» iht^Jt eep&raT«<{ from tie cercaee aa far ai 
cjin ho cfliLv^Tiiently reached, and the litab» are e^veted from tbe body 
at tbe ahoutd&r and thigh. £acb limb cnii then b« drawn out— ob a 
glu^t Diight be tmnod iiifttde out — but the bona must not< bv flepnnUDd 
al iiA juLution with thp ton, fir the nkin of the fnoi or l^g in aaj vay 
Injiared. Th« mtLr^tlen <*ftn then be retnovod fr^m the bone, and thn 
can beat be doao by cutting trh& lendcma uq^t tEto toos» and cuefnlly 
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ra^mg the n-Ko^e masa awov at DUe npcmtioa. It muiit oomo io OBc 
^ec«. Ti*.>i piece moa]. The boni; will now bu oIi^eui, Ctr^An tbn f>kio 
of th« limb, find at the came time the remmmici of the ilcin of tU mpor- 
duou» fic^ and fatty miLttcr. Dn\s3 the innido oii over vith aRvDicol 
noAp. onJ apply frctly powdered alum all over it, but particukdy ti> 
the tle^hy parts, as hits eyes, nose. Ii|>3, feet, etc- Ttvn mplKoc tbo 
boDoe in tbe timbs, bavinfj previouely, li posGible, bound th<tm w;th 
tow or ftjmilftr mfitenftl. bo oa to inrJace the muscle thcit hu been rc- 
mob'tfitJ- A |x>rtioT] i»f atufiing should be pldi^ed in the ikiji uf tho bead 
and trunk, and the whole can be auepenJed to dry. 

BlUPB.— First of nil plug Up with ccitton wool the throat, DostrilA* 
ami ttll ebut Luba- riace the «pccimeQ cq Jt4 back, the head tovrarda 
you. Break th« wing bones {/uimeri) iteAr tbe body, Nfit deparat* 
th1^ broa^l feJilh^fe carefully, and make on inoison alonff the moiliftl 
lint from <;hcsl tc- vent; having done which, turn back the skin and 
raiM tlie >i|JiicliiitiD f^i a perpcndit^ulur podiLiun. reeling it on tho v^at, 
Now )»kin TounrJ the chesty nit Tjiirougb the neck, wtnilpipe, and gullet) 
detAc^U tbo wines imm the body, and removie the sltm edl down tho 
back to the thighs. Push the thigh through at the tnkine lime, canr< 
frilly drawing oS the akin, and having cut uie tendcns near the tatma 
rBmov43 the muscle of the tliigii m one piece, leaving tho bone cIma. 
ThJH bono njuat be cut near the femur joint, leaving the ht*^ of the 
bone, which i» iiacleanH with tho fldeb aiUched to the thigh and body. 
HjiVing treated both legs thus, skin r^und root of tail ; but in oQttinc 
tiie v^srtcbrnj tako care to leave the amall bone which aupport* the tail. 
Tile next operation la Lo turn bat'k the nkiii of the Lvad wilJj <.'are so 
that thii eye* and eam may not b*> injurod. Cut away the bfitk part 
of tLr^ skull with nuekftungue, and ftalaie. Bora4>vc the bruin rindey^, 
skiu tk« wiug.? aud tifim Ui^ tad, uud the whule akin iA m coaditton to 
be eleaued and |in<imred. Httviii^ t^kken away all fat and bUj«rf1uous 
flcfib, dmift it wiih arvcricol «oflp, ^ind tow in pkw of tlie cuucleB on 
the bonce. Hnd return tk-m to their p]a<:<«. It U aot d«a^blo to u^ 
INJvdenjJ uluLn to biiO BkiuB. ab it tendd to make iheui biiLtJe. Tim 
apecimen ahotitd be filled out to DAtuml s\t^. and a band of jiu|ier 
placed round it m order to k«ep the winga and other fjurte in proper 
pucdtion till dry. During the woole operation woud-duat or oUter dry 
p(]W4.ler should be fieely emploved to absorb blood and gn^aM, mi tliat 
iha plunug* may bo lobpt cWn, 
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